
12.15.25 
All Articles & NewsClips In This Week’s Digest By Topic  
 
 
Weekly PA Environment Digest  PA Environment Digest Blog  Twitter  Facebook    
 
Linkedin   BlueSky   Latest NewsClips   Calendar Of Events   Grants & Awards 
 
-- 12.8.25 - PA Environment Digest - All Articles & NewsClips From This Issue By Topic 
-- Weekly Archive At Bottom Of This Page 
 
Links to all the Articles and NewsClips in this week’s PA Environment Digest by topic in one 
place-- 
 
Articles & NewsClips By Topic ------------------------- 
 
-- 116 New Stories - REAL Environmental & Conservation Leadership In PA  [PaEN] 
 
-- Environment & Energy Educational Opportunities For Students & Adults  [PaEN] 
 
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
 
-- Top 10 Stories: Harrisburg/PA Politics Reported By Local News Media Last Week  [PaEN]  
 
Check Calendars For Events Near You! 
-- Check The Calendars For Events Near You:  DEP Calendar of Events;  PA Parks & Forests 
Foundation’s Events webpage and DCNR’s Calendar of Events. 
 
 
New Federal Administration 
 
 
Deregulation For Industry 
-- Reuters: US House Passes Bill To Fast-Track Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting 
-- EPA, Corps Of Engineers Dec. 15 Hybrid Hearing In Pittsburgh On Proposed Changes To 
Waters Of The US Rule  
-- Inquirer: Would PA Coal Miners Really Turn Down A ‘Beautiful, Magnificent’ Manhattan 
Penthouse, As President Claims?  We Asked Them  [Spoiler: ‘Sure As Hell Wouldn’t Turn A 
Penthouse Down’] 
-- Post-Gazette: Thousands Of Coal Miners Left In Danger By Critical Federal Enforcement 
Gaps: Toxic Levels Of Dust Can Remain Undetected For Days 
-- Observer-Reporter: Robena Coal Mine Disaster That Killed 37 In 1962 Remembered In 
Greene County [PDF of Article] 
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Reversing Course 
-- PA Capital-Star: USDA Will Spend $700 Million To Support Regenerative Agriculture As Part 
Of Make America Healthy Again 
 
New Federal Administration 
-- AP: Federal Judge Orders FEMA To Restore Billions In Canceled Disaster Mitigation Funding 
[PA Included]  
-- Utility Dive: US DOE Offers $134 Million To Boost Rare Earth, Critical Minerals Recovery 
Projects  
-- US DOE Announces $134 Million In Funding To Strengthen Rare Earth, Critical Mineral 
Supply Chains 
-- Post-Gazette: President’s Ban On Wind Energy Projects Rule Illegal By Federal Court [We 
Need Every Electron We Can Get] 
-- Inquirer: Atlantic City Wind Farm, Once Opposed, Has Saved $8.8 Million Over Last 2 
Decades 
-- Middle Susquehanna RiverKeeper Blog: Local Experts Share Concerns Over Weighing 
‘Economic Impact,’ Other Changes To Federal Endangered Species Act; Comments Due Dec. 22  
--  The Allegheny Front - Reid Frazier: How President’s Rollbacks On Water And Species 
Protection Could Impact Pennsylvania  
 
Federal Funding Cuts, Freeze 
-- Erie Times: When Feds Block PA Funding, Should State Bite Back And Withhold Funds?  
Democrats Say Yes  [PDF of Article] 
-- AP: President Giving Farmers $12 Billion In Aid To Compensate For Economic Harm Done 
To Farmers By The President’s Tariffs 
-- Post-Gazette: US Farmers Say President’s $12 Billion Bailout Won’t End Industry Slump 
[Caused By President’s Tariffs, Low Crop Prices] 
 
Air 
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- The Center Square Analysis: Demise Of RGGI Carbon Pollution Reduction Program ‘Worth 
The Wait’ For PA Taxpayers In Late State Budget [RGGI Never Implemented] 
-- KDKA: New Data Shows Air Quality Improvements Across Pittsburgh Area 
-- EPA Publishes Guide To Getting Air Permits For A.I. Data Center Projects 
 
Alternative Fuels 
-- Utility Dive: US DOE Offers $134 Million To Boost Rare Earth, Critical Minerals Recovery 
Projects  
-- US DOE Announces $134 Million In Funding To Strengthen Rare Earth, Critical Mineral 
Supply Chains 
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Awards & Recognition 
-- Post-Gazette: Allegheny County Teen Gavin Lynch Receives Nobel Good Earth Sustainability 
Scholarship For Fighting For A Greener Future, One Of 2 Nationwide  [PaEN] 
-- Vote Now! For Pennsylvania's 2026 River Of The Year  [PaEN] 
-- LancasterOnline: Conestoga River Up For PA River Of The Year, A Win Could Honor Late 
Journalist Ad Crable; How To Vote  [PDF of Article] 
-- Pennsylvania Turnpike Earns Fourth Consecutive Perfect Score From PA GreenGov Council  
[PaEN]   
 
Biodiversity/Invasive Species 
-- TribLive: Avian Enthusiasts Prepare For Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
-- December 18-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy Eagle Watch Volunteer Training, Zoom 
Option, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy: Eagle Watch Bus Tours Start Jan. 3 
-- York Daily Record: Bald Eagles Return To Hanover Nest Livestream 
-- PennLive: Hawk Count At Scott’s Mountain Records 5,800+ Raptors 
-- DCNR Invests Nearly $530,000 To Support 15 Projects To Protect Pennsylvania’s Native 
Biodiversity Across the Commonwealth  [PaEN]  
-- DCNR Resource News: How Do Trees And Plants Migrate?  Community Tree Assistance 
Available; Jan. 1 First Day Hikes - 250 Celebration!  [PaEN]  
-- Middle Susquehanna RiverKeeper Blog: Local Experts Share Concerns Over Weighing 
‘Economic Impact,’ Other Changes To Federal Endangered Species Act; Comments Due Dec. 22  
--  The Allegheny Front - Reid Frazier: How President’s Rollbacks On Water And Species 
Protection Could Impact Pennsylvania  
-- The Allegheny Front: Hellbenders Share Spotlight With History At New Hellbender Preserve 
In Bloomingdale, Ohio 
-- AP: UN Says World Must Jointly Tackle Issues Of Climate Change, Pollution, Biodiversity 
And Land Loss 
 
Budget 
-- Independent Fiscal Office: 2025 Act 13 Shale Gas Impact Fee Revenue Estimate $239.9 
Million, Up $75.3 Million From Last Year  [PaEN]  
-- Erie Times: When Feds Block PA Funding, Should State Bite Back And Withhold Funds?  
Democrats Say Yes  [PDF of Article] 
-- The Center Square Analysis: Demise Of RGGI Carbon Pollution Reduction Program ‘Worth 
The Wait’ For PA Taxpayers In Late State Budget [RGGI Never Implemented] 
 
Chesapeake Bay 
-- DEP Awards $17.7 Million To Support 222 County Water Quality Cleanup Projects In 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed  [PaEN] 
-- Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Awards $265,000 In Grants To Support 16 Local 
Watershed Restoration, Conservation Projects  [PaEN] 
-- Stroud Water Research Center Fall Salt Snapshot Found Most Streams Still Exceeded Chloride 
Standards Months After Last Road Salt Was Applied  [PaEN] 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Concerns Raised About PFAS ‘Forever Chemicals’ In A.I. Data 
Centers 
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-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Potential For More Air Pollution From A.I. Data Centers Causes 
Concern In Virginia 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: PennDOT Plan For Rt. 322 In Centre County Draws Fire From 
Environmentalists, Farmers 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Student Documentary ‘Rethinking Rt. 322’ Explores Ways 
To Minimize Construction Impacts 
-- The Allegheny Front: Hellbenders Share Spotlight With History At New Hellbender Preserve 
In Bloomingdale, Ohio 
-- Forests For The Chesapeake Bay News: Wooly Caterpillar Weather Forecasts; Eastern 
Hemlocks; Phenological Fun! 
Latest From The Chesapeake Bay Journal 
Click Here to subscribe to the free Chesapeake Bay Journal 
 
Citizen Action 
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 
Homes, Schools, Streams  
-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- KYW: NJ Governor Declares Emergency Over Propane Shortage Due To Nov. 21 Power 
Outage At Marcus Hook Refinery In Delaware County 
-- Bloomberg: EU Offers Easier Path For US LNG Gas Exporters To Meet Methane Rules 
-- READ CAREFULLY!  PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices, Opportunities To 
Comment - December 13 [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- READ CAREFULLY!  DEP Posted 61 Pages Of Permit-Related Notices In December 13 PA 
Bulletin  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- DEP Releases Draft 2026 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring, Assessment Report For 
Comment; Touts Cleaning Up 67 Miles Of Streams 7,105 Acres Of Lakes Since 2024  [PaEN]  
-- PA Drought Task Force Adds 8 More Counties To Drought Watch, Total Now 37   [PaEN] 
-- Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Water Conditions Trigger Water Withdrawal Restrictions 
On 40 Shale Gas Water Withdrawal Points; 17 Shale Gas Withdrawals Blocked By Ice 
Conditions  [PaEN]  
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-- PA American Water Asking Customers To Reduce Water Consumption Amid Drought Watch 
In 17 Service Counties 
-- PA Invests More Than $6.9 Million To Preserve 27 Farms, 2,354 Acres Of Prime Farmland In 
13 Counties  [PaEN] 
-- The Nature Conservancy-PA Adds 279 Acres To Gallitzin State Forest In Cambria County  
[PaEN]  
-- Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Awards $265,000 In Grants To Support 16 Local 
Watershed Restoration, Conservation Projects  [PaEN] 
-- ARIPPA, Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation Award Lackawanna River 
Conservation Association Mini-Grant; Next Round Opens Jan. 1  [PaEN]  
-- Watershed Profile: Aultmans Run Watershed - From Orange Streams To Green Dreams, 
Healing An Abandoned Mine-Scarred Watershed In Indiana County  [PaEN] 
-- Stroud Water Research Center Fall Salt Snapshot Found Most Streams Still Exceeded Chloride 
Standards Months After Last Road Salt Was Applied  [PaEN] 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: PennDOT Plan For Rt. 322 In Centre County Draws Fire From 
Environmentalists, Farmers 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Student Documentary ‘Rethinking Rt. 322’ Explores Ways 
To Minimize Construction Impacts 
-- Dec. 12 Take Five Fridays With Pam, PA Parks & Forests Foundation Now Available 
-- The Guardian: More Than 230 US Environmental Groups Demand Halt To New 
Energy-Hungry A.I. Data Centers Causing Soaring Electric Bills  
 
Climate 
-- 265 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved By Rush Township In Centre County On Nearly 
2,000 Acres Of Abandoned Mine Land  [PaEN] 
-- Centre Daily Times: 265 MW Black Moshannon Solar Energy Facility On Abandoned Mine 
Land Takes Next Step In Centre County  
-- Altoona Mirror: 342 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved In City Of Altoona, Blair County 
[PDF of Article] 
-- Williamsport Sun: Bat Expert Says Muncy Solar Array Could Confuse Bats Into Thinking 
Solid Panels Are Water  [FYI: Bats Don’t Like Water] 
-- WHYY - Sophia Schmidt: Philadelphia Signs Agreement To Buy Electricity From Clearfield 
County Solar Energy Facility To Stabilize Energy Costs  
-- Tribune-Democrat: Superloads Of Windmill Blades For Highland North Wind Farm To Move 
Through Blair, Cambria Counties Tuesday, Wednesday  
-- Pennsylvania Turnpike Earns Fourth Consecutive Perfect Score From PA GreenGov Council  
[PaEN]   
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- The Center Square Analysis: Demise Of RGGI Carbon Pollution Reduction Program ‘Worth 
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The Wait’ For PA Taxpayers In Late State Budget [RGGI Never Implemented] 
-- AP: Federal Judge Orders FEMA To Restore Billions In Canceled Disaster Mitigation Funding 
[PA Included]  
-- Utility Dive: US DOE Offers $134 Million To Boost Rare Earth, Critical Minerals Recovery 
Projects  
-- US DOE Announces $134 Million In Funding To Strengthen Rare Earth, Critical Mineral 
Supply Chains 
-- Utility Dive: New York Power Authority Adopts 5.5 GW Renewable Power Plan, Despite The 
President’s Efforts To Block Renewable Generation From Coming To The Grid  
-- Post-Gazette: President’s Ban On Wind Energy Projects Rule Illegal By Federal Court [We 
Need Every Electron We Can Get] 
-- Inquirer: Atlantic City Wind Farm, Once Opposed, Has Saved $8.8 Million Over Last 2 
Decades 
-- Financial Times: Inside The Failed Green Revolutions At BP And Shell After Dramatically 
Scaling Back Plans 
-- The Guardian: Montana Youth Activists Who Won Landmark Climate Case Push For Court 
Enforcement 
-- AP: UN Says World Must Jointly Tackle Issues Of Climate Change, Pollution, Biodiversity 
And Land Loss 
 
Coal Mining 
-- Inquirer: Would PA Coal Miners Really Turn Down A ‘Beautiful, Magnificent’ Manhattan 
Penthouse, As President Claims?  We Asked Them  [Spoiler: ‘Sure As Hell Wouldn’t Turn A 
Penthouse Down’] 
-- Post-Gazette: Thousands Of Coal Miners Left In Danger By Critical Federal Enforcement 
Gaps: Toxic Levels Of Dust Can Remain Undetected For Days 
-- Observer-Reporter: Robena Coal Mine Disaster That Killed 37 In 1962 Remembered In 
Greene County [PDF of Article] 
-- Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Awards $265,000 In Grants To Support 16 Local 
Watershed Restoration, Conservation Projects  [PaEN] 
-- ARIPPA, Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation Award Lackawanna River 
Conservation Association Mini-Grant; Next Round Opens Jan. 1  [PaEN]  
-- Watershed Profile: Aultmans Run Watershed - From Orange Streams To Green Dreams, 
Healing An Abandoned Mine-Scarred Watershed In Indiana County  [PaEN] 
-- 265 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved By Rush Township In Centre County On Nearly 
2,000 Acres Of Abandoned Mine Land  [PaEN] 
 
Compliance Action 
-- PA Oil & Gas Weekly Compliance Dashboard - Dec. 6 to 12 - MarkWest Pipeline Loses 
Another 31,000 Gallons Into Mine Voids; Abandoned Conventional Well Violations Reach 666   
[PaEN] 
-- DEP Investigating Another 31,000 Gallon Spill Into Mine Voids From MarkWest Liberty 
Midstream Pipeline Construction In Washington County; 360,000 Gallons Lost So Far  [PaEN]  
-- The Derrick: Titusville Under DEP Deadline To Take Action On Underground Jet Fuel Leak 
At Titusville Airport [PDF of Article] 
-- Republican Herald: DEP Says Schuylkill County Biosolids Company Broke Environmental 
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Rules  [PDF of Article] 
-- Pottstown Mercury: DEP Spent $1 Million So Far On Boyertown Landfill Contamination, 
Testing Continues, EPA May Declare It Federal Superfund Site In Montgomery County 
-- Today’s Violations: DEP: Inspection of  K Petroleum, Inc. conventional well in Washington 
Township, Westmoreland County found the well was still abandoned and not plugged for 948 
days and counting. Original violations May 2023.  Read more here. 
-- Today’s Violations: DEP: Inspection of Michael D. Graham conventional well in Smith 
Township, Washington County found no evidence the owner took any action to clean up 
multiple wastewater spills for 209 days and counting. Read more here. 
-- Today’s Violations: DEP: Complaint inspection of Medina Res Dev. Co LLC conventional 
well in Waterford Township, Erie County found the well abandoned and not plugged. 
Response requested by Jan. 10.  Read more here. 
 
Conservation Districts 
-- DEP Awards $17.7 Million To Support 222 County Water Quality Cleanup Projects In 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed  [PaEN] 
 
Court Action 
-- TribLive: Some Defendants In Plum Boro Fatal Natural Gas Explosion Case Ask Judge To 
Dismiss Negligence Claims  
-- AP: Federal Judge Orders FEMA To Restore Billions In Canceled Disaster Mitigation Funding 
[PA Included]  
 
Dam Safety 
-- Tribune-Democrat: Water Authority To Begin Repairs On North Fork Dam; Expects State To 
Order Work At Another Dam 
 
DCNR 
-- Vote Now! For Pennsylvania's 2026 River Of The Year  [PaEN]   
-- LancasterOnline: Conestoga River Up For PA River Of The Year, A Win Could Honor Late 
Journalist Ad Crable; How To Vote  [PDF of Article] 
-- DCNR Grants News: Tools For Evaluating Park Equity Webinar; 2 New Columbia Boro 
Parks; Next Grant Round Opens Jan. 22  
-- DCNR Names Michael Plish Manager Of Chapman State Park In Warren County 
-- Dec. 12 Take Five Fridays With Pam, PA Parks & Forests Foundation Now Available 
-- South Mountain Partnership Holds Winter Partnership Meeting Jan. 30 In Franklin County  
[PaEN]  
-- The Nature Conservancy-PA Adds 279 Acres To Gallitzin State Forest In Cambria County  
[PaEN]  
-- DCNR Resource News: How Do Trees And Plants Migrate?  Community Tree Assistance 
Available; Jan. 1 First Day Hikes - 250 Celebration!  [PaEN]  
-- DCNR Invests Nearly $530,000 To Support 15 Projects To Protect Pennsylvania’s Native 
Biodiversity Across the Commonwealth  [PaEN]  
-- Penn State Extension Hosts Feb. 7 Woodlands Owners Conference At PennWest Clarion 
University  [PaEN]  
-- Forests For The Chesapeake Bay News: Wooly Caterpillar Weather Forecasts; Eastern 
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Hemlocks; Phenological Fun! 
-- Morning Call: Once A Family Home And Nature Setting, It Will Become Lehigh Valley’s 
Newest Park  
-- Altoona Mirror: Irvona Man Killed In Morning ATV Crash In Clearfield County 
-- Tribune-Democrat: Fulton County UTV Crash Kills One, Injures 3 
 
DEP 
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 
Homes, Schools, Streams  
-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- PA Oil & Gas Weekly Compliance Dashboard - Dec. 6 to 12 - MarkWest Pipeline Loses 
Another 31,000 Gallons Into Mine Voids; Abandoned Conventional Well Violations Reach 666   
[PaEN] 
-- DEP Investigating Another 31,000 Gallon Spill Into Mine Voids From MarkWest Liberty 
Midstream Pipeline Construction In Washington County; 360,000 Gallons Lost So Far  [PaEN]  
-- READ CAREFULLY!  PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices, Opportunities To 
Comment - December 13 [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- READ CAREFULLY!  DEP Posted 61 Pages Of Permit-Related Notices In December 13 PA 
Bulletin  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- DEP Awards $17.7 Million To Support 222 County Water Quality Cleanup Projects In 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Releases Draft 2026 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring, Assessment Report For 
Comment; Touts Cleaning Up 67 Miles Of Streams 7,105 Acres Of Lakes Since 2024  [PaEN]  
-- PA Drought Task Force Adds 8 More Counties To Drought Watch, Total Now 37   [PaEN] 
-- Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Water Conditions Trigger Water Withdrawal Restrictions 
On 40 Shale Gas Water Withdrawal Points; 17 Shale Gas Withdrawals Blocked By Ice 
Conditions  [PaEN]  
-- PA American Water Asking Customers To Reduce Water Consumption Amid Drought Watch 
In 17 Service Counties 
-- Tribune-Democrat: Water Authority To Begin Repairs On North Fork Dam; Expects State To 
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Order Work At Another Dam 
-- Pottstown Mercury: DEP Spent $1 Million So Far On Boyertown Landfill Contamination, 
Testing Continues, EPA May Declare It Federal Superfund Site In Montgomery County 
-- The Derrick: Titusville Under DEP Deadline To Take Action On Underground Jet Fuel Leak 
At Titusville Airport [PDF of Article] 
-- Republican Herald: DEP Says Schuylkill County Biosolids Company Broke Environmental 
Rules  [PDF of Article] 
-- Inquirer: Cleanup Of Ridley Creek Tanker Truck Oil Spill Almost Complete 
 
Delaware River 
-- Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Awards $265,000 In Grants To Support 16 Local 
Watershed Restoration, Conservation Projects  [PaEN] 
-- Stroud Water Research Center Fall Salt Snapshot Found Most Streams Still Exceeded Chloride 
Standards Months After Last Road Salt Was Applied  [PaEN] 
-- December 18-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy Eagle Watch Volunteer Training, Zoom 
Option, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy: Eagle Watch Bus Tours Start Jan. 3 
 
Drinking Water 
-- PA Drought Task Force Adds 8 More Counties To Drought Watch, Total Now 37   [PaEN] 
-- Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Water Conditions Trigger Water Withdrawal Restrictions 
On 40 Shale Gas Water Withdrawal Points; 17 Shale Gas Withdrawals Blocked By Ice 
Conditions  [PaEN]  
-- PA American Water Asking Customers To Reduce Water Consumption Amid Drought Watch 
In 17 Service Counties 
-- Tribune-Democrat: Water Authority To Begin Repairs On North Fork Dam; Expects State To 
Order Work At Another Dam 
-- Spotlight PA: Rate Hike, Bankruptcy, Or Sale: PUC Judge To Decide What’s Next For 
Privately-Owned Rock Spring Water Company In Centre County 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Concerns Raised About PFAS ‘Forever Chemicals’ In A.I. Data 
Centers 
 
Drought 
-- PA Drought Task Force Adds 8 More Counties To Drought Watch, Total Now 37   [PaEN] 
-- Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Water Conditions Trigger Water Withdrawal Restrictions 
On 40 Shale Gas Water Withdrawal Points; 17 Shale Gas Withdrawals Blocked By Ice 
Conditions  [PaEN]  
-- PA American Water Asking Customers To Reduce Water Consumption Amid Drought Watch 
In 17 Service Counties 
 
Economic Development 
-- Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Awards $265,000 In Grants To Support 16 Local 
Watershed Restoration, Conservation Projects  [PaEN] 
-- ARIPPA, Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation Award Lackawanna River 
Conservation Association Mini-Grant; Next Round Opens Jan. 1  [PaEN]  
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
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Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- South Mountain Partnership Holds Winter Partnership Meeting Jan. 30 In Franklin County  
[PaEN]  
-- Inquirer: Former Philadelphia Refinery To Be Redeveloped Into Site For DrinkPAK 
Manufacturer 
-- 265 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved By Rush Township In Centre County On Nearly 
2,000 Acres Of Abandoned Mine Land  [PaEN] 
-- Centre Daily Times: 265 MW Black Moshannon Solar Energy Facility On Abandoned Mine 
Land Takes Next Step In Centre County  
-- Altoona Mirror: 342 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved In City Of Altoona, Blair County 
[PDF of Article] 
-- Williamsport Sun: Bat Expert Says Muncy Solar Array Could Confuse Bats Into Thinking 
Solid Panels Are Water  [FYI: Bats Don’t Like Water] 
-- WHYY - Sophia Schmidt: Philadelphia Signs Agreement To Buy Electricity From Clearfield 
County Solar Energy Facility To Stabilize Energy Costs  
-- Tribune-Democrat: Superloads Of Windmill Blades For Highland North Wind Farm To Move 
Through Blair, Cambria Counties Tuesday, Wednesday  
-- Utility Dive: US DOE Offers $134 Million To Boost Rare Earth, Critical Minerals Recovery 
Projects  
-- US DOE Announces $134 Million In Funding To Strengthen Rare Earth, Critical Mineral 
Supply Chains 
 
Education 
Awards/Recognition 
-- Post-Gazette: Allegheny County Teen Gavin Lynch Receives Nobel Good Earth Sustainability 
Scholarship For Fighting For A Greener Future, One Of 2 Nationwide  [PaEN] 
-- Vote Now! For Pennsylvania's 2026 River Of The Year  [PaEN] 
-- LancasterOnline: Conestoga River Up For PA River Of The Year, A Win Could Honor Late 
Journalist Ad Crable; How To Vote  [PDF of Article] 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Student Documentary ‘Rethinking Rt. 322’ Explores Ways 
To Minimize Construction Impacts 
-- Pennsylvania Turnpike Earns Fourth Consecutive Perfect Score From PA GreenGov Council  
[PaEN]   
Grants 
-- DCNR Grants News: Tools For Evaluating Park Equity Webinar; 2 New Columbia Boro 
Parks; Next Grant Round Opens Jan. 22  
Help Wanted 
-- Interns Wanted: Pennsylvania Sea Grant Seeks Summer Undergraduate Interns  [PaEN] 
Upcoming Events 
-- EPA, Corps Of Engineers Dec. 15 Hybrid Hearing In Pittsburgh On Proposed Changes To 
Waters Of The US Rule  
-- December 18-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy Eagle Watch Volunteer Training, Zoom 
Option, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
-- TribLive: Avian Enthusiasts Prepare For Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
-- PennLive: Hawk Count At Scott’s Mountain Records 5,800+ Raptors 
-- York Daily Record: Bald Eagles Return To Hanover Nest Livestream 
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-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy: Eagle Watch Bus Tours Start Jan. 3 
-- Penn State Extension Hosts Jan. 13 Webinar - Spotted Lanternfly Research Updates & Panel 
Discussion  [PaEN] 
-- Lower Susquehanna RiverKeeper Hosts Jan. 14 Data Centers in the Susquehanna River Basin 
– Let's Talk Water Usage With SRBC [PaEN]  
-- South Mountain Partnership Holds Winter Partnership Meeting Jan. 30 In Franklin County  
[PaEN]  
-- Penn State Extension Hosts Feb. 7 Woodlands Owners Conference At PennWest Clarion 
University  [PaEN]  
-- Penn State Extension Hosts Feb. 17 Webinar On The Oystershell Scale Invasive Insect - 
Frontiers In Forest Health  [PaEN]  
Public Participation 
-- READ CAREFULLY!  PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices, Opportunities To 
Comment - December 13 [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- READ CAREFULLY!  DEP Posted 61 Pages Of Permit-Related Notices In December 13 PA 
Bulletin  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- DEP Releases Draft 2026 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring, Assessment Report For 
Comment; Touts Cleaning Up 67 Miles Of Streams 7,105 Acres Of Lakes Since 2024  [PaEN]  
Programs/Information 
-- PJM Interconnection Issues Cold Weather Alert For Dec. 13 In Illinois, And Dec. 14, 15 In Its 
Western Region, Including Duquesne Light, Penn Power, West Penn Power  [PaEN] 
-- PaGasSwitch.com: Natural Gas Costs Increased From 9.26% to 57.5% Over The Last Year For 
Natural Gas Utility Customers Not Shopping For A Fuel Supplier  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Highlights Ways Natural Gas Customers Can Manage Winter Energy Use, Costs, Explore 
Energy Affordability Options  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Publishes Updates To Low-Income Natural Gas, Electric Utility Usage Reduction 
Program Regulations  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Awards $17.7 Million To Support 222 County Water Quality Cleanup Projects In 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed  [PaEN] 
-- PA Invests More Than $6.9 Million To Preserve 27 Farms, 2,354 Acres Of Prime Farmland In 
13 Counties  [PaEN] 
-- The Nature Conservancy-PA Adds 279 Acres To Gallitzin State Forest In Cambria County  
[PaEN]  
-- DCNR Invests Nearly $530,000 To Support 15 Projects To Protect Pennsylvania’s Native 
Biodiversity Across the Commonwealth  [PaEN]  
-- DCNR Resource News: How Do Trees And Plants Migrate?  Community Tree Assistance 
Available; Jan. 1 First Day Hikes - 250 Celebration!  [PaEN]  
-- Forests For The Chesapeake Bay News: Wooly Caterpillar Weather Forecasts; Eastern 
Hemlocks; Phenological Fun! 
-- Penn State Extension Energy Essentials: Guide To Extension Energy Team; Upcoming 
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Learning Opportunities; Biogas; Home Heating Assistance Opens 
-- The Guardian: Montana Youth Activists Who Won Landmark Climate Case Push For Court 
Enforcement 
A.I. Data Centers 
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- Morning Call - Elizabeth Deornellas: How A.I. Data Centers Are Driving Up The Cost Of 
Electricity And What Grid Operators Can Do [PDF of Article] 
-- PUC: Most PA Electric Utility Consumers To See 3.7% To 10.6% Increase In Electricity 
Prices During The Next 3 Months Starting Dec. 1  [PaEN]  
-- Scranton Times - Chris Kelly Opinion: PPL Proposed 7% Rate Hike A.I. Data Center Driven  
[PDF of Article]  
-- PaGasSwitch.com: Natural Gas Costs Increased From 9.26% to 57.5% Over The Last Year For 
Natural Gas Utility Customers Not Shopping For A Fuel Supplier  [PaEN]  
-- Scranton Times: Customer, Elected Officials Blast Proposed PPL Rate Increase, Concerns 
About Ratepayers Footing The Bill For A.I. Data Centers   [PDF of Article]  
-- Morning Call: Lehigh Valley Residents Warn Of Affordability Crisis, Ask PUC To Reject 
PPL’s Proposed 7% Rate Increase  
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: What’s Important In Affordable Energy?  A Conversation With A 
Carnegie Mellon Energy Justice Professor 
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- EPA Publishes Guide To Getting Air Permits For A.I. Data Center Projects 
-- Wall Street Journal: The Political Skirmish Over President’s A.I. Order Is Just Beginning The 
Populist Opposition Against Technology That Holds The Promise Of Eliminating Lots Of Jobs 
[PDF of Article]   
-- Reuters: US House Passes Bill To Fast-Track Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting 
Background On Issues 
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 
Homes, Schools, Streams  
-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
-- PA Oil & Gas Weekly Compliance Dashboard - Dec. 6 to 12 - MarkWest Pipeline Loses 
Another 31,000 Gallons Into Mine Voids; Abandoned Conventional Well Violations Reach 666   
[PaEN] 
-- DEP Investigating Another 31,000 Gallon Spill Into Mine Voids From MarkWest Liberty 
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Midstream Pipeline Construction In Washington County; 360,000 Gallons Lost So Far  [PaEN]  
-- Independent Fiscal Office: 2025 Act 13 Shale Gas Impact Fee Revenue Estimate $239.9 
Million, Up $75.3 Million From Last Year  [PaEN]  
-- Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Water Conditions Trigger Water Withdrawal Restrictions 
On 40 Shale Gas Water Withdrawal Points; 17 Shale Gas Withdrawals Blocked By Ice 
Conditions  [PaEN]  
-- TribLive: Some Defendants In Plum Boro Fatal Natural Gas Explosion Case Ask Judge To 
Dismiss Negligence Claims  
-- KYW: NJ Governor Declares Emergency Over Propane Shortage Due To Nov. 21 Power 
Outage At Marcus Hook Refinery In Delaware County 
-- 265 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved By Rush Township In Centre County On Nearly 
2,000 Acres Of Abandoned Mine Land  [PaEN] 
-- Centre Daily Times: 265 MW Black Moshannon Solar Energy Facility On Abandoned Mine 
Land Takes Next Step In Centre County  
-- Altoona Mirror: 342 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved In City Of Altoona, Blair County 
[PDF of Article] 
-- Williamsport Sun: Bat Expert Says Muncy Solar Array Could Confuse Bats Into Thinking 
Solid Panels Are Water  [FYI: Bats Don’t Like Water] 
-- WHYY - Sophia Schmidt: Philadelphia Signs Agreement To Buy Electricity From Clearfield 
County Solar Energy Facility To Stabilize Energy Costs  
-- Tribune-Democrat: Superloads Of Windmill Blades For Highland North Wind Farm To Move 
Through Blair, Cambria Counties Tuesday, Wednesday  
-- Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Awards $265,000 In Grants To Support 16 Local 
Watershed Restoration, Conservation Projects  [PaEN] 
-- ARIPPA, Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation Award Lackawanna River 
Conservation Association Mini-Grant; Next Round Opens Jan. 1  [PaEN]  
-- Watershed Profile: Aultmans Run Watershed - From Orange Streams To Green Dreams, 
Healing An Abandoned Mine-Scarred Watershed In Indiana County  [PaEN] 
-- Stroud Water Research Center Fall Salt Snapshot Found Most Streams Still Exceeded Chloride 
Standards Months After Last Road Salt Was Applied  [PaEN] 
-- Spotlight PA: Rate Hike, Bankruptcy, Or Sale: PUC Judge To Decide What’s Next For 
Privately-Owned Rock Spring Water Company In Centre County 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Hershey Researchers Find Link Between Skin Cancer Rates 
In Areas Of Farming, Herbicide Use In PA  
 
Gas Explosions 
-- TribLive: Some Defendants In Plum Boro Fatal Natural Gas Explosion Case Ask Judge To 
Dismiss Negligence Claims  
 
Train Derailments 
-- WFMJ: Norfolk Southern Reports Restoration Complete At Ohio Train Derailment Site 
 
Emergency Response 
-- Inquirer: Cleanup Of Ridley Creek Tanker Truck Oil Spill Almost Complete 
-- Pottstown Mercury: Perkiomen Creek Mapping And Flood Mitigation Plan Completed 
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International/National Impacts On PA Natural Gas 
[Energy Independence Means Renewables] 
 
-- AAA Average Gasoline Prices:  National- $2.91  Ohio- $2.83  PA- $3.16 
-- Baker Hughes: PA Natural Gas Drilling Rigs - 18 - Same As Last 3 Weeks 
-- PaGasSwitch.com: Natural Gas Costs Increased From 9.26% to 57.5% Over The Last Year For 
Natural Gas Utility Customers Not Shopping For A Fuel Supplier  [PaEN]  
-- Morning Call - Elizabeth Deornellas: How A.I. Data Centers Are Driving Up The Cost Of 
Electricity And What Grid Operators Can Do [PDF of Article] 
-- PUC Highlights Ways Natural Gas Customers Can Manage Winter Energy Use, Costs, Explore 
Energy Affordability Options  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Publishes Updates To Low-Income Natural Gas, Electric Utility Usage Reduction 
Program Regulations  [PaEN] 
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: PUC Approves Columbia Gas Rate Increase - 13th Since 2008 
-- Independent Fiscal Office: 2025 Act 13 Shale Gas Impact Fee Revenue Estimate $239.9 
Million, Up $75.3 Million From Last Year  [PaEN]  
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- PJM Interconnection Issues Cold Weather Alert For Dec. 13 In Illinois, And Dec. 14, 15 In Its 
Western Region, Including Duquesne Light, Penn Power, West Penn Power  [PaEN] 
-- Reuters: US House Passes Bill To Fast-Track Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting 
-- KYW: NJ Governor Declares Emergency Over Propane Shortage Due To Nov. 21 Power 
Outage At Marcus Hook Refinery In Delaware County 
-- Bloomberg: EU Offers Easier Path For US LNG Gas Exporters To Meet Methane Rules 
-- Reuters: US EIA: US Power Use To Reach Record Highs In 2025, 2026: Natural Gas 
Generation Slides 2%; Renewables Increase 2%; Nuclear Drops 1%; Coal Same  
 
A.I./Data Centers 
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
Energy Prices 
-- PA Capital-Star: Energy Market Watchers See Electric Bills In PA, Other States Rising As A.I. 
Data Center Demand Continues  
-- Morning Call - Elizabeth Deornellas: How A.I. Data Centers Are Driving Up The Cost Of 
Electricity And What Grid Operators Can Do [PDF of Article] 
-- PUC: Most PA Electric Utility Consumers To See 3.7% To 10.6% Increase In Electricity 
Prices During The Next 3 Months Starting Dec. 1  [PaEN]  
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-- Scranton Times - Chris Kelly Opinion: PPL Proposed 7% Rate Hike A.I. Data Center Driven  
[PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Customer, Elected Officials Blast Proposed PPL Rate Increase, Concerns 
About Ratepayers Footing The Bill For A.I. Data Centers   [PDF of Article]  
-- Morning Call: Lehigh Valley Residents Warn Of Affordability Crisis, Ask PUC To Reject 
PPL’s Proposed 7% Rate Increase  
-- PaGasSwitch.com: Natural Gas Costs Increased From 9.26% to 57.5% Over The Last Year For 
Natural Gas Utility Customers Not Shopping For A Fuel Supplier  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: PUC Approves Columbia Gas Rate Increase - 13th Since 2008 
-- Independent Fiscal Office: 2025 Act 13 Shale Gas Impact Fee Revenue Estimate $239.9 
Million, Up $75.3 Million From Last Year  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Highlights Ways Natural Gas Customers Can Manage Winter Energy Use, Costs, Explore 
Energy Affordability Options  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Publishes Updates To Low-Income Natural Gas, Electric Utility Usage Reduction 
Program Regulations  [PaEN] 
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: What’s Important In Affordable Energy?  A Conversation With A 
Carnegie Mellon Energy Justice Professor 
-- PUC Chairman Highlights 'Extraordinary Challenges' Pennsylvania Families Are Facing This 
Winter With Energy Bills And His Appreciation For Groups Providing Assistance  [PaEN] 
-- PA Capital-Star: Rising Electricity Bills Lead To State Scrutiny-- But Little Relief For 
Ratepayers 
-- Fortune: Exelon CEO: The ‘Warning Lights Are On’ For US Electric Grid Resilience And 
Utility Prices Amid Uncontrolled A.I. Data Center Demand Surge [Electricity & Natural Gas 
Costs Are Now Leading Inflation Pressures] 
-- The Guardian: More Than 230 US Environmental Groups Demand Halt To New 
Energy-Hungry A.I. Data Centers Causing Soaring Electric Bills  
Electric Grid 
-- WESA - Rachel McDevitt: PJM Grid Operator Covering PA Failing To Plan For Responsible 
A.I. Data Center Load Growth, Observers Say 
-- PA Capital-Star: Shapiro Urges FERC To Consider Consumer, State Regulator, Power 
Company Comments On A.I. Data Centers Connecting To PJM Grid Proposed By PJM’s Market 
Monitor To Protect Reliability, Affordability 
-- Utility Dive: Data Center Coalition, PJM Power Providers Groups, Others Urge FERC To 
Reject The PJM Market Monitors Complaint Asking The Commission To Find The PJM 
Interconnection Can Deny Large Load Connections If They Threaten Grid Reliability 
-- Utility Dive: FERC Poised To Issue Decision On Colocating A.I. Data Centers/ Large Loads 
In PJM Dec. 18   
-- PJM Interconnection Issues Cold Weather Alert For Dec. 13 In Illinois, And Dec. 14, 15 In Its 
Western Region, Including Duquesne Light, Penn Power, West Penn Power  [PaEN] 
Public Opinion 
-- The Center Square: Pennsylvania Straddles The A.I. Divide - Advocates, Concerns About 
Furious Pace Of A.I. Data Center Development  
-- Politics PA: New Poll Says 48% Of Pennsylvanians Surveyed Say A.I. Will Have Negative 
Impact On Economy, 46% A Negative Impact On The Environment;  55% Says A.I. Will 
Decrease The Number Of Jobs 
Land Use 
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-- Scranton Times: A.I. Data Center Developer Tied To Projects In Archbald, Blakely Proposes 
Projects In Dickson City; 54 Data Center Buildings Now Proposed Across Archbald, Dickson 
City, Jessup In Lackawanna County [PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Dickson City Receives 4 A.I. Data Center Campus Proposals; Mayfield Boro 
Adopts Ordinance Regulating Data Centers, 11 Data Center Proposals In Lackawanna County  
[PDF of Article]  
-- Republican Herald: Schuylkill, Luzerne, Carbon County Municipalities React To A.I. Data 
Center Proposals [PDF of Article] 
-- TribLive: Springdale Residents, Environmental Groups Gather To Oppose A.I. Data Center; 
More Events Planned In Allegheny County [Vote Dec. 16] 
-- TribLive: Springdale Zoning Hearing Board Approves Requests From A.I. Data Center 
Developers Before Dec. 16 Vote In Allegheny County 
-- Fox43: New Plans Reviewed For $15 Billion A.I. Data Center In Middlesex Twp., 
Cumberland County 
-- PennLive: Warehouse Project Off The Table In Watts Twp., Perry County, But Developer May 
Have Other Plans; Township Considering A.I. Data Center Ordinance  
-- Morning Call: Will A.I. Data Center Be Built At Site Of Former Merchants Square Mall In 
Allentown?  It’s One Possibility  [PDF of Article] 
-- Scranton Times: Mayfield Boro To Hold Hearing On A.I. Data Center Regulations Dec. 10 In 
Lackawanna County [PDF of Article]  
Impacts 
-- Scranton Times: Lackawanna County Officials Take Trip To Virginia’s Data Center Alley   
[PDF of Article] ​​ 
-- WNEP: Lackawanna County Leaders Learn About A.I. Data Centers On Trip To Virginia’s 
‘Data Center Alley’  
-- Lower Susquehanna RiverKeeper Hosts Jan. 14 Data Centers in the Susquehanna River Basin 
– Let's Talk Water Usage With SRBC [PaEN]  
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Concerns Raised About PFAS ‘Forever Chemicals’ In A.I. Data 
Centers 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Potential For More Air Pollution From A.I. Data Centers Causes 
Concern In Virginia 
-- EPA Publishes Guide To Getting Air Permits For A.I. Data Center Projects 
Generation 
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- Reuters: Big Tech Shifts To ‘All Of The Above’ A.I. Power Strategy [Still Prioritizing 
Renewables Over Fossil Fuels] 
-- Financial Times: Visual Story: The Power Crunch Is Threatening America’s A.I. Ambitions  
[PDF of Article] 
PA Natural Gas Development 
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
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Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 
Homes, Schools, Streams  
-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
Public Participation 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
Federal Actions 
-- Wall Street Journal: The Political Skirmish Over President’s A.I. Order Is Just Beginning The 
Populist Opposition Against Technology That Holds The Promise Of Eliminating Lots Of Jobs 
[PDF of Article]   
-- NY Times: President Signs Executive Order To Neuter State A.I. Law  [Copy of Order] 
-- White House: Ensuring A National Policy Framework For Artificial Intelligence 
-- Utility Dive: President Wants ‘ONE’ National A.I. Data Center Rule As States Seeks To Curb 
Impacts On Energy Costs, Water Use, Privacy And Other Issues  
-- NY Times: President Promises Executive Order To Block State A.I. Regulations 
-- Reuters: US House Passes Bill To Fast-Track Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting 
A.I. Policy 
-- Post-Gazette: A.I. Strike Team Finds New Partner, Fresh Leadership To Promote A.I. In PA 
-- TribLive Guest Essay: Thoughts On ‘Frankenstein,’ A.I. And The Perils Of Our Unfinished 
Creation - By Kelly McKinney, NYU Langone Health 
-- Post-Gazette Guest Essay: What The New Movie ‘Frankenstein’ Tells Us About A.I. - By 
Kelly McKinney, NYU Langone Heal 
-- WESA: Commonwealth Court Judge Questions A.I. ‘Hallucinations’ In Plaintiff's Brief 
Challenging PA Human Relations Commission Protections Of Transgender Students Involving 
Beaver County School District, 2 PA House Members  
-- PA Republican Attorney General Sunday Leads Coalition Of 42 Attorneys General In Letter 
To A.I. Software Companies Demanding Safeguards To Protect Vulnerable Residents From 
Harmful Interactions With Bots  
-- WSJ: President OKs Sale Of Nvidia A.I. Chips To China After Meeting With CEO, US Govt. 
To Get 25% Cut [Chips Will Help China Train Their A.I. Models]  
-- Time Magazine Person Of The Year - The Architects Of A.I. 
 
Energy 
-- PJM Interconnection Issues Cold Weather Alert For Dec. 13 In Illinois, And Dec. 14, 15 In Its 
Western Region, Including Duquesne Light, Penn Power, West Penn Power  [PaEN] 
-- PaGasSwitch.com: Natural Gas Costs Increased From 9.26% to 57.5% Over The Last Year For 
Natural Gas Utility Customers Not Shopping For A Fuel Supplier  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Highlights Ways Natural Gas Customers Can Manage Winter Energy Use, Costs, Explore 
Energy Affordability Options  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Publishes Updates To Low-Income Natural Gas, Electric Utility Usage Reduction 

https://tinyurl.com/2s3sb5t8
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/12/09/pennsylvania-gas-fracking-well-setbacks/stories/202512090072
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/12/09/pennsylvania-gas-fracking-well-setbacks/stories/202512090072
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/09122025/pennsylvania-natural-gas-pads-health-study/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/09122025/pennsylvania-natural-gas-pads-health-study/
https://tinyurl.com/6z9hrjw9
https://tinyurl.com/6z9hrjw9
https://tinyurl.com/6z9hrjw9
https://tinyurl.com/ycys9z2j
https://tinyurl.com/ycys9z2j
https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/the-political-skirmish-over-trumps-ai-order-is-just-the-beginning-7d0e649a?mod=hp_lead_pos9
https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/the-political-skirmish-over-trumps-ai-order-is-just-the-beginning-7d0e649a?mod=hp_lead_pos9
https://tinyurl.com/3xpm75wa
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/11/technology/ai-trump-executive-order.html?campaign_id=60&emc=edit_na_20251212&instance_id=167841&nl=breaking-news&regi_id=136519&segment_id=212149&user_id=2cc064c2667416a9448170524c846e61
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/12/eliminating-state-law-obstruction-of-national-artificial-intelligence-policy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/12/eliminating-state-law-obstruction-of-national-artificial-intelligence-policy/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/ron-desantis-data-centers-ai-ratepayers-increase-florida-hyperscalers/807290/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202025-12-08%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:79600%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/ron-desantis-data-centers-ai-ratepayers-increase-florida-hyperscalers/807290/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202025-12-08%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:79600%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/08/us/politics/trump-executive-order-ai-laws.html
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/us-house-passes-bill-fast-track-natural-gas-pipeline-permitting-2025-12-12/
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2025/12/10/ai-strike-team-pittsburgh-team-pennsylvania/stories/202512100063
https://triblive.com/opinion/kelly-mckinney-thoughts-on-frankenstein-ai-and-the-perils-of-our-unfinished-creation/
https://triblive.com/opinion/kelly-mckinney-thoughts-on-frankenstein-ai-and-the-perils-of-our-unfinished-creation/
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/op-ed/2025/12/09/frankenstein-guillermo-del-toro-ai-accountability-kelly-mckinney/stories/202512090027
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2025-12-12/pa-court-judge-ai-gender-identity-suit
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2025-12-12/pa-court-judge-ai-gender-identity-suit
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2025-12-12/pa-court-judge-ai-gender-identity-suit
https://www.attorneygeneral.gov/taking-action/ag-sunday-leads-coalition-of-42-attorneys-general-in-letter-to-a-i-software-companies-demanding-safeguards-to-protect-vulnerable-residents-from-harmful-interactions-with-bots/
https://www.attorneygeneral.gov/taking-action/ag-sunday-leads-coalition-of-42-attorneys-general-in-letter-to-a-i-software-companies-demanding-safeguards-to-protect-vulnerable-residents-from-harmful-interactions-with-bots/
https://www.attorneygeneral.gov/taking-action/ag-sunday-leads-coalition-of-42-attorneys-general-in-letter-to-a-i-software-companies-demanding-safeguards-to-protect-vulnerable-residents-from-harmful-interactions-with-bots/
https://www.wsj.com/tech/nvidia-china-exports-h2000-chips-5943aa48?mod=hp_lead_pos2
https://www.wsj.com/tech/nvidia-china-exports-h2000-chips-5943aa48?mod=hp_lead_pos2
https://time.com/7339685/person-of-the-year-2025-ai-architects/
https://tinyurl.com/5n7yypzn
https://tinyurl.com/5n7yypzn
https://tinyurl.com/5fvay9uh
https://tinyurl.com/5fvay9uh
https://tinyurl.com/2wxrp73x
https://tinyurl.com/2wxrp73x
https://tinyurl.com/3df8t7k9


Program Regulations  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- Morning Call - Elizabeth Deornellas: How A.I. Data Centers Are Driving Up The Cost Of 
Electricity And What Grid Operators Can Do [PDF of Article] 
-- Scranton Times - Chris Kelly Opinion: PPL Proposed 7% Rate Hike A.I. Data Center Driven  
[PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Customer, Elected Officials Blast Proposed PPL Rate Increase, Concerns 
About Ratepayers Footing The Bill For A.I. Data Centers   [PDF of Article]  
-- Morning Call: Lehigh Valley Residents Warn Of Affordability Crisis, Ask PUC To Reject 
PPL’s Proposed 7% Rate Increase  
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: What’s Important In Affordable Energy?  A Conversation With A 
Carnegie Mellon Energy Justice Professor 
-- WESA - Rachel McDevitt: PJM Grid Operator Covering PA Failing To Plan For Responsible 
A.I. Data Center Load Growth, Observers Say 
-- 265 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved By Rush Township In Centre County On Nearly 
2,000 Acres Of Abandoned Mine Land  [PaEN] 
-- Centre Daily Times: 265 MW Black Moshannon Solar Energy Facility On Abandoned Mine 
Land Takes Next Step In Centre County  
-- Altoona Mirror: 342 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved In City Of Altoona, Blair County 
[PDF of Article] 
-- Williamsport Sun: Bat Expert Says Muncy Solar Array Could Confuse Bats Into Thinking 
Solid Panels Are Water  [FYI: Bats Don’t Like Water] 
-- WHYY - Sophia Schmidt: Philadelphia Signs Agreement To Buy Electricity From Clearfield 
County Solar Energy Facility To Stabilize Energy Costs  
-- Tribune-Democrat: Superloads Of Windmill Blades For Highland North Wind Farm To Move 
Through Blair, Cambria Counties Tuesday, Wednesday  
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: PUC Approves Columbia Gas Rate Increase - 13th Since 2008 
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- Penn State Extension Energy Essentials: Guide To Extension Energy Team; Upcoming 
Learning Opportunities; Biogas; Home Heating Assistance Opens 
-- KYW: NJ Governor Declares Emergency Over Propane Shortage Due To Nov. 21 Power 
Outage At Marcus Hook Refinery In Delaware County 
 
Energy Conservation 
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: The Energy Doctor Is In To Diagnose Your Old House 
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: What’s Important In Affordable Energy?  A Conversation With A 
Carnegie Mellon Energy Justice Professor 
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Environmental Health 
-- PA Oil & Gas Weekly Compliance Dashboard - Dec. 6 to 12 - MarkWest Pipeline Loses 
Another 31,000 Gallons Into Mine Voids; Abandoned Conventional Well Violations Reach 666   
[PaEN] 
-- DEP Investigating Another 31,000 Gallon Spill Into Mine Voids From MarkWest Liberty 
Midstream Pipeline Construction In Washington County; 360,000 Gallons Lost So Far  [PaEN]  
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 
Homes, Schools, Streams  
-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Concerns Raised About PFAS ‘Forever Chemicals’ In A.I. Data 
Centers 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Potential For More Air Pollution From A.I. Data Centers Causes 
Concern In Virginia 
-- Pottstown Mercury: DEP Spent $1 Million So Far On Boyertown Landfill Contamination, 
Testing Continues, EPA May Declare It Federal Superfund Site In Montgomery County 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Hershey Researchers Find Link Between Skin Cancer Rates 
In Areas Of Farming, Herbicide Use In PA  
 
Environmental Heritage 
-- ARIPPA, Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation Award Lackawanna River 
Conservation Association Mini-Grant; Next Round Opens Jan. 1  [PaEN]  
-- Observer-Reporter: Robena Coal Mine Disaster That Killed 37 In 1962 Remembered In 
Greene County [PDF of Article] 
-- Post-Gazette: Thousands Of Coal Miners Left In Danger By Critical Federal Enforcement 
Gaps: Toxic Levels Of Dust Can Remain Undetected For Days 
-- Inquirer: Would PA Coal Miners Really Turn Down A ‘Beautiful, Magnificent’ Manhattan 
Penthouse, As President Claims?  We Asked Them  [Spoiler: ‘Sure As Hell Wouldn’t Turn A 
Penthouse Down’] 
 
EPA 
-- ​​EPA Awards Pittsburgh, Delaware County $6.6 Million In Solid Waste/Recycling 
Infrastructure Grants  [PaEN]  
-- EPA Publishes Guide To Getting Air Permits For A.I. Data Center Projects 
-- EPA, Corps Of Engineers Dec. 15 Hybrid Hearing In Pittsburgh On Proposed Changes To 
Waters Of The US Rule  
 
Farming 
-- DEP Awards $17.7 Million To Support 222 County Water Quality Cleanup Projects In 
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Chesapeake Bay Watershed  [PaEN] 
-- PA Invests More Than $6.9 Million To Preserve 27 Farms, 2,354 Acres Of Prime Farmland In 
13 Counties  [PaEN] 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: PennDOT Plan For Rt. 322 In Centre County Draws Fire From 
Environmentalists, Farmers 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Hershey Researchers Find Link Between Skin Cancer Rates 
In Areas Of Farming, Herbicide Use In PA  
-- PA Capital-Star: USDA Will Spend $700 Million To Support Regenerative Agriculture As Part 
Of Make America Healthy Again 
-- Post-Gazette: US Farmers Say President’s $12 Billion Bailout Won’t End Industry Slump 
[Caused By President’s Tariffs, Low Crop Prices] 
 
Fish & Boat Commission 
-- DCNR Invests Nearly $530,000 To Support 15 Projects To Protect Pennsylvania’s Native 
Biodiversity Across the Commonwealth  [PaEN]  
-- Middle Susquehanna RiverKeeper Blog: Local Experts Share Concerns Over Weighing 
‘Economic Impact,’ Other Changes To Federal Endangered Species Act; Comments Due Dec. 22  
--  The Allegheny Front - Reid Frazier: How President’s Rollbacks On Water And Species 
Protection Could Impact Pennsylvania  
-- The Allegheny Front: Hellbenders Share Spotlight With History At New Hellbender Preserve 
In Bloomingdale, Ohio 
 
Flooding 
-- Pottstown Mercury: Perkiomen Creek Mapping And Flood Mitigation Plan Completed 
 
Forests  
-- The Nature Conservancy-PA Adds 279 Acres To Gallitzin State Forest In Cambria County  
[PaEN]  
-- DCNR Grants News: Tools For Evaluating Park Equity Webinar; 2 New Columbia Boro 
Parks; Next Grant Round Opens Jan. 22  
-- DCNR Resource News: How Do Trees And Plants Migrate?  Community Tree Assistance 
Available; Jan. 1 First Day Hikes - 250 Celebration!  [PaEN]  
-- South Mountain Partnership Holds Winter Partnership Meeting Jan. 30 In Franklin County  
[PaEN]  
-- Penn State Extension Hosts Jan. 13 Webinar - Spotted Lanternfly Research Updates & Panel 
Discussion  [PaEN] 
-- Penn State Extension Hosts Feb. 7 Woodlands Owners Conference At PennWest Clarion 
University  [PaEN]  
-- Penn State Extension Hosts Feb. 17 Webinar On The Oystershell Scale Invasive Insect - 
Frontiers In Forest Health  [PaEN]  
-- Forests For The Chesapeake Bay News: Wooly Caterpillar Weather Forecasts; Eastern 
Hemlocks; Phenological Fun! 
 
Game Commission 
-- TribLive: Avian Enthusiasts Prepare For Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
-- PennLive: Hawk Count At Scott’s Mountain Records 5,800+ Raptors 
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-- December 18-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy Eagle Watch Volunteer Training, Zoom 
Option, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy: Eagle Watch Bus Tours Start Jan. 3 
-- York Daily Record: Bald Eagles Return To Hanover Nest Livestream 
-- Williamsport Sun: Bat Expert Says Muncy Solar Array Could Confuse Bats Into Thinking 
Solid Panels Are Water  [FYI: Bats Don’t Like Water] 
-- DCNR Invests Nearly $530,000 To Support 15 Projects To Protect Pennsylvania’s Native 
Biodiversity Across the Commonwealth  [PaEN]  
-- Middle Susquehanna RiverKeeper Blog: Local Experts Share Concerns Over Weighing 
‘Economic Impact,’ Other Changes To Federal Endangered Species Act; Comments Due Dec. 22  
--  The Allegheny Front - Reid Frazier: How President’s Rollbacks On Water And Species 
Protection Could Impact Pennsylvania  
 
Grants/Funding 
-- DEP Awards $17.7 Million To Support 222 County Water Quality Cleanup Projects In 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed  [PaEN] 
-- Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Awards $265,000 In Grants To Support 16 Local 
Watershed Restoration, Conservation Projects  [PaEN] 
-- ARIPPA, Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation Award Lackawanna River 
Conservation Association Mini-Grant; Next Round Opens Jan. 1  [PaEN]  
-- DCNR Invests Nearly $530,000 To Support 15 Projects To Protect Pennsylvania’s Native 
Biodiversity Across the Commonwealth  [PaEN]  
-- DCNR Grants News: Tools For Evaluating Park Equity Webinar; 2 New Columbia Boro 
Parks; Next Grant Round Opens Jan. 22  
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- ​​EPA Awards Pittsburgh, Delaware County $6.6 Million In Solid Waste/Recycling 
Infrastructure Grants  [PaEN]  
-- PA Capital-Star: USDA Will Spend $700 Million To Support Regenerative Agriculture As Part 
Of Make America Healthy Again 
-- Utility Dive: US DOE Offers $134 Million To Boost Rare Earth, Critical Minerals Recovery 
Projects  
-- US DOE Announces $134 Million In Funding To Strengthen Rare Earth, Critical Mineral 
Supply Chains 
 
Green Infrastructure 
-- PA Invests More Than $6.9 Million To Preserve 27 Farms, 2,354 Acres Of Prime Farmland In 
13 Counties  [PaEN] 
-- The Nature Conservancy-PA Adds 279 Acres To Gallitzin State Forest In Cambria County  
[PaEN]  
-- South Mountain Partnership Holds Winter Partnership Meeting Jan. 30 In Franklin County  
[PaEN]  
-- DCNR Grants News: Tools For Evaluating Park Equity Webinar; 2 New Columbia Boro 
Parks; Next Grant Round Opens Jan. 22  
-- DCNR Resource News: How Do Trees And Plants Migrate?  Community Tree Assistance 
Available; Jan. 1 First Day Hikes - 250 Celebration!  [PaEN]  
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-- Forests For The Chesapeake Bay News: Wooly Caterpillar Weather Forecasts; Eastern 
Hemlocks; Phenological Fun! 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: PennDOT Plan For Rt. 322 In Centre County Draws Fire From 
Environmentalists, Farmers 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Student Documentary ‘Rethinking Rt. 322’ Explores Ways 
To Minimize Construction Impacts 
 
Hazardous Sites 
-- Pottstown Mercury: DEP Spent $1 Million So Far On Boyertown Landfill Contamination, 
Testing Continues, EPA May Declare It Federal Superfund Site In Montgomery County 
 
Hazardous Substances 
-- PA Oil & Gas Weekly Compliance Dashboard - Dec. 6 to 12 - MarkWest Pipeline Loses 
Another 31,000 Gallons Into Mine Voids; Abandoned Conventional Well Violations Reach 666   
[PaEN] 
-- DEP Investigating Another 31,000 Gallon Spill Into Mine Voids From MarkWest Liberty 
Midstream Pipeline Construction In Washington County; 360,000 Gallons Lost So Far  [PaEN]  
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 
Homes, Schools, Streams  
-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Concerns Raised About PFAS ‘Forever Chemicals’ In A.I. Data 
Centers 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Potential For More Air Pollution From A.I. Data Centers Causes 
Concern In Virginia 
-- Pottstown Mercury: DEP Spent $1 Million So Far On Boyertown Landfill Contamination, 
Testing Continues, EPA May Declare It Federal Superfund Site In Montgomery County 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Hershey Researchers Find Link Between Skin Cancer Rates 
In Areas Of Farming, Herbicide Use In PA  
-- Stroud Water Research Center Fall Salt Snapshot Found Most Streams Still Exceeded Chloride 
Standards Months After Last Road Salt Was Applied  [PaEN] 
 
Help Wanted 
-- Interns Wanted: Pennsylvania Sea Grant Seeks Summer Undergraduate Interns  [PaEN] 
 
Land Conservation 
-- PA Invests More Than $6.9 Million To Preserve 27 Farms, 2,354 Acres Of Prime Farmland In 
13 Counties  [PaEN] 
-- The Nature Conservancy-PA Adds 279 Acres To Gallitzin State Forest In Cambria County  
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[PaEN]  
-- 265 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved By Rush Township In Centre County On Nearly 
2,000 Acres Of Abandoned Mine Land  [PaEN] 
-- Centre Daily Times: 265 MW Black Moshannon Solar Energy Facility On Abandoned Mine 
Land Takes Next Step In Centre County  
-- Forests For The Chesapeake Bay News: Wooly Caterpillar Weather Forecasts; Eastern 
Hemlocks; Phenological Fun! 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: PennDOT Plan For Rt. 322 In Centre County Draws Fire From 
Environmentalists, Farmers 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Student Documentary ‘Rethinking Rt. 322’ Explores Ways 
To Minimize Construction Impacts 
 
Land Recycling 
-- Inquirer: Former Philadelphia Refinery To Be Redeveloped Into Site For DrinkPAK 
Manufacturer 
-- READ CAREFULLY!  PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices, Opportunities To 
Comment - December 13 [PaEN] 
 
Land Use 
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 
Homes, Schools, Streams  
-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- Politics PA: New Poll Says 48% Of Pennsylvanians Surveyed Say A.I. Will Have Negative 
Impact On Economy, 46% A Negative Impact On The Environment;  55% Says A.I. Will 
Decrease The Number Of Jobs 
-- Scranton Times: A.I. Data Center Developer Tied To Projects In Archbald, Blakely Proposes 
Projects In Dickson City; 54 Data Center Buildings Now Proposed Across Archbald, Dickson 
City, Jessup In Lackawanna County [PDF of Article]  
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-- Scranton Times: Dickson City Receives 4 A.I. Data Center Campus Proposals; Mayfield Boro 
Adopts Ordinance Regulating Data Centers, 11 Data Center Proposals In Lackawanna County  
[PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Mayfield Boro To Hold Hearing On A.I. Data Center Regulations Dec. 10 In 
Lackawanna County [PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Lackawanna County Officials Take Trip To Virginia’s Data Center Alley   
[PDF of Article] ​​ 
-- WNEP: Lackawanna County Leaders Learn About A.I. Data Centers On Trip To Virginia’s 
‘Data Center Alley’  
-- Republican Herald: Schuylkill, Luzerne, Carbon County Municipalities React To A.I. Data 
Center Proposals [PDF of Article] 
-- TribLive: Springdale Residents, Environmental Groups Gather To Oppose A.I. Data Center; 
More Events Planned In Allegheny County [Vote Dec. 16] 
-- TribLive: Springdale Zoning Hearing Board Approves Requests From A.I. Data Center 
Developers Before Dec. 16 Vote In Allegheny County 
-- Fox43: New Plans Reviewed For $15 Billion A.I. Data Center In Middlesex Twp., 
Cumberland County 
-- PennLive: Warehouse Project Off The Table In Watts Twp., Perry County, But Developer May 
Have Other Plans; Township Considering A.I. Data Center Ordinance  
-- Morning Call: Will A.I. Data Center Be Built At Site Of Former Merchants Square Mall In 
Allentown?  It’s One Possibility  [PDF of Article] 
 
Lake Erie 
-- Interns Wanted: Pennsylvania Sea Grant Seeks Summer Undergraduate Interns  [PaEN] 
 
Mine Reclamation 
-- Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Awards $265,000 In Grants To Support 16 Local 
Watershed Restoration, Conservation Projects  [PaEN] 
-- ARIPPA, Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation Award Lackawanna River 
Conservation Association Mini-Grant; Next Round Opens Jan. 1  [PaEN]  
-- Watershed Profile: Aultmans Run Watershed - From Orange Streams To Green Dreams, 
Healing An Abandoned Mine-Scarred Watershed In Indiana County  [PaEN] 
-- 265 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved By Rush Township In Centre County On Nearly 
2,000 Acres Of Abandoned Mine Land  [PaEN] 
-- Centre Daily Times: 265 MW Black Moshannon Solar Energy Facility On Abandoned Mine 
Land Takes Next Step In Centre County  
-- Utility Dive: US DOE Offers $134 Million To Boost Rare Earth, Critical Minerals Recovery 
Projects  
-- US DOE Announces $134 Million In Funding To Strengthen Rare Earth, Critical Mineral 
Supply Chains 
 
Oil & Gas 
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 

https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/12/11/dickson-city-receives-four-data-center-proposals/
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/12/11/dickson-city-receives-four-data-center-proposals/
https://tinyurl.com/22jj5uac
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/12/09/mayfield-to-hold-public-hearing-on-data-center-legislation-wednesday/
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/12/09/mayfield-to-hold-public-hearing-on-data-center-legislation-wednesday/
https://tinyurl.com/3ap4pk8r
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/12/12/down-data-center-alley/
https://tinyurl.com/4pmce34s
https://www.wnep.com/article/features/only-on-16/lackawanna-county-leaders-learn-about-data-centers-on-trip-to-virginias-data-center-alley-action-16-investigates-loudon-county-ai/523-14a12e54-0b49-48db-8329-3df145caeb38
https://www.wnep.com/article/features/only-on-16/lackawanna-county-leaders-learn-about-data-centers-on-trip-to-virginias-data-center-alley-action-16-investigates-loudon-county-ai/523-14a12e54-0b49-48db-8329-3df145caeb38
https://www.republicanherald.com/2025/12/12/municipalities-react-to-planned-data-centers/
https://www.republicanherald.com/2025/12/12/municipalities-react-to-planned-data-centers/
https://tinyurl.com/285y289w
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-residents-environmental-groups-gather-to-oppose-data-center-more-events-planned/
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-residents-environmental-groups-gather-to-oppose-data-center-more-events-planned/
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-zoning-heard-board-approves-requests-from-data-center-developers/
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-zoning-heard-board-approves-requests-from-data-center-developers/
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/cumberland-county/data-center-pennsylvania-middlesex-township-cumberland-county/521-86d906cf-6d07-4cd1-a1a8-078a8bc86b4a
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/cumberland-county/data-center-pennsylvania-middlesex-township-cumberland-county/521-86d906cf-6d07-4cd1-a1a8-078a8bc86b4a
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2025/12/warehouse-project-shelved-but-developer-might-have-other-plans-for-the-central-pa-property.html
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2025/12/warehouse-project-shelved-but-developer-might-have-other-plans-for-the-central-pa-property.html
https://www.mcall.com/2025/12/10/will-a-data-center-be-built-at-site-of-former-merchants-square-mall-in-allentown-its-one-possibility/
https://www.mcall.com/2025/12/10/will-a-data-center-be-built-at-site-of-former-merchants-square-mall-in-allentown-its-one-possibility/
https://tinyurl.com/4w46haav
https://tinyurl.com/4pc8zhws
https://tinyurl.com/3p2jvhfp
https://tinyurl.com/3p2jvhfp
https://tinyurl.com/52yjseey
https://tinyurl.com/52yjseey
https://tinyurl.com/6vtymkjd
https://tinyurl.com/6vtymkjd
https://tinyurl.com/3tfxax9b
https://tinyurl.com/3tfxax9b
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/philipsburg/article313615210.html
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/philipsburg/article313615210.html
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/us-energy-department-134m-rare-earth-recovery/807286/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202025-12-08%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:79600%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/us-energy-department-134m-rare-earth-recovery/807286/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202025-12-08%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:79600%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
https://www.energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-134-million-funding-strengthen-rare-earth-element-supply
https://www.energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-134-million-funding-strengthen-rare-earth-element-supply
https://tinyurl.com/2s3sb5t8
https://tinyurl.com/2s3sb5t8
https://tinyurl.com/2s3sb5t8
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/12/09/pennsylvania-gas-fracking-well-setbacks/stories/202512090072


Homes, Schools, Streams  
-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- PA Oil & Gas Weekly Compliance Dashboard - Dec. 6 to 12 - MarkWest Pipeline Loses 
Another 31,000 Gallons Into Mine Voids; Abandoned Conventional Well Violations Reach 666   
[PaEN] 
-- DEP Investigating Another 31,000 Gallon Spill Into Mine Voids From MarkWest Liberty 
Midstream Pipeline Construction In Washington County; 360,000 Gallons Lost So Far  [PaEN]  
-- READ CAREFULLY!  PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices, Opportunities To 
Comment - December 13 [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- READ CAREFULLY!  DEP Posted 61 Pages Of Permit-Related Notices In December 13 PA 
Bulletin  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- TribLive: Some Defendants In Plum Boro Fatal Natural Gas Explosion Case Ask Judge To 
Dismiss Negligence Claims  
-- Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Water Conditions Trigger Water Withdrawal Restrictions 
On 40 Shale Gas Water Withdrawal Points; 17 Shale Gas Withdrawals Blocked By Ice 
Conditions  [PaEN]  
-- PaGasSwitch.com: Natural Gas Costs Increased From 9.26% to 57.5% Over The Last Year For 
Natural Gas Utility Customers Not Shopping For A Fuel Supplier  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Highlights Ways Natural Gas Customers Can Manage Winter Energy Use, Costs, Explore 
Energy Affordability Options  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Publishes Updates To Low-Income Natural Gas, Electric Utility Usage Reduction 
Program Regulations  [PaEN] 
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: PUC Approves Columbia Gas Rate Increase - 13th Since 2008 
-- Independent Fiscal Office: 2025 Act 13 Shale Gas Impact Fee Revenue Estimate $239.9 
Million, Up $75.3 Million From Last Year  [PaEN]  
-- AAA Average Gasoline Prices:  National- $2.91  Ohio- $2.83  PA- $3.16 
-- Baker Hughes: PA Natural Gas Drilling Rigs - 18 - Same As Last 3 Weeks 
-- The Derrick: Titusville Under DEP Deadline To Take Action On Underground Jet Fuel Leak 
At Titusville Airport [PDF of Article] 
-- KYW: NJ Governor Declares Emergency Over Propane Shortage Due To Nov. 21 Power 
Outage At Marcus Hook Refinery In Delaware County 
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-- Inquirer: Former Philadelphia Refinery To Be Redeveloped Into Site For DrinkPAK 
Manufacturer 
-- Bloomberg: EU Offers Easier Path For US LNG Gas Exporters To Meet Methane Rules 
-- Reuters: US EIA: US Power Use To Reach Record Highs In 2025, 2026: Natural Gas 
Generation Slides 2%; Renewables Increase 2%; Nuclear Drops 1%; Coal Same  
 
Pipelines 
-- DEP Investigating Another 31,000 Gallon Spill Into Mine Voids From MarkWest Liberty 
Midstream Pipeline Construction In Washington County; 360,000 Gallons Lost So Far  [PaEN]  
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- Reuters: US House Passes Bill To Fast-Track Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting 
 
Permitting 
-- READ CAREFULLY!  PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices, Opportunities To 
Comment - December 13 [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- READ CAREFULLY!  DEP Posted 61 Pages Of Permit-Related Notices In December 13 PA 
Bulletin  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 
Homes, Schools, Streams  
-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
-- Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Water Conditions Trigger Water Withdrawal Restrictions 
On 40 Shale Gas Water Withdrawal Points; 17 Shale Gas Withdrawals Blocked By Ice 
Conditions  [PaEN]  
-- EPA Publishes Guide To Getting Air Permits For A.I. Data Center Projects 
-- EPA, Corps Of Engineers Dec. 15 Hybrid Hearing In Pittsburgh On Proposed Changes To 
Waters Of The US Rule  
-- Reuters: US House Passes Bill To Fast-Track Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting 
 
Public Participation 
-- READ CAREFULLY!  PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices, Opportunities To 
Comment - December 13 [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
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-- READ CAREFULLY!  DEP Posted 61 Pages Of Permit-Related Notices In December 13 PA 
Bulletin  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- DEP Releases Draft 2026 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring, Assessment Report For 
Comment; Touts Cleaning Up 67 Miles Of Streams 7,105 Acres Of Lakes Since 2024  [PaEN]  
-- EPA, Corps Of Engineers Dec. 15 Hybrid Hearing In Pittsburgh On Proposed Changes To 
Waters Of The US Rule  
 
PUC 
-- PJM Interconnection Issues Cold Weather Alert For Dec. 13 In Illinois, And Dec. 14, 15 In Its 
Western Region, Including Duquesne Light, Penn Power, West Penn Power  [PaEN] 
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- Morning Call - Elizabeth Deornellas: How A.I. Data Centers Are Driving Up The Cost Of 
Electricity And What Grid Operators Can Do [PDF of Article] 
-- WESA - Rachel McDevitt: PJM Grid Operator Covering PA Failing To Plan For Responsible 
A.I. Data Center Load Growth, Observers Say 
-- DEP Invites Comments On Permits For 5 Large Electric Transmission, Substation Projects In 
14 Counties, Including 150 Mile Piney-Seward and Erie South-Piney Transmission Project 
Crossing 8 Counties  [PaEN]  
-- PA Capital-Star: Energy Market Watchers See Electric Bills In PA, Other States Rising As A.I. 
Data Center Demand Continues  
-- PA Capital-Star: Shapiro Urges FERC To Consider Consumer, State Regulator, Power 
Company Comments On A.I. Data Centers Connecting To PJM Grid Proposed By PJM’s Market 
Monitor To Protect Reliability, Affordability 
-- Scranton Times - Chris Kelly Opinion: PPL Proposed 7% Rate Hike A.I. Data Center Driven  
[PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Customer, Elected Officials Blast Proposed PPL Rate Increase, Concerns 
About Ratepayers Footing The Bill For A.I. Data Centers   [PDF of Article]  
-- Morning Call: Lehigh Valley Residents Warn Of Affordability Crisis, Ask PUC To Reject 
PPL’s Proposed 7% Rate Increase  
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: What’s Important In Affordable Energy?  A Conversation With A 
Carnegie Mellon Energy Justice Professor 
-- PA Capital-Star: Rising Electricity Bills Lead To State Scrutiny-- But Little Relief For 
Ratepayers 
-- PaGasSwitch.com: Natural Gas Costs Increased From 9.26% to 57.5% Over The Last Year For 
Natural Gas Utility Customers Not Shopping For A Fuel Supplier  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: PUC Approves Columbia Gas Rate Increase - 13th Since 2008 
-- PUC Highlights Ways Natural Gas Customers Can Manage Winter Energy Use, Costs, Explore 
Energy Affordability Options  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Publishes Updates To Low-Income Natural Gas, Electric Utility Usage Reduction 
Program Regulations  [PaEN] 
-- Utility Dive: Data Center Coalition, PJM Power Providers Groups, Others Urge FERC To 
Reject The PJM Market Monitors Complaint Asking The Commission To Find The PJM 
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Interconnection Can Deny Large Load Connections If They Threaten Grid Reliability 
-- Utility Dive: FERC Poised To Issue Decision On Colocating A.I. Data Centers/ Large Loads 
In PJM Dec. 18   
-- Fortune: Exelon CEO: The ‘Warning Lights Are On’ For US Electric Grid Resilience And 
Utility Prices Amid Uncontrolled A.I. Data Center Demand Surge [Electricity & Natural Gas 
Costs Are Now Leading Inflation Pressures] 
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- The Center Square: Pennsylvania Straddles The A.I. Divide - Advocates, Concerns About 
Furious Pace Of A.I. Data Center Development  
-- Politics PA: New Poll Says 48% Of Pennsylvanians Surveyed Say A.I. Will Have Negative 
Impact On Economy, 46% A Negative Impact On The Environment;  55% Says A.I. Will 
Decrease The Number Of Jobs 
-- Scranton Times: A.I. Data Center Developer Tied To Projects In Archbald, Blakely Proposes 
Projects In Dickson City; 54 Data Center Buildings Now Proposed Across Archbald, Dickson 
City, Jessup In Lackawanna County [PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Dickson City Receives 4 A.I. Data Center Campus Proposals; Mayfield Boro 
Adopts Ordinance Regulating Data Centers, 11 Data Center Proposals In Lackawanna County  
[PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Mayfield Boro To Hold Hearing On A.I. Data Center Regulations Dec. 10 In 
Lackawanna County [PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Lackawanna County Officials Take Trip To Virginia’s Data Center Alley   
[PDF of Article] ​​ 
-- WNEP: Lackawanna County Leaders Learn About A.I. Data Centers On Trip To Virginia’s 
‘Data Center Alley’  
-- Republican Herald: Schuylkill, Luzerne, Carbon County Municipalities React To A.I. Data 
Center Proposals [PDF of Article] 
-- TribLive: Springdale Residents, Environmental Groups Gather To Oppose A.I. Data Center; 
More Events Planned In Allegheny County [Vote Dec. 16] 
-- TribLive: Springdale Zoning Hearing Board Approves Requests From A.I. Data Center 
Developers Before Dec. 16 Vote In Allegheny County 
-- Fox43: New Plans Reviewed For $15 Billion A.I. Data Center In Middlesex Twp., 
Cumberland County 
-- PennLive: Warehouse Project Off The Table In Watts Twp., Perry County, But Developer May 
Have Other Plans; Township Considering A.I. Data Center Ordinance  
-- Morning Call: Will A.I. Data Center Be Built At Site Of Former Merchants Square Mall In 
Allentown?  It’s One Possibility  [PDF of Article] 
-- Lower Susquehanna RiverKeeper Hosts Jan. 14 Data Centers in the Susquehanna River Basin 
– Let's Talk Water Usage With SRBC [PaEN]  
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Concerns Raised About PFAS ‘Forever Chemicals’ In A.I. Data 
Centers 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: Potential For More Air Pollution From A.I. Data Centers Causes 
Concern In Virginia 
- The Guardian: More Than 230 US Environmental Groups Demand Halt To New 
Energy-Hungry A.I. Data Centers Causing Soaring Electric Bills  
-- Reuters: Big Tech Shifts To ‘All Of The Above’ A.I. Power Strategy [Still Prioritizing 
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Renewables Over Fossil Fuels] 
-- NY Times: President Signs Executive Order To Neuter State A.I. Law  [Copy of Order] 
-- White House: Ensuring A National Policy Framework For Artificial Intelligence 
-- Utility Dive: President Wants ‘ONE’ National A.I. Data Center Rule As States Seeks To Curb 
Impacts On Energy Costs, Water Use, Privacy And Other Issues  
-- NY Times: President Promises Executive Order To Block State A.I. Regulations 
-- Financial Times: Visual Story: The Power Crunch Is Threatening America’s A.I. Ambitions  
[PDF of Article] 
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: PUC Approves Columbia Gas Rate Increase - 13th Since 2008 
-- Independent Fiscal Office: 2025 Act 13 Shale Gas Impact Fee Revenue Estimate $239.9 
Million, Up $75.3 Million From Last Year  [PaEN]  
-- Spotlight PA: Rate Hike, Bankruptcy, Or Sale: PUC Judge To Decide What’s Next For 
Privately-Owned Rock Spring Water Company In Centre County 
 
Recreation 
-- Vote Now! For Pennsylvania's 2026 River Of The Year  [PaEN] 
-- LancasterOnline: Conestoga River Up For PA River Of The Year, A Win Could Honor Late 
Journalist Ad Crable; How To Vote  [PDF of Article] 
-- The Nature Conservancy-PA Adds 279 Acres To Gallitzin State Forest In Cambria County  
[PaEN]  
-- DCNR Resource News: How Do Trees And Plants Migrate?  Community Tree Assistance 
Available; Jan. 1 First Day Hikes - 250 Celebration!  [PaEN]  
-- DCNR Grants News: Tools For Evaluating Park Equity Webinar; 2 New Columbia Boro 
Parks; Next Grant Round Opens Jan. 22  
-- South Mountain Partnership Holds Winter Partnership Meeting Jan. 30 In Franklin County  
[PaEN]  
-- Morning Call: Once A Family Home And Nature Setting, It Will Become Lehigh Valley’s 
Newest Park  
-- Altoona Mirror: Irvona Man Killed In Morning ATV Crash In Clearfield County 
-- Tribune-Democrat: Fulton County UTV Crash Kills One, Injures 3 
 
Recycling/Waste 
-- ​​EPA Awards Pittsburgh, Delaware County $6.6 Million In Solid Waste/Recycling 
Infrastructure Grants  [PaEN]  
-- Pottstown Mercury: DEP Spent $1 Million So Far On Boyertown Landfill Contamination, 
Testing Continues, EPA May Declare It Federal Superfund Site In Montgomery County 
-- Republican Herald: DEP Says Schuylkill County Biosolids Company Broke Environmental 
Rules  [PDF of Article] 
-- Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT Gas Driller CEO Invests In Sludge Disposal Startup 
 
Regulations 
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Post-Gazette - Laura Legere: DEP To Review Proposal To Expand No-Drill Zones Around 
Homes, Schools, Streams  
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-- Inside Climate News - Jon Hurdle: PA Will Study Plan To Keep New Natural Gas Drilling 
Pads Farther From Homes, Schools, Hospitals  
 
Renewable Energy 
-- 265 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved By Rush Township In Centre County On Nearly 
2,000 Acres Of Abandoned Mine Land  [PaEN] 
-- Centre Daily Times: 265 MW Black Moshannon Solar Energy Facility On Abandoned Mine 
Land Takes Next Step In Centre County  
-- Williamsport Sun: Bat Expert Says Muncy Solar Array Could Confuse Bats Into Thinking 
Solid Panels Are Water  [FYI: Bats Don’t Like Water] 
-- Altoona Mirror: 342 MW Solar Energy Facility Approved In City Of Altoona, Blair County 
[PDF of Article] 
-- WHYY - Sophia Schmidt: Philadelphia Signs Agreement To Buy Electricity From Clearfield 
County Solar Energy Facility To Stabilize Energy Costs  
-- Tribune-Democrat: Superloads Of Windmill Blades For Highland North Wind Farm To Move 
Through Blair, Cambria Counties Tuesday, Wednesday  
-- The Center Square Analysis: Demise Of RGGI Carbon Pollution Reduction Program ‘Worth 
The Wait’ For PA Taxpayers In Late State Budget [RGGI Never Implemented] 
-- Penn State Extension Energy Essentials: Guide To Extension Energy Team; Upcoming 
Learning Opportunities; Biogas; Home Heating Assistance Opens 
-- Reuters: US EIA: US Power Use To Reach Record Highs In 2025, 2026: Natural Gas 
Generation Slides 2%; Renewables Increase 2%; Nuclear Drops 1%; Coal Same  
-- Utility Dive: New York Power Authority Adopts 5.5 GW Renewable Power Plan, Despite The 
President’s Efforts To Block Renewable Generation From Coming To The Grid  
-- Post-Gazette: President’s Ban On Wind Energy Projects Rule Illegal By Federal Court [We 
Need Every Electron We Can Get] 
-- Inquirer: Atlantic City Wind Farm, Once Opposed, Has Saved $8.8 Million Over Last 2 
Decades 
-- Reuters: Big Tech Shifts To ‘All Of The Above’ A.I. Power Strategy [Still Prioritizing 
Renewables Over Fossil Fuels] 
-- Financial Times: Inside The Failed Green Revolutions At BP And Shell After Dramatically 
Scaling Back Plans 
 
Susquehanna River 
-- Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Water Conditions Trigger Water Withdrawal Restrictions 
On 40 Shale Gas Water Withdrawal Points; 17 Shale Gas Withdrawals Blocked By Ice 
Conditions  [PaEN]  
 
Sustainability 
-- Pennsylvania Turnpike Earns Fourth Consecutive Perfect Score From PA GreenGov Council  
[PaEN]   
-- PA Capital-Star: USDA Will Spend $700 Million To Support Regenerative Agriculture As Part 
Of Make America Healthy Again 
 
Water Quality 
-- DEP Awards $17.7 Million To Support 222 County Water Quality Cleanup Projects In 
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Chesapeake Bay Watershed  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Releases Draft 2026 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring, Assessment Report For 
Comment; Touts Cleaning Up 67 Miles Of Streams 7,105 Acres Of Lakes Since 2024  [PaEN]  
 
Watershed Protection 
-- DEP Awards $17.7 Million To Support 222 County Water Quality Cleanup Projects In 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed  [PaEN] 
-- DEP Releases Draft 2026 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring, Assessment Report For 
Comment; Touts Cleaning Up 67 Miles Of Streams 7,105 Acres Of Lakes Since 2024  [PaEN]  
-- Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Awards $265,000 In Grants To Support 16 Local 
Watershed Restoration, Conservation Projects  [PaEN] 
-- ARIPPA, Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation Award Lackawanna River 
Conservation Association Mini-Grant; Next Round Opens Jan. 1  [PaEN]  
-- Watershed Profile: Aultmans Run Watershed - From Orange Streams To Green Dreams, 
Healing An Abandoned Mine-Scarred Watershed In Indiana County  [PaEN] 
-- Stroud Water Research Center Fall Salt Snapshot Found Most Streams Still Exceeded Chloride 
Standards Months After Last Road Salt Was Applied  [PaEN] 
-- Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Water Conditions Trigger Water Withdrawal Restrictions 
On 40 Shale Gas Water Withdrawal Points; 17 Shale Gas Withdrawals Blocked By Ice 
Conditions  [PaEN]  
-- Forests For The Chesapeake Bay News: Wooly Caterpillar Weather Forecasts; Eastern 
Hemlocks; Phenological Fun! 
-- Chesapeake Bay Journal: PennDOT Plan For Rt. 322 In Centre County Draws Fire From 
Environmentalists, Farmers 
-- The Allegheny Front: Penn State Student Documentary ‘Rethinking Rt. 322’ Explores Ways 
To Minimize Construction Impacts 
-- Chesapeake Bay Foundation: Persistent Chesapeake Bay Dead Zone Underscores Pollution 
Problem  
-- Interns Wanted: Pennsylvania Sea Grant Seeks Summer Undergraduate Interns  [PaEN] 
Latest From The Chesapeake Bay Journal 
Click Here to subscribe to the free Chesapeake Bay Journal 
 
Wildlife 
-- DCNR Invests Nearly $530,000 To Support 15 Projects To Protect Pennsylvania’s Native 
Biodiversity Across the Commonwealth  [PaEN]  
-- Middle Susquehanna RiverKeeper Blog: Local Experts Share Concerns Over Weighing 
‘Economic Impact,’ Other Changes To Federal Endangered Species Act; Comments Due Dec. 22  
--  The Allegheny Front - Reid Frazier: How President’s Rollbacks On Water And Species 
Protection Could Impact Pennsylvania  
-- Williamsport Sun: Bat Expert Says Muncy Solar Array Could Confuse Bats Into Thinking 
Solid Panels Are Water  [FYI: Bats Don’t Like Water] 
-- PennLive: Hawk Count At Scott’s Mountain Records 5,800+ Raptors 
-- December 18-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy Eagle Watch Volunteer Training, Zoom 
Option, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
-- Delaware Highlands Conservancy: Eagle Watch Bus Tours Start Jan. 3 
-- York Daily Record: Bald Eagles Return To Hanover Nest Livestream 
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https://www.bayjournal.com/news/growth_conservation/pennsylvania-highway-plan-draws-fire-from-environmentalists-farmers/article_07a49c6f-b7f6-4730-871f-2e837c82e9ec.html
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/growth_conservation/pennsylvania-highway-plan-draws-fire-from-environmentalists-farmers/article_07a49c6f-b7f6-4730-871f-2e837c82e9ec.html
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/penn-state-student-documentary-rethinking-322-alternatives-state-college-area-connector/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/penn-state-student-documentary-rethinking-322-alternatives-state-college-area-connector/
https://www.cbf.org/news/persistent-chesapeake-bay-dead-zone-underscores-pollution-problem/
https://www.cbf.org/news/persistent-chesapeake-bay-dead-zone-underscores-pollution-problem/
https://tinyurl.com/4pc8zhws
http://www.bayjournal.com/
https://www.bayjournal.com/site/forms/subscription_services/new_subscription/
https://tinyurl.com/36ynv86c
https://tinyurl.com/36ynv86c
https://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/local-experts-share-concerns-over-weighing-economic-impact-other-changes-to-endangered-species-act-public-comment-open-until-dec-22
https://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/local-experts-share-concerns-over-weighing-economic-impact-other-changes-to-endangered-species-act-public-comment-open-until-dec-22
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/endangered-species-clean-water-act-trump-rollbacks-pennsylvania/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/endangered-species-clean-water-act-trump-rollbacks-pennsylvania/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/12/specialist-muncy-solar-array-could-confuse-local-bats/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/12/specialist-muncy-solar-array-could-confuse-local-bats/
https://www.pennlive.com/outdoors/2025/12/hawk-migration-2025-pa-count-records-5800-raptors-nature-watch.html
https://delawarehighlands.org/events/eagle-watch-volunteer-training-zoom-option/
https://delawarehighlands.org/events/eagle-watch-volunteer-training-zoom-option/
https://delawarehighlands.org/events/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/12/08/hanover-pa-bald-eagle-nest-webcam-feed-sees-nest-renovations-begin/87669287007/?tbref=hp


-- TribLive: Avian Enthusiasts Prepare For Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
 
Opportunities 
-- Interns Wanted: Pennsylvania Sea Grant Seeks Summer Undergraduate Interns  [PaEN] 
 
Top 10 Headlines From Harrisburg Last Week ----------------------------------- 
 
Because In Politics Everything Is Connected To Everything Else-- 
 
-- Inquirer: PA’s Political Elite Return To New York’s Waldorf Astoria For Ritzy Pennsylvania 
Society Dinner In Its 127th Year 
 
-- Gov. Shapiro 
-- The Center Square: Gov. Shapiro, Utah Governor Joined Journalist Savannah Guthrie For 
Discussion Of Intense Polarization And Political Violence At National Cathedral 
-- PennLive - John Baer: Gov. Shapiro’s Big-Time Media Ride Was Impressive Despite Some 
Bumps 
-- WITF: PA Senate Republicans Subpoena Records For Security Upgrades At Gov. Shapiro’s 
Private Residence 
-- TribLive Editorial: Oversight Of Public Spending Starts With Receipts But Shouldn’t Stop 
There  [Shapiro Home Security Measures]  
-- AP: Federal Judge Orders FEMA To Restore Billions In Canceled Disaster Mitigation Funding 
[PA Included]  
 
-- Race For Governor 
-- Post-Gazette: Republican Attorney General Sunday Endorses Republican Stacy Garrity For 
Governor 
 
-- Budget 2026 
-- Williamsport Sun Editorial: Financial Cliff Looms For State Budget 
-- Post-Gazette: Allegheny County And Officials Elsewhere Want State To Pay For State Budget 
Impasse Costs 
-- Erie Times: When Feds Block PA Funding, Should State Bite Back And Withhold Funds?  
Democrats Say Yes  [PDF of Article] 
 
-- PA House/Senate 
-- Inquirer: PA Democrats Begin Efforts To Flip State Senate With Challenge To Sen. 
Pennycuick In Montgomery County 
-- WITF: PA Senate Republicans Subpoena Records For Security Upgrades At Gov. Shapiro’s 
Private Residence 
-- Erie Times: When Feds Block PA Funding, Should State Bite Back And Withhold Funds?  
Democrats Say Yes  [PDF of Article] 
-- The Center Square: PA House Republican Bill Would Mandate English Language Proficiency 
Test For All Drivers 
 
-- US Senate/House 

https://triblive.com/local/regional/avian-enthusiasts-prepare-for-annual-christmas-bird-count/
https://tinyurl.com/4pc8zhws
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-society-david-cohen-20251212.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-society-david-cohen-20251212.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/pennsylvania/article_d765c207-4b8f-44e9-9d9b-052e0be04484.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/pennsylvania/article_d765c207-4b8f-44e9-9d9b-052e0be04484.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/12/pa-gov-josh-shapiros-big-time-media-ride-was-impressive-despite-some-bumps-john-baer.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/12/pa-gov-josh-shapiros-big-time-media-ride-was-impressive-despite-some-bumps-john-baer.html
https://www.witf.org/2025/12/09/pa-senate-gop-subpoenas-records-for-security-upgrades-at-gov-shapiros-private-residence/
https://www.witf.org/2025/12/09/pa-senate-gop-subpoenas-records-for-security-upgrades-at-gov-shapiros-private-residence/
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-oversight-starts-with-receipts-but-shouldnt-stop-there/
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-oversight-starts-with-receipts-but-shouldnt-stop-there/
https://apnews.com/article/fema-bric-funding-disasters-trump-restore-50def95a599645b4fa3062c6547c6a3d
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2025/12/10/stacy-garrity-ag-dave-sunday-endorsement-governor/stories/202512100059
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2025/12/10/stacy-garrity-ag-dave-sunday-endorsement-governor/stories/202512100059
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2025/12/financial-cliff-looms-for-state/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2025/12/12/pennsylvania-budget-impasse-shapiro-allegheny/stories/202512110081
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2025/12/12/pennsylvania-budget-impasse-shapiro-allegheny/stories/202512110081
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/politics/state/2025/12/08/when-feds-block-funding-how-should-pa-respond/87624403007/?tbref=hp
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/politics/state/2025/12/08/when-feds-block-funding-how-should-pa-respond/87624403007/?tbref=hp
https://tinyurl.com/36svd27x
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/pennsylvania/chris-thomas-pennsylvania-state-senate-campaign-20251210.html?cx_testId=12&cx_testVariant=cx_1&cx_artPos=0&cx_experienceId=EXT5K6VEC2ZB&cx_experienceActionId=showRecommendationsO4T13TH1VN1Q11#cxrecs_s
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/pennsylvania/chris-thomas-pennsylvania-state-senate-campaign-20251210.html?cx_testId=12&cx_testVariant=cx_1&cx_artPos=0&cx_experienceId=EXT5K6VEC2ZB&cx_experienceActionId=showRecommendationsO4T13TH1VN1Q11#cxrecs_s
https://www.witf.org/2025/12/09/pa-senate-gop-subpoenas-records-for-security-upgrades-at-gov-shapiros-private-residence/
https://www.witf.org/2025/12/09/pa-senate-gop-subpoenas-records-for-security-upgrades-at-gov-shapiros-private-residence/
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/politics/state/2025/12/08/when-feds-block-funding-how-should-pa-respond/87624403007/?tbref=hp
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/politics/state/2025/12/08/when-feds-block-funding-how-should-pa-respond/87624403007/?tbref=hp
https://tinyurl.com/36svd27x
https://www.thecentersquare.com/pennsylvania/article_5dd5d8a0-33fc-420e-8844-1b95d7dcc28d.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/pennsylvania/article_5dd5d8a0-33fc-420e-8844-1b95d7dcc28d.html


-- Post-Gazette: Republican PA Con. Thompson Wants More Farmer Help After A Year Of 
President’s Tariffs 
-- Post-Gazette: PA Members Of Congress Traded Up To $58.8 Million In Stocks In 2025 As 
Congress Considers Stock Trading Ban  
 
-- Statewide Offices 
-- Post-Gazette: Republican Attorney General Sunday Endorses Republican Stacy Garrity For 
Governor 
 
-- 2025 Elections 
-- PA Capital-Star: PA Voter Turnout Topped 42% In November’s Election 
 
-- 2026 Elections 
-- AP: President Led Republicans To Power In 2024, But 2026 Could Be A Different Story 
 
-- Elections 
-- Beaver Times/PA Capital-Star: Pennsylvania Independent Voters File Lawsuit To End Closed 
Primaries 
 
-- National Elections 
 
 
 
-- Protesting The President 
-- Post-Gazette Editorial: Pettiness Is Not Governance [Changing Dr. Rachel Levine Portrait 
Name] 
-- Inquirer: Would PA Coal Miners Really Turn Down A ‘Beautiful, Magnificent’ Manhattan 
Penthouse, As President Claims?  We Asked Them  [Spoiler: ‘Sure As Hell Wouldn’t Turn A 
Penthouse Down’] 
-- Post-Gazette: Thousands Of Coal Miners Left In Danger By Critical Federal Enforcement 
Gaps: Toxic Levels Of Dust Can Remain Undetected For Days 
-- Observer-Reporter: Robena Coal Mine Disaster That Killed 37 In 1962 Remembered In 
Greene County [PDF of Article] 
 
-- PA Impacts Of President’s Tariffs 
-- Post-Gazette: Republican PA Con. Thompson Wants More Farmer Help After A Year Of 
President’s Tariffs 
-- TribLive: Local Farmers Skeptical About Impact Of President’s Farm Help Program To 
Compensate For Impact Of President’s Tariffs 
-- AP: President Giving Farmers $12 Billion In Aid To Compensate For Economic Harm Done 
To Farmers By The President’s Tariffs 
-- Wall Street Journal Editorial: President’s Latest Round Of Aid For US Farmers Hurt By His 
Global Trade Wars [Money Coming From Tariffs - ‘Now Watch, As The Left Hand Pays Off The 
Right’] 
-- AP: Shoppers Say ‘Tis The Season For Inflation, AP-NORC Poll Finds [President’s Tariffs, 
Grocery, Electricity Prices] 

https://www.post-gazette.com/business/pittsburgh-company-news/2025/12/12/glenn-thompson-farmers-aid-package/stories/202512110105
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/pittsburgh-company-news/2025/12/12/glenn-thompson-farmers-aid-package/stories/202512110105
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-local/2025/12/14/stock-trading-ban-congress-mccormick-bresnahan-fetterman-meuser/stories/202512120060
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-local/2025/12/14/stock-trading-ban-congress-mccormick-bresnahan-fetterman-meuser/stories/202512120060
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2025/12/10/stacy-garrity-ag-dave-sunday-endorsement-governor/stories/202512100059
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2025/12/10/stacy-garrity-ag-dave-sunday-endorsement-governor/stories/202512100059
https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/pa-voter-turnout-topped-42-in-novembers-municipal-election-dominated-by-supreme-court-race/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=How%20opioid%20windfall%20scrutiny%20changed%20in%202025&utm_campaign=PA%20Post%2012%2009%2025%20%28Copy%29
https://apnews.com/article/trump-republicans-midterms-election-2026-f22576b0524159295f2b889ae12a8f9f
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/state/2025/12/12/pa-independent-voters-lawsuit-closed-primaries/87717327007/
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/state/2025/12/12/pa-independent-voters-lawsuit-closed-primaries/87717327007/
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2025/12/10/rachel-levine-hhs-trump-transgender/stories/202512100018
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/pennsylvania/donald-trump-miners-career-lifestyle-20251211.html
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/pennsylvania/donald-trump-miners-career-lifestyle-20251211.html
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2025/12/14/coal-dust-silica-black-lung-msha/stories/202512140064
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2025/12/14/coal-dust-silica-black-lung-msha/stories/202512140064
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/dec/08/robena-mine-disaster-mourned/
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/dec/08/robena-mine-disaster-mourned/
https://tinyurl.com/nhfaaba7
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/pittsburgh-company-news/2025/12/12/glenn-thompson-farmers-aid-package/stories/202512110105
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/pittsburgh-company-news/2025/12/12/glenn-thompson-farmers-aid-package/stories/202512110105
https://triblive.com/local/regional/local-farmers-skeptical-about-impact-of-bridge-payments-on-bottom-line/
https://triblive.com/local/regional/local-farmers-skeptical-about-impact-of-bridge-payments-on-bottom-line/
https://apnews.com/article/trump-farmers-aid-07328f260d1ebf26c2bfde79b426230e
https://apnews.com/article/trump-farmers-aid-07328f260d1ebf26c2bfde79b426230e
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/donald-trump-tariffs-bailout-trade-wars-soybeans-china-24d0696f?mod=hp_opin_pos_4
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/donald-trump-tariffs-bailout-trade-wars-soybeans-china-24d0696f?mod=hp_opin_pos_4
https://apnews.com/article/poll-economy-inflation-groceries-costs-trump-affordability-d27635d279b27e5e2c19700c006ebb1d


 
 
-- PA Impacts Of President’s Policies 
-- TribLive: Expiring Federal Health Insurance Subsidies Prompt Thousands To Drop Insurance 
In PA [Republicans In Congress Have Not Acted To Extend Subsidies] 
-- PA Capital-Star: Congressional Health Insurance Tug-O-War Puts Pennsylvanians In A Lurch; 
Premiums Expected To Double Without Action  
-- WESA: Pennsylvania See Health Insurance Premium Rise As Congress Continues Debate 
Over Reauthorizing Subsidies To Lower Costs 
-- Post-Gazette: US Farmers Say President’s $12 Billion Bailout Won’t End Industry Slump 
[Caused By President’s Tariffs, Low Crop Prices] 
-- Beaver Times: Regional Organizations Prepare For More Federal Food Stamp Benefits Losses, 
Holidays 
-- WITF: Lancaster County Officials, Advocates Still Uncertain Amid President’s 
Administration Changes In Homelessness Policies, Funding 
-- AP: Federal Judge Orders FEMA To Restore Billions In Canceled Disaster Mitigation Funding 
[PA Included]  
-- Wall Street Journal: Fed Chair Jerome Powell Says US May Be Drastically Overstating Jobs 
Numbers: May Be Losing 20,000 Jobs A Month  
 
-- New Federal Administration 
-- AP: President’s Speech On Combating Inflation Turns To Grievances About Immigrants From 
‘Filthy’ Countries 
-- Inquirer: President Calls Affordability A ‘Hoax’ And PA A ‘Dumping Ground’ For 
Immigrants 
-- Morning Call: President Savages Rivals, Touts Economic Record At Packed Mount Airy 
Casino Rally 
-- The Center Square: President Beings Down-Ballot Rallying In Pennsylvania 
-- Post-Gazette: President Touts Economy In Poconos As Democrats Apply Pressure On 
Affordability, Health Care 
-- Beaver Times: Presidents Slams ‘Stupid People’ Critical Of Him, Defends Economic Record 
In PA Rally 
-- Inquirer Editorial: President Can No Longer Disguise The Bigotry Behind His Immigration 
Policies 
-- Beaver Times: Fmr. Gov. Wolf, PA Democrats Slam Federal HHS ‘Deadname’ Of Dr. Rachel 
Levine Portrait 
 
-- Federal Government 
 
 
-- PA’s Role In Assault On US Capitol 
 
 
-- Miscellaneous State/Harrisburg Politics 
-- York Dispatch Editorial: Our Elected Officials Must Stop Hiding From The People They 
Represent 

https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/expiring-obamacare-subsidies-prompt-thousands-to-drop-pennie-health-insurance/
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/expiring-obamacare-subsidies-prompt-thousands-to-drop-pennie-health-insurance/
https://penncapital-star.com/health/congressional-health-insurance-tug-o-war-puts-pennsylvanians-in-a-lurch/
https://penncapital-star.com/health/congressional-health-insurance-tug-o-war-puts-pennsylvanians-in-a-lurch/
https://www.wesa.fm/health-science-tech/2025-12-09/pennsylvania-premiums-rise-affordable-care-act-subsidies-debate
https://www.wesa.fm/health-science-tech/2025-12-09/pennsylvania-premiums-rise-affordable-care-act-subsidies-debate
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/2025/12/09/us-farmers-trump-12-billion-farming-bailout/stories/202512090075
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2025/12/09/regional-organizations-prepare-for-more-snap-benefit-losses-holidays-pittsburgh-pa/87670509007/?tbref=hp
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2025/12/09/regional-organizations-prepare-for-more-snap-benefit-losses-holidays-pittsburgh-pa/87670509007/?tbref=hp
https://www.witf.org/2025/12/11/lancaster-county-officials-advocates-still-uncertain-after-trumps-reversal-on-homelessness-funding/
https://www.witf.org/2025/12/11/lancaster-county-officials-advocates-still-uncertain-after-trumps-reversal-on-homelessness-funding/
https://apnews.com/article/fema-bric-funding-disasters-trump-restore-50def95a599645b4fa3062c6547c6a3d
https://www.wsj.com/economy/jobs/fed-chair-jerome-powell-says-u-s-may-be-drastically-overstating-jobs-numbers-741c635d?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqfMjfYYGDjmht6fa69iqooakdT91LD37QQsbjYmIAmuAFP75r008VDCTprGaeg%3D&gaa_ts=693abb73&gaa_sig=fw6pYB2cZdSrWiBiMgX3a-RIQnQutbz-cXD9O8v98igWqg4RawUm5J2W5CQcZfHwttAUDWYhd_f7ABr-x5lcRQ%3D%3D
https://www.wsj.com/economy/jobs/fed-chair-jerome-powell-says-u-s-may-be-drastically-overstating-jobs-numbers-741c635d?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqfMjfYYGDjmht6fa69iqooakdT91LD37QQsbjYmIAmuAFP75r008VDCTprGaeg%3D&gaa_ts=693abb73&gaa_sig=fw6pYB2cZdSrWiBiMgX3a-RIQnQutbz-cXD9O8v98igWqg4RawUm5J2W5CQcZfHwttAUDWYhd_f7ABr-x5lcRQ%3D%3D
https://apnews.com/article/trump-affordability-pennsylvania-speech-6a7884b814f448ab6b17b9d924a356ba
https://apnews.com/article/trump-affordability-pennsylvania-speech-6a7884b814f448ab6b17b9d924a356ba
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/donald-trump-affordability-mount-airy-casino-mount-pocono-20251209.html
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/donald-trump-affordability-mount-airy-casino-mount-pocono-20251209.html
https://www.mcall.com/2025/12/09/trump-savages-rivals-touts-economic-record-at-packed-nepa-rally/
https://www.mcall.com/2025/12/09/trump-savages-rivals-touts-economic-record-at-packed-nepa-rally/
https://www.thecentersquare.com/pennsylvania/article_4a463bee-c5d4-4e8d-b84c-bfb60923c79c.html
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2025/12/09/trump-mount-pocono-economy-pennsylvania/stories/202512090096
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2025/12/09/trump-mount-pocono-economy-pennsylvania/stories/202512090096
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/politics/2025/12/09/trump-economy-defense-restarts-rallies/87692787007/
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/politics/2025/12/09/trump-economy-defense-restarts-rallies/87692787007/
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/editorials/immigrants-legal-somali-trump-garbage-racial-citizenship-20251209.html
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/editorials/immigrants-legal-somali-trump-garbage-racial-citizenship-20251209.html
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/politics/2025/12/10/rachel-levine-deadnamed-hhs-portrait-trump-administration/87686930007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z117953d00----v117953d--79--b--79--&gca-ft=284&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/politics/2025/12/10/rachel-levine-deadnamed-hhs-portrait-trump-administration/87686930007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z117953d00----v117953d--79--b--79--&gca-ft=284&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/editorials/2025/12/10/our-elected-officials-must-stop-hiding-from-the-people-they-represent/87673245007/
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/editorials/2025/12/10/our-elected-officials-must-stop-hiding-from-the-people-they-represent/87673245007/


 
-- A.I. /Data Centers 
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- Morning Call - Elizabeth Deornellas: How A.I. Data Centers Are Driving Up The Cost Of 
Electricity And What Grid Operators Can Do [PDF of Article] 
-- PUC: Most PA Electric Utility Consumers To See 3.7% To 10.6% Increase In Electricity 
Prices During The Next 3 Months Starting Dec. 1  [PaEN]  
-- Scranton Times - Chris Kelly Opinion: PPL Proposed 7% Rate Hike A.I. Data Center Driven  
[PDF of Article]  
-- Scranton Times: Customer, Elected Officials Blast Proposed PPL Rate Increase, Concerns 
About Ratepayers Footing The Bill For A.I. Data Centers   [PDF of Article]  
-- Morning Call: Lehigh Valley Residents Warn Of Affordability Crisis, Ask PUC To Reject 
PPL’s Proposed 7% Rate Increase  
-- PaGasSwitch.com: Natural Gas Costs Increased From 9.26% to 57.5% Over The Last Year For 
Natural Gas Utility Customers Not Shopping For A Fuel Supplier  [PaEN]  
-- Scranton Times: A.I. Data Center Developer Tied To Projects In Archbald, Blakely Proposes 
Projects In Dickson City; 54 Data Center Buildings Now Proposed Across Archbald, Dickson 
City, Jessup In Lackawanna County [PDF of Article]  
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Environmental Quality Board Votes To Accept Petition To Study An Increase In Setback 
Safety Zones From Shale Gas Wells; And 3 Petitions From Oil & Gas Industry To Change Other 
Requirements  [PaEN]  
-- Wall Street Journal: The Political Skirmish Over President’s A.I. Order Is Just Beginning The 
Populist Opposition Against Technology That Holds The Promise Of Eliminating Lots Of Jobs 
[PDF of Article]   
 
-- International/National Impacts On PA Natural Gas 
-- AAA Average Gasoline Prices:  National- $2.91  Ohio- $2.83  PA- $3.16 
-- Baker Hughes: PA Natural Gas Drilling Rigs - 18 - Same As Last 3 Weeks 
-- PaGasSwitch.com: Natural Gas Costs Increased From 9.26% to 57.5% Over The Last Year For 
Natural Gas Utility Customers Not Shopping For A Fuel Supplier  [PaEN]  
-- Morning Call - Elizabeth Deornellas: How A.I. Data Centers Are Driving Up The Cost Of 
Electricity And What Grid Operators Can Do [PDF of Article] 
-- PUC Highlights Ways Natural Gas Customers Can Manage Winter Energy Use, Costs, Explore 
Energy Affordability Options  [PaEN]  
-- PUC Publishes Updates To Low-Income Natural Gas, Electric Utility Usage Reduction 
Program Regulations  [PaEN] 
-- Post-Gazette - Anya Litvak: PUC Approves Columbia Gas Rate Increase - 13th Since 2008 
-- Independent Fiscal Office: 2025 Act 13 Shale Gas Impact Fee Revenue Estimate $239.9 
Million, Up $75.3 Million From Last Year  [PaEN]  
-- YaleEnvironment360:  Pennsylvania Faces A New Natural Gas Fracking Boom With Soaring 
Energy Demands Needed To Feed A.I. Data Centers  [PaEN]  
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-- Capitol Wire: Natural Gas Fracking Activity In Pennsylvania Surges As Power Demand From 
A.I. Data Centers Increases  
-- Sen. Yaw Bill To Subsidize Building Only Natural Gas Power Plants To Help Meet The 
Energy Demands Of A.I. Data Centers; Continues ‘One Of The Above’ Energy Policy  [PaEN] 
-- In Case You Missed It: A.I./Data Center Articles - NewClips From Last Week - December 15  
[PaEN]  
-- DEP Invites Comments On Water Quality Permit Approvals For Eastern Gas Transmission & 
Storage Appalachian Reliability Pipeline Project In Armstrong, Greene, Westmoreland Counties  
[PaEN]  
-- PJM Interconnection Issues Cold Weather Alert For Dec. 13 In Illinois, And Dec. 14, 15 In Its 
Western Region, Including Duquesne Light, Penn Power, West Penn Power  [PaEN] 
-- Reuters: US House Passes Bill To Fast-Track Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting 
-- KYW: NJ Governor Declares Emergency Over Propane Shortage Due To Nov. 21 Power 
Outage At Marcus Hook Refinery In Delaware County 
-- Bloomberg: EU Offers Easier Path For US LNG Gas Exporters To Meet Methane Rules 
-- Reuters: US EIA: US Power Use To Reach Record Highs In 2025, 2026: Natural Gas 
Generation Slides 2%; Renewables Increase 2%; Nuclear Drops 1%; Coal Same  
 
-- Flooding 
-- Pottstown Mercury: Perkiomen Creek Mapping And Flood Mitigation Plan Completed 
 
-- Clairton Coke [Coal] Works Explosion 
 
 
-- Gas Explosions 
-- TribLive: Some Defendants In Plum Boro Fatal Natural Gas Explosion Case Ask Judge To 
Dismiss Negligence Claims  
 
-- Train Derailments 
-- WFMJ: Norfolk Southern Reports Restoration Complete At Ohio Train Derailment Site 
 
 
-- Education 
 
 
-- Health Care 
-- TribLive: Expiring Federal Health Insurance Subsidies Prompt Thousands To Drop Insurance 
In PA [Republicans In Congress Have Not Acted To Extend Subsidies] 
-- PA Capital-Star: Congressional Health Insurance Tug-O-War Puts Pennsylvanians In A Lurch; 
Premiums Expected To Double Without Action  
-- WESA: Pennsylvania See Health Insurance Premium Rise As Congress Continues Debate 
Over Reauthorizing Subsidies To Lower Costs 
-- Spotlight PA: Opioid Settlement Spending Faces Growing Scrutiny As PA Awaits Millions 
More 
-- Spotlight PA: New Documentary Reveals Faults In PA’s System To Protect Older Adults From 
Abuse, Neglect 
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-- Beaver Times: Fmr. Gov. Wolf, PA Democrats Slam Federal HHS ‘Deadname’ Of Dr. Rachel 
Levine Portrait 
 
-- Law Enforcement 
-- Spotlight PA: New Documentary Reveals Faults In PA’s System To Protect Older Adults From 
Abuse, Neglect 
-- WESA: Commonwealth Court Judge Questions A.I. ‘Hallucinations’ In Plaintiff's Brief 
Challenging PA Human Relations Commission Protections Of Transgender Students Involving 
Beaver County School District, 2 PA House Members  
-- The Center Square: Judicial Tort Reform Advocates Single Out Philadelphia 
-- TribLive: Springdale Police Quietly Ink Deal With Federal ICE Without Public Vote, Notice 
 
-- The Economy 
-- Dept. Of Labor & Industry Reports September PA Unemployment 4.1%, Up 0.1% From 
August 
-- Wall Street Journal: Fed Chair Jerome Powell Says US May Be Drastically Overstating Jobs 
Numbers: May Be Losing 20,000 Jobs A Month  
 
-- Other 
-- TribLive: Sports Betting Websites To Require Valid ID In PA 
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