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Background:
The subcommittee’s inquiry began January 2021 when a faculty member presented concerns to the UCFA regarding his experience as a respondent to a charge brought against him (the charge resulted in no finding); specifically, concerns pertaining to the investigative process.  The UCFA formed the subcommittee, UCFA – OIE Subcommittee, to take a critical look at OIE procedures and the transparency thereof; to assess information provided and resources available to respondents; and to identify/recommend changes or revisions that better support respondents throughout the investigative process.

The Subcommittee initially met with OIE investigators (Nicole Schmidtke, Debra Martinez, and Tanya Jachimiak) February 9, 2021, and with Brian Quinn, VP for Legal Affairs and General Counsel, and Shannon Torres, Associate General Counsel, on April 30, 2021.  In both meetings we raised our concerns regarding MSU's support and/or resources available to faculty respondents.  

Subsequent follow-up emails with Brian Quinn (Fall Semester 2021) indicated effort toward assessing support for respondents, including employing two full-time Respondent Advisors.  The Subcommittee agreed to take a “wait and watch” approach through Fall Semester to allow time for the action items identified by VP Quinn to progress.  

Update:
The Subcommittee met Spring Semester 2022, February 17th.  We agreed it would be helpful to our understanding of the investigative process, particularly the resources and support made available to respondents, to meet with Respondent Advisors.  We requested and have scheduled a meeting with Respondent Advisors, Michelle Hamilton and Ralph Johnson, and their supervisor, Marilyn Tarrant.  We will meet Tuesday, March 15th, via Zoom.

End of Report.
