
The main styles of Gregorian chant 
 
The main styles of Gregorian chant are:  
- syllabic (one note per syllable),  
-neumatic (two to three notes per syllable), and  
-melismatic (many notes per syllable).  
 
Other stylistic categories include how the chant is performed, such as: 
- antiphonal (two choirs alternating) and 
- responsorial (choir alternating with a soloist). 
 
Modes ( old scales)  are based on eight church modes derived from Byzantine 
chants. 
 

Styles based on the number of notes per syllable 

●​ Syllabic: Each syllable of text has a single note. This is the simplest style. 

●​ Neumatic: Two or three notes are sung on a single syllable. This is also known 

as semi-ornate. 

●​  

●​ Melismatic: Many notes are sung on a single syllable, creating an elaborate 

and ornate melody. This style is often used for important words and was sung 

by soloists or trained musicians 

Performance and structural styles 

●​ Antiphonal: Two choirs sing in alternating sections. 

●​ Responsorial: A soloist sings a verse, and a choir responds with a refrain. 

●​ Recitative: A style that follows the natural rhythm of speech. 

●​ Organum: An early form of polyphony where a second voice was added to a 

plainchant melody.  

 

Other stylistic elements 



●​ Gregorian Modes: The chants are organized into eight modes, which are 

collections of notes with specific tonal centers, influenced by Byzantine 

church music. 

●​ Notation: Gregorian chant is written on a four-line staff using unique symbols 

called neumes, which indicated melodic contour but not precise rhythm, 

suggesting a free and flexible tempo.  

 
 
What´s the style of these pieces of Gregorian chant? 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=Gregorian+Modes&oq=Styles+in+Gregorian+chant&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yBwgCEAAY7wUyBwgDEAAY7wUyBwgEEAAY7wUyCggFEAAYgAQYogQyBwgGEAAY7wXSAQk4ODg5ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBUFfXKJQWS9L8QVBX1yiUFkvSw&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfB_2tu54SsOn4BBDrHgTvM72luBELjM60X11aRHjwUOKrwHaAdRIvHX6zyRCWM5VOLWAmthGyyHQaekMuFkyT7n9b6aJ1XOlkXE8_MMl9Vr2OD5L_76k64nzYHUBQQ1p80WlTwJ4keKp_Do4I7ykUzIGJBxuuadVK3rfrbtkPdJe5k&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwir5-uqk4uRAxXSSaQEHX61JVAQgK4QegQICBAB
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