
Summer Reading Assignments 
for 9th-12th Grade English 
Corvian Community School 

2025-2026 
Grade 9 

 
All 9th grade students will read Tune for Bears to Dance To, by Robert Cormier. Students should bring a hard 
copy of this novella to class on the first day. 
 
In addition, Honors 9 students are required to read  Lord of the Flies, Casebook Edition, by William Golding. 
Students must have a paper copy of this edition for use in class. Students do not need to read any of the essays 
included in this book. They only need to read the actual novel. They will read some of the essays during the 
school year. 
 
Grades 10-12 

 
Choose and read one of the books featured below. You must choose a book that you have not already read. 
Be sure to choose wisely. The worst way to select a book is based on length. Instead, consider the plot, setting, 
and writing style. Go to the library or bookstore and read the first couple of chapters of the books and see 
which ones grab your interest. Look up the books on Amazon, read the summaries, and view the first few 
pages. We have given you the opportunity to choose because we want you to enjoy your summer reading!  
 
In addition to the assignment above, students enrolled in any Honors English will have additional reading 
assignments. 
 
Assessment: You will take a test on your summer reading book(s) as early as the first week of school. You can 
prepare for this test by carefully reading and even annotating your text. Reading online study notes or watching 
film versions of the book will not prepare you for this test. The summer reading test will include multiple 
choice questions, speaker identification, and short answer questions. 
 
Ways to remember what you read: 

●​ Tell someone about the story. As you read, tell your sister, mom, grandfather--somebody--what is 
happening in the story and how you feel about the characters. Encourage them to ask you questions 
that start with the word, "Why?"  

●​ Start a reading club. Find several other students who want to read the same book. Set up a reading 
schedule and get together every week to discuss the chapters you have read.  

●​ Keep a reading journal. After you read a few chapters, write an entry in your journal. Summarizing the 
reading is a good idea, but go even further and predict what might happen next. Explain how you feel 
about the action and the characters. 

●​ Read aloud with a parent or friend.  
 
​A quick note to parents: All of the books on this list are college-prep and have wide appeal to teen readers. 
They have been chosen based on their literary and educational value; but be aware, there is some mature 
language, themes, and content in some of the works. Be sure to research the choices with your student so that 
you can help select the one that is most appropriate for him or her. 
 

 
Grade 10 
Select and read one of the following books. 

●​ I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou 
●​ Neverwhere, by Neil Gaiman 
●​ When I was Puerto Rican, by Esmeralda Santiago 
●​ Autobiography of a Face, by Lucy Grealy 
●​ Swimming to Antarctica, by Lynne Cox 
●​ A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, by Ishmael Beah 
●​ Girl in Translation, by Jean Kwok 
●​ Klara and the Sun, by Kazuo Ishiguro 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Tunes-Bears-Dance-Robert-Cormier/dp/0440219035/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2INN67ZDYFSO3&keywords=tunes+for+bears+to+dance+to&qid=1679579187&sprefix=%2Caps%2C300&sr=8-1
https://a.co/d/buHBqog
https://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Caged-Bird-Sings/dp/0345514408/ref=sr_1_1?crid=E1IKCEBHCTG3&keywords=i+know+why+the+caged+bird+sings&qid=1652658107&sprefix=i+know+why+the+caged+bird+sing%2Caps%2C79&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Neverwhere-Authors-Preferred-Neil-Gaiman/dp/0062476378/ref=monarch_sidesheet
https://www.amazon.com/When-Was-Puerto-Rican-Lawrence/dp/0306814528/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1SFD2KO4KC10J&keywords=when+I+was+puerto+rican&qid=1652658359&s=books&sprefix=when+i+was+puerto+rican%2Cstripbooks%2C81&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Autobiography-Face-Lucy-Grealy/dp/0544837398/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25I5LMSBG6VUB&keywords=autobiography+of+a+face&qid=1652658750&s=books&sprefix=autobiography+of+a+face%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Swimming-Antarctica-Tales-Long-Distance-Swimmer/dp/0156031302/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1REHFGCB86SOD&keywords=swimming+to+antarctica&qid=1652658248&sprefix=swimming+to+antarctica%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1
https://a.co/d/fu2YEVS
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Translation-Jean-Kwok/dp/1594485151/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QwY4f005Dyj1EVvue6p7isunC4mdhb2dRTNjcvXUNYrsG1G1RO-MAGeI9olp9WR6_0ohh7Ot2pVH62l2C3HLopZbbE34IiNpSReLllAvO18P52ybPjfaXWYucZlwz0PGjK_LzTjpW1EZVke-fzFHiQnVjksSlxcrAmhe_7hDmW3PNdFqG2xKuFyZ37xlOpCqT0txkOG5SFENMRYI08IBQv3xmiM5aveLv8QFQAsLN3c.UeBYyxiEUb3joENYjgECX8TFbJvuCT6qMoYoUXlgvkU&dib_tag=se&keywords=girl+in+translation&qid=1745426034&sr=8-1
https://a.co/d/7Rd28nJ


 
In addition, Honors 10 students are required to read 1984: 75th Anniversary, by George Orwell. Students 
must have a paper copy of this edition for use in class.  
 

 
Grade 11 
Select and read one of the following books. 

●​ I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou 
●​ Woman Warrior, by Maxine Hong Kingston 
●​ American Chica: Two Worlds, One Childhood, by Marie Arana 
●​ When I was Puerto Rican, by Esmeralda Santiago 
●​ Angela's Ashes, by Frank McCourt 
●​ Educated, by Tara Westover 
●​ The Other Wes Moore, by Wes Moore 
●​ Unlikely Disciple, by Kevin Roose 
●​ I'm Glad My Mom Died, by Jennette McCurdy 
●​ Klara and the Sun, by Kazuo Ishiguro 
●​ Girl in Translation, by Jean Kwok 
●​ Autobiography of a Face, by Lucy Grealy 

 
In addition, Honors 11 students are required to read Purple Hibiscus, by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

 
Grade 12 
Select and read one of the following books. 

●​ I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou 
●​ Woman Warrior, by Maxine Hong Kingston 
●​ American Chica: Two Worlds, One Childhood, by Marie Arana 
●​ Angela's Ashes, by Frank McCourt 
●​ Educated, by Tara Westover 
●​ Autobiography of a Face, by Lucy Grealy 
●​ Unlikely Disciple, by Kevin Roose 
●​ Smoke Gets in Your Eyes, by Caitlin Doughty 
●​ The Other Wes Moore, by Wes Moore 
●​ The Cat Who Saved Books, by Sosuke Natsukawa 
●​ The 57 Bus, by Dashka Slater  
●​ I'm Glad My Mom Died, by Jennette McCurdy 
●​ When I was Puerto Rican, by Esmeralda Santiago 
●​ Klara and the Sun, by Kazuo Ishiguro 
●​ Cat’s Cradle, by Kurt Vonnegut  
●​ Wuthering Heights, by Emily Brontë 
●​ Honors Students Extra Option: The Dark Descent of Elizabeth Frankenstein by Kiersten White 

 
In addition, Honors 12 students are required to read Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. Students must have a copy 
of this edition for use in class. 
 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
It's summer break. Why do I have to read?  
Reading--during any time of the year--can help you grow personally and academically. Here are five other 
terrific reasons for college-bound students to read during summer break:  

●​ It improves performance on standardized tests, like SAT and ACT. 
●​ It keeps students from losing what they've learned so they are ready to get back into the groove when 

school starts. 
●​ It gives students the opportunity to explore new points of view and to learn new things. 
●​ It prepares students for next year's English course. 
●​ It prepares students for college-level work which will require reading across all subjects. 

https://www.amazon.com/1984-Signet-Classics-George-Orwell/dp/0451524934
https://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Caged-Bird-Sings/dp/0345514408/ref=sr_1_1?crid=E1IKCEBHCTG3&keywords=i+know+why+the+caged+bird+sings&qid=1652658107&sprefix=i+know+why+the+caged+bird+sing%2Caps%2C79&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Woman-Warrior-Picador-Classic/dp/1447275225/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AQZC03N9MFRV&keywords=woman+warrior&qid=1652658502&s=books&sprefix=woman+warrior%2Cstripbooks%2C85&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/American-Chica-Two-Worlds-Childhood/dp/0385319630/ref=sr_1_1?crid=13WBRXJ6K6Q3F&keywords=american+chica&qid=1652658532&s=books&sprefix=american+chica+%2Cstripbooks%2C79&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/When-Was-Puerto-Rican-Lawrence/dp/0306814528/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1SFD2KO4KC10J&keywords=when+I+was+puerto+rican&qid=1652658359&s=books&sprefix=when+i+was+puerto+rican%2Cstripbooks%2C81&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Angelas-Ashes-Memoir-Frank-McCourt/dp/068484267X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1R5E03XR1XZKA&keywords=angela%27s+ashes&qid=1652658662&s=books&sprefix=angela%27s+ashes%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590528/ref=monarch_sidesheet
https://www.amazon.com/Other-Wes-Moore-Name-Fates/dp/0385528205/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1IFVHLQODHSNT&keywords=The+other+wes+moore&qid=1652658922&s=books&sprefix=the+other+wes+moore%2Cstripbooks%2C79&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Unlikely-Disciple-Semester-Americas-University/dp/0446178438/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OZEBKFEWE9N0&keywords=unlikely+disciple&qid=1652658850&s=books&sprefix=unlikely+disciple%2Cstripbooks%2C68&sr=1-1
https://a.co/d/3hsgboS
https://a.co/d/7Rd28nJ
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Translation-Jean-Kwok/dp/1594485151/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QwY4f005Dyj1EVvue6p7isunC4mdhb2dRTNjcvXUNYrsG1G1RO-MAGeI9olp9WR6_0ohh7Ot2pVH62l2C3HLopZbbE34IiNpSReLllAvO18P52ybPjfaXWYucZlwz0PGjK_LzTjpW1EZVke-fzFHiQnVjksSlxcrAmhe_7hDmW3PNdFqG2xKuFyZ37xlOpCqT0txkOG5SFENMRYI08IBQv3xmiM5aveLv8QFQAsLN3c.UeBYyxiEUb3joENYjgECX8TFbJvuCT6qMoYoUXlgvkU&dib_tag=se&keywords=girl+in+translation&qid=1745426034&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Autobiography-Face-Lucy-Grealy/dp/0544837398/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25I5LMSBG6VUB&keywords=autobiography+of+a+face&qid=1652658750&s=books&sprefix=autobiography+of+a+face%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Purple-Hibiscus-Chimamanda-Ngozi-Adichie/dp/1616202416/ref=sr_1_1?crid=17I2FLYRKJW4C&keywords=purple+hibiscus&qid=1652658072&sprefix=purple+hibiscus%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Caged-Bird-Sings/dp/0345514408/ref=sr_1_1?crid=E1IKCEBHCTG3&keywords=i+know+why+the+caged+bird+sings&qid=1652658107&sprefix=i+know+why+the+caged+bird+sing%2Caps%2C79&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Woman-Warrior-Picador-Classic/dp/1447275225/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AQZC03N9MFRV&keywords=woman+warrior&qid=1652658502&s=books&sprefix=woman+warrior%2Cstripbooks%2C85&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/American-Chica-Two-Worlds-Childhood/dp/0385319630/ref=sr_1_1?crid=13WBRXJ6K6Q3F&keywords=american+chica&qid=1652658532&s=books&sprefix=american+chica+%2Cstripbooks%2C79&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Angelas-Ashes-Memoir-Frank-McCourt/dp/068484267X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1R5E03XR1XZKA&keywords=angela%27s+ashes&qid=1652658662&s=books&sprefix=angela%27s+ashes%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590528/ref=monarch_sidesheet
https://www.amazon.com/Autobiography-Face-Lucy-Grealy/dp/0544837398/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25I5LMSBG6VUB&keywords=autobiography+of+a+face&qid=1652658750&s=books&sprefix=autobiography+of+a+face%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Unlikely-Disciple-Semester-Americas-University/dp/0446178438/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OZEBKFEWE9N0&keywords=unlikely+disciple&qid=1652658850&s=books&sprefix=unlikely+disciple%2Cstripbooks%2C68&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Smoke-Gets-Your-Eyes-Crematory/dp/0393351904/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3VCS45C6T45L4&keywords=smoke+gets+in+your+eyes&qid=1652658873&s=books&sprefix=smoke+gets+in+your+eyes%2Cstripbooks%2C76&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Other-Wes-Moore-Name-Fates/dp/0385528205/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1IFVHLQODHSNT&keywords=The+other+wes+moore&qid=1652658922&s=books&sprefix=the+other+wes+moore%2Cstripbooks%2C79&sr=1-1
https://a.co/d/i0to1h6
https://www.amazon.com/57-Bus-Story-Teenagers-Changed/dp/0374303231
https://a.co/d/3hsgboS
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0306814528/?bestFormat=true&k=when%20i%20was%20puerto%20rican&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_12&crid=3TE7QPUKT4NUY&sprefix=when%20i%20was%20p
https://a.co/d/7Rd28nJ
https://a.co/d/2N9H0Xa
https://a.co/d/0tN0eUh
https://a.co/d/0mEKhuj
https://a.co/d/1GPNO8Z


 
After you have finished your assigned summer reading, don't stop! Feel free to read more than one book off of 
the summer reading list, pick one off of the College Board's Top 100 list of books for College-Bound readers, 
or just find something that interests you at the library or bookstore. 
 
Why did you pick these books? 
These books were selected using the same criteria that the English department uses to select all books for 
inclusion in the curriculum. However, as these are books assigned for summer reading, special consideration 
has been given to the degree to which the works will appeal to students. We want you to enjoy reading this 
summer! 
 
Will there be a test? 
Yes. Students in standard and honors English will take an assessment on the summer reading book(s) during 
the first week of school. Reading online study guides or watching film versions of the book will not prepare 
you for this assessment. Be sure to read the book. In addition, you will participate in discussions and other 
learning activities related to summer reading during the first few weeks of class.  
 
Why do honors students have an extra assignment?  
The summer reading assignment reflects the difference between the Standard and Honors English courses. 
Throughout the year, Honors English students will read additional texts and complete additional and more 
rigorous assignments.  
 
Help! School is about to start and I just enrolled. Do I still have to do this assignment?  
It depends. If you are new to Corvian this year and are enrolled in standard English do not have to complete 
the summer reading assignment. We do, however, strongly advise new enrollees to complete this assignment if 
possible. If you are new to Corvian this year and enrolled in Honors or AP English, you are required to 
complete all summer reading assignments. If you enroll on or after August 4, you will have a three week 
extension.  
 
What if I change my schedule? 
Students will not be granted summer reading extensions or exemptions due to schedule changes. For example, 
if you change from standard to honors English during the add/drop period, you will still be required to 
complete the honors assignment by the due date. 
 
Do I have to purchase my book on Amazon?  
Links to Amazon have been provided for your convenience only. The school is not paid any referral fees for 
purchases from Amazon. You may purchase your book(s) from any seller that you choose. While Amazon does 
offer competitive prices, you should be able to find these books at other local bookstores including Barnes & 
Noble, Books-a-Million, and even used at 2nd & Charles. 
 
Is it cheating to listen to the audiobook?  
Audiobooks are great! But, in order to use them effectively to prepare for English class,  you need to read 
along as you are listening to the audiobook. This is a great way to enjoy the book and it is also a powerful way 
to improve fluency and reading comprehension. Try it! 
 
I am enrolled in an AP course. Do I have a summer assignment?  
Yes! All AP courses have summer assignments. These will be posted on the school website prior to the end of 
the start of summer break. 
 
What should I do if I have other questions?  
If you have questions, please email Ms. DiGavero. 

http://www.lakeholcombe.k12.wi.us/uploads/1/0/4/0/10408064/college_boustnd_recommended_reading.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XufMjbw8uAJg118e_xzeu45Cdti_KFkX2yhM47uoiGg/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.amazon.com/
http://2ndandcharles.com/locations/
mailto:rebekah.digavero@corvian.org


 
 

 

 

Are you a reluctant reader?  
Do you struggle with reading comprehension?  

Are you worried about passing the test?  
 

Complete your 9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment in  
Summer Camp with Ms. Yula! 

Register Today 
 

 

https://www.campcorvian.com/grades-8-12.html

