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  Using Key Text Features  

Themes 

What big questions does the text explore? 

How are identities reflected?  

 

Identity  

How does the child protagonist evolve?  

 

Orality & Language        

How does the text sound and/or use sound to 

tell the story? 

 

History  

What facts does the text expand on or 

address?  

 

The Natural Environment as Setting  

How does the context of place and time 

deepen meaning? 

 

Artifacts    

What objects/tools connect readers to the 

characters and their stories? 

 

Listening For Answers  

Why do birds fly?  

Why is the sky blue?  

Why do cats purr? And why is the truth true?  

 

Why all these questions? Why such a task? 

I want the answers 

But who do I ask?  

 

My mother, my father 

My sisters don’t know. They can’t find answers 

They’ve searched high and low. 

 

So I guess I’ll just sit here 

And rattle my brain 

And hope all the answers 

Fall down with the rain.  

                                                                                by Aimee Harris-Watmore from 

                                                 Under the Moon and Over the Sea (2003) 
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Teacher References 

https://libguides.lehman.edu/ncte 

Websites 
Anansesem: http://www.anansesem.com/ 

Colorin Colorado: https://www.colorincolorado.org/ 

Interview with Baptiste Paul: 

https://thispicturebooklife.com/an-interview-with-baptiste-paul-and-jacqueline-alcantara-author-and-illustrat

or-of-the-field/ 

Latinos in KidLit: https://latinosinkidlit.com/ 

Lehman College Children’s Book Guide: https://libguides.lehman.edu/ChildrensBooksThemes 

We Need Diverse Books: https://diversebooks.org/ 

 

 

Publishers 

 

Blue Banyan Books: https://bluebanyanbooks.co 

Caribbean Reads: https://www.caribbeanreads.com/books/ 

Dial: https://www.penguin.com/dial-overview/ 

HarperCollins: https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/childrens 

House of Anansi and Groundwood Books: https://houseofanansi.com/ 

Knopf: https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/imprints/K1/knopf-books-young-readers 

NorthSouth Books: https://northsouth.com/ 

Piñata Books: https://artepublicopress.com/pinata-books/ 

Red Sugarcane Press: https://www.redsugarcanepress.com/ 

Reycraft: https://www.benchmarkeducation.com/reycraftbooks/  

Sugar Apple Books: https://sugarapplebooks.com 

Versify: https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/versify 

 

Awards 

 

Americas Award: http://www.claspprograms.org/pages/detail/37/Americas-Award 

Bocas Children’s Book Prize: https://www.bocaslitfest.com/awards/childrens-book-prize/ 

Burt Award for Caribbean Young Adult Literature (up to 2019): 

https://www.burtaward.org/burt-award-caribbean 

Pura Belpré: https://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/belpre 
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Teacher References 

Books to Use 
Agard, J. (2002). Under the moon and over the sea: A collection of Caribbean poems. Candlewick. 

Arnold, M. (2022). I rise. Versify. 

Arnold, M. (2021). The year I flew away. Versify. 

Belpré, P. & Sanchez, C. (1932) Perez and Martina: A Portorican folktale. Warne. 

Chambers, V. (2021). Call and response: The story of Black Lives Matter. Versify. 

Chambers, V. (2020). Finish the fight. Versify. 

Chambers, V., & Baker, R. (2020). Shirley Chisholm is a verb. Dial. 

Chambers, V., & Maren, J. (2007). J. Celia Cruz: Queen of salsa. Puffin. 

Danticat, E., & Staub, L. (2015). Mama’s nightingale. Dial. 

Denise, A. A., & Escobar, P. (2019). Planting stories: The life of librarian and storyteller Pura Belpré. HarperCollins. 

Díaz, J., & Espinosa, L. (2018). Islandborn. Dial. 

Gidwitz, A., Otheguy, E., & Aly, H. (2020). The Madre de aguas del Cuba. Dutton. 

Gonzalez, L., & Delacre, L. (2008). The storyteller’s candle: La velita de los cuentos. Children’s Book Press. 

Haiman, A. (2014). Tulipán: The Puerto Rican Giraffe. La Jirafa Tulipan.  

Hohn, N. L., & Fernandes, E. (2019). A likkle Miss Lou. Owlkids. 

Latour, F., & Daley, K. (2018). Auntie Luce’s talking paintings. Groundwood. 

Leo., C., & Hartley, K. (1998). Jessica. Macmillan. 

Mark, V., & Cloud, S. (2021). Under the mango tree. Sugar Apple. 

Ortiz, R., & Collier Morales, R. (2019). Sofi paints her dreams/ Sofi pinta sus sueños. Piñata. 

Ortiz, R., & De Vita, F. (2019). When Julia danced bomba/ Cuando Julia bailaba bomba. Piñata. 

Ortiz, R., & Dominguez, M. (2015). Sofi and the magic, musical mural/ Sofi y el mágico mural musical. Piñata. 

Ortiz, R., Morales, I., Cintron, S., Falćon, E., & Miranda-Rodriguez, E.  (2021). Vicki and a summer of change/ ¡Vicki 

y un verano de cambio! Red Sugarcane. 

Ortiz, R., & Salazar, C. (2021). Broken butterfly wings/ Alas de mariposa rotas. Piñata. 

Otheguy, E. (2019). Silver meadows summer. Knopf. 

Otheguy, E. (2022). Sofía Acosta makes a scene. Knopf. 

Otheguy, E., & González, A. R. (2021). A sled for Gabo. Atheneum. 

Otheguy, E., & Landazábal, A. (2022). Reina Ramos works it out. HarperCollins. 
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Otheguy, E, & Vidal, B. (2017). Martí’s song for freedom/ Martí y sus versos por la libertad. Lee & Low. 

Paul, B., & Alcantara, J. (2022). Climb on!. NorthSouth. 

Paul, B., & Alcantara, J. (2018). The field. NorthSouth.  

Paul, B., & Glatt, J. (2021). To carnival!: A celebration in Saint Lucia. Barefoot. 

Paul, B., & Paul, M. (2021). Peace. NorthSouth. 

Perdomo, W., & Collier, B. (2010). Clemente! Henry Holt. 

Pimentel, A. B., & Morales, M. (2021). Pura’s cuentos: How Pura Belpré reshaped libraries with her stories. 

Abrams. 

Recio, S., & McCarthy, B. (2020). If Dominican were a color. Simon & Schuster. 

Rodriguez, P., Stein, A., & Reyes, C. (2022). The life of/ La vida de Pura. Lil’ Libros. 

Sanford, A., & Daley, K. (2022). Legend of the spirit serpent. Reycraft. 

Senior, O. J. L. (2019). Boonoonoonous hair! ON: Tradewind. 

Vega, A. L. (2004). En la Bahia de Jobos: Celita y el Mangle Zapatero. Puerto Rico: Editorial de la Universidad 

de Puerto Rico. 

Velasquez, E. (2019). Octopus stew. Holiday House. 

Williams, A. D., & Harrison, A. (2021). Shirley Chisholm dared. Schwartz & Wade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


