
 
 
SFUSD ELA Core Curriculum 

Grade 10 English/Language Arts: Ethnic Experience in Literature 
 

Year-at-a-Glance (click on spiral for more information) 

Spiral 1  
Narrative 

 
August - October 

Spiral 2 
Informative/Explanatory 

 
October - January 

Spiral 3  
Argument 

 
January - March 

Spiral 4  
Research 

 
March - June 

Potential Writing Genres 

Autobiographical 
Biographical 

Fiction 

Informational Analysis 
Literary Analysis 

Argument Teachers will select writing genre(s) to 
reinforce (based on student need) as they 

focus on discrete research skills or 
complete a research project. 

Research Skills                           

Embedded throughout each spiral to build and present knowledge 

Potential Reading Genres 

Short Story, Poetry, 
Memoir/Autobiography, 

Biographical Sketch 

Informational Text, Drama, Novel, 
Epic Poetry, Historical Fiction, 

Literary Criticism (essays) 

Informational Text, Poetry, 
Novels, Drama, Speeches 

Informational Text, Poetry, Novels, 
Drama, Epic Poetry, Narrative, 

Historical Fiction, Speeches 

Speaking and Listening 

Building on Others’ Ideas & 
Expressing Own Ideas 

Presenting Information – Utilizing 
Evidence to Back Up Statements 

Delivering & Critiquing 
Arguments 

 Accessing & Presenting Information 
Using Multiple Forms of Media  

 

History/ Social Studies Connections                           

World History, Culture, and Geography: The Modern World➹ 
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SFUSD ELA Core Curriculum 

Grade 10 English/Language Arts: Ethnic Experience in Literature 

 
Spiral 1: Narrative 
August - October 

 
The primary focus genre for Spiral One is Narrative. As readers students will practice explicit reading strategies 
(e.g., making predictions, connecting, summarizing), develop a common understanding of important literary 
elements and explore aspects of the narrative structure. As writers, students will use acquired vocabulary and 
knowledge of Standard English Conventions to produce and revise narrative writing that uses effective stylistic 
devices to engage the reader and share a story. As speakers and listeners, students will use academic vocabulary to 
build on each other’s ideas and express their own within a respectful collaborative environment. 

 

Grade 10, Spiral 1 

Instructional Resources Curricular Planning Resources 

●​ SFUSD Narrative Writing Rubric: 9th and 10th Grade 
●​ SFUSD Narrative Performance Task (Sample) 
●​ Writing Prompt  
●​ Pre-Writing Activities and Reading Selections 
●​ Grade 9 Narrative Student Writing Samples 

●​ “Achieve the Core” 10th Gr. Narrative Writing (on-demand) & (other) 

●​ SFUSD Student Learning Outcomes: Grades 9-10, Spiral 1 
●​ SFUSD Sample Curriculum Map: Grade 10, Spiral 1 
●​ SFUSD Sample Unit Plan: Grade 10, Spiral 1 
●​ California Common Core State Standards ELA Grades 9-10 
●​ California Gr. 9-10 ELD Standards and Gr. 9-10 ELA/ELD 

Framework 

  
General Resources 

    
   

HS Book List & 
Reading Resources 

The Workshop 
Approach in  
High School 

Differentiation 
Resources 

Integrated ELD: 
Guide to Writing 

Language Objectives 

Assessments 
 

SFUSD Research 
Toolkit 

 

Planning Resources 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YnIE3OnZ1IUkZp2PI2jQr4mGpSwj0nzy/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9jhaUg4LuSmV3FVZmJIQ1U2QWRDZFZ1ME1KM0V1QzBwTi0w/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9jhaUg4LuSmOFNldHdqU1NaaTJ6QlNoRk1oRmx3MDY5RElR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1d3HPmP2UNiRG9LcHVyajZXOEU/view
https://achievethecore.org/page/1311/narrative-writing-on-demand
https://achievethecore.org/page/1381/narrative-range-of-writing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w-TLEcmlQvysxsmf9aAxLhzjdhbQvLz_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10UmC74Ai-vpaoaXPa_3Z2jCOwk9uFkCp/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQ-MsICWfJWlHrDAa_KexB54w_AJljQ8/view
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf#page=55
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf#page=131
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/elaeldfwchapter7.pdf#page=64
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/elaeldfwchapter7.pdf#page=64
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-high-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://www.sfusdela.org/assessment-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-ela-resources--tools.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-middle-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-middle-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-high-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://www.sfusdela.org/assessment-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-ela-resources--tools.html
https://www.flaticon.com/


 
 
SFUSD ELA Core Curriculum 

Grade 10 English/Language Arts: Ethnic Experience in Literature 
 
 

Spiral 2: Informative/Explanatory 
 October - January 
 

The primary focus genre for Spiral Two is Informative/Explanatory (e.g., Literary Analysis, Informational Analysis). As 
readers, students will engage in reading informational and literary texts and practice explicit reading strategies (e.g. 
inferring, paraphrasing, surveying text, re-reading), continue building their understanding of literary devices and 
explore various topics/historical periods. As writers, students will use acquired vocabulary and knowledge of 
conventions of standard English to produce and revise Informative/Explanatory essays that demonstrate 
their ability to have a clear thesis that is supported with relevant evidence and proper citations. As speakers and 
listeners, students will use academic vocabulary to prompt their classmates to explain their assertions and to  
elaborate upon their own ideas by providing compelling evidence and analysis. 

 
Grade 10, Spiral 2 

Instructional Resources Curricular Planning Resources 

●​ SFUSD Spiral 2 Writing Rubrics: 9th and 10th Grade 
●​ SFUSD Inf/Exp IWA Performance Task (10th Grade sample) 

●​ Writing Prompt, Pre-Writing Activities and Reading Selections 
●​ “Achieve the Core” 9th Gr. Inf/Exp Writing (on-demand) & (other) 
●​ Spiral 2 Instructional Resources Folder 

●​ SFUSD Student Learning Outcomes: Grades 9-10, Spiral 2 
●​ SFUSD Sample Curriculum Map: Grade 10, Spiral 2 
●​ SFUSD Sample Unit Plan: Grade 10, Spiral 2 
●​ California Common Core State Standards ELA Grades 9-10 
●​ California Gr. 9-10 ELD Standards and Gr. 9-10 ELA/ELD Framework 

  
General Resources 

    
   

HS Book List & 
Reading Resources 

The Workshop 
Approach in  
High School 

Differentiation 
Resources 

Integrated ELD: 
Guide to Writing 

Language Objectives 

Assessments 
 

SFUSD Research 
Toolkit 

 

Planning Resources 
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1885tHkaq3DIpmB5vgxdlHm-r7O5UbflD
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1T0OEZQSI3OUEFHcGRtWTRLZlE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1T0OEZQSI3OZVJUc3dXY0ZDVTQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1T0OEZQSI3OMFp0SVllanhlVWM
https://achievethecore.org/page/454/informative-explanatory-writing-on-demand
https://achievethecore.org/page/2750/informative-explanatory-range-of-writing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19EwurfgwtZjGL1nWukOurGD2HIh_YdMd
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vSUM07GX5E9NPDEURWM6hD5UrH2qMET8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DrjXuH38KAkMc4h2lTkAb-FfvMFanyAE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LfES8XPGql2AUcfqcQv8sW8Mnkeq1KYF
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf#page=55
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf#page=131
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/elaeldfwchapter7.pdf#page=64
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-high-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://www.sfusdela.org/assessment-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-ela-resources--tools.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-middle-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-middle-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-high-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://www.sfusdela.org/assessment-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-ela-resources--tools.html
https://www.flaticon.com/


 
 
SFUSD ELA Core Curriculum 

Grade 10 English/Language Arts: Ethnic Experience in Literature 
 

 

  Spiral 3: Argument 
   January - March 
 

The primary focus genre for Spiral Three is Argument. As readers, students will practice explicit reading strategies 
(e.g., questioning the text) and engage with a variety of informational and literary texts to develop their own 
perspectives. They will identify structures of an argument and develop a deeper understanding of methods of 
persuasion. As writers, students will use acquired vocabulary and knowledge of Standard English Conventions 
produce a piece of Argumentative writing that utilizes a variety of evidence to defend their claim about a 
controversial topic or piece of literature. As speakers and listeners, students will use academic vocabulary to 
critique and support positions presented in their own arguments as well as others’ arguments. 

 

Grade 10, Spiral 3 

Instructional Resources Curricular Planning Resources 

●​ SFUSD Spiral 3 Writing Rubric: 9th and 10th Grade 
●​ SFUSD Argumentative IWA Performance Task (9th Grade Sample) 

●​ Writing Prompt, Pre-Writing Activities and Reading Selections 
●​ SFUSD Argument Student Writing Samples (Grade 9) 
●​ “Achieve the Core” 9th/10th Gr. Arg Writing (on-demand) & (other) 
●​ Spiral 3 Instructional Resources Folder 

●​ SFUSD Student Learning Outcomes: Grades 9-10, Spiral 3 
●​ SFUSD Sample Curriculum Map: Grade 10, Spiral 3 
●​ California Common Core State Standards ELA Grades 9-10 
●​ California Gr. 9-10 ELD Standards and Gr. 9-10 ELA/ELD Framework 

  
General Resources 

    
   

 

HS Book List & 
Reading Resources 

The Workshop 
Approach in  
High School 

Differentiation 
Resources 

Integrated ELD: 
Guide to Writing 

Language Objectives 

Assessments 
 

SFUSD Research 
Toolkit 

 

Planning Resources 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LFMSzdp8uo837WCWqzDX-JcgOXV5O8Ya/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9jhaUg4LuSmanhqQWI4QXlPWEU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9jhaUg4LuSmRUlUMU1jMk04ak0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9jhaUg4LuSmM0VEYzNIbDJDdW8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9jhaUg4LuSmYnZMaVlRYlRhTms/view?usp=sharing
https://achievethecore.org/page/1271/argument-opinion-writing-on-demand
https://achievethecore.org/page/2744/argument-opinion-range-of-writing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1u7gi_7VuEJ3N8wBhc9FwXiH4Q-yiKyaA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o3V4Fyq1ggCidHMR5qxYXpeXFfgSnAYk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ie2VI9fYuKCqkhiV9iGK22edifzbUh4i/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf#page=55
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf#page=131
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/elaeldfwchapter7.pdf#page=64
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-high-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://www.sfusdela.org/assessment-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-ela-resources--tools.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-middle-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-middle-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-high-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://www.sfusdela.org/assessment-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-ela-resources--tools.html
https://www.flaticon.com/


 
 
SFUSD ELA Core Curriculum 

Grade 10 English/Language Arts: Ethnic Experience in Literature 
 

   Spiral 4: Research 
  March - June 
 

The primary focus genre for Spiral Four is Informative, Explanatory, and/or Argument based on student need and 
on a prospective research project. As readers, students will engage with a variety of sources on a specific topic/issue 
utilizing a critical lens to evaluate the credibility of literary and informational sources. As writers, there will be a 
focus on discrete research skills (e.g., define a research topic, use search methods and tools, cite different sources) 
so students may embed research into their writing to enhance content. As speakers and listeners, students will use 
academic vocabulary to summarize/synthesize their deep knowledge on one issue and to share information and 
seek information from their classmates using multiple forms of media. 

 

Grade 10, Spiral 4 

Instructional Resources Curricular Planning Resources 

●​ SFUSD Research Process Rubric: Secondary 
●​ SFUSD Research Articulation Document  
●​ Instructional Resources by phase of the Research Process: 

○​ Connect, Question, Investigate & Evaluate, Construct & 
Conclude, and Apply & Create 

●​ SFUSD Grades 9-12 Library Databases 
●​ NoodleTools and Note-Taking for Grades 6-12 

●​ SFUSD Student Learning Outcomes: Grades 9-10, Spiral 4 
●​ SFUSD Sample Curriculum Map: Grade 10, Spiral 4 
●​ Sample Grade 10 Summative Assessment/Culminating Task 
●​ Sample Secondary Research Teaching Points 
●​ California Common Core State Standards ELA Grades 9-10 
●​ California Gr. 9-10 ELD Standards and Gr. 9-10 ELA/ELD Framework 

  
General Resources 

    
   

 

HS Book List & 
Reading Resources 

The Workshop 
Approach in  
High School 

Differentiation 
Resources 

Integrated ELD: 
Guide to Writing 

Language Objectives 

Assessments SFUSD Research 
Toolkit 

Planning Resources 
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https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/19LcxJgurvRsppPSGcqfzmxmhKR6wPRa1
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1VHGuXakX4bwBOOGfnyB1K58uWrJVrZ7m
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B1T0OEZQSI3OclpCWFdObHRMekk
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B1T0OEZQSI3OMEdIeGluYXBoaW8
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B1T0OEZQSI3OVmt3SWdBb3QyLVE
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B1T0OEZQSI3OOUNYZldRazM2Ymc
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B1T0OEZQSI3OOUNYZldRazM2Ymc
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B1T0OEZQSI3OYTlVazR1TWhfU1U
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LNdiMVQnVuwHS4KCa9rqIDOXYRUPELj2/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zm2seq2cbuU6ll0Jaddbxi6V8W5ZQ21ql500sVF8Psc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pM0FxbIjAwW6E6fp0Z8xWIK-YG8wRNFn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lO7Mr-ubb9FZUI35Q2i9hmQrULmWGfwb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1T0OEZQSI3OelVZNU1TMUp3ME0/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VxHki1Eh615ILZLaC3qYWPAX-f5yB7DGXiuhBDm-PIA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf#page=55
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf#page=131
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/elaeldfwchapter7.pdf#page=64
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-high-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://www.sfusdela.org/assessment-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-ela-resources--tools.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-reading-lists.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-middle-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-middle-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/sfusds-comprehensive-approach-to-literacy-in-secondary-ela-for-high-school.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/differentiation-resources.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4y2hmCwU0ymnJveR_EXDcBvjuYOu_Ey/view
https://www.sfusdela.org/assessment-resources.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/research-toolkit.html
https://www.sfusdela.org/high-school-ela-resources--tools.html
https://www.flaticon.com/
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