
Assignment 
Begin by reading the passage below 

 
Are Illegal Immigrants Good for the U.S. Economy? 

 
There are currently 12 million people living in the United States illegally 
 
Undocumented immigrants contribute to our economy as workers, taxpayers, and 
consumers. They account for 5 percent of the total U.S. labor force, and at least a quarter 
of the workers in industries like construction, agriculture, groundskeeping, meat 
processing, and textile production. 
 
All undocumented immigrants pay sales and property taxes, and—contrary to popular 
belief—most pay federal and state income taxes as well, even though they're not eligible 
for Social Security, Medicare, or the many other programs their tax dollars help fund. 
Undocumented immigrants also spend billions of dollars each year, which supports our 
economy and helps create new jobs. 
 
A 2006 study by the Texas State Comptroller estimated that the 1.4 million 
undocumented immigrants in Texas alone added almost $18 billion to the state's 
economic output, and more than paid for the $1.2 billion in state services they used by 
generating $1.6 billion in new state revenues. 
 
The contributions of undocumented immigrants would be even greater if they were able 
to earn legal status. Workers who are not part of an underground economy and don't live 
in fear of deportation are better able to acquire new job skills and move up the career 
ladder. That translates into higher wages, more money paid in taxes, and more money to 
spend. 
 
Undocumented immigration is a symptom of an immigration system that is broken. 
Lawmakers should revamp our immigration system so that it works with our economy, 
not against it. 
 

Extracted from Walter Ewing. “Are Immigrants Good for the U.S. Economy?”  
Immigration Policy Center  

 
 

Writing Directions 

Read the passage above and write an essay responding to the ideas it presents. In your essay, be 
sure to summarize the passage in your own words, stating the author’s most important ideas. 
Develop your essay by identifying one idea in the passage that you feel is especially significant, and 
explain its significance. Support your claims with evidence or examples drawn from what you have 
read, learned in school, and/or personally experienced.  

Remember to review your essay and make any changes or corrections that are needed to help your 
reader follow your thinking. You will have 90 minutes to complete your essay. 

 


