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A few years ago... a professor taught a Climate Change course, reaching about one
hundred students per semester. One day he thought "If | could upload this course
online, then not only would my 100 students have access to it, but others as well." So
he did. And this is what happened...

Ana sent the course’s content across the country to Alex, who was studying Climate
Change. Alex found it so interesting that he forwarded a copy to his friend Lulu in Africa.
Lulu was organizing some peer-to-peer courses with Phillip, so they remixed the content
with other resources and created a new course about the impacts of climate change in
Africa. Alan, a participant in the course, shared the content with Gaby, who was
studying environmental policy in Latin America. Gaby brought the content to her class,
and together, they translated it into Spanish. After that, Gaby's professor shared it with
his other classes. Mayra, another student, shared the content with her father, who
passed it on to his colleagues. Gaby's professor also forwarded the content to David, a
colleague in the UK, who was researching climate change. He updated some of the
data, adapted it to his study and published an article in an open journal. Researchers
from all over the world were able to read the article. David sent the updated content
back to the original professor. By then, his course had reached so many more people
than his one hundred students!

Years later... many schools had begun to follow the example and opened access to their
content. Governments began promoting the use of open textbooks and students began
saving money on books. Other innovative universities began to open access to entire
courses, making them available to participants from all around the world. These are
Open Educational Resources (OER): Teaching, learning, and research resources that
can be reused, redistributed, remixed, and revised. OER are accessible to
everyone—learners, teachers, researchers, parents, workers, citizens... to you. This is
Open Education: knowledge as a public good. Everyone has the right to be educated,
yet only a few have access to school. OER increase access to, improve quality of, and
reduce costs of education. Sharing knowledge is important. Now you know. OER. Give
everyone the opportunity to learn.
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