
 STAT165 / 265: Forecasting 

Discussion 3: Reference Class Group Exercises 
2/7/2025 

 
You will work through this sheet in class on Friday, 2/7 in groups of 2-3. In the first 
question, you’ll brainstorm what reference classes might be helpful to look up. In the second 
question, you’ll reflect on your past forecast on one of the homework problems and discuss 
with your group. In the third question, you’ll use reference class information: we provide 
you with reference class information for one of the forecasting questions on the upcoming 
homework (HW3 Q2), and you’ll discuss how to use information to help you come up with a 
forecast.  
 
Please submit the Discussion sheet for participation points on Gradescope under the 
“Discussion 3 Worksheet” assignment. Submit what you have at the end of the hour – it’s ok 
if you didn’t finish every question thoroughly! 
 
For students who will be absent this Friday, please recall that you have two discussion drops 
this semester. 

 



Q1: For each of the following questions, brainstorm 3 reference classes that you would use 
to answer it:  

(a)​In the 2016 Summer Olympics, how many medals did the US win by the end of the 
day on August 9th 2016? (The 2016 Summer Olympics took place in Brazil from 
August 5th 2016 to August 21st 2016.)  

(b)​What will the Rotten Tomatoes rating (i.e the average tomatometer) be for Season 4 
of All of Mankind on March 31st, 2024? All of Mankind is an Apple TV+ series; 
Season 1 was released in Nov 2019, Season 2 in Feb 2021, Season 3 in June 2022, 
and Season 4 in Nov 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Q2: Reflect on your forecast for HW1 Q1 (How many people will be in lecture at 4:15pm on 
Wednesday, January 24th?). Discuss what approaches you used, how you did, and what 
lessons you learned. (Note that the answer was resolved to be 75 based on a count by 
course staff.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q3: Consider the following forecasting question from HW3: How many three-pointers will 
Steph Curry attempt in the February 10th NBA game between the Golden State Warriors 
and the Phoenix Suns? (HW3 Q2). (As usual, come up with an 80% confidence interval.)   
 
We provide reference class information on the next page. Discuss how you would use this 
reference class information to come up with a forecast, and any other sources you would 
want to consult later.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Reference Class Information 
 
Here are a few figures that could be useful to come up with a base rate. 
 
Steph Curry’s statistics for three-pointers by season 
 
 
3P% = 3 pointer percentage (fraction of attempted three pointers that were made)  
GP = games played 
PPG = points per game 
3PA = three pointers attempted 

 
 



Steph Curry’s statistics for games against the Suns 
 



Steph Curry’s recent game statistics 
3M-3A= number of 3-pointers made-number of 3-pointers attempted 


	 STAT165 / 265: Forecasting 
	Discussion 3: Reference Class Group Exercises 

