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As that scene played out, the phone rang. Once. Twice. Three times. 
And then suddenly it stopped. Seconds later, after the voicemail 
greeting played without announcement, the following message was 
left, by he on who the two women waited.  
 
“Honey, look … I…. I just got a call. I’m not gonna be able to…” The 
voice on the other end of the phone gave way to a long, dejected sigh. 
“... I just can’t come home. Not yet…. They need me back. I know how 
much you and mama miss me. How much you both wanted to have 
me there. Hell, it even got you two into the same house for the first 
time in years. I hope you two worked things out. God knows I need 
you both on my side. Either way, I’m just so sorry, baby. Tell mama I 
love her. And I swear I’ll make it back soon, ok?. Alright. Love you, 
sweetie. Bye….”  


