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“To get into college, Harvard report advocates for kindness instead of 
overachieving” 

Directions: Read the article below and use your AVID reading strategies: 

1)​ Number the paragraphs 

2)​ Left side: paraphrase (write it in your own words) What the author is saying 

3)​ Right side: purpose (why does the author include this paragraph?) What the author is 

doing 

4)​ Circle unknown words 

 
The Washington Post 
January 20, 2016 
By Lisa Heffernan and Jennifer Wallace  
 
As your oldest child begins to fill out her college application, it is hard not to feel a rising 

panic. For the last four years she has thrown herself into her school work, taken AP 

classes, studied for the SAT, worked on the school paper, played on the field hockey team 

and tutored elementary school children. 

 

Yet as she methodically records her activities on the application, it becomes clear that this 

was simply not enough. There are 10 looming blank spaces and although her days have 

been overflowing with homework, activities and volunteering, she has only five activities 

to report. There are 15 spaces to record the four AP classes she was so proud of taking. 

 

You wonder who the kid is who can complete all of these blank spaces, and what has 

gone wrong that this is what applying to college now means. 

 

A new report released today by Making Caring Common, a project of the Harvard 

Graduate School of Education, takes a major step in trying to change the college 

admissions process to make it more humane, less super-human. 

 

http://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/


Parents, educators and college administrators have long wrestled with the unintended 

negative side effects of the admissions process, like the intense focus on personal 

achievement and the unfair advantages of more affluent students. The report, entitled 

Turning the Tide: Inspiring Concern for Others and the Common Good Through College 

Admissions, aims to tackle these complex issues. It lays out a blueprint for addressing 

three of the most intractable challenges facing college applicants today: excessive 

academic performance pressure, the emphasis on personal achievement over good 

citizenship, and the uneven opportunities available to students of varying income levels 

and backgrounds. 

 

Many colleges have tried to address these concerns over the years but it takes a unified 

effort to make a big impact, says lead author Richard Weissbourd. More than 80 

stakeholders, including admissions officers (like Harvard’s), deans, professors and high 

school counselors have endorsed the report. 

 

“It’s the first time in history that I’m aware of” that a group of colleges is coming together 

to lay out what is and what isn’t valued in the admissions process, says Weissbourd. 

 

“Yes, we want students who have achieved in and out of the classroom, but we are also 

looking for things that are harder to quantify, [like] authentic intellectual engagement and 

a concern for others and the common good,” explains Jeremiah Quinlan, dean of 

undergraduate admissions at Yale University, one of the report’s endorsers. 

 

Summarize the article: (4-6 sentences) 
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http://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/files/gse-mcc/files/20160120_mcc_ttt_execsummary_interactive.pdf?m=1453303460
http://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/files/gse-mcc/files/20160120_mcc_ttt_execsummary_interactive.pdf?m=1453303460
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/faculty/richard-weissbourd


Write 3 level 3 questions about this issue that could be used in a Socratic Seminar. 

 

1. 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3. 
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