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Community Through Music

Alegria Musical: Peru

Teaching Artist: Juan Manuel Trujillo, Hery Paz
Writer: Juan Manuel Trujillo, Evan Harris

Summary

This is the seventh lesson from the Alegria Musical Course. Students will visit Peru with puppets
Pepe and Tito to learn about the traditions of huayno and festejo music. Then students will
repurpose objects and create musical instruments.

Objectives
e Summarize important information about the culture, history, and geography of Peru.
e Build a basic pan flute.
e Recreate a traditional festejo beat.

Materials
e Google Slides: Peru Pan Flute
e Alegria Musical: Latin American Cajon

Stories Travel Diary

e Alegria Musical: Cuentos Latino

Americanos, Diario de Viaje

Adaptive instruments: hand
clapping, foot tapping, or mouth
clicking

e All About Peru e C(Cleartape

e Map of Peru e Scissors

e Peruvian Flag e Drinking straws (4 per student)
e Festejo Music e S'Cool Sounds Padlet

e Guiro

e Guira

Note: S'Cool Sounds lessons are for educational and informational use only. S'CS highly

recommends the use of SafeShare to watch media securely without advertisements, pop-ups,

and/or unwanted [inappropriate] content when teaching young audiences.

Explore

1. Display the Google Slides: Peru. Distribute the Alegria Musical: Latin American Stories Travel
Diary. Allow students a moment to personalize the diary. Tell students they will use the diary as



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GCZNlHMVCwoO8emvWjtIr98GTs2dYw-TX_wVJg9_8ck/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R9siCg-fx0yLcPB2WtkM_ihMZBcZdiSo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R9siCg-fx0yLcPB2WtkM_ihMZBcZdiSo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zNWDn5pA_1zUPe7x_Wr1wdZ_bKMR7jE0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zNWDn5pA_1zUPe7x_Wr1wdZ_bKMR7jE0/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/Ia4IcB6kCEs
https://goo.gl/maps/nLxhxJsh1uCpVCDi7
https://www.britannica.com/topic/flag-of-Peru
https://youtu.be/HEGRjyp0diM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G%C3%BCiro#/media/File:Phoenix-Musical_Instrument_Museum-Puerto_Rican_G%C3%BCiro.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G%C3%BCira#/media/File:Guira_from_Dominican_Repub.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_flute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caj%C3%B3n
https://padlet.com/SCoolSounds/22ahwc6nyypuswp7
https://safeshare.tv/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GCZNlHMVCwoO8emvWjtIr98GTs2dYw-TX_wVJg9_8ck/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R9siCg-fx0yLcPB2WtkM_ihMZBcZdiSo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R9siCg-fx0yLcPB2WtkM_ihMZBcZdiSo/view?usp=sharing

they travel through Latin America with puppets Pepe and Tito, drawing and recording important
facts about another culture.

2. Show All About Peru. Ask students to remember key geographical and cultural elements
discussed in the video. Ask: Where is the country located on a map? What does Peru’s flag look
like? What are its most important geographical features (mountains, plains, jungle, beaches,
forests)? What foods do people eat?

3. Ask students to recall which musical instruments are often used in huayno music
(high-pitched voice, charango, guitar, violin, quena, pan flutes, saxophone, accordion, trumpet).

4. Allow time for students to draw and write in their diary, recalling information they learned
from the video.

Learn

1. Introduce students to Festejo Music. Ask: What does “festejo” mean? (A festejo is a party or
celebration.) Which musical instruments are often used in festejo music (drums, guitar, maracas,
and quijada). Explain that the quijada is essentially the same instrument that is played in the
Mexican musical tradition, son jarocho. It is also similar to the guiro (Puerto Rico), guira
(Dominican Republic), and guacharaca (Colombia), which was featured in the previous lesson.
All of these instruments are played using a scraping motion.

2. Ask students to describe the cajon. Ask: What does it look like? How do you hold the
instrument? How do you play it? Ask students to look around the classroom to find something
that could be used as a cajon. (Some suitable objects may include boxes, tubs, chairs, large
bottles or cans, desks, or tables.) With these repurposed objects, use the Festejo Rhythm
Instructional Video to learn as a class.

3. Distribute four drinking straws and strands of clear tape to each student. Then play the Pan
Flute Instructional Video and assist students as they trim their straws to size and tape one end
of each straw, to create an airtight seal. When the open ends of the straws are flush with one
another, tape them together tightly.

4. Invite students to gently blow air over the open ends of the straws to create a pan flute sound.
Ask: Which of the straws makes the highest pitched sound? Which of the straws makes the lowest
pitched sound?

Perform & Share
1. Create a one minute video or take a photo of students with their homemade pan flutes. Share
the video or photo on the S'Cool Sounds Padlet.

2. Tell students to get their diary ready for the next lesson, which is a visit to Argentina.


https://youtu.be/Ia4IcB6kCEs
https://goo.gl/maps/nLxhxJsh1uCpVCDi7
https://www.britannica.com/topic/flag-of-Peru
https://youtu.be/HEGRjyp0diM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G%C3%BCiro#/media/File:Phoenix-Musical_Instrument_Museum-Puerto_Rican_G%C3%BCiro.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G%C3%BCira#/media/File:Guira_from_Dominican_Repub.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guacharaca
https://youtu.be/HEGRjyp0diM?t=164
https://youtu.be/HEGRjyp0diM?t=239
https://youtu.be/HEGRjyp0diM?t=239
https://youtu.be/Ia4IcB6kCEs?t=305
https://youtu.be/Ia4IcB6kCEs?t=305
https://padlet.com/SCoolSounds/22ahwc6nyypuswp7
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