
AP European History  
Unit 8: Global Conflict and Modernism 

Chapters 15, 16 & 17 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image: The Battle of Passchendaele, fought July 1917, is sometimes called the Third Battle of Ypres. For the 
soldiers who fought at Passchendaele, it was known as the ‘Battle of Mud’. Few battles encapsulate World War 
One better than the Battle of Passchendaele. 
 
 
World War I fundamentally altered Europeans' views 
concerning warfare.  New lethal technologies, combined 
with unprecedented casualties and the horrors of trench 
warfare, purged warfare of any romantic notions.  The 
Great War also caused people to question Enlightenment 
values of progress, rationality, and human perfectibility.  
Modern philosophy and art sprang from this postwar 
disillusionment.  
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Chronology of Unit 8: World War I and Modernism 

 
1879 Bismarck forms an alliance between Germany and The Austrian-HungarianEmpire. 
1882 Triple Alliance forms among Germany, The Austrian-Hungarian Empire, and Italy. 
1891 Germany begins to modernize its navy. 
1894 Nicholas II becomes Tsar.- Franco-Russian Alliance is formed. 
1895 Lenin arrested and sent to Siberia; he leaves for West in 1900, spending most of the next 17 years in  

Switzerland. 
1901 Guglielmo Marconi transmits telegraphic radio messages from Cornwall to Newfoundland. 
1902  Great Britain enters into a military alliance with Japan. 
1903 Orville and Wilbur Wright successfully fly a powered airplane. 
1904 Entente Cordiale is formed between Great Britain and France in response to the Triple Alliance. 
1904 Russo-Japanese War begins. 
1905 Bloody Sunday Massacre in St. Petersburg; October Manifesto establishes a Constitutional Monarchy and  

institution of the Duma, a representation assembly. Also, Albert Einstein formulates theory of relativity. 
1906 Algeciras Conference — Great Britain and Italy support France’s claim to Morocco against Germany’s demand that 
Morocco be independent. This was a diplomatic defeat for Germany. 
1907 Triple Entente is completed; Military alliance formed among Great Britain, Russia, and France. 
1911 Second Moroccan Crisis — Germany challenges French control of Morocco. 

Germany is forced to compromise. 
 1912 S.S. Titanic sinks on its maiden voyage; Second Balkan War begins (1912–1913). 
 June 28, 1914 Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, heir to the throne of the Austrian- 

Hungarian Empire. 
 July 28, 1914 The Austrian-Hungarian Empire declares war on Serbia. 
 Aug. 1, 1914 In response to Russian mobilization, Germany declares war on Russia. 
 Aug. 3, 1914 Germany declares war on France. 
 Aug. 4, 1914 Great Britain declares war on 
Germany after Germany violates Belgium’s 
neutrality. 
 Aug. 8, 1914 Japan enters the war against 
Germany. 
 Sept. 5–9, 1914 German advance in West 
stopped at the Battle of Marne; Ottoman 
Empire and 

Bulgaria join forces with Germany. 
 Apr. 22, 1915 Germans employ poisonous 
gas for first time at the Second Battle of 
Ypres. 
 Apr. 25, 1915 British and French troops 
attack the Ottoman Empire at Gallipoli. 
 Apr. 26, 1915 Italy joins the Allies in the 
Secret Treaty of London and is promised 
colonies in 

Africa and the Middle East. 
 May 7, 1915 German submarine sinks the 
Lusitania, resulting in the loss of 139 
American lives. 
 Feb.–Dec., 1916 Battle of Verdun over 
700,000 men are lost. Rasputin assassinated. 
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 July–Nov., 1916 Battle of Somme fails to achieve major breakthrough for the Allies; The British use tanks for the first time. 
 1917 Sigmund Freud’s Introduction to Psychoanalysis is published; Zimmerman Telegram brings the United States closer to  

war with Germany.  
 Mar., 1917 Russian Revolution leads to the abdication of Czar Nicholas II. 
 Apr. 6, 1917 United States declares war on Germany. 
April 16, 1917 Lenin arrives in Russia. 
July 1917 Bolsheviks coup attempt fails; Lenin flees to Finland; Trotsky is arrested. 
Nov. 6, 1917 Bolsheviks seize power in Petrograd. 
 Jan., 1918 President Woodrow Wilson issues his Fourteen Points, a framework for peace. 
 Mar. 3, 1918 Bolsheviks accept German peace terms at Brest-Litovsk. 
 Sept.-Oct., 1918 Allied offensive at Argonne breaks Germany’s resistance. 
 Nov. 9, 1918 Kaiser William II abdicates German throne and flees to Holland. 
 Nov. 11, 1918 Armistice ends the fighting along the western front; Austrian Emperor Charles I steps down. 
 Jan., 1919 The Versailles Peace Conference. 
 June, 1919 Versailles Treaty signed, imposing harsh settlement on Germany. 
1919 Adolf Hitler joins the German Workers Party, later becomes the Nazi Party; Benito Mussolini organizes the 
Black Shirts. 
1919 Weimar Republic proclaimed in Germany. 
1921  Lenin introduces New Economic Plan. 
October 28, 1922 Mussolini’s March on Rome. 
January 1923 Massive inflation in Germany. 
August 11, 1923 Unsuccessful Munich Beer Hall Putsch led by Hitler; Hitler jailed and spends eight months in jail  

where he writes Mein Kampf. 
1924 Lenin dies; struggle for power between Trotsky and Stalin. 
1928 Stalin begins Five Year Plan and collectivization of land among Kulaks. 
1929 Mussolini signs the Lateran pact with the Vatican; Wall Street crashes and cessation of U.S. loans to Europe. 
1930 Hitler and National Socialist Party win 107 seats in Reichstag elections. 
1931 Japan invades Manchuria, part of China. 
January 1933 President von Hindenburg accepts a cabinet with Hitler as chancellor. 
February 1933 Reichstag fire blamed on Communists. 
October 1933 Germany withdraws from the League of Nations. 
1933–1938 Stalin’s Purge Trials. 
1934 Death of President Hindenburg; chancellor becomes president but retains title “Der Fuhrer.” 
1935 Hitler passes the Nuremberg Laws, depriving Jews of their citizenship; Germany begins to rearm; Mussolini  

attacks Ethiopia. 
1936–1939 Spanish Civil War; Hitler and Mussolini support General Franco, a Fascist; Franco wins and stays in  

power until death in 1975. 
1936 Formation of Rome-Berlin Axis. 
1938 Munich Conference & Pablo Picasso paints Guernica. 
1939 Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact is signed. 
September 1939 Germany invades Poland.  
 

Chronology World War II 
 

When World War II began in 1939, there was little enthusiasm, not even a noble slogan about 
the glory of war. Many saw the war as a continuation of the problems created in World War I. 
Dissatisfaction with the Versailles Treaty, the War Guilt Clause, the question of protection, problems 
created by new nationalist states, and the failure of collective security all contributed to the start of 
World War II. The Axis Powers (Germany, Italy, and Japan) pursued aggressive actions to redress 
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perceived inequities that arose out of World War I. In 1936, the Italian leader Mussolini gave a speech in 
which he referred to a vertical line between Rome and Berlin as “an axis around which all European 
states” could collaborate. This treaty of friendship between Germany and Italy was later extended to 
Japan by the Tripartite Treaty of 1940. At first, democratic nations, such as the United States, England, 
and France chose to follow a policy of appeasement. But when that course of action failed to stop 
Germany from invading Poland, World War II began. Unlike World War I, which was fought primarily in 
Europe, World War II was truly a global war in that it was fought in all the major areas of the world, 
except for the Americas. Initially, the Axis powers were victorious, but the entry of the United States and 
the failure of the German invasion of the Soviet Union changed the tide in favor of the Allies— 
England, France, the United States, and the Soviet Union. 
 
The war was one of the most devastating conflicts in history. New mechanized warfare and advanced 
technology made it even more damaging and destructive than World War I. Civilian populations also felt 
the war’s full effects: Cities were bombed by saturation bombing, or fire bombing, such as used in 
Dresden and in Hamburg, Germany. The use of the atomic bomb over Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan 
(World War II ushered in the Atomic Age) demonstrated the horrors of nuclear war and modern 
technology. The aftereffects of the war were massive. There were enormous losses of lives and 
properties. Over 75 million people were killed worldwide and civilian deaths reached record numbers. 
Germany’s defeat also exposed the horrors of the Nazi’s policy of genocide that had led to the Holocaust 
and the deaths of millions of people. World War II accelerated the decline of Britain and France as major 
powers, and the United States and Russia emerged as the two superpowers. Although the United States 
and Russia were Allies in the war, they were strange bedfellows. The fear of the spread of Communism 
eventually led to the ideological conflict of the Cold War that dominated international relations for the 
latter half of the twentieth century. 

 
Chronology of World War II 

September 1, 1939 World War II begins; Germany invades Poland 

1940 Germany conquers Norway, Denmark, Netherlands, Luxembourg, and France; Battle of Britain 

1941 United States adopts Lend-Lease Act; Germany invades Russia; Soviet Union signs a 

Non-Aggression Pact with Japan; Japan bombs Pearl Harbor 

1942 Battle of Midway; Battle of Stalingrad—German offensive stopped 

1943 Casablanca Conference; Allied Forces take Sicily; Teheran Conference—First meeting of Big Three 

1944 D-Day, June 6, at Normandy 

1945 Yalta Conference; VE Day, May 8, Germany surrenders; Potsdam Conference—First meeting of 

Stalin and Truman;    August 6—Atomic Bomb dropped on Hiroshima; September 2—VJ 

Day—Japanese surrender 
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 Joseph Stalin Benito Mussolini Adolf Hitler 

Background and 
Childhood 

 
Ex:  parents, schooling, 
personalities, friends, 
attitude, political desires 

●​ Peasant class 
●​ Abusive parents 
●​ Little education 
●​ bully 

●​ Considered a bully among his 
peers 

●​ Was jailed for criminal activity at 
a young age 

●​ Worked for a newspaper as an 
editor 

●​ Poor family in Austria 
●​ Abusive father 
●​ Failed at school 
●​ WWI veteran 

Economic Effects 
 
Ex:  jobs, infrastructure, 
industry, money, banks,  
 
 
 

●​ Five year plan-rapidly 
industrialize the Russian 
economy 

●​ Complete government control 
of all banks and industry 

●​ All Russian worked for the 
state 

●​ Economy rapidly expanded 
●​ Collectivization of farms 

●​ Drastically reduced 
unemployment 

●​ Controlled inflation 
●​ Created a corporate 

state-workers from different 
industries controlled that aspect 
of the economy 

●​ Drastically reduced 
unemployment 

●​ Controlled inflation 
●​ Rapidly expanded industry 
●​ Focused on building military 

Political Effects 
 
Ex:  Changes in 
Government, taxes, laws, 
military, foreign policy, 
rights, freedoms 
 
 
 

●​ Assumed control after Lenin’s 
death in 1924 

●​ Outlaws all other political 
parties 

●​ Government took total control 
over all aspects of the state 

●​ Rapidly expanded military 
●​ Took away all political rights 

and freedoms of the people 

●​ Became Prime Minister in 1922. 
●​ Shared power with the Italian 

King 

●​ Outlaws all other political parties 
●​ Rapidly expanded the military 

●​ Formed the Nazi Party 
●​ Became Chancellor of Germany 

in 1933 

●​ Outlawed all other political 
parties 

●​ Created laws that were unfair to 
the Jews 

●​ Rapidly expanded military 
●​ Went against the Treaty of 

Versailles 
Social Effects 
 
Ex.  Standard of Living, 
Social Classes, families, 
fear and influence of 
propaganda  

●​ Ended social classes 
●​ Strived for economic equality 

among all Russian citizens 

●​ Standard of living declined 
under communist rule 

●​ Used fear to motivate people 
to work instead of incentive 

●​ The Great Purge, many Russian 
were killed or kicked out 

●​ Many people went back to work 
and could make money 

●​ Standard of living increased 
●​ People were brainwashed by 

propaganda  

●​ Indoctrinated youth into military 
camps 

●​ Used fear to motivate people 

●​ Many people went back to work 
and made money 

●​ Killed or exiled communist 
sympathizers 

●​ Used huge propaganda methods 
to sway public opinion 

●​ Killed millions of Jews and other 
“non-desirables” 

●​ Standard of living increased 
●​ Used fear to motivate people 
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DBQ Prompt 

Evaluate the extent to which the weakness of the democratic defenders was the greatest cause of instability in the Weimar Republic 

 

 

 

 

Causes of Weimar​ ​ ​ ​ ​                Groupings in the docs common in instability  

1.​  

Weimar 
Instability by 1933 

1.​  
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