THE ARTIST

Maria Elena Famor
Geoje Island, South Korea

* A native of Cebu, Philippines and has been working in Korea for 27 years



Naturalized Korean citizen

a Registered Nurse, graduated with a bachelor’s degree in nursing, Manila
Central University in Philippines, 1995

A Registered & Certified Eco-Artist by the Korea Artist Welfare Foundation
Dream

A Certified Singer by Korean Popular Music Association

Environmentalist, Youth Environmental Mentor

English Language, Eco-Art Teacher

Ministerial Awardee by the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries, August 26" 2025

Winner of International Ocean Film Festival - Featuring MARIA, the Eco-Artist in
"Trash to Treasure" Documentary, held in Busan City, South Korea - 2023

Program Creator and Facilitator of Maria’s English Eco- Art Workshop Program,
since 2021

Organizer of Eco-Art Workshops to International and Korean Schools as well as
local communities, private groups and orphanage since 2021

Host of “Eco-Talk w/ MARIA”- one of Maria’s Eco- Art Program featuring
Children’s interview on environmental problems and how they can be a part of
the solutions

Designer & Creator of Maria’s Eco-Art Souvenirs — Eco gems and accessories,
beach glass cards, pebble art frames

Featured as an Eco-Artist on a Korean Provincial News Platform- October 2023

Featured as an Eco-Artist in a local city magazine " Geoje News" Magazine,
August 2023

Grand Prize Winner- National Land Ocean and Environment, International
Culture and Art Competition, August 26™ 2025, Seoul City

Featured as Korea's Representative in WP-The Washington Post Newspaper,
USA for the WP Creative Group Project with 3M company environmental
campaign, May 2023

Featured as an Eco-Artist/ Outreach Program organizer on Philippine News -Net
25 RADYO AGILA , February & April 2023

Featured as an Eco-Artist in Korea by MBC Gyeongnam TV Broadcasting
Company, April, 2022

20 Solo Exhibitions and several workshops of Maria’s Eco Art ( Geoje City, Jinju
City, Gimhae City, Busan City, Ulsan City, Namhae Island) since 2020

Invited Artist for Paris France Special Exhibition at Galerie Thullier organized by
Korean Painting Association, December 2" — 8" 2022

Member of Korean Painting Association
Community Leader/Volunter of Filipino Community since 2007



* Volunteer of Geoje Island Beaches Clean-up

Entrepreneur/Owner MARIA'S ART ROCK & GRILL ( Okpodong, Geoje) — where all
eco artwork are displayed to raise creativity through sustainable materials and raise
environmental awareness. A venue for ‘ Eat , Sip, Chat & Create’ —an eco-art workshop
for everyone interested to experience creativity cultural, language, creativity and
environmental awareness activity.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Maria Elena Famor, originally from Cebu, Philippines, has been living in Korea for 27 years and became a
naturalized Korean citizen. She is a certified eco-artist, a passionate band singer, a teacher by vocation,
and a registered nurse by education. Based on Geoje Island, Maria has worked gradually and
passionately to bring environmental awareness to various cities across Korea, especially in Geoje. She
organizes private eco-art workshops for local communities, local and international schools, and presents
both group and solo exhibitions at community events and festivals. Maria has exhibited her artwork
internationally and has conducted numerous eco-outreach activities both locally and abroad.

She works with various art mediums, including drawing, acrylic painting, mixed media, assemblage,
collage, steampunk, and nature art. Maria uses eco-friendly and recyclable materials such as plastics,
paper, Styrofoam, cardboard, electronic waste, tin, metal scraps, found objects from beaches and
elsewhere, as well as natural materials like stones, leaves, flowers, and twigs as the main components of
her eco-artworks.

Her eco-art documentary was featured in local and international media in 2021 and she has also been
highlighted several times by local and international TV news broadcasters in 2022. Maria runs her own
program, Maria’s Eco-Art, which provides eco-art workshops to schools, private institutes, groups, and
individuals.

Maria’s ultimate mission is to promote environmental advocacy worldwide, raise public environmental
awareness through her remarkable eco-artwork, and educate today’s children to cultivate a more
environmentally conscious generation—nurturing responsible individuals and potential future leaders of
society.



“Earth loves care, show you dare! (3"

HIGHLIGHT

Maria’s eco-art goal is to raise and instill awareness of pressing environmental issues among people
around the world. She begins within her own communities, focusing especially on educating youth.
While this may not create immediate, large-scale change, Maria believes it can significantly influence
people’s thinking and actions, helping young people develop a sense of socio-environmental
responsibility, creativity, resourcefulness, leadership, and advocacy to protect the environment for future
generations.

Maria is deeply fascinated by how individuals express themselves and connect within today's modern
societies and lifestyles. As an eco-artist, her work is a reflection of her personal, cultural, socio-political,
and environmental experiences. She incorporates every discarded piece she finds—whether trash or
unused material —into her artwork, transforming them into meaningful, sustainable pieces rather than
letting them become pollutants.

Maria says, “The moment | see a piece of trash while walking on the street—whether it’s plastic or a
metal object—my mind fills with creative ideas for using these discarded objects. This inspires me to
hurry home and start mounting these finds on a canvas, eager to create another magical work of art.”

THE ARTIST



Maria Elena Famor
Geoje Island, South Korea
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MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“THE MASK OF HAPPINESS ”, 2020
Size 91cm x 65 cm



Made from from plastic toys of tiny lego blocks, beads, synthetic pearls, buttons, glitters, acrylic paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

“The Mask Behind Happiness”

Behind the Smile is an exploration of the hidden struggles that many endure while presenting a cheerful facade to
the world. This work delves into the phenomenon often described as “smiling depression” or “high-functioning
depression” —a complex experience where individuals appear outwardly happy and composed, yet silently bear
profound sadness and emotional turmoil beneath the surface.

Through layered imagery and symbolic contrasts, this piece invites viewers to consider what remains unspoken or
unseen in the people around us. The bright, joyful exterior is interwoven with subtle hints of darkness, suggesting
the inner pain that can be masked by a simple smile. It is a reminder that appearances can be deceiving, and that
compassion and understanding are essential, even for those who seem the happiest.

Ultimately, Behind the Smile is not only about struggle, but also about resilience—the quiet strength it takes to face
each day, and the hope that breaking the silence can open doors to healing.
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MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“THE LOOP OF WASTE ”, 2022



Made from plastic beach trash, personally picked up at Deokpo and Heungnam Beaches, Geoje Island, South Korea
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

“The Loop of Waste”

Collected by my own hands from the shifting tide lines, the ocean’s plastic debris becomes the substance and story
of this piece. Arranged as a circular form—echoing the endless cycles of consumption, carelessness, and
consequence—| placed a single discarded glove at its heart. Around it spiral countless fragments of colorful
microplastics, each one broken down by sun and salt, each a silent witness to our ongoing neglect.

The glove, once a symbol of human touch and protection, now sits at the center as a warning: our impact is never
distant from ourselves. These plastics, abandoned on beaches and transformed by the sea, fragment into smaller
and smaller pieces, entering the marine ecosystem and, inevitably, finding their way back to us.

This work is both invitation and plea—to reflect not just on what we cast away, but on what ultimately returns. It
calls on each of us to take responsibility for our consumption, to remember that every piece of waste has a journey,
and that ocean’s suffering will, in time, become our own.
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MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“BEAUTY BEYOND THE MIRROR”, 2021
Made from Plastic bottle caps, spray paint, acrylic paint and glitters
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



“Beauty Beyond the Mirror’

In this evocative artwork, an Afro woman stands as both the subject and the symbol of resilience and beauty. Her
hair, masterfully adorned with floral designs crafted from vibrant plastic bottle caps, defies conventional notions of
allure. These recycled materials, once discarded and unvalued, now frame her face in a radiant crown—a statement
that beauty isn't defined by rarity or tradition but by transformation and creativity.

Her gaze is proud, confronting a world that too often judges by skin tone and hair texture, trapping individuals within
narrow standards. Yet, the intricate, colorful blossoms in her hair reject this shallow perspective. They remind the
viewer that beauty is not anchored in the surface—color, ethnicity, or outward appearance—but in the strength,
individuality, and warmth that people carry within.

The fusion of upcycled materials and natural elegance tells a story of overcoming. Each flower, each color, is both a
celebration of diversity and a protest against exclusion. This Afro woman’s presence radiates the truth: authentic
beauty blooms brightest when it springs from courage, identity, and self-love, transforming the ordinary into the
extraordinary.
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MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“ AN EPITOME OF A TRUE LEADER”, 2022

Made from electronic waste, used ballpens, pencils, crayons,,
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



“The Epitome of a Great Leader”

Forged from discarded ballpens, tangled wires, and the intricate veins of a circuit board, this sculpture portrays Volodymyr
Zelensky, the resilient leader of Ukraine. Each material, carefully chosen, carries its own symbolism, together weaving a portrait of
inspiring leadership.

The ballpens—once tools for writing stories and signing decrees—stand for the power of words, diplomacy, and the written
commitment to a nation’s ideals. Wires, once conduits of energy and connection, now represent the vital threads of unity binding
people together, even when tensions threaten to tear them apart. The circuit board, the brain of forgotten machines, becomes the
symbol of intelligence, quick decision-making, and adaptive strategy in moments when the path forward is uncertain.

Zelensky emerges from these remnants not just as a physical form but as a mosaic of character and conviction. His figure, shaped
from what the world once discarded, reminds us that true greatness is not born from conventional strength alone but from the
ability to transform hardship into hope.

Titled "The Epitome of a Great Leader," this work pays tribute to Zelensky’s unwavering courage and his refusal to abandon his
country and people amid oppression. In the heart of conflict, he remained —a leader standing tall, inspiring resilience and unity.
Through this assemblage, every pen, every wire, every circuit sings the story of leadership: greatness forged from humble
beginnings, from voices joined, and from lives deeply connected.
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MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“ TECHNO-WOMB: THE GENESIS OF TOMORROW”, 2022
Made from electronic waste, acrylic paint

MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



“Techno-Womb: The Genesis of Tomorrow”

Suspended within the boundaries of our fragile planet, a fetus takes form—not flesh and blood, but an intricate lattice of e-waste,
wires, circuit boards, and the silent stories of obsolete phones. This vision is the threshold of the next epoch, where humanity’s
future is conceived not by nature’s hand alone, but in the shadow of our inventions.

Each salvaged component is more than material; it is a prophecy. Wires and circuits, once humming with purpose, now entwine the
fate of generations, signaling an era where intelligence and existence may be crafted instead of born. The world—or womb—has
become a cradle of paradox: nurturing potential yet burdened by the toxic legacy of our technological hunger.

Technology’s promise gleams in every microchip and pixel, offering leaps beyond imagination. Yet, as birth rates decline and the
pace of innovation blurs the line between organic and artificial, a question glows at the core: Are we shaping a future where hope is
engineered, and humanity manufactured alongside machines? In this new dawn, the birth of a child might emerge from the
circuitry—a testament to ingenuity or a warning of what we may lose.

This artwork is a visionary meditation on the age that lies ahead. It foresees a world where the miracle of life and the marvel of
invention are inseparable, and where the challenge will be not only to invent, but to preserve what is fundamentally human. Earth,
transformed both womb and workshop, implores us to choose—do we bequeath a legacy of endless renewal, or entrap emerging
life in an entanglement of waste?

Within this techno-womb, the silhouette of tomorrow pulses: fragile, extraordinary, and waiting for our answer.
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MARIA ELENA “ FHAM” FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“ There’s No Planet B, *, 2022

Size 65cmX 91 cm

Made from rubber toys, shredded plastics, coffee mix packaging and
artificial flower ornaments

MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“SELF REFLECTION *, 2020

Size 91cm x 65¢cm

Made from broken glasses, used earrings, used paper, spray paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Goeje City

“NATURAL AROMA *, 2020

Size 91cm x 61cm

Made from expired coffee beans, accessories , acrylic paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION
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MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“ AN EPITOME OF A TRUE LEADER®, 2022

Made from electronic waste, used ballpens, pencils, crayons,,
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“WHOLE AGAIN”, 2020

Size 53cm x 65 cm

Made from metal-found objects, spray paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“ALL LIVES MATTER”"/ “PEACE ON EARTH", 2020
Made from old accessories, acrylic paint

MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“CONSUMED?”, 2022

Made from plastic beach trash, personally picked up at Deokpo and
Heungnam Beaches

MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“ AFRO-BEAUTY?”, 2021

Made from Plastic bottle caps, spray paint, acrylic paint and glitters
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“UNWANTED GLUTTONY, 2020

Made from electronic waste, plastic beach trash , acrylic paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“TECHNO WOMB: THE GENESIS OF TOMORROW?”, 2022
Made from electronic waste, acrylic paint

MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“ COMPLEXED MIND”, 2020

Size 91cm x 65¢cm

Made from expired medicines, plastic, old wig, acrylic paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR
ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974
Geoje City

“WIRED SOUL”, 2022
Size 91cm x 65cm



Made from electronic waste, old magazine, plastic snack-packaging
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“STAGES OF LIFE EXPERIENCE *, 2020
Size 91cm x 65¢cm

Made from old accessories, acrylic paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Goeje City

“ SHINING BEAUTY”, 2020



Size 117cm x 91cm

Made from old cds, expired pasta, used sparkly pencil case,
acrylic paint

MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR
ARTIST
Filipino/ Korean, 1974



Geoje Island

“SCREWED MONALISA®, 2020

Size 91cm x 65¢cm

Made from metal screws- found objects
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION




MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

“ENSLAVED”, 2020

Size 117cm x 91 cm

Made from electronic waste, acrylic paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“BEAST IS EVERYWHERE?”, 2020



Size 65cm x 91 cm
Made from electronic waste, acrylic paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974Geoje City
“THE MASK OF HAPPINESS”, 2020



Size 91cm x 65 cm

Made from from plastic toys of tiny lego blocks, beads, synthetic pearls,
buttons, glitters, acrylic paint

MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR
ARTIST
Filipino/ Korean, 1974



“SCREWED BEAUTY ”, 2022

Size 91cm x 65cm

Made from metal screws- found objects
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

T
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MARIA ELENA FAMOR
Filipino/ Korean, 1974
Geoje City



“ CHAIN HORSE”, 2020

Size 91cm x 61 cm

Made from metal- found object, chains from old bag , accessories,
spray paint

MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR
ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974
Geoje City



“ BEAUTIFUL DISGUISE”, 2021
Made from electronic waste, used bags, spray paint
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION
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MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“RACING WITH TIME”, 2021
Made from old magazines
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION
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MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City“ RACING WITH TIME”, 2021



Made from old magazines
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974
“LEGENDARY INNOVATOR™, 2020



Made from electronic waste,
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR
ARTIST
Filipino/ Korean, 1974



“TAMABLE TIGRESS W/ FIERCE FANGS”, 2021
Made of paper from old magazines and old Korean books
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“VANITY?, 2020

Size 80cm x 117cm

Made from electronic waste, leathers from used bags, perfume bottle caps
and metallic designs from bags, spray paint

MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION



MARIA ELENA FAMOR

ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974

Geoje City

“ SEA HORSE”, 2020



Size 60cm x 32 cm
Made from metal-found objects, wood
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION

MARIA ELENA FAMOR
ARTIST

Filipino/ Korean, 1974
Geoje City



“3D THERE IS NO PLANET B ”, 2023
Size 120cm x 70 cm

Made from plastics, plastic toys, paper, bamboo sticks, old rope,,
MARIA'S ECO-ART COLLECTION






15t National Land, Ocean and Environment, International
Culture Art Competition



ISTH NATIONAL LAND, MARINE ENVIRONMENT, INTERNATIONAL CULTURE AND ARTS EXHIBITION

"EARTH NEEDS LOVE, SHOW YOU CARE"

2025 AUGUST 19 (TUE] - AUGUST 30 (SAT)
SEDUL HANJEON ART CENTER [KEPCO), SHANJEON GALLERY 1ST & 2ZND FLR

MARIA ELENA FAMOR
ECO ARTIST

- a naturalized Korean citizen from Cebu Philippines
- English Teacher, Eco-Artist. Environmentalist

S B o 4 - Eco-Art Workshops/Outreach Program Organizer

grear S fl - Band Vocalist. Event Organizer

i ' - Community Leader/ Volunteer/Adviser
¥ . { Filipino Migrant Workers & Married immigrants
...,,r;.-,_q.;:‘-,ﬁﬁg - Language Interpreter/ Entrpreneur

“UNWANTED GLUTTONY

- Mursel Philippines), Teacher & Artist by Profession

This painstaking art peece fealures a deep-sea angler fish. formed and crealed from discarded electronics and beach plastic debwis | coming out
desgorately to the surface and vomiting a torrent of microplastics. This unsetiiing scene exposes how ocoan pollution-—drivan by hurmanity'’s caneless
consumptbion—has even pervaded the remole | darkes! and secret depths of owr seas. The once-mighty predalor i now forced lo endure the
consaquences of our neglect

The wibirant. toxdc plastics are a strilang symbol of the crisis we hane created if we do not bring attention fo this sswe. people may never truly grasp
how severe ooean pollution has becorme, nor how much danger our ervironment—and uitsmately. our planet—faces “Urwanted Gluttory™ s both a
waming and an urgent call to action preventing this sdent destruction demancs that we all take responsibilily —reducing waste. supportng cleanup
efforts. and transforming how we treat our oceans before it's too late | uige the responsible government agencies and policymakers o nberwene now
by enforcing misch stRcter industrsal and ermvironmanlal regulabions. We must act decisively, anly then can we hope (o stop this silent catastrophe
protect our oceans, and ensure that future generations may also enjoy and benefit from these wonders of our natural world.
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Hosted BY: KOREA LAND AND MARINE ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATIDN ASSOCIATION

AWARD WINNING
Artwork



“Unwanted Gluttony”

A Grand Prize Winner at the 15th National Land, Ocean, and Environment
International Culture and Art Competition held in Seoul. The artist, Maria Elena
Famor, received a Ministerial Award from the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries for
her exceptional artistic value, cultural significance, and environmental
contributions that inspire positive change.

H1528 8= =E.of &3 MBS0 =UH(AS HE)0A S =
delt 22 Hots, tl=H JiXIet 28t 2|0, ¥ Hl B E 0| l=s &3
IIGEE QUFAO0 o SR 2SS =AIASLICH



15" National Land, Ocean and Environment,
International Culture Art Competition

AWARDING CEREMONY
September 26t 2025
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KOREA INTERNATIONAL OCEAN FILM FESTIVAL
Award Winner

“This is not Trash” - a documentary story of Maria Elena Famor, the eco-artist
featuring herself in the short documentary film , directed by Komeil Soheili and
produced by Jay Kim was one of the winners during the Korea International Fim
Festival held on July 23" 2023 in Busan City.
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KOREA INTERNATIONAL OCEAN FILM FESTIVAL
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WINNERS OF

DOMESTIC OCEAN
FILM CONTEST(1)
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Jay Kim
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DOMESTIC OCEAN
FILM CONTEST (1)
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KOMEIL SOHEILI



BEACH ART






























ECO-ART WORKSHOPS












BIA - BRITISH INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY
( DEOKPO GEOE CITY)
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ECO—OUTREACH PROGRAM

Feb 6th- 13th, 2023
CO‘MEXth[tI‘ve{fo—

ECO-OUTREACH 2023
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COMMISSIONED ECO-ART INSTALLATION
PROJECT




ECO- CHRISTMAS TREE- MADE OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF
TRASH
2022
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Ocean Purification Diving in Namhae
Sept 28"-20" 2024

“Environmental Art Creation”- from marine debris collected by South Korean divers
in the southern sea
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Maria Fham Famor







