Mr. North - Speech 8th grade 2026

Good Morning and welcome, families, staff, middle school students, and Dr. Eiselstein.
Most of all, welcome to the vibrant, unforgettable St. Paul 8th-grade class of 2026.

Look around you. You are officially the largest 8th-grade class we have ever had. And it
is fair to say that you have also been one of our most spirited. You are a class defined by
an abundance of energy, unyielding opinions, and incredibly strong wills.

When you have a group this large and this expressive, the journey through middle school
is never quiet. For many of you, it was a time of intense growth, and with that growth
came the natural process of navigating new challenges and discovering your path. There
were moments over the past three years that stretched your capabilitiecs—moments that
invited deep resilience from your families and your teachers.

Yet, within this expansive grade, there is also a beautiful balance. While some brought
lightning and mighty energy to our campus, others among you brought thoughtful and
measured poise. We have scholars in this room who quietly led by example every single
day—showing up with consistent kindness, steady focus, and a calm dedication to their
growth. To those of you who provided that steady light: thank you. Your grace did not go
unnoticed.

But whether you were the lightning or the calm, remember that true maturity is not a
straight line. Every twist and turn, every quiet victory, and every valuable lesson was a
necessary step in shaping your collective character. Looking at you today, we remember
the many beautiful, unique, and powerful experiences of your past. But more importantly,
we see your combined strength. We see a multifaceted class with a diverse, powerful
spirit that, when channeled correctly, can make a positive impact in our community.

My parting challenge to you as you step into high school is to master this immense spirit.
True power does not come from resisting boundaries, but from mastering yourself. It is
time to transform raw energy into focused discipline, and quiet dedication into confident
leadership. You have the potential to achieve incredible things, but it requires aligning
your actions and words with responsibility, honesty, integrity, creativity, and respect.

To our parents and staff, thank you for your steadfast guidance, your grace, and your
unwavering dedication to these scholars.



Graduates, you are a powerful class. Honor your potential, focus your fire, and make us
all proud in high school. Congratulations, and I will see you in 4 short years as you cross
this stage again and step forward into the great wide world.

Here are the translations for the second speech into Vietnamese, Korean, Traditional
Chinese (Taiwanese Mandarin), and Simplified Chinese.

Vietnamese (Tiéng Viét)

Chao budi sang va xin nhiét liét chao mung céc gia dinh, toan thé can bd nhan vién, cac
em hoc sinh trung hoc co s¢ va Tién si Eiselstein. Va trén hét, xin chao don tap the 16p 8
vO cung s01 noi va dang nhd cia nién khoa 2026 truong St. Paul.

Hay nhin xung quanh céc em xem. Cac em chinh 1 khdi 16p 8 ¢6 s6 lwong hoc sinh dong
nhat tir trudc dén nay cua nha truong. Va ciing khong ngoa khi néi rang cac em 1a mot
trong nhirng tap thé nhiét huyét nhét. Cac em 1a mot thé hé duoc dinh hinh béi nguén
ning luong ddi dio, nhirng quan diém kién dinh va ¥ chi v cing manh mé.

Khi c6 mot tap thé vira dong dao lai vira giau tinh biéu dat nhu thé nay, hanh trinh vuot
qua cap trung hoc co s khong bao gid 1a ling 18. Dbi véi nhiéu em, day 1a khoang thoi
gian truong thanh vuot bac, va di kém voi sy trudng thanh dé 1a qué trinh tu nhién dé
duwong dau vé6i nhimg thir thach méi va tim ra con duong cia riéng minh. D3 c6 nhimng
khoanh khic trong ba nim qua thach thirc moi giéi han ning luc ciia cic em — nhing
khoanh khic doi hoi sy kién cudng va bao dung sau sic tir gia dinh va céac thiy cb gido.

Thé nhung, bén trong khéi hoc sinh rong 16n nay luén c6é mot su can bang tuyét dep.
Trong khi mot s6 em mang dén ngudn niang lwong manh mé nhu sam chép cho khuon
vién truong, thi nhiing em khac lai mang dén sy diém dam, chin chin va su sic. Trong
khan phong ndy, chung ta c6 nhitng hoc gia di ling 18 dan dit bang hanh dong mdi ngay
— cé4c em ludn xuét hién véi long tdt viing vang, su tap trung kién dinh va mot long tan
tuy tham lang cho sy phat trién ctia ban than. Gui toi nhitng em da mang lai vét sang binh
yén do: xin cam on cac em. Su thanh lich va tu té cua cac em ludn dugc moi nguoi tran
trong va ghi nhan.

Nhung du cac em 14 tia chép manh mé hay 13 khoang ling binh yén, hiy nh¢ rang sy
truong thanh dich thuc khong phai 1a mot dudng thang. Mdi budce ngoidt, mdi chién thing
thim lang va mdi bai hoc quy gid déu 1a nhiing budc di can thiét dé nhao nin nén tinh
cach chung cua ca tip thé. Nhin cac em ngay hom nay, ching t6i nhg vé nhiéu trai



nghi¢m dep de€, doc dao va manh mé trong quéa khr cua cac em. Nhung quan trong hon,
chung t6i nhin thdy sttc manh téng hoa cia cac em. Chung t6i thiy mot tap thé da sic
mau véi mot tinh than da dang va manh mé& ma néu duge dinh hudng dung dén, c6 thé tao
ra nhitng tac dong tich cuc cho cong dong cta chung ta.

Thir thach cudi cing t6i mudn danh cho cac em trude khi budc vao bac trung hoc phd
thong 14 hay lam chi tinh than ménh liét ndy. Strc manh thuc sy khong dén tir viéc phan
khang lai cac gidi han, ma dén tir viéc lam cht chinh ban than minh. D3 dén lac bién
nguén nang lugng thd so thanh ky luét tap trung, va bién su tan tuy tham lang thanh nang
luc 1anh dao tu tin. Cac em c6 tiém ning dé dat dugc nhitng diéu phi thuong, nhung diéu
d6 doi hoi cac em phai gian két hanh dong va 16i noi ctia minh véi tinh than trach nhiém,
su trung thyuc, chinh tryc, sdng tao va long ton trong.

GUri toi cac bac phu huynh va doi ngii nhan vién, cam on quy vi vi su huéng dan kién
dinh, 10ng bao dung va sy tan tim khong lay chuyén danh cho cac em hoc sinh.

Céc tan tot nghi¢p than mén, cac em la mot tap thé dﬁy stc manh. Hay tran trong tiém
ning ctia minh, tap trung ngon lira nhiét huyét va khién tat ca chung t6i ty hao khi 1én cap
ba. Xin chiic mimg tit ca cic em, va thiy co s& gap lai cac em chi trong 4 nim ngan ngii
nita thoi, khi cac em mot 1an nita budc qua san khdu nay va tién ra thé giéi rong 16n bao
la ngoai kia.
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