World State

Prometheus Initiative takes place on a post apocalyptic Earth.

For the most part, a lot of things are the same— countries and their histories up until our ooc present
are for the most part the same or similar to IRL. Apocalypse refers to wide scale destruction rather
than total annihilation. The world is still liveable, but still recovering. Technology is similar to our
modern day world, however development has halted due to the razed state of the world and the chaos
presented by the continued presence of Cryptics.

You are free of course to make up your own history, especially related to your character's backstory.
This includes changing real life historical events to fit your character better (ex: You can claim that
your character's parents pioneered cloning in the 1990s or that the entire state of Nevada is Gone)...
or just for fun. DM any lore additions to me in your private channels!

Common Knowledge

The following should be known by most player characters:

e In the year 2020, the world was destroyed by a series of natural and paranatural disasters
compiled on top of one another. This includes floods, fires, quakes, gales, as well as unnatural
bouts of darkness, distortion of space, and vanishings.

e These events are attributed to be the work of beings called Cryptics. Some believe them to be
deities, spirits, cryptids, gods, fae, aliens, and on and on— nobody really knows what they are
or where they came from, or if they're even all the same type of entity.

e (ryptics are understood to be the source of paranatural phenomena throughout history, and
only recently have come to be widely accepted as real... in most places. There are still many
who have not directly encountered cryptics who doubt their existence.

The following is likely known by characters looking to join the game:

e A group called Ascentsy has extended a worldwide invitation looking for volunteers for a
project called the Prometheus Initiative.



It is understood that the Prometheus Initiative's goal is the recovery and healing of the world
and the evolution of mankind. To do this, they are investigating the powers wielded by Cryptics
and putting them into the hands of men.

Participants are promised to be pioneers of a new future. Thanks to their efforts, they will be
compensated with the following:

o A pardon for all past crimes
o Guaranteed comfort and wealth for them and their loved ones

o The potential to be put on equal footing with Cryptics, and even the opportunity to
destroy Cryptics...

The Paranatural and You

Players should for the most part begin as human, with the potential to evolve in the future. You are

allowed to have paranatural or supernatural contact in your backstory.

PLEASE avoid taking inspiration a la cultural appropriation.

The following are probably okay:

Non-religious mythology (sphinxes, kitsune, fae).

cryptid related (slenderman, jackalopes, mothman)
mainstream (ghosts, angels, demons)

from historical civilizations (norse, greek, or egyptian gods)

original/fictional (vampires, deep forest spirits that you've made up, something living at the
bottom of a pond, the manifestation of nightmares, creature that haunts pit stop bathrooms
on the I-10)

Anything that disrespects religious beliefs or is inappropriate for fictional use is not okay, such as
w*nd*go. (With the exception of dunk on Christianity all you want &g )




The Prometheus Initiative

The Prometheus Initiative takes place at a place called the Tower, in Summit Basin (located in British
Columbia, Canada).

Communication

Smart Watch: Congratulations on your standard issue smart watch! This will be your primary mode of
security and communication during your time at Ascentsy, as public communications do not reach
Summit Basin.

e The equipment is to be used for company purposes.

e If the equipment is damaged (excluding normal wear and tear), lost, or stolen outside of
company premises or off company time | am responsible for any repair or replacement costs.

Features

e Security: The tower uses NFC and biorecognition technology; your watch holds your literal key
to the tower. You will need it for room and elevator access, as well as access to certain work
areas. To use your watch, simply hold it up to the black NFC contact pad mounted by the door.
The watch may vibrate to indicate that you also need to use a fingerprint.

e Safety: Ascentsy can ping your location and vitals using your watch, keeping you safe.

e (Communication: There are instant messaging features that are available within the tower. You
can access private DM's and a group chat using your watch.

e AND MORE...
o Vitals App: Check your pulse, temperature, oxygen levels, and blood pressure.
o Steps App: Track your steps and distance traveled
o Calculator App: Perform simple calculations
o Notes App: Take notes, both written and voice recordings
o Company Catalog: A shopping app. Purchases delivered directly to your room.

o (Games: There are several games available, such as:



m Snake (1 player)

m Tetris (1 player)

m Pong (1-2 players)

m Checkers (2 players)

m Chess (2 players)

m Hide and Seek (Unlimited players)
o Radar App: Pings items and locations of interest in range
o ENCKE App: Request Encke's presence

o Camera App: You have the ability to take pictures! The watch has a camera lens,
though the resolution and focus is not that great and it's awful at taking lowlight
pictures. You can print these photos using your daily limit of photocopy prints.

Player Submitted Lore

Places

The Shroud is a semi-circular massive giant dome of ink black fog that completely covers the
former country of France, open waters, and the bordering countries. It stands at around 30,000 feet
tall and seems to be made of some dense fog.

It appeared on the first day of the apocalypse. Reports and footage recovered from the first day stated
that people were being lifted into the darkness of the dome if they were caught under the rays of
artificial lights/fire before the same tendril would come back down and destroy the source of the light.
The population under the dome was ravaged, as those taken by the tendrils were never seen again and
assumed dead.

The dome was later renamed the Shroud by those who live under it and is treated as some sort of
deity. Qutside researchers/reporters who were given permission to come inside would report that time



is warped there and goes faster, that for every week outside the Shroud is a month within- Making it
around seven years for its worshippers.

Within the Shroud there are ‘light hours' where the moon and stars are shown, barely lighting the land
under it. Researchers believe Shroud itself is a cryptic of sorts, some even say it might be two
working together so one controls the darkness and another controls the time disruption. There are
also local reports of tendrils stretching out from the Shroud and stealing crates, cattle, and trucks
with food. Besides that the Shroud does not expand or attack anything beyond its borders, only having
a strict no light rule within.

As a result of the apocalypse, the Leaning Tower of Pisa was toppled, and has since been
rebranded as the Leaning Tunnel of Pisa in order to maintain tourism in the area.

In the mountains of Hokkaido, Japan, there is a group of survivors of the natural disasters that
hit the country known as Haven Refuge. This small community, comprised of around 500 people and
rapidly growing, has become a self-sufficient sanctuary that brings other survivors from nearing cities
to call their temporary home as the country rebuilds.

Meiyo-mon Juvenile Reformatory Academy

Meiyo-mon Juvenile Reformatory Academy is one of the strictest, yet most effective schools in
Japan for its juvenile delinguent population. Those who are familiar with the global justice system may
have heard of it.

It takes juveniles under the age of 18 with criminal offenses that range from burglary to attempted
murder. They school, house, and reform them to be productive members of society. Any students who
complete their "assigned sentences" of education graduate and are forgiven of their indiscretions.




Liminal spaces are places of transition between two other places or states of being. They are
thresholds, a precipice, where both the before and after can be mutually perceived, and are deeply
entwined with both physical space and time.

Typically these are abandoned, and oftentimes empty. Common examples are empty schools, gas
stations, stairwells, rest stops, and restaurants, frequently at strange times such as 3AM. This makes
it feel frozen and slightly unsettling, but also familiar to our minds.

London is bathed in an unnatural darkness from midnight to dawn. No moon or stars are visible, the
only light available from manmade means. A large amount of vanishings have happened during these
hours that are completely unexplained (there one moment, then gone the next never to be heard from
again.)

There's a curfew in place to ‘protect’ the citizens from the darkness... but some argue that this was to
keep better control of an increasingly unsettled and disruptive public. There's also a conspiracy that
this darkness is simply a ruse to sell more artificial lighting, some government officials having been
found owning stock in companies that produce them.

The Tube is off limits entirely - even with the strongest of lights, they are pitch black. There are
rumours of the tunnels being haunted, or inhabited by some eldritch horror similar to that of The
Shroud. Cryptic investigators and scientific researchers have found similarities to France's ‘The
Shroud', but it is not actually the same. There are no tentacles for a start.

Compasses and any methods of tracking direction go haywire inside the tunnels. People always end up
lost and separated. A breakthrough recently discovered that the tunnels teleport people to a different
dimension altogether. It's fondly named by the Cryptic researchers ‘the Line to Hell". They don't know
where people are actually sent (since no one comes back to report their findings) but it's just a little
funny.

As a result of the Tube being completely useless, traffic in London has become so bad that cars have
been banned in the city centre.



Other towns and cities close to London have started to report similar occurrences at a much lower
rate. But the fact these instances are growing is concerning, showing a gradual spread throughout the
UK.

The Abyss

The name of the site that was once Hoover Dam, now nothing more than an empty reservoir
that once housed the remains of Settlers of Megiddo who sacrificed themselves to The Second
Baptism, willing and unwilling alike. Though the bodies were removed, the Abyss was later used as a
mass grave for countless lives lost to Dirge during its terror across Nevada, with remaining locals only
surviving just long enough in the radiation to attempt to find any final resting place for their dead.

The site was disrupted once again by Dirge after it re-awakened and absorbed the mass grave.

Scotland is now independent after a successful referendum that was pushed mostly by a mysterious
fae Cryptic government. They're doing great, having rejoined the EU and recovered well from the
apocalypse.

Texas took advantage of the apocalypse to secede from the United States. Texas is now a
nation.




Paranatural Entities and Activity

An entity referenced by religious extremist groups in Nevada, the Beast of Many Names is
believed to be a warning to humanity as the culmination of its sins.

The One Who Scours, The Angel Wha Stands In The Sun; Joyous Shall He Be Who Razes All; The Light
Without Whom We Shall Never See; The Construct Of Death At The End Of All Things, The Second
Baptism Who Rises From The Earth; The Zealot Of Fire, The Inheritance Who Descends Upon Our
Daughters; The Ossuary Of Reconciliation And Penance Of Our Sons; The Noxious Abomination Of
Desolation.

The Bell Witch, or Bell Witch Haunting, is a legend from Tennessee surrounding the
aforementioned Bell family. According to accounts, from 1817 to 1821, the family came under attack
by a mostly invisible entity that was able to speak, affect the physical environment, and shapeshift.
Some records also claim that the spirit was clairvoyant and capable of crossing long distances with
superhuman speed. Eventually, the patriarch of the family was allegedly poisoned by this entity.

Black Aggie is a statue of a seated figure in a shroud that was formerly placed on the grave of
General Felix Agnus in Druid Ridge Cemetery in Pikesville, Maryland. Allegedly, spending a night in its
lap would cause the person to be haunted by the ghosts of those buried there. No grass would grow on
the ground where the statue's shadow would lie during the daytime. Some accounts even mentioned it
animating at night, and physically moving with glowing red eyes. It has since been removed.

Black-eyed children are a subset of paranormal creatures that resemble children between the
ages of 6 and 16. They commonly have pale skin and black eyes, and are seen hitchhiking or



panhandling, though they can also be found on homes' front steps. Experts in the field believe these
children to be extraterrestrials, vampires, or ghosts.

The Book of Sayga is an occult text that dates to at least the 1500s. It was once owned by
John Dee, and contained magical spells, writings about demonology and astrology, as well as the
names and genealogies of angels. It also has 36 cryptic tables that have remained undeciphered for
centuries until being solved in 1998 by Jim Reeds. Each table turned out to be based on a six-letter
code word, though the meaning of those code words or what message the tables were meant to
communicate are still a mystery.

The Codex Gigas, aka Devil's Bible, is a massive 800 year old tome that is thought to be the
world's largest surviving medieval manuscript. The book's sinister reputation stems from a full-color
portrait of the devil contained in its pages, and a legend about how it got there. Allegedly, the author of
the book sold his soul to the devil in order to write a book containing all the world's knowledge in a
single night. There have been several odd stories surrounding the book since then, but it seems to be
largely benign.

(CW: Body horror)

Dirge, named for the lamenting, somber songs of funerals due to the painful cries it makes as
it wanders and the endless dead forming them, is a titanic, amalgamated abomination that roams the
Mojave Desert, seen by many but indescribable by all. It seems to seek out water endlessly but can
never drink in time, doomed to suffer excruciating pain from its fused, burned horror for eternity. Its
presence evaporates all water.

When knowledge of its existence was confirmed and became widespread, the US military assembled
to neutralize it. At the time, Dirge was not believed to be a paranatural entity, but a child of scientific
horror, formed in the wake of nuclear testing across the United States. However, weapons did not



deter it, and use of additional nuclear weapons in its attempted neutralization only strengthened its
implausible form until it was finally knocked into a ravine that was later quarantined off from the
public.

Following the emergence of Cryptics in 2020 and mass instances of apocalyptic, supernatural events
across the world, Dirge reappeared in search of its eternally elusive reward, now a writhing, breathing
mass grave imbued by the lives lost during the Cryptics' descent. This time, it does not roam, too
heavy to emerge from its final resting place inside the reservoir of the Hoover Dam—but how long
until the walls break?

When Cryptics descended upon the world, Japan was under the mercy of three large elemental
beings that controlled the forces of nature. The public never gave them an official name, since their
destruction was immediate and great. With their combined forces, the Elemental Cryptics demolished
every major city in the country, killing millions. The three cryptics can be described as such:

Storm Cryptic: A large collection of strong winds, rain, and lightning filled clouds. It floats above the
country in its humanoid form, bringing hurricanes that tear through cities.

Volcano Cryptic: Slightly smaller than the Storm Cryptic, this sizable one takes the form of a
mountainous, turtle like shape. With a single stomp, it creates earthquakes that nearly split the
country in two.

Wave Cryptic: This is the largest of them all, taking the form of a massive octopus. It pushes the
waves to become tsunamis that have completely submerged Japan's southern island.

About a year and a half ago, the Storm Cryptic was above Asahikawa, Japan, and dissipated, according
to eyewitness testimony who lived to tell the tale. The being has not been spotted since.

The Grand Grimoire is one of the four specific and undisguised handbooks of Black Magic. The
first section contains instructions for summoning a demon, and for the construction of tools with
which to force a demon to do one's bidding. The second section contains instructions for making a



pact with a demon, allowing one to command the spirit without the tools required by the first section,
but at greater risk.

Leylines were first described in the 1960s, in which historical structures and landmarks seemed to
align in a grid-like fashion on the world map. Later, speculations amongst followers lead groups to
believe that these were either magnetic traces, or possibly something more mystical and
paranatural—the very essence of earth's energies. There were even reports that these lines attracted
extraterrestrial beings. With this as the current theory, followers have claimed it then drove
civilization to place important historical structures on them, and that natural landmarks were born
from its presence.

In early 2019, ‘a case-study delved into a decade's worth of earthquakes in California to parse out a
faint signal that they hope may offer a glimpse into early detection for the public.’ (source) This signal
was tracked through shifting magnetic fields 24-72 hours prior to an earthquake, which was later
confirmed as the signal amplified into the current destructive events of the West Coast.

Necronomicon, also referred to as the Book of the Dead, is a book bound in human flesh and
inked in blood, and possibly the most haunted book of all time. It contains spells to raise the dead and
summon ancient creatures, but at the cost of inflicting insanity and death upon its readers. The
original, unabridged copy was kept in a locker of Massachusetts' Miskatonic University, but went
missing in the 1990s.

The Northumberland Ghost Ship is said to sail the Northumberland Strait in eastern Canada.
Those who have claimed to see this vessel say that before being completely engulfed in flames right
before your eyes, it appears to be a beautiful four-mast schooner. A sighting of the ship signals a
northeast wind, and is said to be a warning of an oncoming storm.



https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2022JB024109

A numbers station is a shortwave radio station characterized by broadcasts of formatted
numbers or code, which are believed to be addressed to intelligence officers operating in foreign
countries.

Most stations have set time schedules, or schedule patterns; however, other stations appear to have
no discernible pattern and broadcast at unpredictable times.

Aside from suspected espionage, many believe that Number Stations may be a form of haunting or
communication from beyond the stars.

With the manifesting of supernatural creatures came the appearance of trafficking. Some
people desire monster parts for experimentation, some for fame, some for fortune. Hunters exist and it
is possible to get that special something you're looking for, may it be a hellhound tooth or a strand of
hair of a kelpie. People usually deal with middlemen, since hunters work hidden.

The Voynich Manuscript is one of the most mysterious and feared books of all time. Written in
the 15th century, all 240 pages are inscribed in an indecipherable language that is said to have cursed
people with bad luck for years. While countless historians and researchers have tried to crack the
code, none have been successful.

People

A coalition of world powers which remains largely anonymous— apparently in an attempt at
humility. Ascentsy first appeared shortly after the apocalypse of 2020, contributing massive resources
towards the rebuilding of mankind's infrastructure. It's thanks to them that the internet remains online



(in regions that it still works, at least), and that many roads and public modes of transportation still
function. At this point, Ascentsy also controls nearly all modes of airborne travel.

There doesn't seem to be one ‘hub’ for Ascentsy, as they have satellite stations all over the world.
Many of these were constructed in locations strongly affected by paranatural phenomena, in an
attempt to study them.

Casimir Enterprises is a Canadian corporation based in Halifax that specializes in capital
management. They have an investment mandate that encompasses almost every asset type:
distressed securities, equities, hedging and arbitrage positions, commodities, real estate-related
securities, etc. They also offer discretionary advisory services to private funds. While they have
international business connections, they're not very well known on an international stage. You
probably haven't heard of them if you're not Canadian and stupidly wealthy.

The Children of the Primordial Dark are the survivors of the Shroud's first initial attack. What
started as an organization to help get everyone back on their feet quickly became a quasi-religion
surrounding the Shroud.

They are a culture that rely little on currency, pray to and worship the Shroud, and all work together in
order to support their communities. Interviews claim a hard but fulfilling life despite there being little
food and creature comforts to go around.

Members of the group are allowed to leave but must go so alone- That even if their children say they
wish to stay, they must stay, and you are only allowed to return to the Children of the Primordial Dark
once.

On the topic of leaving there is a special sect of people within the group called Travelers who leave the
Shroud to sell goods, trade, and work for the well-being of the Children. In return they get free reign to
come and go from the Shroud and also get better rations than the average member.



People born outside the Children of the Primordial Dark are allowed to come and join them provided
that they have the means to pull their weight, and a large number of these converted people are blind
and helped bring in braille as the Children of the Primordial Dark's primary record keeping language.

The beliefs and scriptures of the group are kept hidden from outsiders.

FOA.com, or ‘Forum of Abramelin’, is a popular message board for those interested in the
occult. It offers tools and resources to those curious enough to take a peek, but also has extensive
discussion threads on magic, theology, cryptozoology, and (more recently) cryptics themselves.

Gladys Locke is a published Environmental Engineer, whose credentials has been scrubbed from
several documentaries after being criticized and eventually discredited from her work.

The document in question was extremely controversial, as it pushed for finding better sustainable
energies in the world outside of the finite uses of oil and even water and electricity. This publishing
not only irritated the companies in question and exposed several of them for neglect, but also delved
into the possibilities of leyline activity being utilized into current technologies. Quickly categorized as
pseudoarchaeology and pseudoscience, Gladys was let go after pressure from her work was amplified
under the scrutiny of other energy companies filing false accusations and defamation.

Soon after that, she was critically injured and unable to return to work, retiring to Aurora, Oregon with
her daughter.

The Mikazuki Corporation is a multi billion dollar tech conglomerate that is a household name
in most corners of the world. They are world leaders in mobile technology, computer technology,
household gadgets, ease of life technology, and most recently, vehicles. The corporation was known
for their big risks and large strides in innovation.



When the world fell into chaos 2 years ago, the company fell apart, and has been slowly regrouping its
resources to help rebuild Japan, their home country of operation.

Rooted Dreams was founded by Haldérra Bragadottir in the year 1995, on the back of her
public popularity as a star of the silver screen in her home country of Iceland, and with her family
inheritance. It serves as a private foundation funding environmental preservation, activism, and
awareness causes, with a particular focus on education and prevention in relation to human
overconsumption and over-expansion.

In 1999 Magnus Valdisson, Haldorra's newly wedded husband, joined the foundation as a central figure.

The foundation persists still today, largely still funded by the primary pair's wealth, which was mostly
amassed from successful angel investments, especially in the early 2000s. Still, it hosts yearly gala
summits to further fundraise and spread awareness, especially among the social elite. The scope and
look of these summits have shifted in the years since the apocalypse of course, given the world has
had to adjust. That said, Haldorra has attempted to maintain the spectacle they were known for, in
hopes to push that humanity and art persists despite everything.

A branch derivative of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints established in the 1930s by
self-proclaimed prophet, seer, and revelator Joshua Jennings, the Settlers of Megiddo originated in
Utah and set up their first of many communes between the border of Arizona and Utah.

In the decades that followed, the group expanded, with select individuals appointed by Jennings, later
known as the Elder Brotherhood, establishing additional communities in remote, desert areas across
the southwestern United States.

Though the state of Nevada was evacuated and eventually abandoned by its government in the 1980s,
the Settlers of Megiddo in the area, ever faithful to their creed, remained hidden away from the world
in their compounds, with many outside followers flocking to the Mojave Desert compound following a
campaign created by Jennings' sons, Christopher and Ezra, who inherited leadership in the
organization following their father's deteriorating health.



Outsiders are not invited or welcomed into the Settlers under any circumstances, and trespassers
who stumble upon their locations are treated with violent hostility. Its beliefs and scriptures are
assumed to be similar to the Mormon church it is derived from, with an emphasis on self-sustainment,
preparation for the apocalypse, and lack of contact with the world outside of the compounds.

Testimonies from former members and information associated with them did not garner much interest
or media attention until 2013, when the site of a mass murder-suicide was discovered by civilians in
the Mojave Desert made international headlines.

Events

Since a year prior to the apocalypse, massive patterns have appeared globally. They were most
often labeled crop circles, but this was not always an accurate descriptor, as the physical nature of
the patterns varied. Sometimes they were dug from the earth, sometimes they were painted across
stone. They were always massive though, and always made up of a collection of lines (both straight
and curved) and circles. New ones still pop up across the globe from time to time.

In the early fall of 2021, one such crop circle in England was accompanied by the gruesomely
deceased bodies of a few local townsfolk. A farmer confessed to the crimes and the creation of the
pattern, naming a few others as accomplices though they have maintained their innocence. It was
quite a sad story in the country's news given the timing of everything; all were condemned to life in
prison mere days after the confessor's young daughter finally received a life-saving transplant she had
been waitlisted for. Many local news sources covered the more tragic nuances of the whole
predicament.

It is the only time a source has been concretely attributed to one of these patterns.

In North America, pillars of darkness have descended upon what seems like a random number
and pattern of people, who then vanished. All their possessions were left behind, but they were
immediately forgotten despite the evidence of their existence. Only certain people remember them,
and no one knows why these specific people remember.



In the 1980s, the sudden disappearance of water in the state of Nevada resulted in an
emergency declaration and immediate relief sent in response from other states and bordering
countries—all of which disappeared within hours of delivery along with the cities they were sent to.

Finding themselves with no viable strategy to end the threat, people in Nevada were evacuated in
groups. The entire state was finally abandoned by its government, leaving only voluntary residents
behind with no guarantee of evacuation services by the end of the year.

Nevada became a wasteland, but finally left to their own devices, the Settlers of Megiddo—and plenty
of others willing to risk it all and make Nevada whatever they wanted it to be without
protest—inherited the earth and thrived.

lceland

Geothermal levels in [celand have greatly increased since the apocalypse. Volcanic and geyser
activity is even maore common, and much more consistently precarious.

San Andreas Fault

The west coast of the United States and portions of Canada suffered extreme earthquakes
along the San Andreas fault up towards the Cascadia's in the 2022 disasters. With magnitudes
reaching beyond 8.0, many communities were flattened while several others succumbed to the
aftershocks. Since then, seismic activity has become extremely common and much more destructive
than in the past.

Several new communities have popped up or rebuilt as they fight to survive in their newfound
territories amongst the trembles and other oddities, while others have moved away to what they
believed was safer grounds. Theories arrived from other world events that some form of Cryptid must
have caused these incredible quakes, while others fought that this was the inevitable ‘Big One'.




Media

The work of A. A. Milne entered the public domain in 2015. The following year an independent
book was published by an “Albus Canes” adding a new character to the cast of friends in the 100 Acre
Woods, Posey the Opossum.
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