Understanding by Design
Unit planning template

Identify Goals & Understandings > Assessment> Activities

Stage 1
Desired Results
School Driven

Established Goals/Transfer Goal: Learners will become more comfortable and confident with writing and the
writing process utilizing the learned skills across all types of writing- formal, informal, creative, and educational-
settings.

CC.1.4.9-10.B: Write with a sharp distinct focus identifying the topic, task, and audience.

CC.1.4.9-10.C: Develop and analyze the topic with relevant, well-chosen, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension.

CC.1.4.9-10.E: Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. Establish and maintain a formal style and
objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are writing.

CC.1.4.9-10.F: Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar,
usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.9-10.G: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics.

CC.1.4.9-10.1: Distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims; develop claim(s) fairly, supplying
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

CC.1.4.9-10.J: Create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons,
and evidence; Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims; provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

CC.1.4.9-10.M: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.

CC.1.4.9-10.T: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.




CC.1.4.9-10.U: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.

CC.1.4.9-10.V: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

CC.1.4.9-10.W: Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for
citation.

CC.1.4.9-10.X: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Enduring Understandings: Essential Questions:

e Written communication is an important skill i

that we all use in our day-to-day lives.

Using the 5-step writing process to explore i
learning topics through cited research that

are of interest to them more deeply will help i
them become better writers and learners.

They will be able to apply the rules of the i
writing process to complete any writing

assignment in their academic, personal, or °

professional lives.
Practice, patience, and constructive criticism

in the writing process are the only ways to °
become a stronger writer and learner.
Reflecting on what they have learned about °

the writing process or something they have
discovered about their learning through their
writing each week is an important part of the
learning process.

How do people use written communication in
everyday life and why is it so important?

Why is using a writing process (the 5-step POWER
writing process) important?

How do writers research and why is research
important to the learning and writing process?

How do writers cite their resources and why is it
important to include them in their writing?

How do writers apply what they have learned about
writing in English class to writing that we do for
other courses or other areas of our lives?

How do writers use and give constructive feedback
to make other writers’ writing better?

Why is reflecting on learning so important?

Stage 2

Assessment Evidence:

Teacher and School Driven
How will we know if students have learned?




Formative Assessments:

Performance Task(s):

Students will have to use each of the 5 steps
of the writing process in their writing
assignments.

Create a brainstorming list of ideas to come
up with topics of interest.

Students will have to conduct research and
properly cite sources in their writing
projects.

Create an annotated bibliography or sources
that are going to be used in their writing.
Complete an outline/graphic organizer to
organize thoughts.

Complete a rough draft of the essay with
citations for peer and teacher review.
Complete editing/peer review worksheets
during peer writing meetings.

Complete a final draft of the essay. (Will be
graded using school district-mandated
writing rubrics aligned with common core
standard guidelines.)

Completion of writing assignments for other
courses or other personal choice writing
work.

Other Evidence:

Observation of peer discussion.

Peer review based on the assignment rubric.
ePortfolio/Blog weekly learning
self-reflection.

Summative

Summary in GRASPS form

Goal(s): After reading a certain type of literary genre as
an example of a primary source, students will be able to
synthesize a response to one of several prompts given to
them or develop their own argument in a five-paragraph
essay.

Role: The student’s role will be as a creator of their own
constructed response as well as a peer editor for their
classmates' work.

Audience: The teacher and the students will see the
writing produced.

Situation: How The students will develop their own
arguments as a response, will receive at least one peer
edit, and may provide resource recommendations to other
students through the use of a shared Google Doc or blog
space

Performance: Students will develop a five- paragraph
essay response to a prompt.

Standards: The performance task will be graded using the
district/department-approved rubrics which are variations
of the state open-ended response rubrics for written work.

Key Criteria to reflect performance task (rubric,
checklist)

Novel Analysis Rubric

Personal Essay Rubric

Persuasive Essay Rubric

Other Evidence (essay, work sample)

What other evidence (formative, observations, home
learning, etc.) will be collected to determine whether or
not Desired Results have been achieved?

See resources below- These will be edited with EdPuzzle
with reflection and Higher Order Thinking questions for



https://docs.google.com/document/d/0B7yRhGKmlAsheWdRU1dPNmREM2M/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114859447369585430551&resourcekey=0-YecnBBH9Odcug-pUXiVVng&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PAnWccAFhRXsy0v3RcAiZ6Wb1pjVXneZs8Zu55HwHlQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EX_KCu4zKQfVPfyHzUt34PsPUZgLSuAst6aQvCQHIxI/edit?usp=sharing

Reflection Essay Rubric

R rch E Rubri

students to complete at home in the Blended/ Flipped
classroom format.

The following resources will be utilized:

S-paragraph essay organizer

Boxand L r reganizer
Novel Analysis Development Short Form

Persuasive Writing Review Short Form

Persuasive Writing Exercise- Introduction Paragraph

Stage 3

Learning Plan Activities:

(Teacher Driven)
How will students engage in learning?

Consider the WHERETO elements
These questions are/can be directed as....

What the teacher and/or the student do in regards to
the WHERETO.

W Where are we going? What is expected?

By the end of the semester, students will have
completed at least 4 researched essay assignments.
Learners will be able to apply the 5-step POWER
writing process to all future writing. Students will
also have gained experience in giving and receiving
important and useful constructive criticism to grow
their writing skills. The incorporation of a daily
writing workshop is intended to help learners feel
more comfortable with writing to begin honing their
craft.

Resources

What print and web resource best supports the unit? Also
provide additional resources used in planning for
activities or during instruction.

Writing Process Animation

he Writing Process Overview

P.O.W.E.R. Writing

Workin' It: High School Writing for Teens
Everything's an Argument

Transitions in Academic Writing

How to Use Transition Words and Sentences in Essays



https://docs.google.com/document/d/0B7yRhGKmlAshUXZveC1Ua2dNNkE/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114859447369585430551&resourcekey=0-_hfmqiyflyrWXPOu8NBylQ&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WYtZUmmVhn7wM4iUAou7tOsav-jRKmFa3DK9zKCgk4g/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GhXrbsbscwAwNnolGr3udFMVi-brWIpU/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XgGWidNgRbpyV2VsGhbMxa16mWqDElPndk2R-8FHSr4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tagLEJbFl2DYiQymJ5qqB9mBtUxLFf2z6w8wnEHqbuw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13PM-UuLg8FusXKJ65xad19apUrs3hVf9o5Ow9hFhn_w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DmGdTzsfiDuxBbFcq9j5sUAfIN2k2CCqZRXFSWYjbSU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1pnpL8295E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fG3uXUCfiYE
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jgWPJH9-fHg5pWPFKaWsmkWJ-HKcy04DIed6835FrX0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmHlaqYEVfk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2KX7j_4DxY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFKCs0odo5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpDTxvxuFpM

H How will we hook (Introduce this to) the
students?

We will discuss what it means to become an active
learner in the learning process, what it means to
have a growth mindset, and how reflecting on our
own personal learning journey helps us grow and
achieve our goals in life. We will live this
philosophy in our writing workshop learning
environment every day in hopes that we will all
learn a lot from each other while becoming better
writers and learners.

E How will we equip students for expected
performances?

All expectations, procedures, rubrics, goals, and the
purpose of the writing workshop will be discussed
with learners on the first day of the semester.
Students will know what will be expected of them
from the first day.

R How will you rethink or revise? What are likely
or predictable student misunderstandings and/or
performance weaknesses in this unit? What do the
research and teacher experience say we can expect
the greatest difficulties to be? What suggestions
can you offer about how to troubleshoot these
issues?

Students tend to have a “love/hate” relationship
with writing. More often than not, they hate the
thought of having to write anything that is being
assigned to them. Some issues are going to arise
that will need to be planned for. Students will
initially need a lot of guidance in creating their
ePortfolio/blog space. Students will also need a lot
of support when it comes to learning how to choose
their writing topics, as many of them have never
been given this kind of academic freedom. Students
will need guidance through the research process as
well as how to construct their citations, as many of
them have never had to complete this step in their
writing previously. Learners are also going to have
to learn what constructive criticism is and how it is

Academic Writing: Types and Definitions

Lessons on how to conduct proper research:

Starting Research

How to Choose a Research Topic

hat mak R rch t

ic?
How to use graphic organizers
Graphic organizer templates
S-paragraph essay template

Fact and opinion graphic organizer

Persuasive Essay graphic organizer

Outlining and graphic organizer use:

How to use graphic organizers

Graphic organizer templates
S-paragraph essay template
Fact and opinion graphic organizer

Persuasive Essay graphic organizer

Rules for Peer reviews and editing:

Peer Review in the Classroom

How to Give Good Feedback

Peer-to-Peer Learning Can Change the World

How to be a Great Peer Editor

Other resources to be utilized:

Thesis Statement Builder Example



https://study.com/academy/lesson/video/what-is-academic-writing-definition-examples-quiz.html
https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxMyu4rpKKfBL9Woevb6S6n5rtOWl7Ug0R?si=PqXx1Ev-_J5-G3D3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXNztCLYgxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyKC0-PJmtw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vp0DXZ2aAVk
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-graphic-organizer-templates
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/WF1953363_Shaped_2024_Blog-Post_Five-Paragraph-Essay-Outline.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/fact-and-opinion.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/PersuasionMap.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vp0DXZ2aAVk
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-graphic-organizer-templates
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/WF1953363_Shaped_2024_Blog-Post_Five-Paragraph-Essay-Outline.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/fact-and-opinion.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/PersuasionMap.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tY8CX0J3ILc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtl5UrrgU8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGEN8-O18_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXWTSPExYoc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1egb6P72rloyfMCDuxMgG6SEG6sD42cy5hitz4vRrIZQ/edit?usp=sharing

used beneficially during the learning process. There
will be a lot of “failing forward”, however, in the Outlining Lesson
end, students will know a lot more about how they
write than before they participated in this writing
workshop.

E How will students self-evaluate and reflect on
their learning?

Writing assignments will be evaluated using school
district-mandated writing rubrics aligned with
common core standard guidelines. Learners will
also be self-evaluating their learning process
through their blog use.

T How will we tailor learning to varied needs,
interests, and learning styles?

Students will be able to complete their writing
assignments at their own pace to really grasp the
understanding of the writing practice and process.
Students will be allowed to work on individual
areas of improvement with the use of mini-lessons
that will be provided in a blended learning format.
Learners will also have access to the facilitator or
their peers if they ever need help or have any
questions about what they are doing or where they
should be going with their writing.

O How will we organize the sequence of learning?

e (o over all expectations, and protocols, and
introduce what the writing process is on the
first day.

e Students begin constructing their
e-portfolios/blogs.

e Students begin brainstorming lists of topics
of interest to them that they want to further
explore through research.

e Students will conduct their research, create
outlines, and annotate bibliographies.

e Students will create their rough draft.

e Students will meet with their peer groups to
discuss/review their writing at least 3 times a
week.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/0B7yRhGKmlAshb1FHbWFzSzhFUEU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114859447369585430551&resourcekey=0-5aGqhZlRmVhU1kCDQvobeQ&rtpof=true&sd=true

e Students will use critique to redraft their
essays.

e Students will work independently on skill
areas that need more attention.

e Students will reflect on their
learning/writing process in their blogs at
least once a week.

Were the lessons successful? How do you know? What would you do differently next time?

Intervention (What will we do if students don’t learn it?)

Enrichment (What will we do if students don’t learn it?)




