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Read to Achieve

Formative/Diagnostic Assessment
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

This Frequently Asked Questions document is intended to be a “living document.” It will be periodically updated
with more current information, additions, and clarifications as the Read to Achieve implementation process
moves forward.

FAQ Quicklinks:

Benchmark Windows/Progress Monitoring

Technology
Professional Development and Materials
Family Engagement

Dual L anguage/Immersion (DL/I

Multilingual

Exceptional Children

Gifted Learners
3rd Grade Proficiency

**For districts choosing to use Amplify for grades %, please see the simplified FAQ linked below**
B Amplify 4/5 Internal FAQ

Benchmark/Progress Monitoring

Questions Answers
A.1 Is the state requiring any use of Per legislation, progress monitoring should
mCLASSP® for progress monitoring or is it just | occur between each benchmark based on
the universal screener at BOY, MOY and student data and to fulfill the requirements of
EOY? the Individualized Reading Plans (IRP).
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/12lYee3C8npM8Vv5qcoGDqumML4rZrfgLrph_ohlQHhM/edit?usp=sharing

A.2 Is the expectation that year round will
follow the same BOY window or can it be
adjusted?

Benchmark windows for districts will be
adjusted based on beginning of the year start
dates.

A.3 What is the plan for administering the
assessment with our Virtual Academy
students?

North Carolina remote assessment guidance

A.4 Is the state providing guidelines for
progress monitoring?

Progress monitoring is still required and
should occur between each benchmark
window to guide instruction. The frequency of
progress monitoring should be based on
student data. Please refer to guidelines as
stated in the 2023 DIBELS® 8 edition
administration and scoring guide.

A.5 What are the guidelines around

dates?

Benchmark assessment BOY, MOY and EOY

It is essential that we use established
guidelines to determine benchmark
assessment windows. The guidelines are as
follows:

BOY, MOY, EQY Assessments are to be
administered within 15 consecutive
instructional days, not including holidays.
BOY: Within days 6 — 21 of the school year.
No testing during the first 5 days to establish
relationships and routines.

MOY: Within days 80 — 100 of the school year.
EQY: Immediately preceding the start of EOGs.
The EQY window should end prior to the last
10 student days of the school year.

A.6 Does DIBELS® 8 meet all legislative
requirements?

Yes. Formative and diagnostic assessments
and resultant literacy interventions shall
address oral language, phonological and
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary,
fluency, and comprehension using
developmentally appropriate practices.

The additional oral language and vocabulary
components are also required.

A.7 What components of DIBELS® 8 are
required for NC assessment?

The following DIBELS® 8 assessment
measures are required: Letter Naming Fluency,
Phonemic Segmentation Fluency, Nonsense
Word Fluency, Word Reading Fluency, Oral
Reading Fluency, MAZE (Basic
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https://amplify.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Key-Points-for-Remote-Assessment-for-NC-page-Google-Docs.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mMgZ1lwYkFhhIGnNjbSGKJRgigWES-Xr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mMgZ1lwYkFhhIGnNjbSGKJRgigWES-Xr/view?usp=sharing

Comprehension), Oral Language, and
Vocabulary

A.8 Why are the BOY cut scores lower than
the EQY cut scores from the previous year?

There is a specific formula used to calculate
composite scores for each grade level and
each probe is weighted.

Each grade has a specific number of probes
which impacts the overall composite scores
per grade level.

Refer to DIBELS® 8 admin/scoring quide
(pages 124-140) regarding composite score
calculations and weights.

Therefore, it is not a linear progression across
K-3 because the probes assessed at each
grade level are different and their weight shifts
based on the grade level.

Weights are consistent within grade levels
across benchmark periods, but NOT
consistent between grade levels.

Refer to Understanding DIBELS® 8 Edition
Composite Scores for more in-depth
information.

A.9 Can anyone other than the assigned
teacher of record assess students in
mCLASS?

Assessments may be administered by the
teacher of record or a certified teacher per the
district’s directive. You do not need to do
anything within Infinite Campus/Infinite
Campus, as all students are automatically
placed under the teacher of record. Amplify
has a feature where you can create groups and
add the needed students to the group. A user
with full or system access will need to create
the group. This link contains instructions for
creating a group. View Amplify’s 3-minute
YouTube video, How to Add a Group, for
step-by-step instructions.

Tl North Carolina Department of

2 PUBLIC INSTRUCTION



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mMgZ1lwYkFhhIGnNjbSGKJRgigWES-Xr/view?usp=sharing
https://amplify.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/NC-Add-a-Group-Feature.pdf
https://youtu.be/plwN0NcJLPU
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A.10 Can Teacher Assistants progress
monitor?

Yes, but you must follow the guidance
included within the memo below.
B TA Guidelines Memo

A.11 How do | assign roles within mCLASS?

Roles for mCLASS® must be assigned in
Infinite Campus. In order to be included in the
staff file sent to mMCLASS® from Infinite
Campus, staff members must have a Read to
Achieve role assigned to them. It is also
important to ensure staff members are active
(status = 1) and that they have an email
address associated with NCEdCloud.

RtA Role Definitions:

RtA Admin (mCLASS System Access) -
Includes all access at the "Specialist” level as
well as access to the Amplify Service Hub.
Intended for RtA System Administrators,
School/PSU Technical Leads, Data Managers.
There should be only 1 RtA Admin user per
school and 1-2 per district office. This is the
highest level of access to the Amplify system.

RtA Specialist (nCLASS Full Access) - Staff
members can view all assessment results and
modify their personal information. Intended for
district and school leaders, reading specialists,
coaches, specialists working with multiple
classes.

RtA Teacher (mCLASS Standard Access) -
Staff members can view their classes'
assessment results and modify their personal
information. Intended for classroom teachers.
Once these conditions are correct in Infinite
Campus, the staff member will be enrolled in
mMCLASS® the next day and be able to log in to
SSO0 via the NCEdCloud. If a staff member
receives a “user not found” message when
attempting to log in to mCLASS® via
NCEdCloud, this means they do not have a
staff record enrolled in mCLASS. See the
linked documents below for more information.
RtA Staff Roles Article
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Czh0cXOMBvoVn7bDWxALJzVMjXvjj74IQN_axfabuHY/edit?usp=sharing
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Famplify.com%252Fpdf%252Fuploads%252F2024%252F07%252FRtA-Staff-Roles-NCSIS-IC-2.pdf%2F1%2F01000198ae0a6f83-8762b28d-a718-4bc1-8421-6e099181d788-000000%2FZUOLRFIw2ipVxt9e7GPdgiiPo0xRZz6z5HmjMm5C_TM%3D418&data=05%7C02%7CThomas.Merritt%40dpi.nc.gov%7C8228c7f913474fd2568608dddc046fee%7C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%7C1%7C0%7C638908634311791385%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3bWP8ZXIsZTNK7PkYx1Df3Xn4cjHoRxlJSLzAzLCQ2Q%3D&reserved=0

mMCLASS Troubleshooting Article

A.12 Can a substitute assess students in
mCLASS?

Assessments should only be administered by
a certified teacher. If the teacher of record is
out, a substitute should not assess the
students. The exception is if the teacher of
record is out on long-term leave (e.g.,
maternity leave, extended illness), a substitute
may assess the students only if the substitute
fulfilling the long-term leave is a certified
teacher and has been trained in administering
DIBELS® 8 assessments.

A.13 There is no more gating used in Amplify
for K-3. What if a student misses multiple
responses and the software prompts to
discontinue the assessment?

There is no gating in any grade level (K-3) in
mCLASS.

If a student does not get any letters/words
correct in the first line, a popup prompts you to
discontinue the measure. To confirm, tap
Discontinue Assessment and the mCLASS®
dashboard displays, with a score of 0 recorded
for the measure. The teacher will need to
continue with all additional measures required
for the grade level.

A.14 When | log into the assessment
platform, | only see a demo class. | am an
administrator and need to see the data for all
of my students or schools.

After logging in to mCLASS® you will need to
select mCLASS® reporting to view data.

For further guidance, please refer to the
Accessing mCLASS® guidance slides.

A.15 Do | need to submit invalidations for
progress monitoring?

No, invalidations occurring during progress
monitoring do NOT need to be submitted to
DPI or Amplify. Districts can determine if a
process is needed at the local level.

A.16 What is the invalidation process for the
benchmark assessments?

Please see the Amplify Assessment
Invalidation Process Document for further

clarification.

Please note: districts can determine if an
additional documentation process is needed
at the local level.
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https://ncdepartmentofpublicinstruction.knowledgeowl.com/home/mclass-troubleshooting-b199df7
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-HMgFaoXshtezWPmZ5cTwbif3lc44JX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-HMgFaoXshtezWPmZ5cTwbif3lc44JX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mGpqpKKOEaZDr0a_w0Pwye0C7D9rJNhz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mGpqpKKOEaZDr0a_w0Pwye0C7D9rJNhz/view?usp=sharing

A.17 What do | do if my students/staff are not | For those in need of support for rostering
rostering correctly? students, classes, and staff into mCLASS:

Tier 1: Refer to the mCLASS Troubleshooting
Article and the RtA Staff Roles Article to be
sure data has been entered correctly in Infinite
Campus.

If you are unable to resolve your issue using
the articles linked above:

Tier 2: Contact Amplify Customer Care using
one of the methods below. Using the online
support form will result in the quickest
response.

e Complete the online support form
(faster)

e (Call (888) 890-2505
e Email help@amplify.com

If Amplify is unable to resolve the issue:

Tier 3: Ask your data manager to submit a
ticket to the DPI SIS Team via the DPI
ServiceNow Portal.

QRD_ServiceNowrequests_2021.drupal.pdf

Technology

Questions Answers

B.1 What technology will be needed? Each teacher administering the assessment
will need one device and internet connection
to upload final data.

Device specifications linked here

B.2 Will headsets be provided? If so, what No, headsets will not be provided.
would be their estimated arrival?

B.3 Will funding be provided for additional No, additional devices will not be provided
devices? this year.

B.4 Is there a way to get a shortcut to They will need to use the Single Sign On for
mCLASS® on the ipad home screen? security purposes. This is different from the

past when they used apps.
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https://ncdepartmentofpublicinstruction.knowledgeowl.com/home/mclass-troubleshooting-b199df7
https://ncdepartmentofpublicinstruction.knowledgeowl.com/home/mclass-troubleshooting-b199df7
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fncdepartmentofpublicinstruction.knowledgeowl.com%252Fhome%252Frta-staff-roles%2F1%2F01000198ae0a9823-73617cce-b779-4c1d-a025-17ea70656fd6-000000%2FS_mMVl7W6dU-vHHKGJMEV3NzfaSQiWr3-RiSJMBJubI%3D418&data=05%7C02%7CCandace.Heath%40dpi.nc.gov%7C3313795a24f240a5c86408dddc047634%7C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%7C1%7C0%7C638908634253100136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V9MeHhfjlG%2BYLHS5mBLT%2ByxZgUqpjzePb4U2Gazmdi4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fservice.amplify.com%252Fs%252Fsupport%2F1%2F0100019860c9b3e2-961f7ad6-e3f0-448e-ac4e-3600db113ab8-000000%2FNt12kCocyhViJJs_7nx8FjKdhlRUBMJjqeZpx1X__20%3D416&data=05%7C02%7Ckaren.wood%40dpi.nc.gov%7C1ecbf0fe355e44587f9908ddd03abf89%7C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%7C1%7C0%7C638895673329330583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hab43qfqq%2BM3k%2FokkPOfCTRHqdAlqjORV1nkCOsCh2A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fncgov.servicenowservices.com%252Fsp_dpi%2F1%2F0100019860c9b3e2-961f7ad6-e3f0-448e-ac4e-3600db113ab8-000000%2FdP3lez82NUmPk5U067d2D5-vxAr1d93gSXVB92tW6Ck%3D416&data=05%7C02%7Ckaren.wood%40dpi.nc.gov%7C1ecbf0fe355e44587f9908ddd03abf89%7C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%7C1%7C0%7C638895673329342641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3EszgjNgi3N04KVhT%2FNHWI6zeARHv6RzLkjHZmotBtQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.dpi.nc.gov%252Fdocuments%252Ftechservices%252Fqrd-servicenow-requests%252Fdownload%253Fattachment%2F1%2F0100019860c9b3e2-961f7ad6-e3f0-448e-ac4e-3600db113ab8-000000%2FX7GqnbALmf5V_P5pchJYx98SAhByirGsEbxYGxfygT4%3D416&data=05%7C02%7Ckaren.wood%40dpi.nc.gov%7C1ecbf0fe355e44587f9908ddd03abf89%7C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%7C1%7C0%7C638895673329355105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RseQ%2BwYTvCUgJ0PwNw4ANGVkZPHymXX5SRhZ5sBu4lU%3D&reserved=0
https://amplify.com/customer-requirements/

B.5 Who should we contact for Amplify An Amplify NC specific support line is now
support? available, +1 (888) 890-2505. You will be
routed to our dedicated North Carolina team.
They are well-versed in all things mCLASS®
specific to North Carolina. We are in close
contact with that team and know this solution
will provide your educators with the support
they need.

Alternatively, you can create a support ticket
using this form.
https://service.amplify.com/s/support

The Service Hub is an online portal which
allows district- and school-level
administrators to create support tickets,
check on ticket status, and view reports
related to support cases. Educators who have
an RtA Admin role have access to the Service
Hub. You can access the Service Hub here
Log in with the SSO Login icon and search for
North Carolina Public Schools. Your
NCEdCloud credentials will enable you to
access the Service Hub.

Professional Development and Materials

Questions Answers

C.1 What do we do with our unused TRC Districts are no longer required to keep old
and/or old DIBELS® Next materials in schools? | assessment materials. Districts may
determine how to disperse or discard.

C.2 Does Amplify have a site specifically Yes, Please visit NC Amplify.
aligned to NC requirements?

C.3 Are there additional supports to help me Yes, please visit Self-Paced Amplify Course.
learn more about Amplify?

C.4 How many CEUs are provided for At the completion of the Amplify online
completing the online training modules? What | self-paced course, participants can print a
is the process to document the CEUs? certificate of completion to submit to their

district for CEUS. The online course should
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https://service.amplify.com/s/support
https://servicehub.amplify.com/supporttickets/s/?_gl=1*4st5sk*_gcl_au*NjQ0ODg1NjEwLjE3NDA2ODA4OTc.*_ga*ODA2NTEwNjU2LjE2NzMzODQzMjQ.*_ga_KB37BKPPF6*czE3NDc4MzgzMTUkbzgyJGcwJHQxNzQ3ODM4MzE1JGo2MCRsMCRoMCRkNXNFeENNUnZWWW9LU1I5VEh6WFRwSFVJVXpIRml5TnJfUQ..
https://amplify.com/north-carolina/#
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gpOkEdjvuAJK6QbH86hf312KaEBuYDJy/view

take between 3-4 hours to complete. It is up
to the district to determine the process for
issuing the CEUs.

C.5 When students complete the online MAZE
and Vocab assessments, will they log in
through NCEdCloud, or via the Amplify
website with a username and password?

Students will use SSO by logging to
NCEdCloud and clicking on Amplify. This will
take them directly to the assessment site.

C.6 Who do we contact for additional
materials?

Contact Thomas.Merritt@dpi.nc.gov.

C.7 Do we have access to the mCLASS®
screeners for Dyslexia risk and related
difficulty?

The mCLASS® screeners for Dyslexia risk and
related difficulty that are available within
mCLASSP® are Vocabulary, RAN, and Spelling.

Vocabulary is currently required for all
students and is accessible in the mCLASS®
platform.

RAN and Spelling can be added at the school
or district level as requested.

Adding RAN and Spelling measures would be
no additional cost.

mCLASS® Dyslexia Toolkit

mCLASS® Vocabulary, Spelling, and RAN
M res: i nD
Instructional Next Steps

C.8 Will there be any training for mCLASS® for
districts using this assessment?

Yes. Amplify offers full-day training and
half-day refresher training sessions during the
summer months.

Family Engagement

Questions

Answers

D.1 Does Amplify have any at home materials?

Yes, the Home Connect® provides activities
based on student assessment data.

Tl North Carolina Department of

=
2 PUBLIC INSTRUCTION



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yy5wlbaNO7auIsGvFeRGGaBPaVoU2DDA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yy5wlbaNO7auIsGvFeRGGaBPaVoU2DDA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IgSgvWKh5BjfbLnaUMEVeNc6jvVy6JwI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IgSgvWKh5BjfbLnaUMEVeNc6jvVy6JwI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IgSgvWKh5BjfbLnaUMEVeNc6jvVy6JwI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IgSgvWKh5BjfbLnaUMEVeNc6jvVy6JwI/view?usp=sharing
https://mclass.amplify.com/homeconnect/

D.2 Do parents have access to assess
students?

No, this is not considered a best practice for
collecting consistent, valid and reliable data.
Assessments should be administered by
school staff.

D.3 Are there any state guidelines about how
and/or when we share our district state RtA
benchmark and progress monitoring results
with the K-3 parents?

State Board policy requires parents receive
notification after each benchmark (BOY, MOY,
EQY). KNEC-002: After each benchmark
period, the school shall provide the parent of
each individual K-3 student with
program-generated written notification of the
student’s progress, including: assessment
results, whether the student may not reach
reading proficiency by the end of the third
grade, and instructional support activities for
use at home.

Additionally, an Individual Reading Plan (IRP)
shall be developed for any student in
kindergarten through third grade
demonstrating difficulty with reading
development based on the results of either (i)
the first diagnostic or formative assessment
of the school year or (ii) the first diagnostic or
formative assessment of the second
semester of the school year. The IRP shall be
continually adjusted based on multiple data
sources. A student's parent or guardian shall
be given notice that the student has been
identified as having difficulty with reading
development and that an IRP has been
developed.

Dual Language/Immersion (DL/I)

Questions

Answers

DL/l FAQs

E.1 Can DL/I students be assessed in
Spanish?

Yes. Effective 22-23 SY all Spanish DL/I
classrooms will have access to mCLASS®
Lectura.

Tl North Carolina Department of
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nsnz4zclJPl0xBbVHR24isBslxYUrS_G7YHzk4RIfeA/preview
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E.2 What is the process for translating
mCLASS® materials into other DL/l program
languages?

Districts are allowed to have assessment
materials translated as needed. This would
be a district's responsibility.

E.3 Will there be any training for mCLASS®
Lectura for districts using this assessment?

Yes. Amplify offers full-day Lectura training
and half-day refresher training sessions
during the summer months.

E.4 For schools with DL/l programs, are
students assessed in English, Spanish, or both
languages?

The English assessment is required for all K-3
classrooms, except Spanish DL/I classrooms
that are 100%, 80/20 or 90/10, where testing
is done exclusively with mCLASS® Lectura,
the Spanish assessment.

If a Spanish DL/I classroom that is 100%,
80/20 or 90/10 would also like to test in
English, they can indicate that they are
requesting Amplify assessment materials in
both English and Spanish.

*Funding is provided for both English and
Spanish assessments.

Spanish DL/I classrooms that are 50/50, or
have some other instructional time allotment
(ex. 70/30 or 60/40), are required to use the
English assessment and can choose to use
the Spanish assessment if they would like to
test in both languages.

*Funding is provided for both English and
Spanish assessments.

E.5 Are the Benchmark assessment BOY, MOY
and EOY dates the same for mCLASS® Lectura
and DIBELS® 8?

No, it is not a requirement to use the same
assessment window for DIBELS® 8 and
mCLASS® Lectura, though schools may
choose to target this for MOY and EOY.

E.6 How do teachers access mCLASS® Lectura
to assess DL/l students in Spanish?

Teachers access both mCLASS®
assessments (DIBELS® 8 and/or Lectura) in
the same way, via NCEdCloud.

In order for teachers to assess students in
Spanish, both teachers and students will
need to be rostered through Infinite Campus

MNorth Carolina Department of
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in the same process as the students who are
being assessed in English with DIBELS® 8.
The English Language Arts (ELA) course
code (1050, 1051,1052, 1053, 1054, 1055)
that is currently used for rostering
information from the Student Information
System or Infinite Campus should continue to
be used.

In order to identify the Spanish DL/I students
testing with mCLASS® Lectura, schools will
need to use the grouping feature in mCLASS.
This feature allows students to be officially
rostered in their ELA section and grouped in
DL/I class, so testing in Spanish or testing in
both Spanish and English can be done easily
and accurately.

Please view Amplify’s 3-minute YouTube

video, How to Add a Group, for step-by-step
instructions.

E.7 What skills does Lectura measure?

Lectura has the following assessment
measures:

Letter Naming - FNL (Fluidez en nombrar
letras)

Phonological Awareness - FSS (Fluidez en la
segmentacion de silabas) y QQ (;Qué
queda?)

Alphabetic Principle - FSL (Fluidez en los
sonidos de letras), LSS (Fluidez en los
sonidos de silabas), FEP (Fluidez en
palabras)

Fluency - FLO (Fluidez en Lectura oral)
Comprehension - CP (;Cudl palabra?)

There are also some additional Spanish
assessments available to broaden the skills
measured:

Spelling Espafiol (Encoding)

Oral Language Espafiol

Vocabulary Espafiol

Note: Spanish has a transparent orthography,
so DL/l students may be able to decode

Tl North Carolina Department of
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https://youtu.be/plwN0NcJLPU

earlier than students in English-only
classrooms.

E.8 Will mCLASS® Lectura change the EVAAS | No, mCLASS® Lectura will not change the
growth model for teachers? current EVAAS growth model focusing on
data collection for English only; however, it
does allow for aligned instructional support
systems and practices in all English and
Spanish classrooms, which is required so
that NC DL/I teachers and students have
access to aligned resources and data to plan
and adjust instruction accordingly.

E.9 Will the state pay for 4th grade transitional | The state will provide one Amplify

materials for Lectura subscriptions? assessment kit for each school to share for
the purpose of monitoring growth/proficiency
for 3/4 transition/accelerated reading
classes as an optional pathway to meet the
instructional needs of these students.

The state will not pay for 5th grade.

E.10 What are the mCLASS® Lectura B mCLASS_Lectura_Benchmark_Goals.pdf
benchmark goals?

Questions Answers
F.1 Can instructions be read in Spanish for a Students identified as an English learner may
non-English speaking child? NOT be given the directions in his/her home

language. This is similar to the Kindergarten
Screener, English Language Proficiency
screener requirement that the assessment
instructions be administered in English only.
Students who are new to the country should
be progress monitored on foundational skills
appropriately and out of grade level if needed.
For example, a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd grade child
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with limited English may need instruction in
the Kindergarten skill area of phonemic
awareness with progress monitoring in
between assessments. Benchmarking should
begin when the next window opens.

F.2 Do students recently new to the country
take the RTA diagnostic assessment?

An initial recommendation would be to find
out if the student has ACCESS or WIDA
Screener Scores. The school’s testing
coordinators and ESL teachers have this
information.

DIBELS® 8 would provide additional data to
determine essential instructional support.
Schools should invite the ESL teacher to be a
part of the discussion, review all data
available and determine next steps aligned to
the WIDA Can-Do descriptors and data.

Exceptional Children

Questions

Answers

EC Guidance Document

G.1 Can a ruler or paper be used in DIBELS® 8
to support students in not getting “offline”
when taking certain assessment measures?

The use of a ruler or marker is an approved
accommodation on DIBELS® 8. Best practice
would be to use a ruler or marker only with
those students who use it regularly in the
classroom. It does not have to be noted in an
IEP for a student to make use of this
accommodation.

G.2 Are large print and/or braille DIBELS® 8
assessment materials available?

If you need large print and/or braille DIBELS®
8 assessment materials please reach out to
your consultant or
thomas.merritt@dpi.nc.gov.

G.3 Is it permissible for a teacher to use a
blank sheet of paper to highlight only the row
the student is reading in order to cover the
rest of the page for less confusion?

Yes, this is developmentally appropriate and
does not require an IEP modification.

Tl North Carolina Department of
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G.4 Is it permissible for students with IEPs to
receive extended time on the one minute
probes for each measure and does the
school's IEP team make that decision?

The one minute probes should be maintained
for the purpose of the benchmark and
measuring automaticity. However, for
instructional guidance the teacher may record
the information at the one minute mark and
have the student continue beyond the one
minute timeline for the teacher to gather
additional instructional information.

G.5 Are there options for exemption when
providing the mCLASS® assessment to K-2
students? If so, what is the process for the
exemption? (ex. Student with apraxia in which
mCLASSP® isn't appropriate for)

These decisions are made by the IEP team
according to the student's individual data. If
the IEP determines DIBELS® 8 is not
appropriate, the team will need to determine
what assessments will be used as an
alternative.

G.6 For IEPs and 504s, what accommodations
are most appropriate (or allowed, if any) in the
Amplify assessment materials?

These decisions are made by the IEP team
according to the student's individual data.

Gifted Learners

Questions

Answers

H.1 How will DIBELS® 8 ensure we continue to
challenge our highest performers based on
the assessment data?

DIBELS® 8 identifies high performers, with the
“above benchmark” (blue) designation. These
students are outperforming grade level
expectations.

Because DIBELS® 8 drives Lexile scores,
teachers can place high performing students
in suitably complex texts and accelerate their
growth over time.

DIBELS® 8 also supports tracking of
performance against similarly advanced
students, meaning that teachers can monitor
a high performing student’s growth over time
to see how it compares to other high
performing students.

MNorth Carolina Department of
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Finally, mCLASS® creates instructional groups
and makes recommendations to teachers.
High performing students will generally
receive recommendations related to
advanced comprehension skills and
strategies. These lessons focus on topics
such as figurative language, author’s craft,
and claims and evidence.

Some of the DIBELS® 8 improvements include
increasing complex letter-sound
combinations and increasingly complex
words in Nonsense Word and Word Reading
measures that were specifically designed to
try to address some of the ceiling effects that
were problematic with prior versions of
DIBELS®. For example, students in 3rd grade
encounter (C)VC|CVC(C)C patterns in NWF,
whereas prior versions of DIBELS® consisted
of only VC or CVC words.

Zones of Growth allows educators to
compare growth for students with similar
starting skills. Students with very advanced
literacy skills were included in the sample and
have an associated growth expectation. Short
answer: students with high reading skills can
be compared to other students like them via
Zones of Growth to ensure they are
continuing to grow.

Instructionally: advanced students are
typically placed in mCLASS® instructional
groups that focus on more advanced
comprehension skills and strategies in
mMCLASSP® Instruction. These lessons focus on
topics like figurative language, author’s craft,
and claims and evidence. Teachers should
continue to provide instructional opportunities
that challenge students in their small group
time and provide access to above-grade-level
materials as appropriate for instruction.
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H.2 We use composite scores as an artifact
for AIG placement. Is there a component of
DIBELS® 8 data that we could use as a piece
of data when looking at placement?

DIBELS® 8 is not designed to be used for AIG
placement. It is designed as a possible risk
indicator for early reading skills and is
intended for assessing reading skills to best
inform classroom instruction. The information
can be used to guide best next steps for
students that are proficient on the reading
skills assessed. Since DIBELS® 8 is designed
to assess component reading skills, it would
not be best practice to pull out one skill to use
for any type of AIG identification. Being in the
blue zone is a good indicator that a student
has established literacy skills as nearly all
students in this range score at or above the
40th percentile rank on criterion measure, but,
again, this is a measure of basic reading
skills.

3rd Grade Proficiency/Reading Retained

Questions

Answers

1.1 Will third-grade students be eligible to
meet RtA requirements with BOY scores, or
only at MOY and EOQY?

Yes. Amplify data from any benchmark
(BOY/MOY/EQY) may be used to
demonstrate proficiency if a student reaches
a 725 Lexile.

1.2 What happens if the third-grade student
retained for reading takes the RtA Diagnostic
Assessment and passes it?

Third-grade students who demonstrate 3rd
grade reading proficiency requirements at
any benchmark should have the reading
retained label removed. Follow the guidance
linked below.

B Reading Retained Reporting Changes

1.3 Why is NCDPI's RtA proficiency cut score
for 3rd graders 445 during any benchmark
period when Amplify’s cut score for EOQY is
4427

725 Lexile is the criteria for 3rd graders to
show proficiency using mCLASS® DIBELS® 8.
All 3rd grade assessments offered in North
Carolina must meet the 725 Lexile standard.
The DIBELS® 8 cut scores are national
measures which identify the risk of reading
difficulties by students, and vary throughout
the grade levels and benchmark periods.

Tl North Carolina Department of
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The 725 is not an indicator that instructional
support may be discontinued for these
students.

1.4 Do we know which other assessments we
can use to satisfy the RtA proficiency
requirements for third-graders?

Renaissance STAR Reading may be used as
the State Board approved Read to Achieve
Alternative Assessment. This assessment
serves as an alternative pathway for third
grade students as a good cause exemption
reading proficiency measure. The alternative
assessment does not replace the state
required assessments and is optional for
districts to purchase.

Third-grade students may demonstrate
reading proficiency by obtaining ONE of the
following:

Achievement Level 3 or higher on the
Beginning-of-Grade 3 (BOG3) Reading Test.

Achievement of 725 Lexile on DIBELS® 8

Achievement Level 3 or higher on the regular
administration (i.e., first administration) of
the Grade 3 End-of-Grade(EOG) Reading
Test.

Achievement Level 3 or higher on the retest
of the Grade 3 EOG Reading Test.

Achievement Level 3 or higher on the Read
to Achieve Test administered at the end of
the third-grade year (i.e., after the regular
administration of the EOG Reading Test).

The student successfully completes a Grade
3 Student Reading Portfolio.

.5 Where can we locate the student's Lexile
levels on the student report?

The Lexile will display next to the DIBELS® 8
composite score column in the benchmark
summary report within the teacher view. You
can download a bulk Lexile file using this
guidance:

B Bulk Collection of Lexiles for Third Grade

Tl North Carolina Department of
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1.6 Will the state pay for 4th and 5th grade
DIBELS® 8 subscriptions?

The state offers 4th and 5th grade DIBLES®?®
subscriptions and kits to districts that have
requested these assessments in the prior
year.

1.7 For students in a 3/4 transition class or
students in fourth grade accelerated reading,
which grade level(s) are they assessed on?

Grade 3 DIBELS® 8 assessments

1.8 If a fourth-grade student, who was
reading retained, meets 3rd grade proficiency
on BOY, do they also complete a 4th grade
BOY assessment for instructional purposes
or growth in EVAAS?

They are welcome to assess on 4th grade for
instructional purposes if your school has
previously requested DIBELS® 8 for 4th/5th
grades. However, EVAAS is calculated from
Grade 3 EOG to Grade 4 EOG.

1.9 Do students with the Reading Retained
label have to be assessed within the
established benchmark window?

Yes. Benchmark windows are open in
individual schools for all grade levels only
during the established benchmark window.

1.10 How are reading retained students coded
within Infinite Campus?

The Home Base Team has created a QRD,
"Coding Read-to-Achieve Reading Retained
Students’, to assist PSUs with properly
coding the "Read Retain" label in Infinite
Campus for students under Read-to-Achieve.
This document also contains links to
additional resources that provide
background legislative information and
FAQs.
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