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Embarking on the journey of drawing can be both an artistic and educational experience. 
This guide is tailored to help learners of all ages, from children to adults, master the art of 
sketching one of nature’s most delicate creatures – the butterfly. Specifically, this tutorial 
focuses on drawing a monarch butterfly, renowned for its beauty and elegance. 
 

 
Alt: A vintage-inspired artistic workspace featuring aged paper with black ink sketches of 
butterflies. 
 
https://youtu.be/llost0AwxNw?feature=shared  

https://youtu.be/llost0AwxNw?feature=shared


Integrating with Painting Techniques 
This drawing guide is created to complement the "How to Paint a Butterfly" tutorial. It offers 
learners an opportunity to delve into different mediums. For those who are more 
adventurous, integrating the sketch with an abstract butterfly painting opens up a world of 
creative possibilities. It encourages artists to think outside the box and add their unique flair 
to the artwork. 

Creative Coloring Ideas 
One of the most exciting aspects of drawing is bringing the creation to life with colors. This 
tutorial encourages artists to explore various coloring mediums. Whether it's the classic 
approach with crayons, the boldness of markers, or the fluidity of watercolors, each medium 
offers a different experience and outcome. These drawings also make for an excellent base 
for rock painting, providing a unique and natural canvas for artistic expression. By 
experimenting with different colors and patterns, artists can personalize their butterfly 
artwork, making each piece a reflection of their individuality. 

How to Draw a Butterfly (TIMELAPSE) 
One of the hallmarks of a butterfly’s beauty is the symmetry of its wings. Achieving this 
symmetry can be the most challenging aspect of the drawing process. The tutorial provides 
a useful tip for beginners and seasoned artists alike: sketch both wings simultaneously. This 
approach ensures that both wings mirror each other, creating a harmonious and balanced 
design. It simplifies the process and allows for a more accurate depiction of the butterfly’s 
natural symmetry. 
 
For visual learners, a comprehensive video tutorial is available. By clicking on the provided 
link or image, viewers can follow along with each step of the drawing process. This visual aid 
is particularly helpful in understanding the nuances of butterfly anatomy and the intricacies of 
wing patterns. 

Detailed Drawing Steps 
1.​ Basic Body Structure: The first step involves drawing the butterfly's head, thorax, and 

abdomen to center the creature on the paper. This foundational step includes 
sketching a circular head, an oval thorax, and an oblong oval abdomen. Additionally, 
two semi-circular eyes and a pair of antennae are added. Interesting Fact: The shape 
of a butterfly’s antennae can vary significantly, with some species featuring straight 
antennae and others having curved ones. 

 
2.​ Upper Wing Outlines: The next step is to sketch two curved lines extending from the 

top of the body on either side. These lines should be equal in length and curvature, 
laying the groundwork for the upper wings of the butterfly. 

 
3.​ Middle Wing Guidelines: From the center of the body, draw two straight lines on 

either side. These lines, equal in length, will define the midsection of the wings. 



 
4.​ Lower Wing Outlines: Draw two more curved lines from the lower part of the body, 

ensuring they match in length and arch. These lines form the lower portion of the 
butterfly's wings. 

 
5.​ Wing Connection: To connect the top and middle lines of the wing, add a squiggly 

line on each side. This step starts to bring the wing structure together. 
 

6.​ Wing Extensions: From the end of the middle line, draw two diagonal lines of the 
same length. These lines will extend the wings further and add to the overall shape. 

 
7.​ Semi-Circle Details: Connect the diagonal lines to the lower wing arches with 

semi-circles. At this point, the basic shape of the butterfly becomes more defined. 
Take a moment to ensure that both sides of the butterfly are symmetrical. Make 
adjustments as needed for balance. Tip: Flipping the drawing upside down can offer 
a fresh perspective, making it easier to spot any asymmetries. 

 
8.​ Wing Patterns: Inside each wing, draw four teardrop shapes. The markings on a 

butterfly's wings are unique to each species and serve various purposes, including 
camouflage, protection, and attracting mates. 

 
9.​ Pattern Detailing: Within each wing quadrant, draw seven straight lines extending 

from the teardrop shapes to the outer edge. This step adds depth and detail to the 
wing patterns. 

 
10.​Border Creation: Outline the wings with a bubble-like border. This border helps to 

define the edge of the wings and adds an artistic touch to the drawing. 
 

11.​Shading: Using a pencil, fill the bordered area between the bubble border and the 
wing's outer edge. This shading technique adds dimension and texture to the wings. 

 
12.​Top Wing Patterns: Add semi-circles and “D” shapes on the top wing sections. These 

shapes will form the basis for more detailed patterns in the next steps. 
 

13.​Pattern Completion: Fill in around the previously drawn patterns and add small 
circles along the top edges of the wings. This step enhances the complexity and 
beauty of the wing patterns. 

 
14.​Line Enhancement: To give the wings a more defined look, thicken all the lines 

between the wing sections. This step adds a sense of depth and realism to the 
drawing. 

 
15.​Finishing Touches: Fill in the butterfly's body to complete the drawing. This final step 

brings the entire sketch together, culminating in a beautifully detailed butterfly. 



Creative Butterfly Art Ideas 
The completion of the butterfly drawing is just the beginning. The tutorial encourages artists 
to explore various artistic avenues with their creations: 

●​ Coloring options include pencils, crayons, markers, acrylic paints, and watercolors. 
Each coloring medium provides a different texture and effect, allowing artists to 
experiment and find their preferred style. 

●​ Drawing a butterfly on a rock combines the beauty of nature with art, creating a 
unique piece that can serve as a decorative item or a thoughtful gift. 

●​ Incorporating the butterfly into an art journal can add a personal touch to one's 
journaling experience, making it more vibrant and expressive. 

●​ Mini canvas butterfly paintings are perfect for gifting or decorating small spaces. 
They offer a compact yet impactful way to showcase one's art. 

●​ The choice of colors for the butterfly is limitless. From vibrant oranges and blues to 
soft pinks and purples, artists can choose hues that resonate with their personal 
aesthetic or the intended purpose of the artwork. 

●​ Drawing a butterfly on a flower adds a naturalistic touch, creating a harmonious 
scene that reflects the butterfly's natural habitat. 

In Conclusion 
This comprehensive guide to drawing a butterfly offers a step-by-step approach that caters 
to artists of all skill levels. Through detailed instructions, creative ideas, and additional 
resources, learners are empowered to explore the art of butterfly drawing in a fun and 
educational way. Whether it’s for personal enjoyment, educational purposes, or artistic 
exploration, this guide provides the tools and inspiration needed to create beautiful butterfly 
art. 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lWwk3-QbQDAh3JSbHQ21kQzsnLvbJ5PvBBYD6i7BVH8/edit
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