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Key Knowledge 

In 1666, a huge fire started in a bakery on Pudding Lane. 

It burned down most of London. 

The fire lasted 4 days. 

There had been a drought (it had not rained) so the city 

was very dry. 

In 1666, many people had houses made from wood and 

straw. These burn easily (they are flammable). 

Houses were built too close together. 

We know what happened because people wrote about it in 

their own personal diaries and in newspapers. 

To fight fires during the 17th
 
Century, people had to use 

leather buckets and fire hooks. Fire-fighters did not 

exist. Parts of the city were destroyed by gun powder to 

stop the spread of the fire. 

As the wind died down, so did the fire. On Thursday (4 

days after the fire started) it was put out. 

Vocabulary Definition 

architect A person who designs new buildings. 

bakery A place where bread or cakes are made and sold. 

cathedral The main church in a city, which has a bishop. 

cart A vehicle with two or four wheels pulled by a horse. 

diary A personal record of life's events. 

drought When it does not rain for a long time. 

embers Small pieces of glowing coal or wood in a dying fire. 

eye witness A person who has seen something and can give a description of it. 

fire hooks Wooden poles used to pull down buildings, which were on fire. 

fire squirt A device used to suck up water and to squirt it onto a fire. 

flammable  Materials that burn easily (like wood and straw) 

gun powder A powder that explodes when you set fire to it.  

London The capital city of England and the United Kingdom. 

River Thames The main river that runs through London. 

thatched roof 
This is a roof made from dried straw, which has been tied tightly 

together. 

wattle and daub Animal waste, straw and mud used to make the walls of buildings. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                
 

Important People 

Thomas Farriner He owned the baker 

 (on Pudding Lane) where 

the fire started. 

Thomas Bludworth He was the Lord Mayor of 

London. 

Samuel Pepys 

 

 

He wrote about the great 

fire of London in a diary. He 

reported the fire to the 

King. 

King Charles II 

 

He was the King. 

Sir Christopher Wren 

 

 

He was the architect who 

redesigned London after 

the fire. 


