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1. Introduction 
The main body of a manuscript begins with the introduction, which presents the specific 

problem under investigation and outlines the overall research strategy. Because its function is 
clearly indicated by its position in the manuscript, the introduction does not require an explicit 
heading labeling it as such. Prior to drafting the introduction, authors should carefully consider 
several guiding questions.  
1.​ Why is the problem under study significant? 
2.​ How does the present study relate to existing research in the field? If certain aspects of the 

study have been reported previously, in what ways does the current report differ from and 
extend earlier work? 
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3.​ What are the primary and secondary hypotheses or objectives of the study, and how are they 
theoretically grounded? 

4.​ How are the hypotheses aligned with the chosen research design? 
5.​ What are the theoretical and practical implications of the study? 
​ A well-written introduction addresses these questions concisely within a few pages. By 
synthesizing relevant arguments and prior empirical evidence, it provides readers with a clear 
understanding of what was undertaken in the study and the rationale underlying it (Beck & Sales, 
2001). End your introduction section with a research gap statement and study objective. 
 

The introduction should clearly articulate why the research problem warrants further 
investigation. In basic research, this may involve resolving inconsistencies in prior findings or 
extending the scope of an existing theoretical framework. In applied research, the importance 
may stem from the need to address a social issue or to develop interventions for psychological or 
behavioral problems. 

When a study seeks to clarify or resolve controversial issues, the introduction should 
present competing perspectives in a balanced and objective manner, avoiding polemical language 
and ad hominem arguments. The discussion of the problem should culminate in a concise and 
formal statement of the research purpose that logically synthesizes the preceding material. 
​  
2. Literature Review 

Use sub-themes or topical divisions for better readability (e.g., 2.1 Previous Studies on 
Ecolinguistics in EFL, 2.2 Theoretical Framework). 
 
2.1 Describing Relevant Scholarship 

The literature Revew section should include a critical discussion of relevant literature 
directly related to the research problem, without attempting to provide an exhaustive historical 
review. It may be assumed that the intended readership possesses foundational knowledge of the 
topic and does not require a comprehensive account of its development. A scholarly review of 
prior research highlights the most recent and pertinent studies, acknowledges the contributions of 
earlier scholars, and establishes the intellectual context of the present work. 

Appropriate citation and attribution of previous studies are essential indicators of 
scholarly integrity and contribute to the advancement of cumulative scientific knowledge. 
Authors should also indicate whether any components of the present study have been published 
previously and clarify how the current analysis or interpretation differs from earlier uses of the 
data. 

Only literature that is directly relevant to the research question should be cited, while 
works of merely tangential or general relevance should be excluded. In summarizing previous 
studies, emphasis should be placed on key findings, methodological considerations, and principal 
conclusions rather than on extraneous details. Where available, readers may be directed to 
comprehensive reviews or research syntheses. Throughout this section, authors should 
demonstrate clear logical continuity between prior research and the current study, presenting the 
problem with sufficient breadth and clarity to be accessible to a broad professional audience 
(Beck & Sales, 2001), rather than only to specialists. 

 
2.2 Stating Hypotheses and Their Relationship to the Research Design 

After clearly introducing the research problem and reviewing the relevant background 
literature, authors should explain their approach to addressing the problem. In empirical studies, 
this typically involves explicitly stating the research hypotheses or specific research questions 
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and describing how they are derived from theoretical frameworks or logically connected to 
previous empirical findings and scholarly arguments. 

Each hypothesis should be supported by a clear and reasoned rationale. If the study 
includes both primary hypotheses and secondary or exploratory questions, this distinction should 
be explicitly stated. Finally, authors must explain how the selected research design enables the 
necessary inferences to test the hypotheses or to generate valid estimates in response to the 
research questions. 
 

3. Method 
The Method section provides a detailed account of how the study was conducted. It 

includes both conceptual and operational definitions of the variables examined, as well as a clear 
explanation of the procedures employed. Although different types of studies necessarily adopt 
different methodological approaches, a comprehensive and transparent description of the methods 
enables readers to evaluate the appropriateness of the research procedures and to assess the 
reliability and validity of the findings. Moreover, a well-documented Method section allows other 
researchers to replicate the study. 

If the manuscript reports an extension or update of an ongoing or previously published 
study, and the methodological procedures have been described in detail elsewhere, authors may 
direct readers to the original source and provide only a concise summary of the methods in this 
section. 

It is both conventional and practical to organize the Method section into clearly labeled 
subsections. These typically include descriptions of the participants or subjects and an account of 
the procedures used in the study. The procedural subsection often encompasses descriptions of:​
(a) any experimental manipulations or interventions employed and the manner in which they 
were delivered (including the use of mechanical or technical apparatus, where applicable);​
(b) sampling procedures, including sample size and precision;​
(c) measurement approaches, including the psychometric properties of the instruments used; and​
(d) the overall research design. 

When the research design is complex or when the stimuli require detailed explanation, 
additional subsections or subheadings may be used to enhance clarity and facilitate readers’ 
access to specific information. Each subsection should include sufficient detail to allow 
comprehension and replication of the study. Insufficient detail may leave readers with unresolved 
questions, whereas excessive detail may obscure essential information. When appropriate, 
supplementary materials, appendices, or online resources may be used to present additional 
methodological details. 

 
3.1 Participants 

Accurate and detailed identification of research participants is essential for scientific 
rigor, particularly for purposes of generalization, comparison across replications, and inclusion in 
research syntheses or secondary data analyses. When human participants are involved, authors 
should report the eligibility and exclusion criteria, including any restrictions based on 
demographic characteristics. 

 
3.2 Sampling Procedures 

Authors should describe the procedures used to select participants, including:​
(a) the sampling method, if a systematic sampling strategy was employed;​
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(b) the proportion of individuals approached who agreed to participate; and​
(c) the number of participants who self-selected into the sample. 
​  

In addition, the settings and locations in which data were collected should be specified, 
along with details regarding any compensation or agreements made with participants. Authors 
should also report compliance with ethical standards, including approval from an institutional 
review board or ethics committee, and describe any safety monitoring procedures implemented 
during the study. 

Alongside the description of participants, authors should report the intended sample size 
and the number of individuals assigned to each condition, where applicable. Any known 
differences between the achieved sample and the target population should be clearly stated. 
Conclusions and interpretations must be appropriately constrained by the characteristics and size 
of the sample. 
 
3.3 Measures and Covariates 

The Method section should define all primary and secondary outcome measures and 
covariates, including measures collected but not analyzed or reported in the present study. 
Authors should describe the data collection methods used (e.g., questionnaires, interviews, or 
observations) as well as any procedures implemented to enhance measurement quality, such as 
assessor training, inter-rater reliability checks, or the use of repeated measurements. 
Detailed information about the instruments employed should be provided, including their 
psychometric and biometric properties, as well as evidence of cultural validity, where relevant. 
 
3.4 Research Design 

The research design should be explicitly specified. Authors should clarify whether 
participants were assigned to experimentally manipulated conditions or observed under 
naturalistic conditions. If multiple conditions were included, the method of assignment (e.g., 
random assignment or non-random allocation) should be described. In addition, authors should 
indicate whether the study employed a between-subjects or within-subjects design. 
 
3.5 Experimental Manipulations or Interventions 

When experimental manipulations or interventions are used, their content should be 
described in detail. Authors should clearly explain the procedures implemented for each study 
condition, including any control or comparison groups, and specify how and when the 
interventions or manipulations were administered in practice. 
 

4. Results and Discussion 
​ The Results and Discussion section constitutes the core of a scientific article and 

should account for at least 60–70% of the total manuscript length. In this section, research 
findings must be presented clearly, systematically, and in sufficient depth. Results may be 
displayed using figures, graphs, tables, or other appropriate visual formats to facilitate readers’ 
understanding. The discussion should provide a rigorous and critical interpretation of the 
findings, linking them to the research objectives, theoretical framework, and relevant previous 
studies. To enhance clarity and analytical depth, the results and discussion may be organized 
into several logically structured sub-sections. 
4.1 Results (Sub-sections)  
4.1.1 … 
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4.1.2 … 
 
4.2 Discussion (Sub-sections) 
4.2.1 … 
4.2.2 … 
 
5. Conclusion  

​ The conclusion is the final section of a scientific article that synthesizes the main 
findings of the study and articulates their significance. It should briefly summarize the key results 
and clearly demonstrate how they address the research objectives or questions. In addition, the 
conclusion should interpret the findings within the broader theoretical or empirical context, 
highlight the study’s theoretical and practical contributions, acknowledge relevant limitations, 
and, where appropriate, suggest directions for future research. No new data, analyses, or 
arguments should be introduced in this section. 
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