
 

How to Write a Social Science Research Paper 
Worksheet Series 
Developed by Marika Olijar, January 22 - March 17, 2024 

Choosing a research topic in political science / introduction 
●​ Take main questions from the readings throughout the semester (examples of political 

science research questions) 
●​ Take themes that students had questions on from lesson 1 
●​ Annual Review Article exercises 
●​ Generate a synthesized bank of research questions generated by students 
●​ Choosing a Research Topic in Political Science 
●​ Week 2 - Research Topic 
●​ PS 320 Group Research Questions 

Key parts of a literature review 
●​ Annual Review Article exercise 2 
●​ Understand the components of a literature review (at lease the main 3) 
●​ Slides - Literature Review Hacks: Statebuilding Edition - Olijar 
●​ Corresponding Survey Questionnaire [Asynchronous Mode] 
●​ Substantive week along with reinforcing literature review tips 

○​ Slides - Political + Econ Development - Olijar 

How to formulate hypotheses and a research plan 
●​ Hypotheses + Research Plan + Citation Hacks - Olijar 
●​ Hypotheses + Research Plan (Part 2) - Olijar 
●​ Research Plan - Olijar 

How to plan data collection 
●​ Pre-Data Collection Questions - Olijar [Worksheet] 
●​ Data Collection Plan Template.xlsx [Worksheet] 
●​ Collected Data on 2024 Presidential Executive Orders [Corpus Source 1] 
●​ Discourse data- Turkish crises.xlsx [Corpus Source 2] 
●​ Data Collection - Olijar 

Asynchronous Data Collection Section 
●​ Data Collection Progress Report due April 4 [Data Collection Assignment] 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1USv1lg_YVBhEV3CNaLYD0Xn6YjcXJVImCJvSAzq9bpU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1rODLJzZvhzjX-cc7GC_FEZN1-g7b4doi?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FUrh3IfxusHrrbTO5G9vpzx84oqxKhmJ4lQo0hIH0cs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Dqs8kFrXPCkom_75VzHuQh_vNbiH5DauEdFtW0yQQBI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jmW6nhn-Z4frvXKN7lx7ynZ-b33-eADY/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AAvlwJaQTNcHCBUuKTGFykQPg_DKyrSzZYfjzGzffXg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1e19RcO8QLCUFbZISsTm1UJys9sZHQIsbm6AQPWGbyvI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1L9k9CZVYrOhOicCAYaXJKwP2xByo7czsBCsmZBX3PJU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/168XonCODKW4WYEmkXe1CENaMqsy7H3zakoSpJE4NyWE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yw5lRdmXUjTbDH8pukaYNaffhDTI8cJQbXofleGaDow/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fkpR9zkRaD3lK0pm3G7coXQjS-EI1gKz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113541182395499179023&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13R9hc3k3mJIpOUVhQirRIMqsBPEj2DjLY0JNFf28C-U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19tiAk4KSBcGcUb6F_MHOeSZWSnQh9A0g/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113541182395499179023&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gbfLCGtC5U5W2cNWVRJeQqt5s232OhbJOLU2pb1tXJg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXSM3t5Zogvd6yFukID7dCfrW3A4Q7h3H-TzMgmZJkY/edit?usp=sharing


 

How to write up a data analysis 
●​ Data Analysis - Olijar 

Writing a conclusion 
●​ Conclusions - Olijar 

 
Please do not cite, copy, or reproduce without permission of the author. 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1r6NWM7UrzSRqTsZH_8SbPyarGPBM0fK7hKjfuUp3hAQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vhaxKZ7TJYCh_tI864dJ5jHrKBEmq5seP5O3aI4H2VA/edit?usp=sharing
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