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CHAPTER FOUR REQUIREMENTS

Standards, Assessments, Textbooks, and
Instructional Programs
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Summary of Chapter 4



NORTHWOOD ACADEMY

ROOTED IN TRADITION, RISING TO EXCELLENCE

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Summary of Chapter 4 - Academic Standards and Assessment

Overview

Chapter 4 of Title 22 of the Pennsylvania Code, titled “Academic Standards and Assessment,” establishes the
requirements for academic standards, curriculum, instruction, assessment, and continuous improvement
for all public schools in Pennsylvania, including charter schools.

The purpose of Chapter 4 is to ensure that all students are provided with standards-aligned instruction,
equitable access to learning opportunities, and a system of assessment and improvement that supports
student achievement.

Academic Standards

Schools must align curriculum and instruction to the Pennsylvania Academic Standards in all required
content areas, including but not limited to:

e English Language Arts

e Mathematics

e Science and Technology

e Environment and Ecology

e Social Studies

e Arts and Humanities

e Health, Safety, and Physical Education

e Career Education and Work
Schools must ensure that instruction is vertically aligned across grade levels and that all students have
equitable access to standards-based learning.

Curricul T .

Schools are required to provide planned instruction that:
e Is aligned to Pennsylvania Academic Standards
e Isresearch-based and developmentally appropriate
e Provides sufficient instructional time, scope, and sequence
e Addresses the needs of all learners, including students with disabilities, English Learners, gifted
students, and students requiring academic intervention



Instructional programs must be documented and implemented consistently across classrooms.

Assessment System

Schools must implement a balanced assessment system that includes:

e State assessments as required by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

e Local benchmark, diagnostic, and formative assessments

e Processes for monitoring student progress and identifying learning gaps
Assessment results must be used to inform instruction, guide interventions, and support continuous
improvement.

Student Performance and Continuous Improvement

Schools must use student performance data to:
e Evaluate the effectiveness of curriculum and instruction
e Identify students in need of additional academic support
e Adjust instructional strategies and programs
e Address achievement gaps among student subgroups
Schools are expected to engage in ongoing, data-driven school improvement planning.

Promotion, Retention and Gr ion (As Appli |

Schools must establish clear and written policies regarding student promotion and retention that are
aligned to academic standards and applied consistently.

For schools serving secondary grades, graduation requirements must be aligned to Pennsylvania standards
and state assessment requirements.

Accountability and Assurance of Compliance

Schools must be able to demonstrate compliance with Chapter 4 through:

e Written curriculum documentation

e Instructional and assessment records

e Student performance data

e School improvement plans
Schools participate in Pennsylvania’s accountability system and are subject to monitoring by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education and charter authorizers.

Please Note: Chapter 4 does not prescribe specific curricula, textbooks, or instructional methods. Schools
retain flexibility in how standards are taught and how requirements of Chapter 4 are met.



Assessment Plan



NORTHWOOD ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL
Annual Notification of the Assessment Plan - School Year 2026-2027

Grade Level Usage
«Jif2fs]efsfe]7]s

Purpose

DIBELS (Literacy Screener) Literacy Screener

Acadience (Math Screener) Math Screener

Linklt Assessments Benchmark Assessments

FireFly Benchmark Practice /PSSA Practice
English/Language Arts PSSA Required State Assessment

Math PSSA Required State Assessment
Science PSSA Required State Assessment
Algebra | Keystone Required State Assessment

Please Note - Portion of the Fountal and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System may be used with some students. For avoidance of doubt, the three cueing
systems will not be assessed/analyzed.
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NORTHWOOD ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL
Annual Notification Textbooks/Instructional Resources - School Year 2026-2027

Grade Level Usage

Textbooks/ .

Fundations Early literacy/phonics . . .

Into Reading Reading; English/language arts . . . .
Expeditionary Learning (EL) Reading; English/language arts . . . . .
Eureka Squared Math . . . . . . . . .
HEEEEEN

Amplify Science . . . . . . . . .
Scholastic Social Studies . . . .
TCl/Social Studies Alive; History Alive Social Studies . . . . .

Math Expressions (pilot) Math




Textbooks and Instructional
Programming

Reading/English Language

Arts

Mathematics

Science

Nelefel
Studies

Kindergarten

First Grade

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

Sixth Grade

Seventh Grade

Eighth Grade

Intfo Reading
(K-3)

Fundations
(K-2)

EL

Eureka Squared

(Piloting Math Expressions in
Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6
during
SY 2026-2027)

Amplify

Scholastic

TCl/Social Studies Alive



Curriculum and Program Review



NORTHWOOD
ACADEMY

. CHARTER SCHOOL —

’\ 4-Year Curriculum & Instructional Program Cy

Year 1: Review & Year 2: Revision &
Needs Assessment Design :

Focus: Evaluate current curriculum
effectiveness and alignment

Focus: Strengthen curriculum
and instructional frameworks

* Analyze NWEA, PSSA, benchmark

+ Update scope & sequence, pacing, unit
assessments, and subgrup performa 2

plans, and assessments

» Conduct teacher surveys, Year 1: : = Align instructional materials
instructional-audits, . with evidence-based practices

and classroom walk-thr- Re\flew &

+ Review alignment
to PA Core Standards,
and NACS missioryis;

L b e Integrate MTSS supports,
: enrichment pathways
SEL elements, literacy/
math frameworks

+ Identify gaps in
vertical alignment,
pacing, materialsp
and intenentions.

» Ensure vertical
horizontal alignment
across grade levels

| = Develop or refine
| common assessments
and rubrics

» Create a formal
needs assessment
summary for
leadership and
stakeholders

/' « Monitor ssesuired
of Heit 1. hiear's, viand
faw & interventions

=\ !mplementatio
+ Create a formal .
needs assesmentenc Summsa_ & PI'OfESSlQ nal ; >
for leadership and Development \ Adjustments

stakeholders

= Align supports with MTSS
consictes and progress. suita
‘and ressteeck

_x —— Ongoing Continuous Improvement (All Years) ———— L
eo®
2217 Io® T

Data Meetings Resource Audits Parent & Student Professional
Feedback Development




Tentative Curriculum and Program Cycle



Tentative Curriculum and Program Review Cycle

Review and Needs Curriculum Revision and Implementation and Evaluation, Monitoring, and
Assessment Design Professional Development Adjustments

New programming (if/when needed, will be purchased during
either years two or three.

Subject/Content School Years
INCES
26-27 27-28 28-29 29-30 30-31 31-32 32-33

Math Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four
Social Studies Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four
Reading/English Language Arts Year One Year Two  Year Three  Year Four

Science Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four
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