
Writing Skills Subcommittee Meeting 
Friday, February 9, 2024 (rescheduled from Monday, January 22, 2024 and Monday, February 
5, 2024) 
1:30-2:30pm on Zoom 
 
Meeting minutes 
 
Present: Yi He, Jeff Newcomb, Maureen Scharberg, Sarah Nielsen, Sara Schupack, Nancy 
White 
 
Guest:  Monique Manopoulos 
 
Absent: Katie Bramlett, Barbara Hall, Margaret Rustick 
 

 
1.​ Maureen and Sarah took notes. [sign up sheet] 

Maureen did the initial meeting notes. 
 

2.​ Approval of the agenda:  We did not do this. 
 

3.​ Approval of the minutes:  We did not do this. We will have two sets of minutes to 
approve at our next meeting. 

 
4.​ Proposal review 

 
a.​ University Writing Requirement Proposals [review rubric] 

 
MLL - 326W - Sexuality and Feminism in Francophone Literature and Cinema 
Curriculog Proposal 
Syllabus (revised) 
 
MLL - 422W - LGBTQ Francophone Cinema 
Curriculog Proposal 
Syllabus (revised) 
 
Monique Manopoulos discussed MLL 326W and MLL 422W with the committee. 
Both courses are three units.  She noted how she adapts to the needs of her 
students, especially in giving careful feedback and helping them with their writing.  
Monique elaborated further on her handouts and scaffolded writing assignments, 
noting essays, textual analysis, and theory. We did have a nice discussion on 
peer review as well as providing opportunities for students to gain writing skills. 
Both MLL 326W and MLL 422W were provisionally approved, pending minor 
revisions to the syllabi. 
M: Jeff, S: Maureen/unanimous consent. 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WTMdGva-_aEgS9BWcSIB_TrJDjcpGKqUSXS8z_WUrWo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KOBuO0J966KsHc-tFhEFpBjImsv1SJ0Wb-P5axJ6rg8/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1dIvSzQvg2rC-wl3ALx38sVex7rGJIqEo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14pdbRlrlEVwzhGBiPWHFZ3YHdQyi3ouZAR20MNSz9po/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mAygVOzT_bOJgQad0dwxjXuGxrwUn8_0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v94Vk-bYnl-wjI-BHlAF1qQz-1AjNqh_s_BA6FBeTqo/edit?usp=sharing


 
We requested that Monique revise these two syllabi to be more explicit on the 
scaffolding of major writing assignments through shorter practice pieces in these 
courses, especially with opportunities for students to improve their writing through 
peer review and writing conferences with the instructor.  
 

 
PHIL - 361W - "Know Thyself": The Birth of Philosophy 
Curriculog Proposal 
Syllabus 
Updated syllabus  
 
PHIL - 362W - "I Think Therefore I Am": Rationalism, Irrationalism, and Beyond 
Curriculog Proposal 
Syllabus 
Updated syllabus 
 
PHIL - 313W - Philosophy of Business and Professional Ethics 
Curriculog Proposal 
Syllabus 
 
Although updated syllabi were submitted for PHIL 361W and PHIL 362W, both 
syllabi lacked UWR outcome, at least two multi draft assignments as required by 
the GWAR policy, and explicit writing instruction. The committee noted that there 
was some improvement (e.g., adding explicit writing process steps to the course 
schedule, low-stakes writing with different audiences), but not significant enough 
for the committee to pass both proposals. The committee encouraged the 
department to connect with the WAC director as they revise the proposals for 
next year. 
 
In discussing PHIL 313W, the committee noted previously discussed issues 
regarding PHIL’s proposals.  These issues were lack of direct instruction in 
writing, need for more clarity about feedback during the drafting process, and no 
variation in target audience for assignments. 
 
All three proposals were rejected and will be encouraged to resubmit in Fall 
2024.  
 
M: Nancy, S: Sarah S./unanimous rejection (request resubmission for Fall 2024). 
 
We recommended the following: 
 

1.​ Meet with WAC Coordinator Katie Bramlett to discuss infusing WAC 
principles into the course syllabi. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_k5VwXeVcr2t0fUWB9l1g-b1zFd9o7zb/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11Dly-bA_6gD7BsGUcRx9UpHKFF9_Qjl4E0xczA0C9Yg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tHe5E17KpgD2R3GOHz3JZA3ReFWxQAu0HO43Z_1Lfo4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1df0baSFDjSjw8iiLrFlyej-Xpm8dQ7uJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sAddtWmJLxpLtFFVjMfo62q86dSbEy-2LwttQ-7yFYM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rfr89iy72A7V090bfZEvDn_DMDozSFM-BflX3p5m3xY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1mzcJLOVYydezAWOEQT9nZraw_bEcIBHL
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IddoeKf1Vn2JEMFSZ9cy1T8UhAzdKUAU/edit


2.​ Participate in faculty development offered for the development of W 
classes and WAC more generally. 

 
ENGL - 390W - Occam’s Razor Literary Magazine Intensive 
Curriculog Proposal 
Syllabus SP 24 
Syllabus FA 24 
 
We discussed this proposal, but there were a lot of questions especially if the 
writing is mostly focused on editing, especially given the various student roles.  It 
was unclear how the writing assignments would be consistent for students 
throughout the course.  There were also concerns about the repeatability of the 
course, especially once a student completed for UWR. 
 
For our next meeting, we suggest inviting the instructors to our meeting to further 
discuss how the proposal might be revised for next year.  
 
M: Nancy, S: Maureen/unanimous rejection. 

 
5.​ Discussion and updates on the Update to EO 665 (PDF version) 

[Google Doc version] 
 
​ Letter to CIC regarding EO 665 Update from Mitch Watnik  
 
​ We discussed  this letter and then voted. 
 
​ M: Nancy, S:Jeff/unanimous consent 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YGtqPFNod-BT-xDGKNLs9cQetvvFXXYq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10t72YPmpR4wPsIpHLxRtnQ_8WUHEIjFm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NtHOOvYm0WfiznawyvVA3OaM6D1k90dT/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12I4DehKO_UXpbIMWWoQwgM1HPwsYN7lH/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WQlFgBrGmcWSstyXI7T8ETcczpWuSa4Rszf1j_gDQ7M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Veads8DYcdW6MSdyoCu9c0lVktGXGhaoYYBAw6E3ZTE/edit

