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Author Declarations (Revised 17 August 2026)

Authors must read these declarations carefully before accepting them. Do not alter, delete, or cross
out any text. Mark the appropriate checkbox with an asterisk (*).

I/We, the authors of this submitted manuscript (as defined below), have thoroughly read and
understood the policies below. By submitting this manuscript, I/'We confirm that I/We have the
authority to enter into this agreement and hereby declare/warrant the following:
1. Definition: For the purposes of this declaration, the term “manuscript” refers collectively to the
originally submitted version and all subsequent revised, resubmitted, accepted, and published
versions, including text-based articles, graphical insights, infographics, and hybrid formats.
2. Breach, Authors' Accountability, and Legal Consequences: To protect research integrity,
I/We acknowledge that GEMS relies on all the following declarations/warranties in good faith, and
that any subsequent matters arising from non-compliance shall remain the sole accountability of
the authors, with GEMS bearing no liability therefor. Any breach of the following
declarations/warranties—including, for example, false or misleading statements—will result in
immediate retraction, notification to the authors' institutions and funding bodies, and, where
applicable, legal action by Global Empirical Marketing Studies (GEMS) at the authors' expense.
3. Originality and Publication Exclusivity:
3.1) The manuscript is free from plagiarism and self-plagiarism; all previously published
material has been properly cited and quoted where necessary.
3.2) The manuscript is original, has not been previously published or copyrighted in whole, in
part, or in any substantially similar form, and is not under consideration elsewhere.
3.3) The manuscript and its published version in GEMS, if applicable, will not be submitted in
whole, in part, or in any substantially similar form to any other publications.
3.4) Reposting of the published article in repositories, social media platforms, or personal
websites is permitted with full citation details (APA format provided by GEMS or other
globally recognized formats) acknowledging GEMS as the original publisher.
4. Copyright:
4.1) I/We hereby assign worldwide copyright of the manuscript in all forms and media (whether
now known or hereafter developed), in all languages, for the full term of copyright and all
extensions and renewals thereof, to GEMS. This agreement is binding and can be revoked only
when the manuscript is rejected for publication by GEMS.
4.2) I/We further acknowledge that withdrawal is not permitted once a manuscript has been
submitted to GEMS, except under exceptional circumstances requested within 72 hours of the
initial submission (the grace period). This grace period applies only to the first version of the
manuscript and does not extend to subsequent revised versions. Any attempt to withdraw
beyond this grace period—whether explicit (formal withdrawal) or implicit (failure to respond
to editorial communications, hereafter deemed “self-inflicted withdrawal”’)—will be treated as
an abuse of the peer-review process and a breach of trust, as editorial and review resources will
already have been expended.
4.3) Penalties for breaching Clause 4.1 and 4.2 may range from a permanent bar on all listed
authors from future submissions to GEMS (minimum consequence) to formal notification of
the authors’ institutions and funding bodies, and, where applicable, legal action by GEMS at
the authors’ expense (maximum consequence).
5. Compliance with Research Ethics and Intellectual Property Standards: Where applicable,
all research procedures, instruments, and questionnaires avoid harm to participants and adhere to
ethical standards. [/We declare/warrant that the research complies fully with applicable ethical
guidelines and intellectual property laws.
6. Authorship: All listed authors have made significant contributions, approved the final
manuscript, and declared no conflicts of interest (financial, personal, or professional) that could
influence the research.
7. Citation Integrity: All cited sources have been validated, are accurately represented, and
directly support the claims made in the text.



8. Funding (select only one box and provide details if applicable):
[ This research received no external funding.
[ This research was funded by:
Grant Number:
Funder:
Principal Investigator Name:
9. Data Integrity and Availability (select only one box and provide details if applicable):
L] For articles presenting measurement scales only; theoretical/conceptual articles; qualitative
review articles; case studies; views/perspectives articles; practical advice articles—There is no
data to share.
[ For empirical studies, research notes that involve empirical data, and meta-analyses—All
primary data are authentic, have not been fabricated, falsified, or manipulated in any way
(including via artificial intelligence tools), and, where applicable, are derived from human
participants. All data and statistics are verified to be free from errors. Raw data, code, and
materials are available to readers upon reasonable request to the corresponding author.
Note: If proprietary/confidential data is involved, provide a brief explanation of why sharing is
limited, per the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) guidelines on exemptions for
legal/ethical reasons:

10. Article Processing Charge (Applicable to new manuscripts submitted on or after 1 July
2026): I/We acknowledge and agree that the article processing charge (APC) announced in the call
for paper (https:/sites.google.com/view/gems-team/call-for-papers) is non-refundable and
non-negotiable. Payment shall be made in full within 60 calendar days of the issuance of an
official invoice by GEMS, following acceptance of the manuscript for copy-editing and
publication. Failure to remit payment in full by the due date, in accordance with the invoice terms,
will result in suspension of the publication process, revocation of the acceptance decision,
withholding of the manuscript’s publication rights until all outstanding financial obligations are
satisfied, and a permanent bar on all listed authors from future submissions to GEMS.

Full Manuscript to Start on th xt Page (N to Restart the Pa mber

Please combine your completed cover page, author declarations, and the full manuscript into a
single Word document (.docx). Do not submit separate files for the cover page and the
manuscript. Thank you for your submission.


https://sites.google.com/view/gems-team/call-for-papers

