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General Guidelines

1.

Please take the time to carefully review the contest rules before registering for
Jhankriti 2026. By registering, you will be deemed to have read and agreed to these
Terms.

Jhankriti 2026 is a virtual competition that celebrates Indian dance, singing,
instruments, fine arts, and drama.

The competition is open to participants in the following two age groups: 8-12 years
and 13-18 years (Age as of 13 May 2026).

. Participants who have won in any of the last three editions of the Jhankriti

competition are not eligible to participate in Jhankriti 2026. However, previous
participants, including semi-finalists and finalists, are warmly welcome to participate
again.

Please note that Classical Dance, Classical Vocal, Folk Dance, Group Vocal,
Instrumental, Theatre and Fine Arts are the main categories of Jhankriti.
Sub-categories within each of these fields may get merged for the final round.

Before each round, all participants will be informed of the selected participants
through emails/WhatsApp, etc.

Jhankriti consists of several rounds :

First Round: Screening of submitted entries. Submissions can be made through our
website: jhankriti.org

Second Round:

A: Fresh Video submission as per given theme/song/Music - Participants are required
to submit a recorded video of their performance through the given form, using the
YouTube link, before the instructed deadline.

B: Submitted videos will be uploaded on WFAC’s YouTube channel for public voting
(YouTube likes and Jury score will have equal weightage, final decision will be made
by the jury)

Final round - The final round will be a live, on-the-spot video submission challenge.
The jury will provide the theme, song, and instructions spontaneously within a limited
time frame. Participants must create and submit their video instantly, following the
given guidelines within the allotted time.

Employees / Volunteers of the World Forum for Arts and Culture, as well as their
immediate families, are not eligible to participate.
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JHANKRITI TIMELINE
Registration Opens: 10th May 2026
Last Date to Register: 31 July 2026
Participants must submit their entry videos by this date.

e Semi-finalists Announcement: 15 August 2026
A new theme/song will be shared with shortlisted participants to create a fresh video
or artwork for the semi-final round.

e Semi-final Submission Deadline: 31 August 2026
Participants must upload their new video within 15 days. The submission link will be
provided.
Semi-final entries will be published on WFAC YouTube/Instagram. Links will be
shared for circulation to gather public votes (likes), along with jury evaluation.
Popular Vote & Finalists Announcement: 25 October 2026
Grand Finale: 31 October — 1 November 2026

Rules and Regulations

1. Participants are allowed to submit one entry per category; separate registration is required
for each category. For example, participants can participate in multiple categories, such as
dance and vocal, but they need to register separately for each category. There is no limit to
the number of categories one can participate in, including Vocals, Dance, Instrumental, and
Theatre.

2. The selection of music pieces should be authentic to the respective art form and will play a
crucial role in the decision-making process. The song or composition must be audible in the
video. Songs or compositions containing vulgar or explicit lyrics are strictly prohibited.
Autotune is not encouraged.

3. The presentation aspect, including lighting, background, clarity, and appropriate
performance attire that suits the art form, will also be considered during the evaluation.

4. The winner will be determined based on the participant's consistent and disciplined
completion of the challenges in each round.

5. Participants are allowed to use props and other ornaments to enhance their performances.

6. You have the option to send pre-existing videos as well.

7. The duration of the performance should be approximately 3-5 minutes.

8. Participants who engage in obscene or vulgar performances will be disqualified from the
competition.

9. In the event of winning a competition round, participants will be notified via email,
WhatsApp, and/or Facebook. The judges' decision will be final, and no further
correspondence will be entered into.

10. By entering the competition, participants and winners agree to participate in any
promotional activities and provide any materials as requested by WFAC.
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11. The panel of judges for each level of competition will remain confidential. The panel has
the right to disqualify any video that appears to have been tampered with, edited, or
artificially enhanced to enhance its quality.

12. The prize awarded is not transferable to another person and will be transferred to the bank
account given by the awardee after the declaration of winners.

13. Incorrectly submitted entries will be disqualified.

14. Any illegal or unethical acts related to the competition will result in immediate
disqualification.

15. WFAC reserves the right to amend these rules at any time and may create specific rules
that apply to a particular competition only. Any changes or additions to the rules will be
published on the relevant competition page.

16. Certificates of participation will be given to valid entries based on the provided
registration details.

17. All communication regarding the competition will be conducted through registered email
addresses. Participants are advised to regularly check their emails for updates and important
information. After registration, participants will receive their Jhankriti ID via email.

18. Participants are kindly requested to refrain from registering multiple times for the same
category or competition.

It is essential to read and understand all the rules and regulations before submitting
your entry. Please ensure compliance with the guidelines to avoid any disqualification or
issues during the competition.

Annexure | Category-wise
Vocal

Classical (Solo)

e Only one entry per candidate is allowed.

e The maximum number of accompanists is two. Live accompaniment is not
mandatory. Candidates may use Apps (such as Tabla App, Tanpura App, Jalra App) or
electronic tabla, electronic tanpura, or shruti box.

e Judgement is based on qualities like the selection of raga, composition, and overall
impression.

The duration of the performance should be approximately 3-5 minutes.
Hindustani Vocal Categories: Bada Khayal, Chota Khayal, Dhrupad, Dhamar, Tarana
Carnatic Vocal Categories: Compositions of Muthuswami Deekshitar.

Vocal Group
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Each group must have at least two singers, with a maximum of 10 participants,
including accompanists.

A maximum of two accompanists is allowed. Live accompaniment is not mandatory;
participants may use Apps (such as Tabla App, Tanpura App, Jalra App), electronic
tabla, electronic tanpura, shruti box, or physical instruments.

The performance should be 3-5 minutes long.

Judgement will be based on the selection of composition, coordination of the
group, and overall presentation.

Categories include:

o Geet, Ghazal, Thumri, Hori, Sadr, Thillana, Dadra, Padam, Javali, Sugam
Sangeet, Rabindra Sangeet, Nazrul Geeti, Natyasangeet, Bhaav Geet.

o Bhajan, Sankirtan, Sufi, Shabd, Abhang, Devaranama, Tirupavai, Tirupughaz,
Rabindra Sangeet, Compositions of Annamayya, Narayana Teertha, Tamil
Composer Gopala Krishna Bharati (Papanasam Sivan), Assamese Borgeet
(composed by Srimant Shankardev).

Rasiya, Hori, Sohar, Kajri, Chaiti, Jhoola, Bhatiyali, Assamese Lok Geet
(Kamrupi Lok Geet, Goalporiya Lok Geet), Kavadi Chindu, Kurathi Song,
Gramiya Paadal, Thalattu, Oppari, Kummi, etc.

Instrumental (Solo)

Dance

Only one entry per candidate is allowed.

Judgement is based on qualities like the selection of raga, composition, and overall
impression.

Categories include Wind, String, and Percussion instruments only Indian classical
instruments

The duration of the performance should be approximately 3-5 minutes.

Participants are allowed to use Lehra, apps or other instruments, or an accompanist

1. Folk (Group)

The group should consist of a minimum of four participants, with a maximum of 10
participants per team.

Entries from various zones in India (North, South, East, West, North East, and
Central) are accepted.

Judgment is based on rhythm, formation, expression, costumes, makeup, and overall
effect.

The duration of the performance should be approximately 3-5 minutes.
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2. Classical (Solo)

e Only one entry per candidate is allowed.
e (lassical dance categories include Kathak, Bharatanatyam, Kuchipudi, Odissi,
Sattriya, Mohiniattam, Chhau, Manipuri, and Kathakali.
o Judgement is based on qualities like taal (rhythm), technique, rhythm, abhinaya
(expression), costumes, footwork, and overall impression.
e The duration of the performance should be approximately 3-5 minutes.
Theatre

1. Ek Paatri (Mono Acting)

e Only one entry per candidate is allowed.

e Judgment is based on qualities like expression, costumes, and overall presentation.

e (Categories include Harikatha, Yakshagana, and Koodiyattam.

e Perform one scene with a maximum duration of 5 minutes, choosing from options like
Ram Leela, Raas Leela, Sanskrit Theatre, Harikatha, Yakshagana, Koodiyattam,
Tamasha, Bhavai, Medh-Yatra, Purulia Chhau, Krishnattam, Maach, and swang.

2. Group

A maximum of 10 participants is allowed per team, with a minimum of four
participants. Judgment is based on the concept, expressions, costumes, makeup, and
overall presentation.

Perform one scene with a maximum duration of 5 minutes, choosing from options like
Ram Leela, Raas Leela, Sanskrit Theatre, Harikatha, Yakshagana, Koodiyattam,
Tamasha, Bhavai, Medh-Yatra, Purulia Chhau, Krishnattam, Contemporary, Maach,
Swang.

Art (Solo) Competition Guidelines

Theme: Celebrating the Rich Heritage of Indian Fine Arts
This solo art category invites participants to showcase their creativity through original
artworks rooted in traditional Indian art forms. Explore the depth and beauty of India’s visual

heritage while demonstrating your technical skill and narrative flair.

Age Categories
Group A: 8 — 12 years
Group B: 13 — 18 years

Participants will be judged within their respective age groups.
Recognized Traditional Art Forms
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Participants may choose one of the following:
Madhubani, Pichwai, Pattachitra, Gond, Warli, Kalamkari, Kerala Mural, Mandala
Art

Submission Guidelines

Originality: Artwork must be newly created for this competition. No previously made
artworks allowed.

Artwork Size Limit: Maximum size is 12 x 15 inches.

Submission Format: Upload a clear image of your finished artwork to Google Drive.

Link Sharing: Submit the public view Google Drive link through the official Jhankriti
registration form.

Signature Requirement: Participant’s name must be written or signed directly on the artwork.
Authenticity: Stick to the traditional methods, motifs, and visual language of the selected art
form.

No Modern/Fusion Styles: Entries that incorporate contemporary adaptations or stylistic
fusion will not be considered.

Competition Structure

Initial Round: Evaluation of submitted artworks for shortlisting.

Live Rounds: Shortlisted participants will be invited to create a new artwork within a time
limit and on a given theme.

Judging Criteria

Technique: Mastery of the chosen style’s traditional approach.

Detailing: Precision, intricacy, and stylistic fidelity.

Creativity: Original expression within traditional boundaries.

Storytelling: Visual conveyance of a theme, emotion, or cultural narrative.

Important Notes
Artwork must be created independently by the participant without assistance.
Cultural accuracy, traditional integrity, and personal originality are essential.
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Video Shoot Guidelines: For All Categories except for art

We value your effort in creating videos for the competition. While we don't expect

professionally produced videos, we kindly request that you follow these guidelines to ensure
a better viewing experience. Please take note of the following:

Video Quality:

Shoot in high-definition (HD) quality.

To avoid disqualification, we encourage participants to shoot new videos specifically
for the competition and refrain from submitting pre-recorded videos from the past.
For YouTube, always shoot in horizontal landscape mode.

Stability and Camera Placement:

Use a tripod for stability to ensure the phone/camera remains steady while recording.
Avoid shaky shots.

Properly place the camera, ensuring the performer is looking straight at the camera
horizontally, rather than looking down at it.

Musicians and vocalists, please ensure that the video captures the talam (rhythm)
visibly.

Zoom and Exposure:

Use the zoom feature correctly, preferably utilizing optical zoom instead of pinching
the screen, which can cause pixelation.

Maintain consistent exposure throughout the duration of the video clips.

Angles:

Capture a wide-angle shot to showcase the overall performance.

Utilize front close-ups to capture facial expressions, side-view close-ups, and wide
shots of hands, footwork, and body movements.

Background and Lighting:

Choose a background that complements the vibe of the song. A plain bed sheet or
curtain can be used as a backdrop.

Ensure proper lighting in the room.

Pay attention to the lighting in the frame to avoid overexposure.

Position yourself opposite to the light source (e.g., sunlight) while ensuring the
camera is placed where there is sufficient light.

Speaker and Frame:

Keep the speaker near the phone/recording device to ensure clear audio.

Try to remain in the frame as much as possible, avoiding negative or blank spaces.
White Balance and Color Correction:

Be mindful of white balance, ensuring temperature and color correction in all shots.

Rendition Details:
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e For each video, please mention the details of the rendition (composer, raga, tala, etc.)

at the time of submission.

By adhering to these guidelines, you can enhance the overall quality of your video
submissions. Thank you for your cooperation.

For queries, reach out to us at jhankriti@wfac.in

Hindi Translation
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