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Best Practices For Using QR Codes

A QR code, short for Quick Response code, is a two-dimensional barcode that can be read by a smartphone or
other QR code reader. QR codes are a convenient and easy way to share information, such as website links,
contact information, and more. However, there are some best practices to keep in mind when using QR codes
to ensure that they are effective and easy to use.

Make sure the QR code is easy to scan. The QR code should be large enough to be easily scanned by a
smartphone camera, and it should have enough contrast with the background to be easily readable. Avoid
placing the QR code too close to other patterns or graphics that may interfere with the scanning process.
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Test the QR code before using it. Make sure that the QR code leads to the intended destination by scanning it
with a smartphone or QR code reader. This will also give you a chance to check that the QR code is easy to
scan and that the destination website or information is displayed correctly.

Provide context for the QR code. If the QR code is being used to provide information or access to a specific
product or service, make sure to provide context or instructions for the user. This could include a brief
description of what the QR code does or what the user can expect to find when they scan it.

Use a dynamic QR code. Dynamic QR codes allow you to change the destination of the QR code without
having to reprint it. This is useful if you need to update the information or link associated with the QR code, or if
you want to track the number of scans.

Use a reputable QR code generator. There are many QR code generators available online, but it's important to
choose one that is reliable and trusted. Look for a QR code generator that has good reviews and a history of
producing high-quality QR codes.

Use a shorter URL. QR codes are often used to link to websites or web pages. To make the QR code as
efficient as possible, it's best to use a shorter URL. This not only makes the QR code itself smaller, but it also
ensures that the destination website or page will load quickly on the user's device.

Customize the QR code design. While the basic structure of a QR code is fixed, you can customize the design
to make it more visually appealing and better match your brand. For example, you can add a logo or icon in the
center of the QR code, or use a specific color scheme. Just be sure not to compromise the readability of the
QR code in the process.

Use QR codes in appropriate locations. QR codes should be placed in locations where they are easily visible
and accessible to the intended audience. For example, a QR code for a museum exhibit might be placed next
to the exhibit itself, while a QR code for a retail store's loyalty program might be placed at the point of sale.

Consider the audience's device and software. Make sure to consider the types of devices and software that
your audience is likely to use when scanning the QR code. If you are targeting a specific audience, such as
iOS users, it's a good idea to test the QR code on those devices to ensure compatibility.

Use QR codes for the right purpose. QR codes are not a solution for every situation. While they are a
convenient and efficient way to share information, they may not be the best option in certain circumstances.
For example, if you are trying to reach a broad audience, using a QR code may not be the most effective
strategy as not everyone has a QR code reader or knows how to use one. In these cases, other methods such
as a simple URL or email address may be more appropriate.
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By following these best practices for using QR codes, you can make the most of this convenient and efficient
tool for sharing information. Whether you are using QR codes for marketing, customer service, or any other
purpose, following these guidelines will help ensure that they are effective and easy to use.

Company Description

Scott writes about digital content marketing and SaaS scaling platforms for entrepreneurs and small business,
in addition to managing enterprise software (Search/Al/ML) accounts in the finserv sector. As a content
marketer and search engine expert, his book on social media 'The Blog Ahead' was published in 2006. He
previously co-founded a search engine firm powering multimedia insight results for Fortune 500 companies
including Disney, the NYTimes Digital and IAC.
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