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Words to Know 
⭑ Brag Sheet: Students will complete a brag sheet in the Surveys section of their profile 

(see page 8). This lists a series of prompts that assist your school counselor in writing 
a comprehensive letter of recommendation for you. 

⭑ Bright Outlook: Some careers in SCOIR are listed as “Bright Outlook.” This means 
these are careers that are expected to have noticeable growth in the coming years, a 
large number of job openings, or are new and emerging occupations. 

⭑ FERPA Waiver: FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) is an act that 
protects student educational documents, which include applications and letters of 
recommendation. Signing the waiver informs the institution that you have not read the 
letters, ensuring their integrity. 

⭑ Scattergram (page 9): visual tool that can help students see where they fall with 
other previous HHS applicants to a specific institution. Based on GPA and SAT. 

⭑ SCOIR (pronounced “score”): platform that we use for career/college research, sign 
up for HHS college visits, and sending supplemental documents to colleges that 
students apply to. 
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Compare Colleges Tool 
One of the many features you can use on SCOIR is the ability to compare up to four 
colleges you are interested in to see how they are similar and different. You can see 
their admissions statistics (SAT score average, acceptance rates), student population, 
popular majors, and cost of attendance, popular majors. These are all things you can 
see on each institution's SCOIR page, but instead puts them all together to compare 
and contrast in one convenient location. There are two ways you can access this 
feature. 
 

1.​ Profile Tab. Click on your profile icon in the top right, and select the “Compare 
Colleges” option. 

 
(Click on image to enlarge) 
 

2.​ College Page. As you view colleges, you can select the “Add to Compare” button 
at the top and a tab will appear on the right hand side of your screen. Clicking the 
tab will open up the comparison page.  
 

 
 

(Click on image to enlarge) 
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https://app.screencastify.com/watch/fmbuEWL60pp5iHVcWgZ4?checkOrg=6930e856-4a55-4fb9-9148-840066d4de46
https://app.screencastify.com/watch/HD8q5DARtFqrWLGuCHBY


 

Discover Tab  

Career 
In the career subsection, you can search using the filters at the top. When you click on a 
given career, it will provide more information (e.g., income, education requirements,  
similar job titles, possible colleges for that career). 
 

(Click on image to enlarge) 
 

 
 
 
 

College 
This subsection allows you to 
use a variety of filters to narrow 
down your list of possible 
schools. This can be by criteria 
such as location, size, athletics, 
academic majors, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

(Click on image to enlarge)  
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https://help.scoir.com/article/w8ezgqbmu5-for-students-what-following-a-college
https://app.screencastify.com/watch/6JFSGrxtrpuRZGEzPGZc?checkOrg=6930e856-4a55-4fb9-9148-840066d4de46
https://app.screencastify.com/watch/c7At7zqtxSUYHeqqKKJc?checkOrg=6930e856-4a55-4fb9-9148-840066d4de46


 

Intelligent Match 
If you believe it would be helpful for you, you can ask your school counselor to turn on 
Intelligent Match, which is a feature in SCOIR that predicts your likelihood of 
acceptance to an institution based on factors like your GPA and SAT scores. The 
outcomes options are as follows, from most likely to least: Very Likely, Likely, 
Probable, Match, Reach, Far Reach. This will also help you with creating your college 
lists, as it’s important to have a balanced and realistic list of schools you’re applying to. 
 
Using the Scattergrams tool can help you get a better idea of how the acceptance 
likelihood was determined for each school. 
 

 
 

My Colleges Tab 
Application Tracking 
Please review Mrs. Thomson ‘s video about how to update your decisions as you hear 
back from colleges:  It’s important to update How Do I: Update Decisions in SCOIR?
your acceptance/enrollment status as it lets us know where to send your final transcript. 
 

 
(Click on image to enlarge) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6Kxs4pZgmU&list=PLwH7p4svjfJbStDJHc-HQQu_Rhzrxeidm&index=12
https://help.scoir.com/article/eo07vpqsvt-my-colleges
https://app.screencastify.com/watch/Ejhtdympy0pxtvJXnjJQ?checkOrg=6930e856-4a55-4fb9-9148-840066d4de46


 
 

Letters of Recommendation 
Many colleges take teachers and/or counselor letters of recommendation. To see what 
types of letters a school may want, look under “Checklist” for each college and view the 
"Recommendations" subsection. Required letters are listed after the words “at least.” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
As shown here, Bryn Mawr 
College requires 1 counselor 
and 2 teacher letters. 
 
 
Colleges that take letters, but 
are not required for application 
completion, will indicate so 
with “*Optional ” 
 
 
 
 
 
(Click on image to enlarge) 

 

Requesting Letters 
Your school counselor sends letters out via SCOIR, so you need to request teachers 
through here. (Pro Tip: When you get to Common App, it will ask you to list who you are 
getting letters from. Only put their NAME so you can complete the application.)  
 

(Click on image to enlarge) 
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https://app.screencastify.com/watch/3AtZ3GpewcdCT58JOpQm?checkOrg=6930e856-4a55-4fb9-9148-840066d4de46
https://help.scoir.com/article/8a5m6p2fd4-requesting-teacher-recommendations
https://app.screencastify.com/watch/bVeqgQmMf8haihWX5nd2?checkOrg=6930e856-4a55-4fb9-9148-840066d4de46


 

Profile Tab 
It is important you take a look at your student profile. There are a few things in this section that 
are helpful to you and your school counselor during the application process. 
 

Activities & Achievements 
This section is helpful to keep track of your accomplishments and can include sports, work 
experience, community service, and clubs/school activities. It can be hard senior year to 
remember everything you’ve done in the past 4 years, so starting it early can assist you with 
keeping track. (Pro Tip: this information could be helpful for building your first resume). 
 

 
(Click on image to enlarge) 
 

Drive 
The Drive tab is full of helpful tips and information from Mrs. Thomson, our College and Career 
counselor at HHS. Some links you can find are help guides for Common App and STARS. 
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https://app.screencastify.com/watch/S28N6lf0wPqVbcVwRa0N?checkOrg=6930e856-4a55-4fb9-9148-840066d4de46


 

Teacher to Counselor Form 
While we highly recommend letters of recommendation come from teachers from junior year, so 
consider sending other individuals the Teacher to Counselor Feedback form. Information they 
provide in this can be used in the letter to schools from your school counselor. 

 

Surveys 
Student Brag Sheet 
We ask our students to complete this brag sheet as early in the school year as possible. It 
allows us to ensure we include things you find important about your high school career and 
accomplishments we can highlight. Without this letter, we are unable to write an effective 
counselor letter for you, so please make sure to get it done! You should see it on the home 
screen as something on your “to-do list,” as well as listed under the “assignments” tab 
(video TBD) 
 
 

Visits & Deadlines 
Starting your junior year, you have the opportunity to visit a predetermined number of college 
rep visits during the school day. College admissions counselors from a variety of institutions 
travel to HHS to give you the opportunity to learn more about their school and ask questions. 
You MUST sign up for the visit in SCOIR in order to attend.  
(video TBD) 
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Scattergrams 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you consider each school, 
take a look at the Scattergram. 
This data-driven graph gives you 
an idea of where you statistically 
land with past students from 
HHS. You are the purple star. 
Sometimes, visually seeing 
where you are in reference to 
other students can give you an 
idea of the acceptance likelihood 
you’d have for a particular 
school.  
 
 
 
 

(Click on image to enlarge) 
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https://app.screencastify.com/watch/OKKenfmWZEaJ43sJS2KJ?checkOrg=6930e856-4a55-4fb9-9148-840066d4de46
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