
SoCal Pro Series Returns to Southern California With Men’s and Women’s $25,000 
Tournaments To Start Year At Pepperdine University In Malibu January 2-8, 2023 
  
Valuable ATP and WTA Ranking Points At Stake as Top-Ranked Juniors and Collegiates Have 
Chance To Work Their Way Up Competitive Pathway Ladder 
  
NOVEMBER 15, 2022 – The SoCal Pro Series makes it return to Southern California with 
$25,000 men’s and women’s tournaments to take place Jan. 2-8 at Ralphs-Straus Tennis Center 
on the campus of Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif., event organizers from USTA Southern 
California have announced. 
  
This past summer, rising SoCal juniors, collegiates and aspiring touring professionals benefitted 
from six men’s and six women’s singles and doubles tournaments at sites in San Diego and Los 
Angeles County over seven weeks as part of the inaugural SoCal Pro Series, a USTA Pro 
Circuit event that are also part of the ITF World Tennis Tour. 
  
Led by SoCal Pro Series Committee Chairman Chris Boyer, the tour filled a need for future 
touring pros who had few opportunities to earn ATP and WTA ranking points close to home 
without traveling to South America or Europe where the majority of the tournaments take place. 
  
Like the summer tournaments, Boyer said all main draw and qualifying wild cards for both of the 
January events will be awarded to Southern California juniors or players attending universities 
full-time in Southern California. Boyer added that another 12 events consisting of six men’s and 
six women’s tournaments are planned for the start of the summer in 2023. 
  
“We couldn’t be happier to see the SoCal Pro Series expanded to include a combined men’s 
and women’s $25,000 event at Pepperdine to start the new year,” Boyer said. “Piggy-backing on 
the success we had during the 12 events held in SoCal over the summer, these tournaments 
will continue to give our young players like Learner Tien, Alex Michelsen, Eryn Cayetano, and 
Katherine Hui, just to name a few, an incredible opportunity to earn valuable ATP and WTA 
points and continue their rise up the world rankings.” 
  
Boyer chairs a blue-chip committee that includes SoCal tennis luminaries such as Paul 
Annacone, Lindsey Davenport, Peggy Michel, Peter Smith, Cynthia Nieman, and Marianne 
Werdel. Major donations were provided by prominent members of the SoCal tennis community 
including Bruce Kleege, Heliane Steden, Toby Crabel, and others. Wilson Sporting Goods, the 
Bryan Bros. Foundation and Crabel Investments are major SoCal Pro Series sponsors. 
  
Cathy Jacobson, who for more than 40 years ran the popular Billie Jean King and El Dorado 
Park tennis centers in Long Beach, has been named the tournament director and supervisor for 
the January tournaments. 
 
  



“I am proud and excited to be the Tournament Director for this prestigious tournament 
Pepperdine in January, but also to be the Supervisor for all of the SoCal Pro Series tournaments 
coming up in 2023,” Jacobson said. “I am honored to be a part of this awesome and 
hard-working USTA SoCal team that provides growing opportunities for our SoCal players. Each 
of these events provide valuable exposure to professional competition for many up-and-coming 
talented athletes in Southern California.” 
  
Weekend semifinals and finals matches will be live-streamed and commentated by Cracked 
Racquets popular analyst Alex Gruskin, who called the action over the summer and was joined 
by Annacone and San Diego product and current ATP player Bradley Klahn. 
  
A pre-qualifying tournament with only Southern California residents and those attending college 
in the region eligible to enter and receive wild cards will take place Dec. 9-11 at Lakewood 
Tennis Center. The singles winner will receive a main-draw wild card into the Pepperdine 
tournament, with the runner-up a wild card into qualifying. 
  
To register for the pre-qualifying tournament at Lakewood Tennis Center, go here: 
https://playtennis.usta.com/Competitions/lakewoodtenniscenter/Tournaments/overview/525960E
8-D4B7-4C33-9192-E97F2B427C23 
  
To learn more about the SoCal Pro Series and apply for a wild card, go to: 
https://www.ustasocal.com/pro. Like the Facebook page at www.facebook.com/SoCalProCircuit; 
Follow along on Instagram: @SoCalProCircuit 
  
About USTA Southern California: Founded in 1887, USTA Southern California is one of the 17 
sections of the United States Tennis Association. Comprising Imperial, Kern, Los Angeles, 
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura 
Counties, the Southern California section is one of the nation's most prolific contributors of 
tennis talent and supports the growth of the game by fostering opportunities at all levels, 
developing innovative programming, and providing for communities though its charitable arm, 
the SCTA Foundation. Nationally, the USTA is a not-for-profit organization committed to 
promoting the game of tennis by offering quality recreational and competitive programs for 
people of all ages and abilities. 
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