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EDUCATION

10/2013-10/2019 Ph.D. in Social Sciences, University of Warsaw, Poland.

09/2013 M.A. in Psychology, University of Warsaw, Poland.

10/2012-02/2013 Visiting Student in the Department of Psychology, University of Cologne,
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04/2012 B.A. in German Philology, University of Warsaw, Poland.

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

2021-present Assistant Professor, SWPS University in Warsaw, Poland.

2020-2021 Postdoctoral Fellow, National Science Center OPUS research grant Social
grammar model: The analysis of the mechanisms of behavior (P1: Magdalena
Formanowicz, Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun, Poland and SWPS
University in Warsaw, Poland).

2013-2019 Doctoral Candidate, Faculty of Psychology, University of Warsaw, Poland:

e Team Coordinator, Equal Opportunity Committee.

e Junior Researcher, Polish National Science Center and German Research
Foundation Beethoven research grant Motivated history: Representations
of groups’ history as a function of current motivations (P1: Michat Bilewicz,
University of Warsaw and Immo Fritsche, University of Leipzig).

e Junior Investigator, COST Action 1S1205 project Social psychological
dynamics of historical representations in the enlarged European Union
(PI: Laurent Licata, Universite Libre de Bruxelles).

e Investigator, Polish National Science Center SONATA research grant
Representations of the past as preconditions of intergroup contact (PI:
Michat Bilewicz, University of Warsaw).

e Junior Investigator, Polish Ministry of Science and Higher Education
IUVENTUS Plus research grant Past and reconciliation: The role of basic
psychological needs and intergroup emotions(P1: Michat Bilewicz,
University of Warsaw).

RESEARCH STAYS

2021 Visiting Scholar, Department of Psychology, University of Padua.
2019 Visiting Scholar, Department of Social and Legal Psychology, University of Mainz.
2012-2013 Visiting Junior Scholar, Department of Psychology, University of Cologne.

AWARDS, GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

2025 National Science Center OPUS Research Grant Agency in language and
self-esteem: Correlational and experimental studies based on social media
communication, self-description, free thought recording, and social messaging.
Total funding: PLN 1,686,767 (= $421,692).

2024 Award for Highly Rated Academic Teachers at the SWPS University.

2022 National Science Center OPUS Research Grant The link between linguistic agency
and mood (project website, project website). Total funding: PLN 781,393 (=
$195,350).

2018 Polish National Science Center ETIUDA doctoral scholarship including a scientific
internship at the University of Mainz. Total funding: PLN 83,676 (= $20,919)

2014-2015 Short-term Scientific Missions (STSM), European Cooperation in Science and

Technology (COST ACTION): two subsistence and travel grants for research stays
at the Social Cognition Center Cologne, Germany.
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2014 Charaktery Magazine - Jan Jézef Lipski Award for M.A. Thesis.

2012 Subsistence and Travel Grant of Association for Science and Culture in Central and
Eastern Europe (GFPS) for project Families of Migrant Origin in Germany:
Integration in a Systemic Family Therapy Framework including a research stay in
Social Cognition Cologne Centre, Germany.
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depressive symptoms on social media. Depression & Anxiety. Preprint:
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Witkowska, M., Suitner, C., Dotzycka, J., Roessel, J., Maass, A., & Formanowicz, M. (in press). At the
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syntactic classification tasks. Journal of Language and Social Psychology. Preprint:
https://osf.io/preprints/osf/t8wgn v2
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of a text’s action orientation and persuasiveness. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin.
Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1177/01461672241238418

Szabd, Z. P., Witkowska, M., & Szekeres, H. (2023). When and why moral exemplars fail to motivate
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Sanford, M., Witkowska, M., Gifford, R., & Formanowicz, M. (2023). Emotional framing in online
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Bilewicz, M., Stefaniak, A., Witkowska, M., & Hansen, K. (2017). Language of responsibility. The
influence of linguistic abstraction on collective moral emotions. Psychology of Language and
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Bilewicz, M., Witkowska, M., Stefaniak, A., Imhoff, R. (2017). The lay historian explains intergroup
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historical attributions. Memory Studies, 10(3), 310-322.
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Cichocka, A., Bilewicz, M., Jost, J., Marrouch, N., & Witkowska, M. (2016). On the grammar of
politics—or why conservatives prefer nouns. Political Psychology, 37(6), 799-815.
h : i.org/10.1111 12327

Witkowska, M., & Bilewicz, M. (2014). Czy prawda nas wyzwoli? Przetamywanie oporu
psychologicznego w przyjmowaniu wiedzy o Holocauscie. [Will the truth set us free? Breaking
the resistance in education about the Holocaust]. Zagfada Zydéw. Studia i materialy
[Holocaust Studies and Materials], 10, 514-532. https://doi.org/10.32927/Z7SiM.549

Witkowska, M., Stefaniak, A., & Bilewicz, M. (2014). Stracone szanse. Wptyw polskiej edukacji
0 Zagtadzie na postawy wobec Zydéw. [Lost Chances. The influence of Polish Education about
Holocaust on attitudes towards Jews]. Psychologia Wychowawcza [Educational Psychology], 5,
147-159.
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Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., Cehaji¢-Clancy, M. (2023). Interventions based on moral exemplars.
In.: E. Halperin, B. Hameiri i R. Littman (ed.), Psychological intergroup interventions:
Evidence-based approaches to resolve intergroup conflict (pp. 126-135). Routledge.

Witkowska, M., Filippi, S., Formanowicz, M., Suitner, C. (2023), Sociophonetics and language
prejudice. In.: C. Strelluf (ed.) Routledge handbook of sociophonetics (pp.342-364).
Routledge.

Bilewicz, M., Witkowska, M., Frische, 1., Barth, M., & Babinska, M. (2019). Motivated histories: How
visions of national past reflect human motivations in Poland and Germany. In: S. Mukherjee,
P.S. Salter (Eds.), History and collective memory from the margins: A global perspective
(pp. 167-188). Nova Science Publishers Inc.
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Remembering the Holocaust in educational settings (pp. 159-173). Routledge.
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- wyniki Polskiego Sondazu Uprzedzen 2017 [Intergroup contact and social distance: The
results of the Polish Prejudice Survey 2017]. In: A. Stefaniak, & M. Winiewski (Eds.),
Uprzedzenia w Polsce 2017. Oblicza przemocy miedzygrupowej [Prejudice in Poland 2: The
face of intergroup violence] (pp. 253-280). Liberi Libri.

Bilewicz, M., Witkowska, M., Stubig, S., Beneda, M., & Imhoff, R. (2017) How to teach about the
Holocaust? Psychological obstacles in historical education in Poland and Germany. In: C.
Psaltis, M. Carretero, & S. Cehaji¢-Clancy (Eds.), History education and conflict
transformation: Social psychological theories, history teaching and reconciliation (pp.
169-201). Palgrave Macmillan.

Bilewicz, M., Stefaniak, A., & Witkowska, M. (2015). Ethnicization of responsibility:Psychological
aspects of defective codes of memory. In: A. Nowak-Far, & L. Zamecki (Eds.), Defective codes
of memory: How the memory of international crimes is distorted in
public discourse (pp. 67-82). Wydawnictwo Wydziatu Dziennikarstwa i Nauk
Politycznych Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego. [in English, Polish, and German].

Stefaniak, A., & Witkowska, M. (2015). Spoteczne kontakty Polakdéw, czyli czy znamy ludzi innych
niz my sami i czy chcemy ich poznawac [Social contacts of ethnic Poles: Do we know people
different from ourselves and do we want to get to know them?]. In: A. Stefaniak, M.
Winiewski,& M. Bilewicz (Eds.), Uprzedzenia w Polsce [Prejudice in Poland] (pp. 99-124).
Liberi Libri.

Winiewski, M., Witkowska, M., & Bilewicz, M. (2015). Uprzedzenia wobec Romdéw w Polsce. In: A.
Stefaniak, M. Wisniewski, & M. Bilewicz (Eds.), Uprzedzenia w Polsce [Prejudice in Poland]
(pp. 65-87). Warsaw: Liberi Libri.

Bilewicz, M., Stefaniak, A., & Witkowska, M. (2013). Polish youth confronting jewish past:
Antagonistic history and pathways to reconciliation. In: J. Kurczewski (Eds.), Reconciliation in
the Bloodlands (pp. 97-112). Peter Lang.
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Action Proneness. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Polish Social Psychological Society,
Warsaw, Poland.

Witkowska, M., & Beneda, M. (2025, July). The Language of Mental Health: Linguistic Agency as a
Marker of Sense of Agency and Positive Mood. The Annual Meeting of the International
Society of Political Psychology, Prague, Czech Republic.

Witkowska, M., Beneda, M., Arslan, S., & Erseghe, T. (2024, September). The role of linguistic
agency in detecting depression symptoms. The 2024 Annual Meeting of the Polish Social
Psychological Society, Katowice, Poland.

Witkowska M., Beneda, M., Formanowicz M., Suitner C., Arslan S., & Erseghe T. (2024, July). One
step further in linguistic detection of depression on social media: Exploring the role of
linguistic agency. The International Society of Political Psychology Annual Meeting, Santiago,
Chile.

Witkowska, M., Beneda, M., Nikadon, J., Formanowicz, M., Suitner, C., & Casara, B.G.S. (2023,
July). Riot like a girl? Gender-stereotypical associations boost support for feminist online
campaigns. International Society of Political Psychology Annual Meeting, Montreal, Canada.

Beneda, M., Witkowska, M., Nikadon, J., Suitner, C., Casara, B.G.S., & Formanowicz, M. (2023, July).
Riot like a girl? Gender-stereotypical associations boost support for online feminist campaigns.
19th General Meeting of European Association of Social Psychology, Krakow, Poland.

Formanowicz, M., Beneda, M., Witkowska , M., Nikadon, J., & Suitner, C. (2023, July). Encourage is
a verb. The use of agentic cues increases text concreteness and persuasiveness among
authors and readers alike. 19th General Meeting of European Association of Social Psychology,
Krakow, Poland.

Witkowska, M., Suitner, C., Dotzycka, J., & Formanowicz, M. (2023, July). The Grammar of
persuasion: Nouns versus other grammatical forms as subtle linguistic cues to start or inhibit
behavior—a meta-analytic review. General Meeting of the European Association of Social
Psychology, Krakow, Poland.

Formanowicz, M., Witkowska, M., Beneda, M., Nikadon, J., & Suitner, C. (2022, August). Examining
linguistic devices used in persuasive appeals. Transfer of Knowledge Conference (ESCON).
Milan, Italy.

Witkowska M., Formanowicz, M., & Bettinsoli, M.L., (2022, July). Success increases agency ratings
and decreases dehumanization. Consequences for group perception. International Society of
Political Psychology Annual Meeting, Athens, Greece.

Sanford, M., Witkowska, M., & Formanowicz, M. (2022, June). A psychometric analysis of climate
change activists and deniers on Twitter. The 17th International Conference on Language and
Social Psychology. Online.

Witkowska, M., Suitner, C., Dofzycka, J., & Formanowicz, M. (2022, June). Words that set us in
motion: Nouns versus other grammatical forms as linguistic cues for behavior — A
meta-analytic review. The 17th International Conference on Language and Social Psychology,
Online.

Formanowicz, M., Bettinsoli, M.L., & Witkowska M., & Urbanoviciute G. (2022, April). EASP Meeting
on Dehumanization: Celebrating 20 Years of Empirical Research, Tenerife, Spain.

Beneda, M., Formanowicz, M., Witkowska, M., Nikadon, J., & Suitner, C. (2022, June). How do
people mobilize others? The role of linguistic agency in promoting collective action goals.
Interdisciplinary Small Group Meeting on Language and Social
Cognition, Sopot, Poland.

Piotrowska. M., Witkowska. M., & Formanowicz. M. (2022, June). Increasing perceived effectiveness
of public awareness campaigns through agentic grammar. Interdisciplinary Small Group
Meeting on Language and Social Cognition, Sopot, Poland.

Sanford, M., Witkowska, M., & Formanowicz, M. (2022, June). A psychometric analysis of climate
change activists and deniers on Twitter. Interdisciplinary Small Group
Meeting on Language and Social Cognition, Sopot, Poland.

Witkowska, M., Suitner, C., Dotzycka, J., & Formanowicz, M. (2022, June). Words that set us in
motion: Nouns versus other grammatical forms as linguistic cues for behavior — A
meta-analytic review. Interdisciplinary Small Group Meeting on Language and Social
Cognition, Sopot, Poland.

Witkowska, M., Nikadon, J, Formanowicz, M., Suitner, C., & Casara, B.G.S. (2021, July). The
lysistrata effect: What do #metoo and #sexstrike campaigns tell us about agency?
International Society of Political Psychology Annual Meeting. Online.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., Beneda, M., & Cehaji¢-Clancy, S.(2018, September): How (not) to talk
about the Righteous? What we have learned from research in Poland, Turkey and Armenia.
15th Annual Meeting of the Polish Society for Social Psychology,

Lublin, Poland.



Witkowska, M., & Bilewicz, M. (2018, September): Research on collective memory - international
perspective. Paper presented at the 1st Memory Studies Poland conference, Krakow, Poland.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., & Imhoff, R. (2018, March): Judeo-Communism stereotype - does it
really exist? Winter Seminar in Social Cognition & Intergroup
Relations, Poronin, Poland.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., Pantazi, M, Gkinopoulos, & Klein, O. (2017, July): Historia magistra
vitae? The impact of historical victimhood on current conspiracy beliefs and outgroup
derogation. 18th General Meeting of European Association of Social Psychology, Granada,
Spain.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., Pantazi, M, Gkinopoulos, & Klein, O. (2016, September): Historia est
Magistra Vitae? The impact of collective victimhood on conspiracy theories. 13th Annual
Meeting of the Polish Society for Social Psychology, Wroclaw, Poland.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., & Cehaji¢-Clancy, S. (2016, September). Fostering intergroup contact
after historical atrocities. A moral-exemplars-based approach. 50th Conference of the German
Society for Psychology, Leipzig, Germany.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., Pantazi, M, Gkinopoulos, & Klein, O. (2016, July): Historia est magistra
vitae? The impact of historical victimhood on current conspiracy beliefs. Cost Action 1S1205
Conference: Agents through time: How do people make history?, University of Limerick,
Ireland.

Bilewicz, M., Imhoff, R., Witkowska, M., & Stefaniak, A. (2016, July): Defensive historical
attribution: Based on cognitive preferences or group based motives? Annual Meeting of
International Society of Social Psychology, Warsaw, Poland.

Witkowska, M., & Imhoff, R. (2015, September): Put your money where your mouth is. The impact
of reminding of ingroup wrongdoing on helping behavior. 12th Annual Meeting of the Polish
Society for Social Psychology, Lodz, Poland.

Witkowska, M., & Imhoff, R. (2015, July): Put your money where your mouth is. The impact of
reminding of ingroup wrongdoing on helping behavior. So-Doc-Meeting of the Branch for
Social Psychology of the German Society for Psychology, Mlinster, Germany.

Bilewicz, M., Witkowska, M., Stefaniak, A., & Imhoff, R. (2015, April): Attributions of ingroup
perpetratorship: cognitive and identity-based mechanisms. Cost Action IS1205 Conference:
Social Representation of History Conference, Pecs, Hungary.

Bilewicz, M., Witkowska, M., Beneda, M., & Cehaji¢, S. (2014, December): Moral exemplars: positive
and negative aspects. Cost Action IS 1205 workgroup meeting: The roles of lay
representations of history and group-based emotions in inter-group conflict
and reconciliation processes, Canterbury, UK.

Bilewicz, M., (v:ehajic', S., Witkowska, M., & Gawinkowska, M. (2014, lJuly): Moral exemplars in
reconciliation: evidence from four cultural contexts. 22nd International Congress of
International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology, Reims, France.

Bilewicz, M., Witkowska, M., & Stefaniak, A. (2014, luly): Attributions of negative intergroup
history: Cognitive and identity based mechanism. 17th General Meeting European Association
of Social Psychology, Amsterdam, Holland.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., Olechowski, M., & Imhoff, R. (2014, July): Functions of Judeo-
communism stereotype. Responsibility displacement in dealing with threatening in-group
past. Annual Meeting of International Society of Social Psychology,

Rome, Italy.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., & Stefaniak, A. (2014, June): Making sense of incompatible behavior.
Cognitive and motivational bias of attribution processes. 5th Tajfel Seminar Social Identities in
Conflict, Warsaw, Poland.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., Imhoff, R., & Olechowski, M.(2014, May): Displacement of
responsibility as a mechanism for dealing with a threatening in-group past in Eastern Europe.
Cost Action IS 1205 workgroup meeting: The roles of lay representations of history and
group-based emotions in inter-group conflict and reconciliation processes, Nicosia, Cyprus.

Witkowska, M., Bilewicz, M., & Stefaniak, A. (2014, March): Attribution biases in intergroup history.
Winter Seminar in Social Cognition, Gliczarow, Poland.

Cichocka, A., Bilewicz, M., Jost, ].T., Marrouch, N., & Witkowska, M. (2014, February): On the
grammar of politics - Or why conservatists prefer nouns. Political Psychology Preconference
of the 15th Annual Meeting of Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Austin, Texas.

Witkowska, M., & Bilewicz, M. (2014, February): School as a group identity’s tool. The role of
history education in creating social representations of Holocaust. 15th Annual Meeting of
the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Austin, Texas.

Witkowska, M., Olechowski, M., Bilewicz, M., & Imhoff, R. (2013, October): Communism - Polish or
Jewish? The role of judeo-communism stereotype in dealing with threatening in-group past



in Eastern Europe. Cost Action IS 1205 workgroup meeting: The roles of lay representations
of history and group-based emotions in inter-group conflict and reconciliation processes,
Rome, Italy.

Witkowska, M., & Bilewicz, M. (2013, September): Komunizm polski, komunizm ZzZydowski. Rola
mitu zydokomuny w zmaganiach z zagrazajaca przesztosciq grupy wtasnej [Poles and Jews in
communism: The role of judeo-communism prejudice in dealing with threatening in-group
Past]. 10th Annual Meeting of the Polish Society for Social Psychology,

Krakow, Poland.

Witkowska, M., & Bilewicz, M. (2013, June): Is history more than facts? The impact of school
education and attitudes on representations of history. 4th Tajfel Seminar, Warsaw,
Poland.

Witkowska, M. (2012, May): Zywa Biblioteka a hipoteza kontaktu - psychologia spoteczna w
praktyce [Human Library and Contact Hypothesis: Social Psychology in Practice]. Annual
all-Poland Conference: The Young Psychology, Warsaw, Poland.

Witkowska, M. (2012, February): Migrantenfamilien in Deutschland - Bericht (iber qualitative
Sozialforschung. [Families of Immigrant Origin in Germany - results of a qualitative research
project]; Association for Science and Culture in Central and Eastern Europe Seminar,

Szczecin, Poland.

INVITED TALKS

2025 Metasemantic functions of grammar in action and persuasiveness, Research Seminar,
School of Psychology & Neuroscience, University of St Andrews, UK.

2021 Motivated history: Biased perception of history, Social Perception Conduct Language Lab,
University of Padova, Italy.

2019 Research on discrimination, Vade Mecum association, Radom, Poland.

2019 Psychology of prejudice, University of Warsaw Library, Warsaw, Poland.

2017 The perception of migrants in Poland, German Educational Institute of Trade Unions, Warsaw,
Poland.

2015 How to teach about the Holocaust?, Jewish Museum Galicia, Cracow, Poland.

2014  Psychology of the Holocaust?, Jewish Center, Oswiecim (Auschwitz), Poland.

PROFESSIONAL AND INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE

2024-present  Member of the SWPS University Senate.
2021-2022 Consulting editor of the European Journal of Social Psychology.

2019-present  Ad hoc reviewer for Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, Journal of Pacific
Rim Psychology, European Journal of Social Psychology, Journal of Social and
Political Psychology, Conflict Resolution Quarterly, PLOS ONE; Journal of Language
and Social Psychology, Psychology of Language and Communication, Zeitschrift fir
Psychologie, Social Psychological Bulletin.

2011-2012 Member of the Unit for Teaching Quality Provision, University of Warsaw.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE AND POPULARIZATION OF SCIENCE

e Courses at the SWPS University, Warsaw (2024-2025 - Psychology of health-related behavior,
lecture; 2022-2024 - Contemporary challenges of social psychology, lecture and workshop;
2019-2023 - Power and politics, workshop; 2021/2022 - Gender psychology: Women's image,
workshop).

e Courses at the University of Warsaw (2016-2018 - Statistics/Computer-assisted statistics,
workshop; 2015-2018 - Intergroup relations - Advanced course, seminar, 2015/2016 -
Psychology of stereotypes and prejudices, lecture, 2014/2016 - Social psychology, workshop).

e Authorship of materials and coordination of the first edition of the interactive anti-discrimination
e-course Course for equality at the University of Warsaw (2018/2019).

e Authorship of the Anti-Discrimination Guide for Employees and Students at the University of
Warsaw (first edition 2017; second edition 2022).

e Authorship of popular-science materials for high school students Social Psychology in School (as
a part of the program at the Radom Scientific Society, 2019).

ORGANIZATION OF CONFERENCES AND RELATED EVENTS




International

2022 Interdisciplinary small group meeting on language and social cognition, Sopot,
Poland.

2018 From conflict to dialogue? Learning the lessons of the Polish Roundtable, Warsaw,
Poland.

2015 Rethinking the obedience to authority, Warsaw, Poland

2012 European Association of Social Psychology, Small group meeting: On control
experience, power and intergroups relations, Kazimierz Dolny, Poland.

Domestic

2015 2nd Edition of anti discrimination-intervention Human Library, Radom, Poland.

2014 11. Annual meeting of the Polish Society of Social Psychology, Warsaw, Poland.

2011 1st Edition of anti discrimination-intervention Human Library, Radom, Poland,

2010/11 2nd and 3rd Tajfel Seminar, Warsaw, Poland.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (SELECTED)

ECPR Summer School in Methods and Techniques: Introduction to structural equation modelling
in AMOS, Hungary.

Global School in Empirical Research Methods: Structural equation models II - Advanced Methods,
Switzerland.

Swiss Summer School: Multilevel analysis, Switzerland.

GESIS Summer School: Questionnaire design, Germany.

Lab Masters in Warsaw: Advanced statistics in R, Poland.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

European Association of Social Psychology

International Association of Language and Social Psychology
International Society of Political Psychology

Polish Social Psychological Society

Polish Association for Cognitive and Behavioural Therapy

LANGUAGE SKILLS

English, Proficient (speaking and writing)
German, Proficient (speaking and writing, Bachelor in German Philology)
Polish, Native (speaking and writing)



