Florida GenEd Legislation

F.A.C. 6A-14.0303(1)

(1) Purpose. It is necessary that every undergraduate student of a Florida public postsecondary
educational institution graduates as an informed citizen through participation in rigorous general
education courses. General education courses should provide broad foundational knowledge to
help students develop intellectual skills and habits that enable them to become more effective
and lifelong learners and contain high-level academic and critical thinking skills. This rule
implements the requirements for general education courses as required by section 1007.25,
F.S., and the principles, standards and content for general education required under section
1007.55, F.S.

F.S. 1007.55(1)

(1) The Legislature finds it necessary to ensure that every undergraduate student of a Florida
public postsecondary educational institution graduates as an informed citizen through
participation in rigorous general education courses that promote and preserve the constitutional
republic through traditional, historically accurate, and high-quality coursework. General
education courses should provide broad foundational knowledge to help students develop
intellectual skills and habits that enable them to become more effective and lifelong learners.
Courses with a curriculum based on unproven, speculative, or exploratory content are best
suited as elective or specific program prerequisite credit, not general education credit. General
education courses must:

(@) Meet the course standards as provided in s. 1007.25; and

(b) Whenever applicable, provide instruction on the historical background and philosophical
foundation of Western civilization and this nation’s historical documents, such as the Declaration
of Independence, the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights and subsequent
amendments, and the Federalist Papers.

F.S. 1007.25(3)

(c) General education core courses may not distort significant historical events or include a
curriculum that teaches identity politics, violates s. 1000.05, or is based on theories that
systemic racism, sexism, oppression, and privilege are inherent in the institutions of the United
States and were created to maintain social, political, and economic inequities.

(d) General education core courses must meet the following standards:

1.  Communication courses must afford students the ability to communicate effectively,
including the ability to write clearly and engage in public speaking.
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2. Humanities courses must afford students the ability to think critically through the mastering
of subjects concerned with human culture, especially literature, history, art, music, and
philosophy, and must include selections from the Western canon.

3. Social science courses must afford students an understanding of the basic social and
behavioral science concepts and principles used in the analysis of behavior and past and
present social, political, and economic issues.

4. Natural science courses must afford students the ability to critically examine and evaluate
the principles of the scientific method, model construction, and use the scientific method to
explain natural experiences and phenomena.

5. Mathematics courses must afford students a mastery of foundational mathematical and
computation models and methods by applying such models and methods in problem solving.

F.S. 1000.05(4)

(4)(@) It shall constitute discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex under
this section to subject any student or employee to training or instruction that espouses,
promotes, advances, inculcates, or compels such student or employee to believe any of the
following concepts:

1. Members of one race, color, national origin, or sex are morally superior to members of
another race, color, national origin, or sex.

2. A person, by virtue of his or her race, color, national origin, or sex, is inherently racist,
sexist, or oppressive, whether consciously or unconsciously.

3. A person’s moral character or status as either privileged or oppressed is necessarily
determined by his or her race, color, national origin, or sex.

4. Members of one race, color, national origin, or sex cannot and should not attempt to treat
others without respect to race, color, national origin, or sex.

5. A person, by virtue of his or her race, color, national origin, or sex, bears responsibility for,
or should be discriminated against or receive adverse treatment because of, actions committed
in the past by other members of the same race, color, national origin, or sex.

6. A person, by virtue of his or her race, color, national origin, or sex, should be discriminated
against or receive adverse treatment to achieve diversity, equity, or inclusion.

7. A person, by virtue of his or her race, color, sex, or national origin, bears personal
responsibility for and must feel guilt, anguish, or other forms of psychological distress because
of actions, in which the person played no part, committed in the past by other members of the
same race, color, national origin, or sex.

8. Such virtues as merit, excellence, hard work, fairness, neutrality, objectivity, and racial
colorblindness are racist or sexist, or were created by members of a particular race, color,
national origin, or sex to oppress members of another race, color, national origin, or sex.
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(b) Paragraph (a) may not be construed to prohibit discussion of the concepts listed therein as
part of a larger course of training or instruction, provided such training or instruction is given in
an objective manner without endorsement of the concepts.
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