
 

APIC COVID-19 and Flu Resource Corner 

December 22, 2021 

In collaboration with the Asian and Pacific Islander American Health Forum (APIAHF), APIC is disseminating 
COVID-19 and Influenza-related resources to increase vaccination coverage at the national level. See below for 
relevant resources and distribute them throughout your communities.  

 

COVID -19 Resources 

OMICRON VARIANT INFORMATION 
CDC Updates on Omicron found here 

CDC Endorses ACIP’s Updated COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations 

“CDC is endorsing updated recommendations made by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP) for the prevention of COVID-19, expressing a clinical preference for individuals to receive an mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine over Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine.” 

What we know about Omicron 

●​ How easily does Omicron spread? The Omicron variant likely will spread more easily than the original 
SARS-CoV-2 virus and how easily Omicron spreads compared to Delta remains unknown. CDC 
expects that anyone with Omicron infection can spread the virus to others, even if they are 
vaccinated or don’t have symptoms. 

●​ Will Omicron cause more severe illness? More data are needed to know if Omicron infections, and 
especially reinfections and breakthrough infections in people who are fully vaccinated, cause more 
severe illness or death than infection with other variants. 

●​ Will vaccines work against Omicron? Current vaccines are expected to protect against severe illness, 
hospitalizations, and deaths due to infection with the Omicron variant. However, breakthrough 
infections in people who are fully vaccinated are likely to occur. With other variants, like Delta, 
vaccines have remained effective at preventing severe illness, hospitalizations, and death. The recent 
emergence of Omicron further emphasizes the importance of vaccination and boosters. 

●​ Will treatments work against Omicron? Scientists are working to determine how well existing 
treatments for COVID-19 work. Based on the changed genetic make-up of Omicron, some treatments 
are likely to remain effective while others may be less effective. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/omicron-variant.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1216-covid-19-vaccines.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM72346&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20for%20December%2021%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM72346


Partnering for Vaccine Equity’s Omicron Variant Suggested Talking Points Resource 

“Made to Save” updates and messaging on Omicron 

BOOSTER SHOTS INFORMATION 
APIAHF Booster Shot FAQ (more translations to come!) 

Booster Shots expanded to ages 16+ 
  
“Made to Save” FAQ on Booster Shots 
  
CDC’s weekly Vaccine Confidence Report, Morbidity and Mortality Report, and COVID-19 Science 
Update 
  
Partnering for Vaccine Equity Resource Hub 
This website is a place where community-based organizations (CBOs) and the general public can download a 
wide variety of accurate, diverse, and culturally relevant materials about vaccination for COVID-19 and 
influenza. 
  
CDC Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) 
During CDC Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA), subject matter experts present key 
emergency preparedness and response topics, followed by meaningful Q&A with participants. Each COCA 
Call/Webinar will offer the most up to date information and guidance for clinicians.  
Truth Check Your Timeline: Tools for Spotting Misinformation and Fact Checking Social Media 
Content  
Webinar Recording (November 18 Learning Event) 
How to Combat and Respond to Anti-Vaccine Attacks on Social Media  
(November 30 Learning Event) Webinar Recording and Slides 

Events 
●​ January 25-26, 2022 

Families USA’s Health Action Conference: Health Justice Now is right around the corner on January 25-26. This 
will be a critical time for advocates to mobilize, commit to collective action, and persist in our shared fight to 
eliminate the health inequities and health system failures laid bare by the COVID-19 crisis. Join us to learn from 
colleagues and speakers across the country, network with fellow advocates, and gain the skills needed to secure 
profound policy change. 

●​ Don’t forget to register before Dec. 31st for the early bird rate! 
●​ We strongly believe in having a diversity of voice at our conference. If cost is a barrier to attending, 

consider applying for a scholarship. Scholarship applications are due November 30, 2021. 
●​ Nominations are open to submit your pick for Health Justice Advocate of the year! Do you know a 

colleague who tirelessly fought for health justice in 2021? Let us know! Submit your nominations here.  

  
●​ Thursday, January 27 at 3 pm PT / 6 pm ET 

Morehouse School of Medicine: CommUNITY Exchange​
Practical approaches to learning about successful culturally-appropriate COVID-19 messaging and response 
strategies, the one-year vaccination roll-out milestones and the impact COVID-19 has on mental health. 
Register here. 

https://mcusercontent.com/0f052a6fe6159ea15af1e2d4b/files/ffff9b42-c1d1-b824-8b0a-b778117d7ea0/12.15.21_New_Omicron_data_English_Spanish.pdf
https://madetosave.org/resources/omicron/?emci=e9e52fcd-345c-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=f36e54d5-495c-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&ceid=1931711
https://www.aa-nhpihealthresponse.org/updates
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html
https://madetosave.org/2021/11/23/what-you-need-to-know-about-covid-19-boosters/?emci=e9e52fcd-345c-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=f36e54d5-495c-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&ceid=1931711#Introduction
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccinate-with-confidence.html#reports
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index.html
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Flibrary%2Fcovid19%2Fscienceupdates.html%3FSort%3DDate%253A%253Adesc&data=04%7C01%7Clshen%40apiahf.org%7C9d761590e79b47157ad108d976dfa9a6%7C7a63d5f03cb842539401edf795b34f18%7C0%7C0%7C637671525282415423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=b3FqGeI8IqgLzNcwdq9pDtnNUaPeF3jKEILjSizSsrA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Flibrary%2Fcovid19%2Fscienceupdates.html%3FSort%3DDate%253A%253Adesc&data=04%7C01%7Clshen%40apiahf.org%7C9d761590e79b47157ad108d976dfa9a6%7C7a63d5f03cb842539401edf795b34f18%7C0%7C0%7C637671525282415423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=b3FqGeI8IqgLzNcwdq9pDtnNUaPeF3jKEILjSizSsrA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.vaccineresourcehub.org/
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/index.asp
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/index.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLToF1Aig3o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=1OTd5K5rBNU&feature=youtu.be&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM71287&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering+for+Vaccine+Equity+Network+Digest+for+December+7%2C+2021&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM71287
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffamiliesusa.org%2Four-work%2Fhealth-action-conference%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clshen%40apiahf.org%7C2e5a1e2d7d90410b94c908d9a941c930%7C7a63d5f03cb842539401edf795b34f18%7C0%7C0%7C637726922291531937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nYJz1rRcO%2F%2F2I9icOdNHrPs1h8ga5AM9W5lgGnx9Cq0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fna.eventscloud.com%2Fereg%2Fnewreg.php%3Feventid%3D647290%26&data=04%7C01%7Clshen%40apiahf.org%7C2e5a1e2d7d90410b94c908d9a941c930%7C7a63d5f03cb842539401edf795b34f18%7C0%7C0%7C637726922291541929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aHlipnib03aAi2frfrEks9DeP9B5q5AoEK23qdEZ2Z8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F83RCGQW&data=04%7C01%7Clshen%40apiahf.org%7C2e5a1e2d7d90410b94c908d9a941c930%7C7a63d5f03cb842539401edf795b34f18%7C0%7C0%7C637726922291541929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3CLa74DWfqZ9GB51ZVP6A2xbP9uFEShBCs8N9a2JVr4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FL8R3D7Y&data=04%7C01%7Clshen%40apiahf.org%7C2e5a1e2d7d90410b94c908d9a941c930%7C7a63d5f03cb842539401edf795b34f18%7C0%7C0%7C637726922291551931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=b0IFruCjxCicdRDIPP6rUGDX6yi3fsGG9w4Y0oDgnq0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.msm.edu/Research/research_centersandinstitutes/NCPC/communityconversations.php?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM72346&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20for%20December%2021%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM72346


  
Funding Opportunities 

●​ Launch of The Mercury Project, a three-year, $10 million investment to support research to quantify the 
costs and harms of mis- and disinformation, and identify new tools to reduce its impact. They are  accepting 
initial letters of inquiry on a rolling basis from now through May 1, 2022. Applicants are encouraged to submit 
their letters as soon as possible, and successful applicants are invited to submit a full proposal. 

  
This pandemic has revealed the real and physical risks that mis- and disinformation in our media environment 
pose to us all. Currently we lack knowledge about cost-effective interventions that may be able to counter the 
effects of mis- and dis-information, and support the uptake of reliable and accurate information. But evidence, 
data, and collaboration are cornerstones to solving many of society’s global issues, and the researchers in The 
Mercury Project consortium will lay the groundwork to improve public health now and for decades to come. 

  
The Mercury Project will fund projects based in the United States, Africa, Asia, and Latin America for up to three 
years and will, for the first time, connect organizations fighting public health misinformation on five continents 
and provide an opportunity to share resources and communicate best practices. A significant part of the program 
will include annual international convenings of grantees, other researchers, and leaders in policy and technology 
to develop joint recommendations that advance global public health. 

  
Find more information at https://www.ssrc.org/programs/the-mercury-project/  
  

●​ Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Evidence for Action: Innovative Research to Advance Racial Equity 

  
Evidence for Action prioritizes research to evaluate specific interventions (e.g., policies, programs, practices) that 
have the potential to counteract the harms of structural and systemic racism and improve health, well-being, and 
equity outcomes. We are concerned both with the direct impacts of structural racism on the health and 
well-being of people and communities of color (e.g., Black, Latina/o/x, Indigenous, Asian, Pacific Islander people, 
and other races and ethnicities)—as well as the ways in which racism intersects with other forms of 
marginalization, such as having low income, being an immigrant, having a disability, or identifying as LGBTQ+ or a 
gender minority. 
This funding is focused on studies about upstream causes of health inequities, such as the systems, structures, 
laws, policies, norms, and practices that determine the distribution of resources and opportunities, which in turn 
influence individuals’ options and behaviors. Research should center on the needs and experiences of 
communities exhibiting the greatest health burdens and be motivated by real-world priorities. It should be able 
to inform a specific course of action and/or establish beneficial practices, not stop at characterizing or 
documenting the extent of a problem. 
E4A seeks grantees who are deeply committed to conducting rigorous and equitable research and ensuring that 
their findings are actionable in the real world. In addition to research funding, RWJF also supports grantees with 
stakeholder engagement, dissemination of findings, and other activities that can enhance their projects’ 
potential to “move the needle” on health and racial equity. Only through intentional and collaborative efforts to 
disrupt racism and translate research to action can we hope to build a more just and equitable society and a 
Culture of Health. 

  
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Applicants will generally receive notice within six to nine weeks of 
applying as to whether they are invited to submit a full proposal. Full proposals will be due two months from the 
date of notification. Funding recommendations will generally be made within eight weeks of receipt of the full 
proposal. In circumstances when a research opportunity is time sensitive, reviews may be expedited. An 
explanation of the time-sensitive nature of the research should be included in the LOI application. 

  
Click here for more information. 

  

https://www.ssrc.org/programs/the-mercury-project/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2021/evidence-for-action--innovative-research-to-advance-racial-equity.html?rid=0032S00002UukZTQAZ&et_cid=2495831&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM70471&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20for%20November%2023%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM70471


●​ Brave of Heart Fund 
The Brave of Heart Fund was established to provide monetary grants to eligible family members of frontline 
healthcare workers and healthcare volunteers who lose their lives because of COVID-19. The cash grant awards 
will provide basic and continuing financial support for common needs, such as funeral costs, medical care, 
counselling, food, educational expenses of children and other dependents currently in school, mortgage or rent 
payments, and immediate living expenses, as these family members manage the impact of the COVID-19 crisis 
and begin to move forward. 
  
There are two forms of grants that may be available. You may be eligible for an initial grant of $15,000 to 
alleviate the cost of immediate needs related to funeral costs and other essential household expenses. A second 
grant may also be available for continuing needs and longer-term expenses for up to six months, subject to 
income eligibility and documentation of financial need. This second grant is intended to help defray expenses 
such as housing, utilities, educational expenses of dependents currently in school, childcare, clothing, food, 
transportation, counseling, and medical expenses. These grants may range up to $60,000. The exact amount of 
any grant will depend on a variety of factors including, without limitation, the applicant’s demonstration of 
financial need and availability of funds. The final determination of grant eligibility and amounts will be made by 
E4E Relief. Grants and grant amounts are not guaranteed and are subject to availability of funds remaining within 
the Fund.   
  
This verification portal is available to family members of healthcare workers and healthcare volunteers who lost 
their lives because of COVID-19 to submit information to verify your eligibility to apply for a Brave of Heart Fund 
grant. Once verified, the eligible family member will be invited to apply directly to E4E Relief for available grants. 
  
Applications will be accepted through December 31, 2021. Click here for more information. 
  

●​ Peace Development Fund, Community Organization Grants 

  
The Community Organizing Grants program contains PDF’s annual grantmaking docket and the De Colores Rapid 
Response Fund. Any organization that fits PDF’s guidelines is eligible to apply for a grant. PDF currently only 
funds organizations in the United States, Haiti and Mexico through the Community Organizing Grants docket. 
Each year PDF receives hundreds of proposals from grassroots community organizations seeking funding. 
Through a careful review and interview process, PDF selects those organizations that will have a significant 
impact in their geographic and social justice focus area, or are working on issues that are not yet recognized by 
progressive funders. 
  
Application deadline is December 29, 2021. For more information and to apply, please click here. 
  

●​ Walmart Local Community Grants 
Local community grants are awarded through an open application process and provide funding directly from 
Walmart and Sam’s Club facilities to local organizations in the U.S.  
  
Deadline to apply is December 31, 2021. Please click here for more information and the application. 
  

●​ RADx-UP CDCC Community Collaboration Mini-Grant Program  
The CDCC’s Community Collaboration Mini-Grant Program seeks to support the inclusion of additional 
community partners and stakeholder groups who are not currently part of the RADx-UP program through CDCC 
subawards. 
  
Engagement in the evaluation and adoption of established and new diagnostic tests by the communities 
adversely affected by COVID-19 is critical to reducing the disease burden in the United States. This program will 
provide CDCC subawards (hereinafter referred to as “mini-grants”) to increase the capacity for COVID-19 testing 
expertise within the community. Increasing training, education, communication, information dissemination, and 

https://braveofheartfund.smapply.io/?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM70471&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20for%20November%2023%2C%202021&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM71287&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20for%20December%207%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM71287&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM70471
https://www.peacedevelopmentfund.org/grants-and-programs/community-organizing-grants-program/?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM71287&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20for%20December%207%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM71287
https://walmart.org/how-we-give/local-community-grants?utm_campaign=fyi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM71287&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20for%20December%207%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM71287


capacity building related to COVID-19 testing, isolation, contact tracing, among others, in communities will 
increase our ability to decrease COVID-19 transmission and save lives. 
  
For more information and to apply, click here.  

Job Postings 
Community Engagement Coordinator or Manager (Currently remote but will report to Oakland, CA or Washington DC 
office when we return) 

This publication was made possible by cooperative agreement CDC-RFA-IP21-2106 from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and 
do not necessarily represent the official views of CDC/HHS. 

Asian and Pacific Islander Caucus for Public Health (APIC) 
1 Kaiser Plaza, Suite 850, Oakland, CA, 94612 
 

https://radx-up.org/apply-for-grant/?open=grant&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM71287&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20for%20December%207%2C%202021&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2175-DM72346&ACSTrackingLabel=Partnering%20for%20Vaccine%20Equity%20Network%20Digest%20for%20December%2021%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM72346&deliveryName=USCDC_2175-DM71287
https://www.apiahf.org/community-engagement-coordinator-manager/
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