
Account Receivable 
Accounts receivable (AR) represents the money owed to a business by its 
customers for goods or services sold on credit. It's essentially a short-term 
asset on the company's balance sheet, reflecting the value of unpaid 
invoices. Efficient AR management is crucial for maintaining healthy cash flow 
and minimizing potential financial risks.  

 

Key aspects of Accounts Receivable: 

Credit Sales: 

Accounts receivable arises when a business provides goods or services to a customer 
and allows them to pay at a later date, typically within a specified timeframe (e.g., 30, 60 
days).  

Balance Sheet Asset: 

In accounting, accounts receivable is recorded as a current asset on the balance sheet 
because it is expected to be converted into cash within a year.  

Invoicing: 

The process often begins with the issuance of an invoice to the customer, detailing the 
goods or services provided and the amount due.  

 

●​ Collection: 

Businesses actively manage their accounts receivable through various methods, 
including sending reminders, following up on overdue payments, and potentially 
implementing late payment fees.  

●​ Impact on Cash Flow: 

Efficient management of accounts receivable directly impacts a company's cash 
flow. Prompt payments from customers ensure a steady stream of incoming 
cash, which can be used to cover expenses, pay suppliers, and reinvest in the 
business.  

●​ Potential Risks: 
If accounts receivable are not managed effectively, it can lead to issues such as: 

●​ Cash flow problems: Slow-paying or non-paying customers can disrupt a 
company's ability to meet its financial obligations.  



●​ Bad debts: Uncollectible accounts receivable can result in write-offs, 
impacting profitability.  

●​ Delayed growth: Difficulty in accessing funds due to slow payments can 
hinder a company's ability to expand or invest in new opportunities.  

In essence, accounts receivable is a vital part of a business's financial health, 
reflecting both the value of goods and services sold on credit and the 
effectiveness of the company's credit and collection policies.  

 

 


