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15.0​ Empirical Research on P4C (See also 11.4 Philosophy in Schools: Reports and 

Evaluations) 
 
15.1​ Research Reviews of, and Including Philosophy for Children 

 
●​ Nancy Cummings Perry:  “Analytical Thinking for Children: Review of the 

Research,” Analytic Teaching Vol. 2, No. 1 (November-December 1981), 26-28. 
●​ Sternberg, R. G., and Bhana, K. "Synthesis of Research on the Effectiveness of 

Intellectual Skills Programs: Snake-Oil Remedies or Miracle Cures?" Educational 
Leadership Vol. 44, No. 2 (1986), 60-67. 
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/journals/ed_lead/el_198610_sternberg.pdf  

●​ Ann Gazzard: “Evidence of Effectiveness of the Philosophy for Children 
Program—Quantitative Studies 1987-1988,” “Philosophy for Children: Where We 
Are Now,” Thinking: The Journal of Philosophy for Children, Vol. 7(4), supplement 2 
(1988), pp. S13-S14. 

●​ Baum, R. “Finishing Touches—10 Top Programs,” Learning Vol. 18, No. 6 (1990), 
51-55. 

●​ Cotton, Kathleen: “Close-Up #11: Teaching Thinking Skills,” Northwest Regional 
Educational Laboratory's School Improvement Research Series (November 1991) 
http://www.nwrel.org/scpd/sirs/6/cu11.html, accessed 9/26/08. 

●​ IAPC (1991). Philosophy for children: A report on achievement. Montclair, NJ: 
Montclair State University. 

●​ Joyce I. Fields: “Empirical data research into the claims for using philosophy 
techniques with young children,” Early Child Development and Care Vol. 107, No. 1 
(1995), 115-128. 

●​ S. Trickey & K. J. Topping (2004): “‘Philosophy for Children’: A Systematic 
review,” Research Papers in Education 19, 3, 363-378. 

●​ Felix Garcia-Moriyon, Irene Rebollo and Roberto Colom: “Evaluating Philosophy for 
Children: A Meta-Analysis,” Thinking Vol. 17, No. 4 (2005), 14-22. 

●​ Reznitskaya, Alina; “Empirical Research in Philosophy for Children: Limitations and 
New Directions,” Thinking Vol. 17, No. 4 (2005), 4-13. 

●​ Leif Larsen: “Hats on and Keys Ready: Teaching Thinking Skills in Australian 
Schools,” Critical and Creative Thinking: The Australasian Journal of Philosophy in 
Education, Vol. 16, No. 1 (May 2008), 45-58. 
 

15.2​ Empirical Studies (Descriptive and Evaluative) 
 

●​ Lipman, M. (1973).  “Philosophy for Children,” Report of 1970-71 Pilot Project, 
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Education.  
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●​ Bruce Burnes: “Harry Stottlemeier’s Discovery: The Minnesota Experience,” 
Thinking Vol. 3, No. 1 (1981), 8-11. 

●​ Nancy J. Vye and John D. Bransford: “Programs for Teaching Thinking,” Educational 
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●​ Matthew Lipman: “Philosophy for Children,” Thinking Vol. 3, Nos. 3-4 (1982), 
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●​ Virginia C. Shipman: “Evaluation of the Philosophy for Children Program in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania,” Thinking Vol. 4, No. 1 (1982), pp 37-40. 

●​ Mark L. Weinstein and John F. Martin: “Philosophy for Children and the 
Improvement of Thinking Skills in Queens, New York, Thinking Vol. 4, No. 2, 
(1982), 36. 

●​ Virginia C. Shipman: “Evaluation of the Philosophy for Children Program--Final 
Report,” Thinking Vol. 5, No. l (1983), 45-57. 

●​ Iorio, John, Weinstein, Mark and Martin, John: “A Review of District 24's Philosophy 
for Children Program,” Thinking 5:2 (1984), 28-35. 

●​ Rebecca Gordon: “A Study to Determine the Effect of Teacher Attitude on Student 
Achievement,” Analytic Teaching Vol. 4, No. 2 (April-May 1984), 20-24. 
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Teaching Analytic Thinking to Children in Grades K-7,” Thinking Vol. 5, No. 3 
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Thinking Vol. 8, No. 1 (1988), 14-18. 
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Dissertation, Michigan State University, 1988, 322 pages. 
●​ Joyce Banks: “Philosophy for Children and the California Achievement Test:  An 

Analytic Study in a Midwestern Suburb,” In a special section – PROFESSIONAL 
PAPERS.  Analytic Teaching Vol. 9, No. 2 (May 1989), 7-21. 

●​ Tock Keng Lim: “Evaluation of the Philosophy for Children project in Singapore,” 
Critical and Creative Thinking Vol. 2, No. 2 (October 1994). 

●​ Tim Sprod: “An attempt at evaluating Philosophy for Children,” Critical and Creative 
Thinking Vol. 2, No. 1 (1994). 
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●​ Lena Green: “Philosophy for Children: One Way of Developing Children’s 
Thinking,” Thinking Vol. 13, No. 2 (1997), 20-22. 

●​ Tim Sprod: "’Nobody really knows’: The structure and analysis of social 
constructivist whole class discussions,”  International Journal of Science Education, 
Vol., 19, No. 8 (1997), 911-924. [A coding system for analysis of discussions, with an 
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individual, level.] 
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●​ Marie-France Daniel: “Learning to Philosophize: Positive Impacts and Conditions for 
Implementation, A Synthesis of 10 Years of Research (1995-2005),” Thinking: The 
Journal of Philosophy for Children Vol. 18, No. 4 (2008), 36-48. 

●​ Anna O. Soter et al.: “What the discourse tells us: Talk and indicators of high-level 
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