
Nevada Reports to Western Association of Fish and Wildlife WAFWA and State Estimates 
The table at right is from Nevada Department of Wildlife 

 
 
 
 
From 2024 WAFWA report 
Population:  68,000   Harvest: 3,450    Hunters:  10,840 
 
The Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) issued approximately 10,840 mule deer tags 
for the 2023 hunting season. This was a substantial drop compared to previous years and was 
the lowest number of tags issued for mule deer since 1974. The overall success rate for Any 
Legal Weapon seasons was 33% statewide, which is well below the previous 3-year average of 
38%. Muzzleloader and archery hunt success rates were 30% and 13% respectively, which 
were both below the previous 3-year averages of 35% and 16% for those weapon categories. 

Western Association of Fish and 
Wildlife (WAFWA) 

  Nevada 

WAFWA  Mule Deer 

2012 2012 112,200 

2013 2013 106,000 

2014 2014 108,000 

2015 2015 99,000 

2016 2016 94,000 

2017 2017 92,000 

2018 2018 92,000 

2019 2019 93,000 

2020 2020 92,000 

2021 2021 84,000 

2022 2022 78,000 

2023 2023 68,000 

2024 2024 668,000 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ihBmFlFJfKAnHy8I_D8HMn6lzcdsGOqp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pl7eg1ocyDqO4FnhSygI4Vh9G_-i3Ynj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fqTKY2O80pA303nfv1lah1Vs69pEJvcy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W-9yFxjSLlSWqFK8f34dzaKf7qbd9S7V/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aaqi6MltDZm1m-kaaQMjaioUp8oPdCL1/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/a/deerfriendly.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVlcmZyaWVuZGx5LmNvbXxob21lfGd4OjdiNmI4YTY4MTY1MWY1MzQ
https://docs.google.com/a/deerfriendly.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVlcmZyaWVuZGx5LmNvbXxob21lfGd4OjRmYjA2MDA4NzNiY2ZjNjM
https://docs.google.com/a/deerfriendly.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVlcmZyaWVuZGx5LmNvbXxob21lfGd4OjQwYmJkZDE2ODZmNGNkNzI
https://docs.google.com/a/deerfriendly.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVlcmZyaWVuZGx5LmNvbXxob21lfGd4OjUzNmNjZDE4ZDI5M2IxOTI
https://docs.google.com/a/deerfriendly.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVlcmZyaWVuZGx5LmNvbXxob21lfGd4OjQ0YTlmZTNlMzg1ODM4MQ
https://docs.google.com/a/deerfriendly.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVlcmZyaWVuZGx5LmNvbXxob21lfGd4OmVhMGU0MGEwMmVkZGY1ZA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TKlHBlNHWcFAvhMYQQYWYK0Mpx3_PQSl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l-bN0c4OmaMY01_3WCb3T5uH6VVSGefH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D81TZ5MrRTbcbikyboHfq57B_3Lwiori/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pl7eg1ocyDqO4FnhSygI4Vh9G_-i3Ynj/view?usp=sharing


Junior hunters realized a success rate of 47%, which was well below the previous 3-year 
average success rate of 56%. p. 24 
 
The observed post-season buck ratio was 30 bucks per 100 does for 2023 which is equal to the 
previous 3-year average. The observed spring fawn ratio of 37 fawns per 100 adults was well 
above the 5-year average of 31 fawns per 100 adults. The moisture received during the 
previous winter and timely moisture throughout the year likely contributed to the above 
average fawn recruitment for 2024 and should yield a positive outlook for mule deer populations 
into the 2024-2025 hunting season.  p. 24 

 
 
 
From 2023 WAFWA report 
Population:  68,000    Harvest:  5,500   Hunters:  15,500 
 
The Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) issued approximately 15,500 mule deer tags 
for the 2022 hunting season. The number of tags has steadily decreased over the past 20 years 
and represents the third lowest number of tags issued since 1974. The overall success rate for 
AnyLegal Weapon seasons was 35% statewide… 
 
Statewide fawn production was 54 fawns per 100 females for post-season surveys, compared to 
47 fawns per 100 females during the fall of 2021. 
 
Nevada’s mule deer populations have continued to decline over the past decade largely due 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D81TZ5MrRTbcbikyboHfq57B_3Lwiori/view?usp=sharing


to lack of consistent precipitation, large-scale range fires, conversion of native shrubs to 
invasive grasses, and degraded range conditions from feral horses and burros. Nevada’s 
statewide population estimate for 2023 is 68,000 which is the lowest estimate on record since 
1974. 
 

 
 
From 2022 WAFWA Report 
 
The statewide population estimate for Nevada declined by approximately 20% compared to the 
10-year average with an estimated 78,000 mule deer for 2021.  Nevada’s mule deer populations 
have continued to decline over the past decade largely due to lack of consistent precipitation, 
large-scale range fires, conversion of native shrubs to invasive grasses and degraded range 
conditions from feral horses and burros. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l-bN0c4OmaMY01_3WCb3T5uH6VVSGefH/view?usp=sharing


 
 



 
 
 
 
Source:  Nevada 2021 WAFWA Report, Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
 
2020 Data:  Population 84,000.   Harvest:  6,928.    Hunters:  17,659 
 
From page 28 
… Nevada’s mule deer populations have been on a downward trend in recent decades largely 
due to lack of consistent precipitation, large-scale range fires, conversion of native shrubs to 
invasive grasses, and degraded range conditions from feral horses and burros. In response to 
these declines … 
 
During 2020, biologists classified approximately 12,360 mule deer during the fall survey. 
Statewide fawn production was higher during 2020 with 51 fawns per 100 does observed during 
post-season surveys, compared to 45 fawns per 100 does during the fall 2019. 
 
The observed post-season buck ratio was 29 bucks per 100 does for 2020 which is slightly 
below the 3-year average of 30 bucks per 100 does. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TKlHBlNHWcFAvhMYQQYWYK0Mpx3_PQSl/view?usp=sharing


… issued approximately 17,660 mule deer tags for the 2020 hunting season… about 5,955 
bucks and 900 does were harvested …  
 

 
 



 
 
From 2020 report 
 

https://docs.google.com/a/deerfriendly.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVlcmZyaWVuZGx5LmNvbXxob21lfGd4OmVhMGU0MGEwMmVkZGY1ZA


 
 
 
 
Below from 2013 report, page 13 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W-9yFxjSLlSWqFK8f34dzaKf7qbd9S7V/view?usp=sharing


 
 
 
 


