
Arturia DrumBrute Impact vs Roland 
TR-6S Drum Machine: Specs, Pros & 
Cons 
Meta Description: Compare the Arturia DrumBrute Impact vs Roland TR-6S drum 
machines. Discover which synthesis approach suits your style with our expert breakdown. 

Alt text: Roland TR-6S. 

Key Takeaways 

●​ The Arturia DrumBrute Impact delivers 10 punchy analog drum sounds with real 
analog circuits, while the Roland TR-6S uses ACB modeling to recreate the 808, 909, 
707, and 606 alongside FM synthesis and sample playback. 

●​ The Arturia DrumBrute Impact features per-instrument "Color" sound shapers and 
output distortion for aggressive tonal variation. 

●​ The Roland TR-6S offers comprehensive effects, including compression, EQ, reverb, 
delay, and modulation. 



●​ The Roland TR-6S provides 6 tracks with sub-steps, motion recording, and USB 
audio/MIDI interface capabilities, while the Arturia DrumBrute delivers 64 patterns 
with polyrhythm support, looper, roller, and randomness controls. 

●​ Shop both drum machines at Sam Ash with expert guidance, flexible financing 
options, 45-day returns, and free shipping on orders over $49.99. 

Arturia DrumBrute Impact vs Roland TR-6S Drum 
Machine: An Overview  
The drum machine industry divides along a fundamental question: do you want the raw 
character of real analog circuits, or the faithful recreation of instruments that defined entire 
genres? The Arturia DrumBrute Impact and Roland TR-6S answer this question differently. 

The DrumBrute Impact generates its sounds through actual analog circuitry; electrons 
moving through physical components create each kick, snare, and hi-hat. This approach 
delivers organic warmth, unpredictable character, and the satisfying knowledge that no two 
hits are mathematically identical.  

The TR-6S uses Roland's proprietary ACB (Analog Circuit Behavior) modeling to digitally 
recreate the exact behavior of legendary machines like the 808 and 909, then expands 
possibilities with FM synthesis and sample playback. 

In this comparison, we'll examine what each drum machine offers, explore their sonic 
characteristics and workflow differences, and help you determine which approach serves 
your creative vision. 

Sam Ash: 100 Years of Music Expertise, Now Online 
Your Trusted Music Store Is Back – Stronger Than Ever 
 

 
 
Perfect Gear for Every Musician: 

●​ Electronic Drums: Complete selection from beginner-friendly kits to professional 
studio setups. Get the authentic acoustic feel with modern convenience – perfect 
for home practice and recording. 

https://www.samash.com/drum-machines
https://www.samash.com/shop
https://www.samash.com/drums-and-percussion


●​ Digital Pianos & Stage Keyboards: Portable alternatives to premium acoustic 
pianos without sacrificing sound quality. Ideal for home players, live performers, 
and studio work. 

●​ Synthesizers & Music Production: A full range of analog and digital synths, 
grooveboxes, and production gear for beat-making, sound design, and studio 
sessions. 

●​ Professional Recording Gear: Everything you need for your home studio setup, 
from interfaces to monitors, backed by expert consultation for high-value 
purchases. 

 
Why Musicians Choose Sam Ash: 
✓ Family-owned U.S.A. 100-year legacy of music expertise​
✓ Personalized service and help from fellow pro musicians​
✓ Multiple financing options: 0% interest financing, no-credit financing, buy-now-pay-later​
✓ Large selection from the best brands in music and sound 
✓ Fast, free shipping on 1000s of items within the USA 
✓ Famous flash sales and mega deals 
 
Get Expert Guidance: 
Whether you're a savvy musician seeking confirmation or a beginner needing guidance, 
our Gear Expert Team helps ensure you make the right choice for your music and budget. 
From bedroom producers to professional studios – we've got your sound covered. 
 
SHOP SAM ASH NOW → 

Arturia DrumBrute Impact Specs: Pure Analog Power 

https://www.samash.com/pianos-keyboards
https://www.samash.com/dj-production
https://www.samash.com/recording
https://www.samash.com/


Caption: The DrumBrute sound emerges from real analog circuits, delivering the organic 
punch and character that digital synthesis approximates but never quite captures. 

Alt text: Arturia DrumBrute Impact analog drum machine. 

10 Analog Drum Sounds 

The Arturia DrumBrute Impact's voice selection emphasizes high-energy punch through real 
analog circuits. The kick delivers chest-pounding low end. Two distinct snare voices provide 
face-slapping crack. High and low toms offer punchy analog character.  

The cymbal produces zingy metallic crash. Closed and open hi-hats deliver searing hat 
sounds. An FM drum voice creates massive synthetic percussion. The cowbell rounds out 
the classic analog toolkit. 

"Color" Sound Shapers 

Per-instrument tonal control sets the Impact apart from competitors. Each voice includes a 
dedicated Color control that boosts harmonic content, adds drive, snap, or crack depending 
on the sound.  

One button per instrument enables instant variation without menu diving. You can create 
automated Color sequences that evolve throughout patterns, generating unique textures 
through simple, immediate control. 

Output Distortion 

https://www.samash.com/arturia-drumbrute-impact-analog-drum-machine-a561101xx-p


When clean isn't enough, a dedicated distortion circuit adds drum-optimized crunch to the 
entire output. Add filth when the track demands aggression, bypass when you need clarity. 
This analog warmth and grit live in the circuit, not in digital processing. 

Powerful Sequencer 

The sequencer inherits DrumBrute's acclaimed architecture with 64 patterns holding up to 64 
steps each. True polyrhythm support lets you set unique pattern lengths per instrument, 
creating evolving relationships between voices. Step-sequence patterns directly or record 
finger-drumming performances in real time. The workflow remains simple, fun, and intuitive 
throughout. 

Performance Controls 

Real-time manipulation tools transform the Impact into a live performance instrument. The 
looper provides glitchy beat-repeat breakdowns via touch strip. The roller adds 
per-instrument drum fills on demand. A dedicated randomness knob introduces 
unpredictable variations that keep patterns evolving. Swing applies globally or per-drum for 
nuanced groove control. 

Song Mode 

Build complete arrangements by chaining up to 16 patterns per song. Save up to 16 songs 
for full sets and live performances that flow seamlessly between sections. 

Hands-On Design Philosophy 
The Impact eliminates screens and sub-menus entirely. Every function remains accessible 
from the panel without computer dependency. The tactile, immediate workflow lets you 
connect and jam with any gear from the moment you power on. 

Pros & Cons of Arturia DrumBrute Impact 

Pros 

The DrumBrute Impact delivers real analog drum sounds generated by actual circuits rather 
than digital modeling. Per-instrument Color sound shapers provide instant tonal variation 
without menu navigation. Dedicated output distortion adds analog grit when needed.  

True polyrhythm support with independent lengths per instrument creates complex evolving 
patterns. Performance tools, including the looper, roller, and randomness knob, optimize live 
manipulation. The hands-on design philosophy eliminates screens and sub-menus entirely. It 
is more budget-friendly than the TR-6S at $155 less. 

Cons 

The DrumBrute Impact cannot import samples: what you hear comes exclusively from its 10 
analog circuits. No FM synthesis limits sound design to the analog palette. No USB audio 



interface capability requires separate recording equipment. No battery power means AC 
dependency limits portability. No software editor means all programming happens on the 
hardware itself. The focused analog approach may feel limiting for producers wanting 
vintage Roland sounds or maximum versatility. 

Roland TR-6S: Legendary Sounds in Portable Form 

Caption: The TR-6S condenses Roland's drum machine legacy into a compact, 
battery-powered format.  

Alt text: Roland TR-6S Rhythm Performer.  

ACB Recreations of Legendary Machines 

Roland's proprietary ACB modeling delivers authentic recreations of the instruments that 
defined electronic music. The TR-808 provides the foundation of hip-hop and electronic 
genres. The TR-909 delivers the sound of house and techno.  

The TR-707 offers classic digital drum character. The TR-606 recreates the portable analog 
companion to the TB-303. These aren't samples or approximations—ACB models the actual 
circuit behavior, creating instruments that respond and sound like the originals with fully 
adjustable parameters. 

FM Synthesis Engine 

Beyond vintage recreation, the TR-6S includes futuristic FM drum tones that create sounds 
impossible with analog circuits. This engine expands far beyond the TR legacy, generating 
unique metallic and harmonic textures that complement the ACB voices. 

https://www.samash.com/roland-tr-6s-rhythm-performer-rhythm-machine-rtr6sxxxx-p


Sample Library and Import 

Hybrid kit creation becomes possible through an extensive, curated preset sample library 
alongside custom sample import capability. Mix ACB drums with samples and FM synthesis 
to create exotic, personalized kits that blend eras and technologies. 

6-Track Sequencer 

Modern sequencing capabilities include the classic TR-REC step sequencer workflow 
alongside real-time recording. Sub-steps create ratcheted, rolling parts that add complexity. 
Motion recording captures parameter automation for filter sweeps and evolving textures. 
Rhythms move and breathe throughout patterns. 

Comprehensive Effects 

Professional sound shaping comes through compressors and EQ, lush reverb and delay, 
modulation effects, filters and LFOs, and creative effects that range from subtle polish to wild 
transformation. 

USB Audio/MIDI Interface 

Production integration happens through high-quality audio interface capability at 
96/48/44.1kHz with 24/16-bit resolution. MIDI over USB enables seamless DAW 
communication. Minimal setup, production, and direct recording eliminate the need for 
separate interface hardware. 

Battery-Powered Portability 

The Roland TR-6S is designed for mobile music production with its battery-powered 
operation and compact form factor. Its small footprint fits easily into space-constrained studio 
setups, while the portable design lets producers create beats anywhere without relying on 
wall power, making it ideal for travel, live performance, and flexible production workflows. 

TR-EDITOR Software 

Free companion application: 

●​ Fluid on-screen editing 
●​ Design and modify parameters 
●​ Organize patterns and kits 
●​ Librarian for sound management 
●​ Download via Roland Cloud Manager 

Pros & Cons of Roland TR-6S 

Pros 



The TR-6S delivers authentic 808, 909, 707, and 606 recreations through ACB modeling that 
captures actual circuit behavior. FM synthesis expands beyond vintage sounds into futuristic 
territory. Sample import enables hybrid kit creation, mixing eras and technologies.  

USB audio/MIDI interface capability eliminates the need for separate recording equipment, 
while battery power provides true portability. Motion recording and sub-steps add 
sequencing sophistication. Comprehensive effects polish sounds professionally. TR-EDITOR 
software enables detailed sound design on screen. 

Cons 

The TR-6S costs $155 more than the DrumBrute Impact. ACB modeling, while excellent, 
produces digital recreations rather than actual analog circuits. No dedicated performance 
tools like looper, roller, or randomness knob limit live manipulation options.  

The compact form factor may feel cramped for hands-on programming compared to the 
Impact's larger control surface. The broader feature set may overwhelm producers who 
simply want a focused analog character. 

Arturia DrumBrute Impact vs Roland TR-6S Drum 
Machine: Comparison Table 

Feature Arturia DrumBrute Impact Roland TR-6S 

Sam Ash Price $299.00 (save $50) $453.99 

MSRP $349.00 $453.99 

Price Difference $155 less — 

36-Month 
Financing 

$9/month $13/month 

Sound Engine Pure Analog ACB + FM + Samples 

Drum Sounds 10 analog 808, 909, 707, 606 + FM + 
samples 

Tracks 10 instruments 6 tracks 

Patterns 64 patterns (up to 64 steps) Multiple patterns 

Polyrhythm Yes (per-instrument lengths) Sub-steps available 

Sound Shaping "Color" per instrument Full parameter control 

Output Distortion Yes (dedicated) Via effects 



Effects Output distortion Comp, EQ, reverb, delay, mod, 
filters, LFO 

Looper Yes (beat-repeat) Step Loop 

Roller Yes (drum fills) No 

Randomness Yes (dedicated knob) No 

Swing Global and per-drum Yes 

Songs 16 songs (chain 16 patterns) Pattern chaining 

Sample Import No Yes 

FM Synthesis No Yes 

USB Audio/MIDI No Yes (96/48/44.1kHz) 

Battery Power No Yes 

Software Editor No TR-EDITOR (free) 

Why Choose Sam Ash for Your Drum Machine 
 

 
 
Caption: Backed by 100 years of music retail experience, we offer expert guidance, fast 
shipping, flexible financing options, and a 45-day return policy. 

Alt Text: Sam Ash Direct logo. 



At Sam Ash, our Gear Expert Team includes electronic music producers who understand the 
practical differences between true analog circuits and ACB modeling. Their real-world 
experience helps you evaluate how each approach affects workflow, tone, and sound 
design, making it easier to choose the drum machine that fits your production style. 

We also offer flexible financing options that make high-quality gear easier to afford. For 
example, the Arturia DrumBrute Impact is available from about $9 per month, and the 
Roland TR-6S from about $13 per month with 36-month financing. Orders over $49.99 
qualify for free shipping, and our 60-day price protection helps ensure you get the best 
value. 

If you are still deciding which drum machine suits your setup, our 45-day return policy gives 
you time to test it in your own production environment. As a family-owned music retailer with 
deep roots in the music community, we are committed to supporting musicians through 
expert guidance. Call us at 800-472-6274 or reach out through chat or email for personalized 
help. 

Shop our drum machine collection today!  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

What's the difference between analog and ACB? 

Analog in the DrumBrute Impact means sounds are generated by actual analog circuits, 
which are capacitors, resistors, and transistors, creating electrical signals. Each hit has 
subtle organic variation. ACB in the TR-6S is Roland's Analog Circuit Behavior modeling, 
which digitally recreates the exact circuit behavior of vintage instruments. It captures not just 
the sound but how the original circuits respond to parameter changes. 

Can the TR-6S sound exactly like an 808? 

Yes, that's ACB's purpose. Roland designed the technology to recreate the exact behavior of 
their vintage instruments, not approximate them. The TR-6S's 808 sounds respond and 
behave like the original hardware. 

Can I import samples into the DrumBrute Impact? 

No, the Impact is purely analog. What you hear comes from its 10 analog circuits. If you 
need a sample import, choose the TR-6S. 

Which is better for live performance? 

The DrumBrute Impact offers more dedicated performance tools: a looper for beat-repeat 
breakdowns, a roller for fills, and randomness for variation. The TR-6S offers motion 
recording and effects manipulation but fewer dedicated performance controls. 

Can I get both the DrumBrute Impact and TR-6S at Sam Ash? 

https://www.samash.com/
https://www.samash.com/payment-methods
https://www.samash.com/drum-machines


Yes, Sam Ash carries both drum machines. You can compare specifications on our website, 
and our electronic music specialists are available to demonstrate both units and help 
determine which approach matches your sonic vision. 

 

*Note: Pricing and/or product availability mentioned in this post are subject to change. 
Please check our website for current pricing and stock information before making a 
purchase. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.samash.com/drum-machines
https://www.samash.com/
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