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Discussions about moral issues and
practicing perspective taking

Suitable Grade levels: 9th-12th Time: 60-120 min

Prerequisites: Students should be familiar with the moral intuitions, their causes, and how to
notice them in language. E.g.

e Noticing moral intuitions

e Moral taste buds

e Causes of our moral intuitions

Materials: Related content:
e Handouts and worksheets e Two stories about capitalism
e Moral vocabulary list e True stories of people who left radical
movements

e Exploring values

Lesson Overview

In this activity, students practice the constructive exchange of opinions on a topic by
reflecting on the possible origins of opinions and the role of moral intuitions. The goal of this
activity is not primarily to convince others of one’s own opinion, to "win" or to be right, as is
often the case in debates and pro-contra discussions. Rather, it is a dialogue with the goals of
listening mindfully and intently, understanding the backgrounds and underlying values of
different opinions, and recognizing the role of (automatic) emotions and intuitions in yourself
and others. This may result in a more open attitude towards opposing attitudes and new
arguments and towards finding common ground. The activity can therefore also be seen as a
supplement to usual debates and discussions in the classroom.

Learning goals

Competencies: self-regulation competency, intellectual humility, critical thinking, cooperation
competency (perspective taking), intercultural competence, evaluation competency, growth
mindset


https://docs.google.com/document/d/158NHiRUdelCl9U8k6m6x_SDSJpeOv8Z8Idbm7TvvnLY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CKPfeFFMdqE1KG7CACLtwK31f7rghqF5CH4cKnAKMuU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JFuAhy4cAV-roxWZMYMWDCzdf4-7_YU9wLqteRemnss?
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/114kqmc5l89eFEsngOat0qZ5SZcIQAR36Dp6Qrm_MI8k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o6Wdo2I__sSwmaNodMzSULoKzqTvNEWGo2ZrdX4DcyE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kWcLnCqNbn0Ec5bKZ3uvqipkPQod2r2qiVJmpqIpr4w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPuXGKbpUaQovwGoTSDZaCwCcdnu-0tIPU9d-TDdA8g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPuXGKbpUaQovwGoTSDZaCwCcdnu-0tIPU9d-TDdA8g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18XLBB-48n0dSGNUGPmvvpBTHFdDXbTxX6X-Tj6J5ZUk/edit?usp=sharing
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Learning objectives and skills:
Students will be able to

ask questions about the backgrounds of their own opinions and the opinions of others;
identify the role of personal experiences and encounters in the formation of their own
opinion and the opinion of others about an ethical issue;

identify the role of emotions and moral intuitions in their own opinion and the opinion
of others about an ethical issue;

take the perspectives of and empathize with others.

Essential Questions

What factors contribute to my opinion about a topic or issue? What role do moral
intuitions, emotions, experiences in my past, influences from my social environment,
things that | have read, seen or heard, play?

What factors contribute to another person'’s opinion about a topic or issue? What role
could moral intuitions, emotions, experiences in the individual past, influences from
the social environment, things that the person has read, seen or heard, play?

How can we best exchange opinions with others so that we can learn more about the
topic from each other and find a solution?

Suggested lesson plan

The activity consists of 4 phases.

Phase 1: Understand opinions on a specific topic. Where does the opinion come from?
Which personal experiences have influenced it?

Phase 2: Identify the moral intuitions of opinions. Which values and moral intuitions are
underlying the opinion? What does the person care about, what is important to her?
Provide students with the moral vocabulary list.

Phase 3: Reformulation. Reformulate opposing opinions so that they reflect the same
moral intuitions

Phase 4: Reflection. What have we learned about ourselves and the topic?

The activity can be carried out in different ways:

as a group discussion (e.g. in small groups of 2-4 students) in the classroom
individually as a written essay
Subsections as a discussion in the classroom and other sections as an essay
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The handouts apply to the implementation as group discussion and can be adapted if
necessary.
A variety of discussion topics from the curriculum of different subjects are possible. The
following links list possible topics for discussion:

e Procon.org - Debate topics and pro / contra arguments

If possible, the class should be presented with a list of topics from which to select or generate a
list of topics together. The entire class can also discuss the same topic, or each small group can
pick a topic from the list that they want to discuss, or each individual student can pick a topic
from a list to which he / she wants to write an essay.
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Psychology at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology.

3 ,. Comparative
. Cultural Psychology

https://www.eva.mpg.de/comparative-cultural-psychology/education.html
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