
The Oil Paradox: Global Production & Refining Quiz ​
by ƐI-Terrace – 01/11/2026​
​
Instructions: Select the best answer for each of the following questions based on the discussion 
text. 

​
 
1. Which country is currently the world’s largest producer of oil? 

a) Saudi Arabia 

b) Russia 

c) United States 

d) China​
 

2. What is the main reason the U.S. imports oil despite producing so much? 

a) It does not have enough oil for its own citizens. 

b) U.S. refineries are often designed for different types of oil. 

c) Importing oil is always cheaper than producing it. 

d) The U.S. is legally required to buy oil from every continent.​
 

3. How is "Light, Sweet Crude" described? 

a) Thick like molasses 

b) Difficult and expensive to process 

c) Thin and easy to process 

d) High in sulfur content​
 

4. Where is "Heavy, Sour Crude" commonly found? 

a) The U.S. Permian Basin 

b) Canada, Mexico, and Venezuela 

c) Only in Western Europe 

d) Antarctica​
 

5. What is the primary difference between Light and Heavy crude oil? 
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a) The color of the barrels 

b) The thickness (viscosity) and sulfur content 

c) The age of the oil 

d) Whether it can be used for plastic or fuel​
 

6. What is the name of the process that turns crude oil into gasoline? 

a) Distillation/Refining 

b) Carbonization 

c) Osmosis 

d) Hydraulic Fracturing​
 

7. How does a distillation tower separate the components of crude oil? 

a) By using high-powered magnets 

b) By freezing the oil into solids 

c) By heating the oil until it vaporizes 

d) By mixing it with large amounts of waterShutterstock​
 

8. In the refining process, which products come from the lightest vapors? 

a) Asphalt and tar 

b) Propane and butane 

c) Jet fuel and diesel 

d) Heavy ship fuel​
 

9. Where do the heaviest leftovers of the refining process end up? 

a) As gasoline 

b) As jet fuel 

c) As propane 

d) As asphalt and ship fuel 

10. Why are many U.S. refineries hesitant to switch to processing only U.S. light oil? 

2 



a) Light oil is illegal to refine in some states. 

b) Retooling refineries is a multi-billion dollar expense. 

c) Light oil cannot be turned into gasoline. 

d) There is no market for light oil.​
 

11. Oil is considered a "global commodity." What does this mean for prices? 

a) Prices are the same in every city in the world. 

b) Local prices are unaffected by global events. 

c) Events in one part of the world can impact prices everywhere. 

d) Only the U.S. government can set the price of oil.​
 

12. What is one strategic reason the U.S. maintains oil ties with other countries? 

a) To ensure global price stability 

b) To stop using its own oil entirely 

c) To help other countries build more cars 

d) To prevent the use of solar power​
 

13. Which region is specifically mentioned as a source of "Light, Sweet Crude" in the U.S.? 

a) The Gulf of Mexico 

b) The Permian Basin 

c) The Appalachian Mountains 

d) The Florida Coast​
 

14. What does the term "Sour" refer to in "Heavy, Sour Crude"? 

a) The taste of the oil 

b) A high sulfur content 

c) The acidity of the ground it comes from 

d) Oil that has expired 

15. What settles at the "middle layers" of a distillation tower? 
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a) Asphalt 

b) Gasoline and jet fuel 

c) Propane 

d) Natural gas​
 

16. Why does a shortage of oil in the Middle East affect gas prices in the U.S. Midwest? 

a) Because all U.S. gas comes from the Middle East. 

b) Because the U.S. and the Middle East share the same pipelines. 

c) Because oil is traded on a global market. 

d) It actually doesn't affect U.S. prices.​
 

17. What happens to crude oil when it is heated in a refinery? 

a) It turns into a solid. 

b) It vaporizes. 

c) It disappears. 

d) It turns into water.​
 

18. The U.S. often ______ its "premium" light oil and ______ "heavy" oil. 

a) Hides / Finds 

b) Burns / Freezes 

c) Exports / Imports 

d) Destroys / Creates​
 

19. What is the "Paradox" mentioned in the story? 

a) Oil is both a liquid and a gas. 

b) The U.S. produces the most oil but still imports a lot. 

c) Gasoline is cheaper than water. 

d) Refineries are built in the desert. 

20. What is a major challenge for the future of oil refineries? 
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a) Finding enough people to drive cars. 

b) Adapting to a world shifting toward renewables. 

c) Learning how to make asphalt. 

d) Running out of heat for distillation. 
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