
Retraction Request for Dangerous Drug Misinformation 
 

Issued 8/8/2021 by a concerned group of health professionals, first responders, public health 
researchers, drug journalists, and people with lived experience 

 
Share the letter with this URL: bit.ly/FentanylMyth  

--- 
 
Dear writer(s) and editor(s): 
 
We are writing to you as more than 400 drug experts, including health professionals, first 
responders, public health researchers, drug journalists, and people with lived 
experience. We are writing to request a retraction and correction of your recent article 
which perpetuates a myth: that casual contact with potent synthetic opioids such as 
fentanyl poses a health risk to first responders. This is dangerous misinformation that 
can cause harm both to people who use opioids and to members of the law enforcement 
community. We greatly appreciate your cooperation in addressing this error. Please see 
below/attached for additional information and our names/credentials/positions. 
 
The American College of Medical Toxicology and the American Academy of Clinical Toxicology 
convened an expert task force to review data on fentanyl exposure risks and the two groups 
jointly released a position statement in 2017, which concluded that “incidental dermal absorption 
is very unlikely to cause opioid toxicity,” and “toxicity cannot occur from simply being in proximity 
to the drug.” 
 
In 2018, an article debunking this myth was published in STAT News by two renowned medical 
toxicologists. They underscore that multiple agencies declared that brief skin contact with 
fentanyl and related compounds does not produce toxic effects. However, the spread of this 
misinformation from news reports to social media continues, and was documented in a 2020 
study. Thus, it is not surprising that a 2021 study found belief in this myth was nearly ubiquitous 
among law enforcement officials. There are three harms that result from this misinformation. 
 
First, the misinformation exacerbates stigmatization of people who need support in the midst of 
a public health crisis. Second and most crucially, the disinformation may delay a timely overdose 
response, including the administration of naloxone, while bystanders wait for first responders to 
arrive, and first responders waste time donning unnecessary personal protective equipment. 
Finally, first responders may suffer emotional trauma if they believe that passive exposures put 
their lives at risk, even if that belief itself does not correspond to reality.  
 
Based on our experience reading hundreds of similar news articles, we recognize that a reliance 
on reports from law enforcement officials, rather than medical experts in toxicology, often 
contributes to spread of incorrect information. We implore you to avoid this mistake in future 
drug reporting. Changing The Narrative offers valuable knowledge and guidance for journalists 
on this myth and a range of other drug reporting topics. It also provides contact information for 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5711758/
https://www.statnews.com/2018/12/21/passive-fentanyl-exposure-myth-reality/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7492952/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34112568/
https://www.changingthenarrative.news/fentanyl-contact-overdoses


verified experts on each topic. After retracting and correcting this article, we hope you will 
explore this website further. We offer the following suggested language for your correction to 
this article. 
 
--- 
 
Correction: Casual contact with fentanyl is not a health risk to overdose responders 
 
We previously published an article which stated that casual contact with fentanyl can result in 
harm to overdose responders. This view is not supported by medical experts, including the 
American College of Medical Toxicology. They agree that bystanders and first responders can 
safely respond to a suspected overdose without concern that they will be harmed by 
accidentally inhaling powdered fentanyl or absorbing it through skin contact. Effective overdose 
response measures, such as the administration of naloxone (AKA Narcan) to reverse an opioid 
overdose, should not be delayed. Anyone can obtain naloxone, the opioid overdose antidote, 
and use it to save a life. You can learn more about naloxone and where to access it in your state 
at NaloxoneForAll.org. 
 
--- 
 
Ryan Marino, MD 
Assistant Professor, Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 
Medical Director of Toxicology & Addiction Medicine Bridge Clinic, University Hospitals Cleveland Medical 
Center 
 
Lucas G. Hill, PharmD, BCPS, BCACP 
Clinical Assistant Professor, The University of Texas at Austin College of Pharmacy 
Director, Pharmacy Addictions Research & Medicine Program 
 
Stefan G. Kertesz, MD, MSc 
Professor of Medicine, University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Medicine 
Center for Addiction and Pain Prevention and Intervention 
 
Brandon del Pozo, PhD, MPA, MA 
​Postdoctoral Fellow, Miriam Hospital/Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University 
D​eputy Inspector, New York City Police Department (ret.) 
Chief of Police, Burlington, Vermont (ret.)​ 
 
Sarah Wakeman, MD 
Medical Director, Massachusetts General Hospital Substance Use Disorder Initiative 
Program Director, Massachusetts General Hospital Addiction Medicine Fellowship 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 
 
Richard Daily, MD FAAEM 
American Academy of Emergency Medicine Fellow and Founding Member, Emeritus American Board of 
Emergency Medicine Diplomate Emergency Department Staff Dardanelle Regional Medical Center 
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Jessie M. Gaeta, MD 
Chief Medical Officer, Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Boston University School of Medicine 
 
Jeremy Samuel Faust, M.D., M.S., M.A., FACEP 
Brigham & Women's Hospital Department of Emergency Medicine 
Division of Health Policy and Public Health 
Instructor, Harvard Medical School 
 
Claire M. Zagorski, MSc, LP 
Harm Reduction Instructor, The University of Texas at Austin College of Pharmacy 
Program Coordinator, Pharmacy Addictions Research & Medicine Program 
 
Kimberly Sue, MD, PhD 
Medical Director, National Harm Reduction Coalition 
 
Sheila Vakharia, PhD, MSW 
Deputy Director, Drug Policy Alliance Department of Research and Academic Engagement 
 
Zachary A. Siegel 
Journalism Fellow, Northeastern University Health in Justice Action Lab 
 
Christopher Moraff 
Journalist, Urban Ethnographer 
Drugs Culture & Media Fellow, Investigative Reporters & Editors 
 
Lt. Stephen Murray, BBA 
NRP Director, First Responders for Harm Reduction Administrator 
Never Use Alone Board Member, Truth Pharm 
Frontline Paramedic, Massachusetts 
 
Ahmed Bayoumi, MD MSc FRCPC 
Professor of Medicine and Health Policy, Management and Evaluation, University of Toronto 
Clinician Scientist, MAP Centre for Urban Heath Health Solutions, St. Michael’s Hospital, Unity Health 
Toronto 
 
Sarah Axelrath, MD 
Primary Care and Addiction Medicine Physician, Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 
 
Jeffrey Bratberg, PharmD, FAPhA 
Clinical Professor, University of Rhode Island College of Pharmacy 
 
Dan Ciccarone, MD, MPH 
Professor of Family and Community Medicine, University of California San Francisco 
 
Jennifer Sharpe Potter, PhD, MPH 
Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Vice President for Research, UT Health San Antonio 
 
Shoshana Aronowitz, PhD, FNP-BC 



Assistant Professor, University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing 
 
Kasha Bornstein MD, MPH, MSc Pharm, EMT-P 
Resident Physician, Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center 
 
David Lucas, MSW 
Clinical Advisor, Health in Justice Action Lab 
 
Daniel Sledge, BA, LP 
Community Health Paramedic, Williamson County Mobile Outreach Team 
 
Nicholas A. DeFilippo, PharmD 
PGY-1 Pharmacy Resident, Yale New Haven Hospital 
Adjunct Professor, University of Connecticut School of Pharmacy 
 
Alex Gertner, PhD 
MD/PhD candidate, University of North Carolina School of Medicine 
 
William Amarquaye, PharmD 
Clinical Pharmacist, University of South Florida Brandon Regional Hospital  
 
Rachel Shuster, BSN, RN, CARN, CAAP 
Certified Addictions Registered Nurse, Addiction Specialist, Gateway Health 
 
Garrett Reuscher, LMSW, CASAC 
Social Worker, Covenant House Crisis Shelter 
 
Lindsey J. Loera, PharmD 
Research Fellow, Pharmacy Addictions Research & Medicine Program 
Clinical Pharmacist, CARMAhealth 
 
Candace R. Winstead, Ph.D. 
Professor, California Polytechnic State University 
San Luis Obisopo, CA 
 
Michele L. Matthews, PharmD, BCACP, FASHP 
Professor and Vice Chair, Department of Pharmacy Practice, MCPHS University 
Advanced Practice Pharmacist, Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
President-Elect, Society of Pain and Palliative Care Pharmacists 
 
William Eggleston, PharmD, DABAT 
Assistant Professor, Binghamton University School of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Clinical Toxicologist, SUNY Upstate Medical University 
 
Robert D. Ashford, PhD, MSW 
CEO/Co-Founder, RecoveryLink 
 
Carlos Tirado, MD, MPH 
Chief Medical Officer, MAP Health Management 



Associate Professor of Practice, The University of Texas at Austin College of Pharmacy 
 
Jessica L. Moreno, PharmD, BCPP 
Psychiatric Clinical Pharmacy Specialist, Beaumont Health 
 
Leo Beletsky, JD 
Professor of Law and Health Sciences, Northeastern University and UC San Diego School of Medicine 
 
Taliesin Magboo Cahill, RN 
Nursing Team Lead, Sandy Hill Community Health Centre 
 
Corey Davis, JD, MSPH, EMT 
Teaching Professor, Brody School of Medicine, East Carolina University 
 
Alex H. Kral, PhD 
Distinguished Fellow, RTI International 
 
David Poses 
Writer, activist, author of The Weight of Air: A Story of the Lies About Addiction and the Truth About 
Recovery 
 
Elizabeth Chiarello, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor Department of Sociology & Anthropology Saint Louis University 
 
Tracey Helton, MPA 
Activist and author of The Big Fix 
 
Jeff Ondocsin, MPH, MALA, MAEC 
Epidemiologist and substance use ethnographer 
 
Zoë Dodd 
MES Community Scholar - Harm Reduction, Drug Policy MAP Centre for Urban Health Solutions St. 
Michael’s Hospital, Unity Health 
 
Simon Taxel, NRP, Ba 
Crew Chief, Pittsburgh Bureau of EMS 
Harm Reduction Advocate 
 
Nick Boyce 
Director, Ontario Harm Reduction Network, Canada 
Board Member, Addictions and Mental Health Ontario, Canada 
 
Stephen Carroll, DO 
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine, Drexel University College of Medicine 
 
Ximena A. Levander, MD, MCR 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Oregon Health & Science University Division of General Internal 
Medicine & Geriatrics Addiction Medicine Section, Portland, Oregon 
 



Ryan McNeil, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine 
Director of Harm Reduction Research, Program in Addiction Medicine 
Yale School of Medicine 
 
Dan Arendt, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Assistant Professor, University of Cincinnati 
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist, Pain Stewardship 
 
Jordan Covvey, PharmD, PhD, BCPS  
Associate Professor, Duquesne University 
 
Garth Mullins 
Executive Producer and Host, Crackdown Podcast  
Board of Directors, British Columbia Association of People on Opioid Maintenance 
 
David E. Zimmerman, PharmD, BCCCP  
Associate Professor of Pharmacy, Duquesne University School of Pharmacy  
Emergency Medicine Pharmacist 
 
Erin Butrymowicz, PharmD., RPh 
Community Pharmacist 
 
Jessica Johnson, PharmD  
SUD Clinical Pharmacy Practitioner, Robley Rex VA Medical Center 
 
Lo Petty CDI, CHOW  
SLO Bangers Syringe Exchange and Overdose Prevention Program 
 
Janis Miller, EMT-P 
SouthBridge EMS Paramedic, Field Supervisor 
 
Morgan D. Farnworth, MPA  
PhD Student, School of Public Affairs & Administration, University of Kansas  
Health Policy Research Scholar 
 
Zachary Nelson, PharmD, BCIDP, BCIDP  
Infectious Diseases & Emergency Medicine Specialist, Allina Health 
 
Ayana Jordan, MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor & Addiction Psychiatrist, Yale University Department of Medicine 
 
Una Moore, RN, FNP 
Student at the MGH Institute 
 
Rita Thorsen 
Harm reduction educator and advocate 
 
Enrique Rodriguez Pouget, Ph.D. 



Assistant Professor, Brooklyn College, The City University of New York 
 
Margot Kuo, BSc (microbiology); MSc (physiotherapy), MPH (epidemiology) 
Harm Reduction Epidemiologist and Substance-Related Harms/Public Health Educator Vancouver, BC, 
Canada 
 
Stephanie Lake, PhD 
Postdoctoral Fellow Department of Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences, UCLA 
 
Jacqueline Barker, PhD 
Associate Professor, Department of Pharmacology & Physiology, Drexel University College of Medicine 
 
SarahBeth Hartlage, MD MS 
Medical Director, Louisville Metro Department of Public Health and Wellness 
Medical Officer, Metro COVID Response IMT 
 
Thomas Brothers, MD CISAM 
Resident physician, Dalhousie University 
 
Devon Greyson, PhD MLIS 
Assistant Professor, University of British Columbia School of Population & Public Health 
Assistant Professor, University of Massachusetts Department of Communication 
 
Mahan Naeim, BS MS3 
Founder - Harm Reduction Institute, UC Irvine School of Medicine 
 
Ashley Shukait, MPH, CHES 
Harm Reduction Program Manager, UNIFIED HIV Health and Beyond 
Public Health Consultant, Ashley Shukait Consulting, LLC 
 
Jordan Woolum, PharmD, BCPS 
University of Kentucky HealthCare 
 
Peter Gelfand, DO 
Medical Director, Family and Children's Association 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Stony Brook University Medical Center 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, New York College of Osteopathic Medicine 
 
Sterling Johnson, JD, MA 
Ph.D. Student, Temple University 
 
Daliah Heller, PhD MPH 
Director of Drug Use Initiatives Vital Strategies 
 
Laurie Fugitt, RN BSN 
Cofounder, Georgia Overdose Prevention 
 
Talia Puzantian, PharmD, BCPP 
Professor of Clinical Sciences, Keck Graduate Institute 



 
Elaine Hyshka, PhD 
Research Chair and Assistant Professor, School of Public Health, University of Alberta 
 
Emalie Huriaux, MPH 
Public health professional 
 
Robert O’Connell, PharmD, BCCCP 
Emergency Medicine Clinical Pharmacy Manager, SBH Health System 
 
Abigail G Schindler, PhD 
Assistant Professor, University of Washington 
Research Biologist, VAPSHCS 
 
Judith Feinberg, MD 
Professor of Behavioral Medicine and Psychiatry 
Vice Chair of Medicine for Research  
West Virginia University School of Medicine 
 
Brooke S. West, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Columbia University School of Social Work 
 
Chris Destache, Pharm.D. 
Professor of Pharmacy Practice, Creighton University 
 
Kevin Romanchik, BSN, RN 
Adult Emergency Services University of Michigan Hospital 
 
Zoe McElligott, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Department of Pharmacology UNC Chapel Hill 
 
Laura Drogowski 
Director, Office of Community Health & Safety, City of Pittsburgh 
 
Anna Steiner, MSW, MPH 
National Program Manager, Transitions Clinic Network 
 
Eliza J. Wheeler MS, MPA 
Harm reductionist, research contributor 
 
Jennifer Muggeo, MPH 
Deputy Director, Ledge Light Health District 
Project Director, NLC CARES 
 
Alice Bell, LCSW 
Overdose Prevention Project Director, Prevention Point Pittsburgh 
 
Peter Canning Paramedic, R.N. 
Author of Killing Season: A Paramedic’s Dispatches from the Frontlines of the Opioid Epidemic 



 
Jesse Bennett, GED, MSW, LCAS 
Executive Director, North Carolina Harm Reduction Coalition 
 
Peter Grinspoon, MD 
Harvard Medical School 
 
David P. Serota, MD, MSc 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine, Department of Medicine, University of Miami Miller School of 
Medicine 
 
Natalie Stahl, M.D., M.P.H. 
Addiction Medicine Fellow, Yale University SOM 
 
Nicholas Peiper, PhD, MPH 
Associate Professor, University of Louisville School of Public Health and Information Sciences 
 
Laura E. Celmins, Pharm.D, BCPS, BCCCP 
Clinical Pharmacy Coordinator - Emergency Medicine University of Chicago Medical Center 
 
Erin E Pauling, PharmD, BCACP 
Clinical Assistant Professor, Binghamton University School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 
Kastalia Medrano 
Deputy Editor, Filter Mag 
Hep C Peer Navigator, VOCAL-NY 
 
Carolyn Bloom, CADC 
 
Kelsey Ronne, MCP 
Licensed Counsellor, Harm Reduction Advocate 
 
Elizabeth Copulsky, MPH 
Doctoral student at UIC School of Public Health 
 
Daniel Bear, PhD 
Professor, Humber College 
 
Brian Pacheco 
Managing Director of Communications, Drug Policy Alliance 
 
Sharon Stancliff, MD 
Public Health Physician 
 
Jasmine Guerra, BA 
Executive Director, Humboldt Area Center for Harm Reduction 
 
Kevin G. Shanks, MS, D-ABFT-FT 
Forensic Toxicologist, Axis Forensic Toxicology 



 
Mary Wheeler 
Harm Reduction Specialist, Program Director, Healthy Streets Outreach Program 
 
David Walsh, MSN, PMHNP-BC 
COO, CARMAhealth PLLC 
 
Hamilton Gaiani, MD 
Addiction Psychiatrist, Middlesex Hospital 
 
Daniel R. Gerard, MS, RN, NRP 
EMS Coordinator NorCal President-Elect IAEMSC 
 
Jamie Favaro 
Founder & Executive Director, NEXT Harm Reduction 
 
Daniel Runde, MD, MME, FACEP 
Associate Clinical Professor, Associate Vice Chair of Education, Department of Emergency Medicine, 
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics 
 
Jane Liebschutz, MD MPH FACP 
Professor of Medicine Chief, Division of General Internal Medicine, University of Pittsburgh, UPMC 
 
Christopher Burton, MA 
Medical Sociologist, Anthropology PhD candidate, University of Wisconsin Milwaukee 
 
Shelby Lee Freed, DNP, FNP-BC, APRN 
Lead Nurse Practitioner, Oregon Health & Science University Richmond Clinic (FQHC) Portland, OR 
97202 
 
Gillian Kolla, PhD, MPH 
Postdoctoral Researcher, Canadian Institute for Substance Use Research, University of Victoria 
 
Chad D. Kollas, MD 
Medical Director, Palliative & Supportive Care Orlando Health Cancer Institute 
 
Sean Fogler MD 
Cofounder at Elevyst Public Health 
Security consultant at RIWI Harm Reduction 
Drug Policy SME at Pennsylvania Sheriffs Association 
 
Kasey Claborn, PhD 
Steve Hicks Fellow in Addiction & Recovery Services, Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, 
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, The University of Texas at Austin 
 
Laurel Hallock-Koppelman, DNP, FNP-C, APRN 
Assistant Professor/Assistant Director of MAT program at OHSU Richmond, Portland, OR 
 
Ryan Hampton 



Founder and Director, the Voices Project — national addiction recovery advocacy organization, person in 
long-term recovery from opioid use disorder, and author 
 
Menkyo-Shihan, OMD 
 
Brendan Jacka, PhD 
Investigator in Epidemiology, Brown University School of Public Health 
 
Rebecca J Haines-Saah, PhD 
Associate Professor, Community Health Sciences, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary 
 
Alexandra Collins, PhD, MSc 
Investigator in Epidemiology School of Public Health, Brown University 
 
Christian Alba 
Harm Reduction Specialist 
 
Scott A. Coon, PharmD, BCPS, BCACP 
Assistant Professor, University of South Florida Health Taneja College of Pharmacy 
Clinical Pharmacist, Tampa General Medical Group 
 
Steven W. Samuels, PharmD, BCACP, BCPS 
Clinical Pharmacist, ChapCare 
 
Lisa Padgett, PharmD, BCACP 
Community Pharmacist 
 
Chelsea L. Shover, PhD 
Assistant Professor-in-Residence, David Geffen UCLA School of Medicine 
 
Kathleen Cochran 
Founder, Moms for All Paths to Recovery 
 
Brian Fullgraf 
Paramedic 
 
Mary E. Kremer 
Certified Peer Specialist 
 
Denny Desrosiers 
Harm reductionist, Lynn, MA 
 
Richard Bottner, DHA, PA-C 
Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Dell Medical School 
 
Stuart A. K. Kurtz, MS 
Forensic Analytical Chemist II, Axis Forensic Toxicology 
 
Kinna Thakarar, DO MPH 



Assistant Professor of Medicine, Maine Medical Center/Tufts University School of Medicine 
 
Daniel K. Colby, MD 
Assistant Clinical Professor, Co-Medical Director, Department of Emergency Medicine Division of Medical 
Toxicology Program 
Director, Addiction Medicine Fellowship UC Davis Health 
 
Candice McClory 
Harm reduction specialist 
 
Kim Powers 
Founder, CEO Access HOPE 
Founder CEO SWAG Sex Workers Advocate Group 
Drug User Health Outreach Coordinator 
 
Charles J. Foster, PharmD, BCPS, BCCCP 
Drug Information and Clinical Content Specialist 
Creator and Founder, GlobalPharmD, LLC 
Lecturer, University of Colorado School of Pharmacy 
 
Whitney Dovel, PharmD 
Pharmacist, Covenant Health System 
Assistant Instructor, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 
 
Kristin Doneski 
Director of Overdose Prevention and Statewide Services, Maine Access Points 
 
Tara Gomes, PhD 
Scientist, St. Michael’s Hospital 
Assistant Professor, University of Toronto 
 
Gail Groves Scott, MPH 
Opioid Policy Researcher, doctoral student, University of the Sciences, Philadelphia 
 
Molly Morey 
Harm Reductionist, Gloucester Massachusetts 
 
Maia Szalavitz 
Co-founder, Changing the Narrative; journalist; author, most recently, of Undoing Drugs: The Untold Story 
of Harm Reduction and the Future of Addiction 
 
Peter Davidson, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Department of Medicine, University of California San DIego 
 
Ian Mitchell, MD, FRCP(EM) 
Emergency Physician, Royal Inland Hospital, Kamloops, BC 
Clinical Associate Professor, UBC Dept of Emergency Medicine 
 
Brad Ray, PhD 



Wayne State University 
 
Ashish P Thakrar, MD 
Addiction Medicine Specialist, Johns Hopkins Bayview National Clinician Scholars Program, University of 
Pennsylvania 
 
Danielle L. Owen LICSW LADCI 
Outpatient Clinical Social Worker, Lemuel Shattuck Hospital, Jamaica Plain MA 02130 
 
Lindsey Childs-Kean, PharmD, MPH, BCPS 
Clinical Associate Professor, University of Florida College of Pharmacy 
 
Russel J. Roberts, PharmD, BCCCP, FCCM 
Clinical Pharmacy Manager, Cardiology, Critical Care, Neurosciences, and Transplant Services, 
Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA 
 
Medina Jones, M.Div. 
Staff Chaplain, Einstein Medical Center 
 
Keri Hager, PharmD, BCACP 
Clinical Pharmacist, Center for Alcohol & Drug Treatment Associate Professor 
Co-Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs, University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy 
 
Kat Sutherland 
Overdose Prevention Program Manager, Allegheny County Health Department 
 
Troy Farah 
Independent science, public health and drug policy journalist, documentary film producer and podcast 
production manager 
 
Bryan D. Hayes, PharmD, DABAT, FAACT, FASHP 
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine, Division of Medical Toxicology, Harvard Medical School 
Attending Pharmacist, Emergency Medicine and Toxicology, Massachusetts General Hospital 
 
Lauren E Kelly, PhD, MSc, CCRP 
Assistant Professor, Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, University of Manitoba 
Clinical Trialist, George and Fay Yee Center for Healthcare Innovation 
 
Christopher Shaw, PharmD, BCPS, BCCCP 
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist - Emergency Medicine & Pharmacy Residency Program Director, St. Mary 
Medical Center 
 
Nicholas W. Yarbrough, Pharm.D., BCCCP 
Emergency Medicine Clinical Specialist, Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Medical Center 
 
M-J S Milloy, PhD 
Assistant professor and Canopy Growth professor of cannabis science, Department of Medicine, 
University of British Columbia Research scientist, British Columbia Centre on Substance Use 
 



Rafael Ramos, MA 
Mental health counselor 
 
Elizabeth Schlosser, PharmD, BCPS, BCACP 
Assistant Professor, University of Cincinnati James L. Winkle College of Pharmacy 
 
Megan Conklin, PharmD 
Clinical Research Assistant, Purdue University College of Pharmacy 
 
Rena Gosser, PharmD, BCPS 
Clinical Pharmacy Manager, Harborview Medical Center 
Clinical Assistant Professor, University of Washington School of Pharmacy 
 
Laura Baker, FNP-C 
Nurse practitioner, Medication assisted treatment Delphi Rise, Rochester, NY 
 
Bernie Pauly RN, Ph.D 
Professor, Nursing, University of Victoria Scientist, Canadian Institute for Substance Use Research 
 
Drew Gibson, MSW 
Senior Policy Manager for HIV & Harm Reduction, AIDS United 
Chair, Coalition for Syringe Access 
 
Aaron D. Fox, MD, MS 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY 
 
Traci C. Green, PhD, MSc 
Professor, The Heller School for Social Policy and Management Brandeis University 
Deputy Director, COBRE on Opioids and Overdose at Rhode Island Hospital 
 
Eric Moffitt 
Harm Reduction front liner 
 
Jennifer Nagel (she/they) 
MO-MARS Founder and Executive Director The Porchlight Collective SAP Madison County, IL 
 
Anthony J. Accurso, MD 
Primary Care and Addiction Specialist 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, New York University Family Health Center of NYU Langone 
 
Jo L Sotheran, PhD 
Consultant, LSF Services Bklyn, NY 
 
Nabarun Dasgupta, MPH, PhD 
Senior Scientist The Gillings Innovation Fellow, Gillings School of Public Health, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
Andrea N. Weber, MD, MME 
Assistant Clinical Professor, University of Iowa Health Care 



Board Member, Iowa Harm Reduction Coalition 
 
Adam Lake, MD, FAAFP, FACMQ, AAHIVS, CMQ 
Medical Director,  LG/Penn, Medicine-Comprehensive Care 
 
Joel Trawick, LMSW 
Houston Harm Reduction Alliance, Boulder County Works Program 
 
Baneen Noorali Khataw, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Clinical Pharmacist, Baylor Scott & White Health 
 
Marianne Akerland, RN, PHN 
President & Founder, K12 Health 
 
Annunziata van Voorene MSW, LCSW 
Founder, Any Positive Change Inc. 
 
M. Lynn Crismon, PharmD, FCCP, DABCP, BCPP 
Behrens Professor of Pharmacy, Professor of Psychiatry, The University of Texas at Austin 
 
Elaine Moody-Davis, MSN, RN, CNS 
Registered Nurse, Stanford Health Care Voting Member, Harm Reduction Coalition of Santa Cruz County 
 
Marlene Martin, MD 
San Francisco General Hospital Director of Addiction Care Team, UCSF 
 
Nathalie Desrosiers, PhD 
Forensic toxicologist 
 
Matthew Stanton, PharmD, BCPS, DABAT 
Emergency Pharmacist, Froedtert Hospital Clinical 
Assistant Professor, Medical College of Wisconsin 
Clinical Toxicologist, Wisconsin Poison Center 
 
Brian R. Edlin, MD, FACP, FIDSA, FAASLD 
 
Fabian P. Steinmetz, PhD, European Registered Toxicologist (ERT) 
Senior Toxicologist at Delphic HSE 
Member of Schildower Kreis, LEAP Germany and ENCOD 
 
Raven Hoopes 
Harm Reduction specialist 
 
Kathryn Hawk, MD, MHS 
Assistant Professor, Yale Department of Emergency Medicine, Yale School of Public Health 
 
Saba Rouhani, MSc, PhD 
Research Faculty, Department of Health, Behavior and Society, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health 



 
Erin Fanning Madden, PhD, MPH 
Assistant Professor, Wayne State University School of Medicine 
 
Brian S. Smith, PharmD 
Chief Pharmacy Officer, Shields Health Solutions 
 
James B. Ray, PharmD 
Clinical Associate Professor, University of Iowa College of Pharmacy 
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist - Adult Inpatient Supportive and Palliative Care Consult Service, University 
of Iowa Hospital and Clinics Iowa City, Iowa 
 
Kassandra Botts 
Advocacy Director, Indiana Recovery Alliance 
 
Larissa J. Maier, PhD 
Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Clinical Pharmacy, UCSF 
 
Scott Hadland, MD, MPH, MS 
Chief, Division of Adolescent Medicine, MassGeneral Hospital for Children Harvard Medical School 
 
Alexander Perla 
Director of Admissions and Marketing, JADE Wellness Center 
 
Christopher Bare MS, BSN, Paramedic 
Associate Professor, New Mexico State University/Dona Ana Community College 
 
Natalija Farrell, PharmD, BCPS, DABAT 
Clinical Coordinator - Emergency Medicine & Toxicology 
Director, PGY2 Emergency Medicine Residency; Boston Medical Center 
 
Betty Kolod, MD, MPH 
Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine and Environmental Medicine & Public Health, Mount Sinai Health 
System 
 
Hannah E. Johnson, PharmD, BCPS, BCPP 
Assistant Professor, University of Kentucky College of Pharmacy 
 
Brandon DL Marshall, PhD 
Associate Professor; Brown University School of Public Health 
Founding Director; People, Place & Health Collective at Brown University 
 
Ashraf Fawzy, MD, MPH 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University 
 
Steven Hamric 
Pastor, Vineyard Fellowship, Community Activist and Advocate 
 
Dylan R. Walker, PharmD 



PGY-1 Pharmacy Resident, William Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak 
 
Tyler Marshall, PhD MPH 
Department of Psychiatry, Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry, University of Alberta 
 
Min. Blyth Barnow, MDiv 
Ohio Associate Director, Faith In Public Life 
 
Susan M. Smith, BS, PharmD, BCPS 
Associate Professor of Pharmacy, Wingate University 
 
Jeanette M. Tetrault, MD 
Professor of Medicine and Public Health; Yale School of Medicine 
 
Jennifer J. Carroll, PhD MPH 
Assistant Professor of Anthropology, North Carolina State University 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Medicine, Brown University 
 
Seth Clark MD, MPH, FASAM 
Assistant Professor of Medicine and Psychiatry and Human Behavior, Warren Alpert Medical School 
Brown University 
 
Amy Werremeyer, PharmD, BCPP 
Professor & Chair, Pharmacy Practice Department North Dakota State University 
 
Lisa Raville 
Harm Reduction Action Center, Executive Director 
 
J Nile Barnes, EMT-P(LP), PharmD, BCPS 
Interprofessional Health Education Coordinator, Assistant Professor, Feik School of Pharmacy, The 
University of the Incarnate Word 
 
Chasity Tuell 
Maine Access Points-Washington County Syringe Service Program Director 
 
Lucy Peterson, MS, BS 
Ph.D. Candidate, Pharmacology, Boston University School of Medicine 
 
Joshua Schneider BS, NRP 
Overdose Prevention Coordinator, City of Pittsburgh 
 
Lee Storrow 
Executive Director, North Carolina AIDS Action Network 
 
Zach R. Salazar, MPH, CHES 
Research Assistant, North Carolina Survivors Union 
 
Jonathan Han MD 
Program Director UPMC St Margaret Family Medicine Residency Program 



 
Keenyn R. Wald, LPC 
Director of Alcohol & Drug Services Lowndes County Administrator Community Counseling Services 
Columbus, MS 
 
Michael Ruebusch MSN, CRNA 
 
Andrew M. Peterson, PharmD, PhD, FCPP 
Executive Director, Substance Use Disorders Institute 
Professor of Clinical Pharmacy and Professor of Health Policy University of the Sciences in Philadelphia 
 
Quentin O’Brien, MPH, NREMT 
PhD Candidate, George Washington University Community EMT, Waldwick Ambulance Corps 
 
James R. Latronica, D.O. 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Family Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
Associate Editor, Journal of Addictive Diseases 
 
Georgett Watson 
South Jersey AIDS Alliance 
 
Rachel Winograd, PhD 
Associate Research Professor, University of Missouri, St. Louis-Missouri Institute of Mental Health 
 
Jeremiah Escajeda, MD FAEMS EMS 
Medical Director MetroHealth Cleveland, OH 
 
Eric Romo, BA 
MD/PhD Candidate, University of Massachusetts Medical School 
 
Hilary Agro, MA, PhD(c) 
PhD Candidate, University of British Columbia 
 
Dr. Bernie Garrett 
Associate Director/UBC School of Nursing University of British Columbia BC, Canada 
 
Mary McManus, PhD, RPh 
Associate Professor, Nesbitt School of Pharmacy, Wilkes University 
 
Amy Judd Lieberman, JD 
 
Emma Biegacki, MPH 
Program Manager, Program in Addiction Medicine Yale School of Medicine 
 
Lindsey Galbo, MS 
PhD Candidate Wake Forest University Graduate School of Arts & Sciences 
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