
 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
A tick was removed from your child today. Ticks can transmit disease and make people sick. 
Common illnesses caused by ticks in Illinois are Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever. Not all tick bites lead to tick-borne diseases. You should record the date on which the tick 
was removed. 
 
It is recommended that you seek medical treatment from your child's health care provider 
promptly if you notice any early signs or symptoms of illness within 3 to 30 days after the date of 
removal. Some people with Lyme disease will get a bullseye rash. Others may have an atypical 
rash. Not everyone who has Lyme disease will get a rash. Other symptoms that may occur 
during the early state of Lyme disease include chills, fever, headache, tiredness, stiff neck, joint 
pain or swelling, and swollen lymph nodes.  Lyme disease is treated with antibiotics. If 
untreated, infection may progress to joint, heart, brain, or nerve abnormalities. Examples of 
what rashes could look like can be found here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/signs-symptoms/lyme-disease-rashes.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://w
ww.cdc.gov/lyme/signs_symptoms/rashes.html 
 
Rocky Mountain spotted fever (RMSF) is a bacterial disease spread through the bite of an 
infected tick. Most people who get sick with RMSF will have a fever, headache, and rash. RMSF 
can be deadly if not treated early with the right antibiotic. Early signs and symptoms are not 
specific to RMSF, including fever and headache. However, the disease can rapidly progress to a 
serious and life-threatening illness.  
 
See your child's health care provider if your child becomes ill after having been bitten by a tick 
or having been in the woods or in areas with high brush where ticks commonly live. Signs and 
symptoms may include fever, headache, rash, nausea, vomiting, stomach pain, muscle pain, 
and lack of appetite. Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain spotted fever are not the only 
tick-borne diseases with which an individual can be infected after being bitten by a tick. 
 
Please read more information here: 
Tick Removal and Testing 
CDC Lyme Disease Fact Sheet for Parents 
CDC Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever Information 
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https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/signs-symptoms/lyme-disease-rashes.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/signs_symptoms/rashes.html
https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/signs-symptoms/lyme-disease-rashes.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/signs_symptoms/rashes.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/after-a-tick-bite/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/removal/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/media/pdfs/Lyme-disease-fact-sheet-for-parents-English.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/rocky-mountain-spotted-fever/about/


 
 

 



 
 

 
 


