
 

District News & Announcements 

October 2017 

 “District News and Announcements” is a monthly e-newsletter for members and friends of the Church of the 
Brethren in the Northern Plains District.  District Leaders, Commissions, Committees, and those doing special 
ministries share information on programs and activities.  Local churches share news and invitations.  Send 
submissions by October 25th for inclusion in next month’s newsletter to Hannah Button-Harrison, Director of 
Communications, communications@nplains.org. 
 

In this issue 

1.​ BVS Visit and Dinner at Stover Church: October 5th 
2.​ Southeast Cluster Spiritual Renewal: Oct. 8-11 
3.​ Ventures Course on Interfaith Cooperation: October 14th 
4.​ Building Centennial at Prairie City COB: Oct. 14-15 
5.​ Fall Women's Retreat - October 20th & 21st 
6.​ Disaster Ministries Work Trip: Oct. 29 - Nov. 4 
7.​ Healthy and Safe Congregations Training: Nov. 10-11 
8.​ Ivester Lasagna Meal: Nov. 12 
9.​ Message from the Moderator 
10.​Holiness in our Midst 
11.​Leadership Development Musings 
12.​Fairview Float Wins First Prize 
13.​2018 Annual Conference Nominations 

 
Banner photo: Beautiful sunset and smiles at the campfire hosted by Merlin Grady in observation of the 
International Day of Prayer for Peace.  Photo by Diane Sittig. Send in your photos for future newsletters! Email 
communications@nplains.org. 
 
 
 

 



1. BVS Visit and Dinner at Stover Church: October 5th 

Barbara Wise Lewczak, Camp Pine Lake Program Director 

bwlewczak@minburncomm.net 

 

Northern Plains Pastors, former BVSers, and members; 

Camp Pine Lake and Stover Memorial congregation are excited to announce that the Fall BVS Orientation with 

be held at Camp Pine Lake September 22-October 13, 2017. 

The BVSers and staff will be very busy with their community building and learning during most of their time in 

the Northern Plains District; however we have a couple of opportunities to interact with them. 

They will be joining the Ivester congregation on Sunday October 1 during morning worship to participate in 

World Communion Day Love Feast. 

Thursday evening October 5-Sunday October 8, the BVSers and staff will be participating in the urban 

immersion living at the Stover Memorial church house, participating in a work project in the Des Moines 

community, exploring the city on their free day Saturday October 7, and helping lead worship with the Stover 

Congregation on Sunday October 8 at 10:40. 

We would like to invite anyone particularly former BVSers to supper at the Stover Memorial Fellowship Hall at 

5pm on October 5.  This will be an opportunity to share table fellowship, get to know one another, provide 

prayer and encouragement to the BVSers and send them off with care packages.  This could be done in a 

large zip bag with candy that will not melt, gum, nutrition bars, fruit snack or fruit, maybe a small game book; 

be creative.  Please let Barbara know if you want to provide any care packages.  It would be good to have 

them at Stover by October 8th. 

If you would like to assist with the supper and/or plan to attend please contact Pastor Barbara 515-240-0060 

bwlewczak@minburncomm.net so we can have enough food for everyone.  We would like to ask that those 

who attend bring a desert to share please.  BVSers do their own shopping, cooking, and clean up so having a 

home cooked meal provided by others is a big treat. 

The bus passes are $2.00/day per person and there will be 13-15 BVSers and staff.  We would like to provide 

passers for all.  If you would like to help defer the cost of the passes contact Pastor Barbara as well.   

We look forward to a big crowd on Thursday October 5 for supper.   

Prayers to you all, Pastor Barbara 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Southeast Cluster Spiritual Renewal: Oct. 8-11 

Diane Mason, Cluster Minister  

rdmason@netins.net 

The Southeast Iowa Cluster is having our Spiritual Renewal Circuit Ride Oct 8 

-11 with Sister Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm.  Using texts from the four Gospels, 

speaker Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm will explore the theme, “Jesus’ Ways to 

Newness of Life,” during the annual Southeast Iowa Spiritual Renewal Circuit 

Ride.  The event is held this year October 8-11 at four locations across 

southeastern Iowa. 

 

Sunday evening, October 8, we will see from the Gospel of Luke how Jesus 

provides a new mind.  Monday’s message will focus on the Gospel of Mark 

and how Jesus renews lives.  We will see in the Gospel of Matthew how 

Jesus meets the physical needs of our bodies.  The event concludes 

Wednesday by seeing how the Gospel of John reveals Jesus gives new and 

fearless spirits. 

 

Southern Iowa “Spiritual Renewal Circuit Ride” will begin this year at the Ottumwa Church of the Brethren with 

a workshop Sunday afternoon at 3:30.  The congregation will provide supper at 6:00.  Worship and preaching 

will follow at 7:00 p.m. Monday’s meeting at the Prairie City Church of the Brethren (south of Prairie City and 

west of Monroe) will have the same schedule.  Tuesday’s 6:00 supper and following worship will be at the 

English River Church of the Brethren east of South English.  A 6:00 supper and 7:00 worship at the Fairview 

Church of the Brethren south of Unionville will conclude this year’s Circuit Ride on Wednesday. 

 

There are two opportunities to earn CEU’s during this event.  Sunday afternoon (at 3:30) Sister Dawn will lead 

a workshop on “Living Words of Scripture in Worship” at the Ottumwa CoB.  On Monday afternoon (at 3:30) the 

workshop is “Living Witnesses in Scripture, in Preaching, in Daily Life.”  Each workshop is 2 hours long so 

would earn 0.2 CEU each. 

 

For more information, read and print the flyer here. 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BylDCPB3gg6UWDJOZ25BclZKY3huMGpBRmluSV83cE9DMk1v/view?usp=sharing


 

3. Ventures Course on Interfaith Cooperation: October 14th 
 
Kendra Flory, McPherson College 

The second course offering this season from the “Ventures in Christian Discipleship” program at McPherson 

(Kan.) College will focus on “Navigating Religious Diversity: An Introduction to Interfaith Cooperation,” which 

will introduce participants to the concept of interfaith cooperation and will discuss the basic skills and 

knowledge necessary for  its successful implementation and consider practical strategies for navigating 

religious diversity. The class will be held online Saturday, October 14 at 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. CST and taught by 

Rev. Zandra Wagoner, Ph.D., University Chaplain at the University of La Verne (Calif.). 

All classes are donation-based and continuing education credit is available for $10 per course. To learn more 

about Ventures in Christian Discipleship and to register for courses, visit www.mcpherson.edu/ventures. 

 

 

4. Building Centennial at Prairie City COB: Oct. 14-15 

Saturday, October 14th 

The celebration will start at 4:30 with an Open House in the 

sanctuary, with historical displays and coffee & cookies. From 

5:15-5:45 we will have a Hymn Sing, then a break as we prepare for 

the Love Feast Service at 6 pm, a traditional Brethren service which 

is a reenactment of the Last Supper.  It includes a feetwashing 

service, and will be led by Former Pastor, Jeff Bach. Jeff is currently 

the Director of the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies 

at Elizabethtown College in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania. 

Sunday, October 15th 

We will continue the celebration on Sunday morning with worship at 10:45, Pastors Jeff Bach & Tim Peter will 

lead the service. Church will be followed by a potluck dinner.  Bring your own tableservice, drinks will be 

provided. After the potluck we will continue outside at our new pavilion with informal music, all musicians are 

invited to join in.  Bring your guitar, fiddle, mandolin or singing voice!  Bring guitar, mandolin, fiddle, etc and join 

in! 

http://www.mcpherson.edu/ventures


Questions, contact the Prairie City Church of the Brethren at 515-994-2940, email: prairiecitycob@gmail.com.   

The church is located at 12015 County Hwy S6G, Prairie City, IA 50228 

5. Fall Women's Retreat - October 20th & 21st 

LaDonna Brunk, Ivester COB 

labrunk@heartofiowa.net 

 

PIECING TOGETHER OUR LIVES AND COMFORTERS TO SHARE 

What: A special fall two-day retreat for women of all ages! (attend one or both days) 

Where: Camp Pine Lake, Eldora, Iowa (sponsored by the Nurture & Witness 

Commissions of the Northern Plains District of the Church of the Brethren) 

When: Friday October 20 (Arrive any time after 1:00p with the first meal at 6:30p) 

thru Saturday October 21 (Closing devotions at 3:00 so people can leave if they 

need to. Others may work longer and share a light meal later in the afternoon.) 

Feeding our spirits: devotions, journaling, hiking, private Bible study, discussion 

Group activities: cutting, sewing, tying, knitting, crocheting to make comforters for Church World Service 60x80 

(sent to refugees and disaster areas) and smaller blankets 36x36 and 45x60 (for Hardin County Police to give 

to children as needed) 

What to bring with you: Bible, bedding, towel, toiletries, flashlight, a snack to share.  Four buildings at the camp 

can be heated so we can be comfortable in the cool evenings. 

For the comforter and blanket making: donations of any of the following would be welcome; clean gently used 

bed pads, sheets, flannel blankets, scraps of cotton fabric suitable for quilting, 4ply yarn. 

Equipment you might bring: sewing machine, rotary cutter and mat, knitting needles and crochet hooks to fit 4 

ply yarn. 

Cost: suggested donation of $17 for overnight camp stay and $5 per meal, payable upon arrival. 

Preregister: send your name, address and church by email to labrunk@heartofiowa.net by October 8 and write 

women’s retreat in the subject line.  (Contact us, even if you miss the deadline!)  Questions: 641-939-3239 

Invite:  a new or not so new friend to come with you and assist them with preregistering. 

BLESSED ARE WOMEN WHOSE HEARTS AND SOULS  

ARE JOINED TOGETHER BY LAUGHTER AND TEARS  

FOR THEY SHALL BE KNOWN AS SISTERS 

 

 

 



 

 

6. Disaster Ministries Work Trip: Oct. 29 - Nov. 4 

Matt Keucker, Disaster Ministries Coordinator 
matthewkuecker@yahoo.com | 515-689-3044 

We are in need of some more volunteers for the upcoming work trip October 29 - November 4.  The trip is in 
Eureka Missouri and we will be helping with flood recovery.  There is no cost to volunteer except for a 
willingness to serve and a good attitude.  No specific skills are needed and all skill levels are welcome.  If you 
are interested please contact Matt Kuecker. 

7. Healthy and Safe Congregations Training, November 10-11, 2017 at Camp Pine Lake 

Task Force on Child Sexual Abuse Prevention: Rhonda Pittman Gingrich, Dave Kerkove, Sarah Mason, 

Paul Shaver, and Carol Wise. 

 

The safety of children and youth is the responsibility of every adult. The district board has created a Task Force 

on Child Sexual Abuse Prevention to help congregations develop the policies, practices and awareness to 

recognize potential problems and prevent harm. 

 

We are pleased to announce a special training in this sacred work of creating Healthy and Safe 

Congregations. Kathy Reid, our facilitator, brings decades of work in the area of child protection. She has 

authored several books about the prevention of child sexual abuse for congregations. Kathy is ordained in the 

Church of the Brethren and served on the national staff as the Associate General Secretary. She is personable, 

caring, and excellent as a trainer. 

 

The training will be held on November 10-11 at Camp Pine Lake. We will begin with a light dinner on Friday 

evening and close by 4:30 on Saturday. The District Board has very generously made funds available for the 

training, so we anticipate that there will be little or no cost to participants. 

 

This is a unique opportunity to increase your understanding about child sexual abuse, recognize potential red 

flags, learn helpful responses if you suspect something, and become familiar with policies and practices that 

can help prevent a tragedy. 

 

Pastors, youth advisors, Christian Education workers, camp counselors, board members, and anyone 

concerned with the well-being of children and their congregation, are encouraged to attend. The goal is to have 

at least one person from each congregation represented. CEU’s are available. 

Please put November 10-11 on your calendar and plan on being at this important event! 



 

Registration is now open: you may print out the [Printable Form] and send it back to the district - Send to 

Northern Plains District, c/o Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Task Force, P.O. Box 573, Ames, IA 50010.  

8. Ivester Lasagna Meal: Nov. 12 

LaDonna Brunk, Ivester COB 

 
Ivester Church will be hosting a lasagna meal at the church Sunday, November 12 from 4-6:30 p.m. Free-will 

donations will be accepted to assist the youth in attending National Youth Conference in 2018. The menu 

includes lasagna, French bread, tossed salad, drinks, pumpkin pie and homemade ice-cream. Please save this 

date on your calendar. 

 

9. Message from the Moderator 

Marilyn Koehler, 2018 District Conference Moderator 

marilyn_k@eaglecom.net 

 

PRESS ON. 

As we look forward to 2018 District Conference, what vision and  goals will 

we set for our time between now and then?    Perhaps some are 

personal—like a young neighbor who resolved to lose weight and to seek 

help in doing just that.  Now she’s 100 pounds lighter, and I celebrate that 

achievement with her!  However, her response is that she is not done yet.  

She presses on with diet and exercise, because she has even a higher goal. 

In 2016 our local church challenged each of us in the congregation to read 

the entire Bible in 2017—an ambitious goal of reading 4 pages a day 

beginning with Genesis.  The reading has prompted new interest in the Old 

Testament as pastors have built sermons on the current reading for each 

week.  We’ve now completed the reading of the Old Testament and look forward to more inspiration as we read 

the Gospels. 

Goals involve dedication and commitment for every day of the year.  One of the best examples of striving 

to meet his goal was the Apostle Paul.  As he sat in prison, chained to a Roman guard, he considered all his 

prior accomplishments as nothing compared to his main goal for life. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have reached my goal; but I press on to make it my own 

because Christ Jesus had made me his own.  Philippians 3.12 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BylDCPB3gg6UMTdDNExoTmZUUWl3bW4tQ1ZVVGNrcGtqM1pj/view?usp=sharing


PRESS ON!  Amazingly although composed in prison chained to a guard, Philippians is Paul’s most upbeat 

letter to churches.  Paul believed that he had much more work ahead to reach his goal—to know Christ and 

the power of his resurrection…and to attain his own resurrection from the dead. Phil. 3.10,11 

If you are discouraged about reaching your personal, professional or church goals, read the book of 

Philippians again.  Blessings as we ‘Press On’ together. 

 

SESSION LXI: ON COLLECTIONS 

What do you collect? Why? 

I collect Midwest art, mostly original watercolor paintings of 

Iowa fields, fences, barns, and windmills. Decorating my 

home with them is my way of preserving the Forties and 

Fifties way of life. Setting the mood in my living room are 

prints of a red one room schoolhouse and a little white 

church as well as a tapestry of a country home. My small town/rural theme happens to extend out my windows. 

My bedroom overlooks a field and forest. My office window features the road out of town. The living room view 

is of a parklike setting with three large trees and a quiet subdivision. My daily surroundings are all of one piece. 

To describe some of my artworks: 

●​ Two paintings by Ankeny, IA artist Pat Hykes depict gas stations from my past. They were done from 

photographs. One is of the Handsaker gas station on Highway 65 between Colo and Zearing. I’m glad 

for the visual reminder of the landmark place where we filled up on our way to visit my paternal 

grandparents down the road Geneva. Only an overgrown stone marker and an abandoned farmhouse 

are currently on the site. Another painting is of a long-gone gas station/grocery store in Panora. A 

family friend, Naomi Beal, lived above the store growing up. 

●​ A panoramic watercolor depicts the rolling Iowa countryside in spring. The rows of corn are just visible 

in spring, magnifying the contours of the land. It is a study in greens. 

●​ A Midwest storm is brewing in black and deep blues and purples in another watercolor. 

●​ My favorite is called “Wash Day in May.” Clothes blowing on the line stretch from a farmhouse to a 

barn. In the foreground in a lush garden. 

Rounding out my décor and colorful calendars and sayings that give me pause, like the plaque over the stove 

that reads: Gardens and families must be tended daily. My home helps me remember a time when people 

talked to each other face to face, families gathered for reunions, and churches were the social centers of the 

community. I can’t turn back time, but my collection reminds me to extend the spirit of civility that was the 

overlay of a vanishing way of life. 

STORY CIRCLE PROMPT: What do you collect and why? 

FOR PERSONAL/JOURNAL REFLECTION: 

1.​ Read the above reflection. 

2.​ Write about a special collection. What was your first piece? Do others add to it? What special feelings 

do your things evoke? 



FOR GROUP STUDY: 

1.​   Read aloud Session LXI.   

2.​   Ask each person to answer the Story Circle Prompt.    

 

11. Leadership Development Musings 

Barbara Wise Lewczak, Minister of Leadership Development​
bwlewczak@minburncomm.net | 515-240-0060 

Laura Leighton-Harris, Minister of Leadership Development​

ontheshortside@hotmail.com | 712-322-1872 

 
Barbara & I attended the National Older Adult Conference (NOAC) the first week of September and each 

morning, Stephen Breck Reid led us in Bible Study. We studied Moses, Ruth, and Esther and how each of 

them were mentors (a coach, guide, tutor, counselor, trusted advisor) as well as mentees (protégé, a person 

who is trained, advised, counseled). 

 

Moses is mentored from the margins in Exodus chapters 2 by the Egyptian and Hebrew women and also in 

chapter 18 by his Midianite father-in-law. Then in chapter 3 Moses has a religious experience that changed his 

life, that being the burning bush where he is commissioned to the role of leading the Israelites out of Egypt. 

Moses in turn mentors Joshua in Exodus chapter 17 in the battle against the Amalekites. 

 

Ruth is a story about being mentored during dangerous transitions, i.e. mother-in-law Naomi losing her 

husband and 2 sons, one of which was Ruth's husband; the famine in the land and then having to travel back 

to Naomi's home country. Naomi was a mentor to Ruth and Ruth in turn was a mentor to her people following 

her meeting with Boaz and working in the fields. Ruth told Naomi-your people will be my people and your God 

will be my God. 

 

Esther is an intriguing book of the Bible as this is the first male-female mentoring! Esther is mentored by her 

cousin Mordecai, who adopted her as his own daughter after her parents died. Esther is made queen and was 

given a call or commission to advocate for her people and she did so by taking her place of privilege to 

leverage it for her people with the mentoring, counseling, and advice of her cousin Mordecai. 

 

Mentor……Mentee: All of us are both 

Biblical mentoring continues into the 20th century!!! 

Who has been a mentor to you? 

What is your mentoring style? 

Who might you mentor in their Christian journey? 



 

We invite you to share your responses to these questions with us via email or phone. 

Blessings 

Laura & Barbara 

12. Fairview Float Wins First Prize 

Diane Mason, Fairview COB 

 

Fairview Church of the Brethren won first prize with their float in the local Moulton Jamboree Parade where the 

theme was “Show Your True Colors.”  It will be entered into the Centerville Pancake Day parade, too.  The 

following “blurb” was read by the announcer as the float passed the judges. 

A common Sunday School lesson describes the Path to Heaven visualized with colors.  Black represents the 

darkness of our sin.  Jesus came and shed his Red blood for our redemption, and when we accept Him into 

our lives, our sins are washed White as snow.  Blue symbolizes the waters of baptism, Green the spiritual 

growth believers in Christ experience, while Yellow reminds us of the eternal light of Heaven.  We pray that 

you, too, will experience the true colors of the Path to Heaven. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

13. 2018 Annual Conference Ballot - Nominations Needed! 

Kathy Mack, Annual Conference Nominating Commitee 

 

Northern Plains District, 

I want to encourage each of you to submit nominations for the 2018 Annual Conference Ballot.  You will find 

below a list of offices and positions that will need to be filled in 2018.  It is very simple and easy to make a 

nomination by going to www.brethren.org and clicking on Annual Conference and then on 2018 Nominations.  

The shortcut is: http://www.brethren.org/ac/nominations/.  The website also provides links that outline Election 

Procedures and duties, responsibilities, eligibility and qualifications for each office.   

Please prayerfully consider individuals with the gifts required for each position and then nominate them.  This 

is a vital step in the election process.  You do not need to secure permission from someone before nominating 

them online, although your encouragement to accept the nomination and submit their name might help them 

decide to do so.  When someone is nominated online, an email is automatically generated to the nominee who 

then will discern the calling of God in this.    The deadline for nominations is December 1.    

Please include this invitation and these links in your church newsletters, mailings, and emails. Thank you in 

advance for being involved and for encouraging others to be involved as well.  If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact me. 

Offices Open for Nomination 

2018 Annual Conference Ballot 

 

 Moderator-elect  (one person, 3-year term) 

Ineligible (past 4 Moderators): Nancy S. Heishman, David Steele, M. Andrew Murray, Carol Scheppard 

Annual Conference Program & Arrangements Committee 

(one person, 3-year term) 

Church of the Brethren Mission and Ministry Board 

      *** Districts not represented on MMB the past 3 years are in bold. *** 

– from Area 2 (one person, 5-year term) (No OH, So OH, No IN, S/C IN, MI, IL/WI) 

– from Area 3 (one person, 5-year term) (ASE, PR, Shen, SE, Vir, WMarva) 

Bethany Theological Seminary Board of Trustees 

– representing Clergy (one person, 5-year term) 

– representing Laity (one person, 5-year term) 

http://www.brethren.org/
http://www.brethren.org/ac/nominations/


Brethren Benefit Trust Board   

(one person, 4-year term) requested skill set: investment skills 

On Earth Peace Board   

(one person, 5-year term) 

Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Advisory Committee – representing Laity   

(one person, 5-year term) - must be a compensation practitioner from the secular world 

Calendar of Events 

2017 

●​ September 21-October 13 - BVS Orientation at Camp Pine Lake 

●​ October 1 - West/Central Iowa Cluster Love Feast, Panora COB, 4:00 p.m. 

●​ October 5 - BVS Dinner at Stover Memorial Fellowship Hall, 5pm  

●​ October 8 - West/Central Iowa Cluster Pulpit Exchange 

●​ October 8-11 - SE IA Circuit Ride, Preacher: Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm, details in article 

●​ October 8 - Ottoni-Wilhelm Workshop for Laity, Prairie City COB, 3:30, 

●​ October 9 - Ottoni-Wilhelm Workshop for Ministers, Ottumwa COB, 3:30 

●​ October 12-13 - Council of District Executives, Executive Committee Meeting 

●​ October 14 - Ventures Course - www.mcpherson.edu/ventures 

●​ October 14-15 - Prairie City COB, Church Building Centennial Celebration 

●​ October 19 - Waterloo Area Pastors, Golden China, 12:00 

●​ October 20-21 - Fall Women’s Retreat, Camp Pine Lake 

●​ October 22-26 - Annual Retreat of Western District Executives 

●​ October 29-November 4 - Disaster Ministries Work Trip 

●​ November 3 - Executive Committee Meeting, Ottumwa COB/Bethany Baptist 

●​ November 4 - District Board Meeting, Ottumwa COB/Bethany Baptist location TBD 

●​ November 5 - National Junior High Sunday 

●​ November 7 - West/Central Iowa Pastors Meeting, Panther Creek COB, 10:00 

●​ November 10-11 - District Workshop on Child Sexual Abuse Prevention, Camp Pine Lake 

●​ November 12 - Ivester Lasagna Meal, 4pm 

●​ December 12 - West/Central Iowa Pastors, 10:00 

 

2018 

●​ January 20-26 - Winter Meeting of Council of District Executives 

●​ February 2 - Executive Committee, location tbd 

●​ February 3 - District Board, location tbd 

●​ April 27 - Executive Committee, location tbd 

●​ April 28 - District Board, location tbd 

https://bethanyseminary.edu/staff/dawn-ottoni-wilhelm/
http://www.mcpherson.edu/ventures
http://www.brethren.org/yya/jr-high-resources.html


●​ July 1-4 - Summer Meeting of Council of District Executives 

●​ July 4-8 - Church of the Brethren Annual Conference, Cincinnati, Ohio 

●​ July 21-26 - National Youth Conference, Fort Collins, CO 

●​ August 3-5 - District Conference, South Waterloo COB 

 

District Staff & Leadership 

Tim Button-Harrison, District Executive 
1211 Clark Ave, Ames, IA 50010 
(641) 485-5604 | de@nplains.org 
 
Hannah Button-Harrison, Director of Communications 
(515) 460-5365 | communications@nplains.org 
 
Ida Van Westen, District Conference Support 
(507) 478-4552 | dc-support@nplains.org 
 
Laura Leighton-Harris 
TRIM Coordinator 
Co-Minister of Leadership Development 
(402) 595-0716 | ontheshortside@hotmail.com 
 
Barbara Lewczak 
Camp Pine Lake Program Director/Pastor 
Co-Minister of Leadership Development 
(515) 240-0060 | bwlewczak@minburncomm.net 
  
Marilyn Koehler, Moderator, 2018 District Conference 
(641) 895-0495 | marilyn_k@eaglecom.net 
​
Daniel Butler, Moderator-Elect, 2018 District Conference 

(319) 939-1526 | bagona@yahoo.com 

Beth Cage, District Board President 

(507) 932-5598 | marble@hbcsc.net 

Gordon Hoffert, Chair of Camp Pine Lake Joint Committee 

(507) 454-1503 | ghoffert@passagecustomtours.com 

Rhonda Bingman, Financial Secretary 
820 Raven Lane Madrid, IA 50156 
(515) 480-7017 | jbingman@mchsi.com  
 
Doug Riggs, Camp Pine Lake Director 
23008 W Ave. Eldora, IA 50627 
(641)-939-5334 | camppinelake@heartofiowa.net 

http://www.brethren.org/ac/
http://www.brethren.org/yya/nyc/
https://mail.google.com/a/nplains.org/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=ghoffert%40passagecustomtours.com&bcc=communications-VM7KUL%40mailbox.insight.ly&


 
  
  

 

Cluster Ministers: 

AREA 1: ENGLISH RIVER, LIBERTYVILLE, MONROE COUNTY, IOWA CITY, FAIRVIEW, OTTUMWA, 
PRAIRIE CITY 
Diane Mason 
(641) 895-7661 | rdmason@netins.net 
 
Tim Peter 
(515) 994-2518 | peter.timothy@gmail.com  
                    
AREA 2: IOWA RIVER, SOUTH WATERLOO, IVESTER, ROBINS, CEDAR RAPIDS, HAMMOND AVENUE, 
FREDERICKSBURG, GREENE, TOLEDO 
(currently discerning new cluster ministers) 
  
AREA 3: LEWISTON, ROOT RIVER, HANDS OF CHRIST (ROCHESTER), OPEN CIRCLE (BURNSVILLE), 
COMMON SPIRIT (MINNEAPOLIS)                            
Rhonda Pittman Gingrich 
(612) 926-9460 | rpgingrich@yahoo.com 
 
Roger Peckover 
(507) 458-2517 | peckover@luminet.net 
 
AREA 4: PANORA, PANTHER CREEK, DALLAS CENTER, BEAVER, ANKENY, STOVER, PEACE 
(COUNCIL BLUFFS), SALEM 
Dave Kerkove 
(515) 993-3466 | davekerkove@gmail.com 
 
Barbara Wise Lewczak 
(515) 240-0060 | bwlewczak@minburncomm.net 
  
AREA 5: WORTHINGTON, SHELDON, LIVING PEACE (SIOUX CITY), BIG SKY (FROID, MT) 
Lucinda Douglas 
(712) 204-8950 | nightowl21@q.com 
 
Ida Van Westen 
(507) 478-4552 | sivanwesten@gmail.com 
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	If you would like to assist with the supper and/or plan to attend please contact Pastor Barbara 515-240-0060 bwlewczak@minburncomm.net so we can have enough food for everyone.  We would like to ask that those who attend bring a desert to share please.  BVSers do their own shopping, cooking, and clean up so having a home cooked meal provided by others is a big treat. 
	The bus passes are $2.00/day per person and there will be 13-15 BVSers and staff.  We would like to provide passers for all.  If you would like to help defer the cost of the passes contact Pastor Barbara as well.   
	We look forward to a big crowd on Thursday October 5 for supper.   
	Prayers to you all, Pastor Barbara 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2. Southeast Cluster Spiritual Renewal: Oct. 8-11 
	Diane Mason, Cluster Minister  
	rdmason@netins.net 

	 
	 
	3. Ventures Course on Interfaith Cooperation: October 14th 
	The second course offering this season from the “Ventures in Christian Discipleship” program at McPherson (Kan.) College will focus on “Navigating Religious Diversity: An Introduction to Interfaith Cooperation,” which will introduce participants to the concept of interfaith cooperation and will discuss the basic skills and knowledge necessary for  its successful implementation and consider practical strategies for navigating religious diversity. The class will be held online Saturday, October 14 at 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. CST and taught by Rev. Zandra Wagoner, Ph.D., University Chaplain at the University of La Verne (Calif.). 
	All classes are donation-based and continuing education credit is available for $10 per course. To learn more about Ventures in Christian Discipleship and to register for courses, visit www.mcpherson.edu/ventures. 
	 
	 
	4. Building Centennial at Prairie City COB: Oct. 14-15 
	Saturday, October 14th 
	The celebration will start at 4:30 with an Open House in the sanctuary, with historical displays and coffee & cookies. From 5:15-5:45 we will have a Hymn Sing, then a break as we prepare for the Love Feast Service at 6 pm, a traditional Brethren service which is a reenactment of the Last Supper.  It includes a feetwashing service, and will be led by Former Pastor, Jeff Bach. Jeff is currently the Director of the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies at Elizabethtown College in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania. 
	Sunday, October 15th 
	We will continue the celebration on Sunday morning with worship at 10:45, Pastors Jeff Bach & Tim Peter will lead the service. Church will be followed by a potluck dinner.  Bring your own tableservice, drinks will be provided. After the potluck we will continue outside at our new pavilion with informal music, all musicians are invited to join in.  Bring your guitar, fiddle, mandolin or singing voice!  Bring guitar, mandolin, fiddle, etc and join in! 
	Questions, contact the Prairie City Church of the Brethren at 515-994-2940, email: prairiecitycob@gmail.com.   The church is located at 12015 County Hwy S6G, Prairie City, IA 50228 
	5. Fall Women's Retreat - October 20th & 21st 
	LaDonna Brunk, Ivester COB 
	labrunk@heartofiowa.net 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	6. Disaster Ministries Work Trip: Oct. 29 - Nov. 4 
	Matt Keucker, Disaster Ministries Coordinator 

	7. Healthy and Safe Congregations Training, November 10-11, 2017 at Camp Pine Lake 
	8. Ivester Lasagna Meal: Nov. 12 
	LaDonna Brunk, Ivester COB 

	9. Message from the Moderator 
	Marilyn Koehler, 2018 District Conference Moderator 
	marilyn_k@eaglecom.net 

	11. Leadership Development Musings 
	Barbara Wise Lewczak, Minister of Leadership Development​bwlewczak@minburncomm.net | 515-240-0060 
	Laura Leighton-Harris, Minister of Leadership Development​ontheshortside@hotmail.com | 712-322-1872 

	12. Fairview Float Wins First Prize 
	Diane Mason, Fairview COB 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	13. 2018 Annual Conference Ballot - Nominations Needed! 
	Kathy Mack, Annual Conference Nominating Commitee 
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