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Are you planning to work in Thailand in 2024? If so, obtaining a work permit is a crucial step in  
ensuring that you can legally work in the country. In this comprehensive guide, we'll walk you 
through the process of getting a work permit in Thailand, including the requirements, application 
process, and important considerations. 

Understanding the Importance of a Work Permit 
A work permit is a legal document that allows foreigners to work in Thailand. It is essential to 
have a valid work permit before starting any employment in the country, as failure to do so can 
result in fines, imprisonment, and deportation. Under Thai law, "work" is defined broadly and 
includes both physical and mental activities, regardless of whether compensation is received. 
Even volunteer work requires a work permit in Thailand. 

 



Types of Non-Immigrant Visas for Working in Thailand 

Visa Type Description 

Non-Immigrant B Visa 
(Business Visa) 

Issued to foreigners who wish to conduct business or work in 
a Thai company 

Non-Immigrant IB Visa 
(Investment and Business 
Visa) 

Issued to foreigners who wish to invest or conduct business 
in Thailand 

Non-Immigrant B-A Visa 
(Business Approved Visa) 

Granted to foreigners who invest in a business in Thailand, 
with the associated company assisting in processing the visa 

Non-Immigrant O Visa 
(Family Visa) 

Issued to foreigners who are married to a Thai national or 
have family in Thailand 

 

Requirements for Obtaining a Work Permit in Thailand 

Who Needs a Work Permit in Thailand? 
Do foreigners working for their home country company in Thailand need a work permit? 
​
No. If you are a foreigner working for your home country company and performing work in 
Thailand, you do NOT need a work permit. 
 
Do foreigners employed by a Thai company or school need a work permit? 
​
Yes. If you are employed by a Thai company or educational institution, you MUST obtain a work 
permit. The employer is responsible for facilitating the work permit process for you. 
 
Can foreigners start a business in Thailand without a work permit? 
​
No. If you want to start a business in Thailand as a foreigner, you CAN do so, but you will still 
need a Thai business partner. Additionally, if you are a foreigner serving as a director or board 
member of the company, you will also require a work permit. 

 



The key points are:​
 

●​ According to Thai labor laws, foreigners working remotely for their home country 
company while in Thailand, without any contractual ties to a Thai employer, are exempt 
from obtaining a Thai work permit. 

●​ Foreigners employed by Thai entities (companies, schools, etc.) must have a work 
permit, which the employer must arrange. 

●​ Foreigners starting a business in Thailand need a Thai partner and must obtain a work 
permit if serving as a director or board member. 

 
By clarifying these scenarios, we can help address the common misconceptions surrounding 
work permit requirements for foreigners in Thailand. 

SMART Visa: A New Option for Highly-Skilled Professionals 
and Entrepreneurs 
If you're looking to establish a 100% foreign-owned business in Thailand, the SMART S visa 
could be an excellent option for you. Introduced in 2018 the SMART S visa aims to attract and 
facilitate startup entrepreneurs in Thailand's targeted industries. This visa presents an 
outstanding opportunity in 2024 for those seeking to launch their entrepreneurial ventures in the 
Kingdom. 

The SMART S Visa: An Overview 
The SMART S visa is specifically designed for technology-based startup entrepreneurs in 
Thailand's targeted industries. Here's what you need to know about this visa: 

Eligibility Criteria 
●​ A minimum deposit of 600,000 THB or equivalent in a bank account (in Thailand or your 

home country), held for at least 3 months 
●​ Participation in an incubation, accelerator program, or similar initiative endorsed by 

relevant government agencies 
●​ Establishment of a company in Thailand within 1 year, with at least 25% ownership or 

holding a director position in a company operating in the targeted industries 
●​ Possession of health insurance covering your entire stay in Thailand 

 



Benefits of the SMART S Visa 
●​ 1-year visa with the possibility of renewal for up to 2 years if requirements are met 
●​ No separate work permit required for working in the endorsed company 
●​ 90-day reporting to immigration extended to once a year 
●​ No re-entry permit required 
●​ Spouse and children granted permission to stay in Thailand for the same duration as the 

SMART Visa holder 
●​ Spouse granted permission to work without a separate work permit 

Application Process 
1.​ Obtain a qualification endorsement from relevant government agencies 
2.​ Submit the visa application, along with the endorsement and required documents, at a 

Thai embassy/consulate or the One-Stop Service Center (OSS) in Thailand 
​
While the process may seem daunting, having a reliable Thai assistant by your side can make it 
much easier and more convenient. Your assistant can help you prepare and present your 
business plan, update you on the application process, and assist with gathering the necessary 
documents. 
 
At YourAssistants.co, our experienced team is here to support you every step of the way, 
ensuring a smooth and successful SMART S visa application process. Whether you need help 
with presentations, document preparation, or any other aspect of your entrepreneurial journey in 
Thailand, we've got you covered. 

 



Let's Compare: Which Visa Suits You Best? 
 

Criteria Work Permit SMART S Visa 

Can work with a company 

registered in Thailand 
No  Yes  

Can work with a Thai company Yes  
Not specified, but likely allowed if the 

company is in a targeted industry  

Can conduct business and 

meet clients in Thailand 

Yes, within scope of 

employment  
Yes  

Can invest 100% in a Thai 

company 
No  

Yes, if setting up a startup company in a 

targeted industry, provided you meet the 

specified requirements  

Can start a new business in 

Thailand 
No  

Yes, this is a key purpose of the SMART S 

visa for startup entrepreneurs  

 



Let YourAssistants.co Guide You to the Right Visa 
Finding the most suitable visa option for working or starting a business in Thailand can be a 
daunting task. With our extensive expertise, YourAssistants.co is here to simplify the process 
and ensure you obtain the right visa for your specific needs. 
 
Whether you require a work permit, the innovative SMART Visa, or any other visa category, our 
experienced team will guide you through the complexities of Thai immigration regulations. We'll 
help you understand the requirements, prepare the necessary documentation, and navigate the 
application process seamlessly. 
 
Don't let visa complications hold you back from pursuing your professional goals in Thailand. 
Trust YourAssistants.co to be your reliable partner, providing personalized assistance and 
ensuring a hassle-free visa experience.  
 
Contact us today, and let's explore the visa option that aligns perfectly with your 
aspirations in the Land of Smiles. 
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