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GENERAL READINGS/RESOURCES: 

Berger, D, M. Kaba & D. Stein (2017). What Abolitionists do. 
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2017/08/prison-abolition-reform-mass-incarceration 

Correia, D. & Wall, T. (2018). Police: A Field Guide 
https://www.versobooks.com/books/2530-police 

Critical Resistance - Abolish Policing http://criticalresistance.org/abolish-policing/ 

CR10 Publications Collective (2008) Abolition Now: Ten Years of Strategy and 
Struggle Against the Prison Industrial Complex 
http://criticalresistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Critical-Resistance-Abolition-
Now-Ten-Years-of-Strategy-and-Struggle-against-the-Prison-Industrial-Complex.pdf 

Davis, Angela (2003). Are Prisons Obsolete? [PDF] 
https://www.feministes-radicales.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Angela-Davis-Are_
Prisons_Obsolete.pdf 

Dixon, E. & L. Piepzna-Samarasinha. (2020) Beyond Survival. AK Press. [book] 
https://www.akpress.org/beyond-survival.html 

Gossett, R., D. Spade, & H. Dector, (2013) No One Is Disposable: Everyday 
Practices of Prison Abolition 
https://www.democracynow.org/2014/3/6/angela_davis_on_prison_abolition_the  

Kaba, M (2014) Police ‘Reforms’ You Should Always Oppose 
https://truthout.org/articles/police-reforms-you-should-always-oppose/ 
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Keller, B (2019) What Do Abolitionists Really Want? 
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/13/what-do-abolitionists-really-want 

Kushner, R. (2019). Is Prison Necessary? Ruth Wilson Gilmore Might Change Your 
Mind. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/magazine/prison-abolition-ruth-wilson-gilmore.h
tml  

Law, V (2017) Protection Without Police: North American Community Responses to 
Violence in the 1970s and Today 
https://uppingtheanti.org/journal/article/12-protection-without-police/ 

Levin, S (2020) What does 'defund the police' mean? The rallying cry sweeping the 
US – explained 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/05/defunding-the-police-us-what-doe
s-it-mean 

Macaré, J., Schenwar, M. & Price, A. (2016). Who Do You Serve, Who Do You 
Protect? - FREE EBOOK: 
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/952-who-do-you-serve-who-do-you-protect?
discount_code=WHODOYOUSERVE 

Martin, J (2020) Six Ideas for a Cop-Free World 
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/police-brutality-cop-free-world-prot
est-199465/#ixzz3MAjhe2IM 

Prison Abolition FAQ by @sheabutterfemme 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/182cay4IFu4S3wJuTChWA63NAKXqmJIDgkSx
uNDZZTZo/mobilebasic  

Purnell, D. & M. Stahly-Butts (2019) The Police Can’t Solve the Problem. They Are 
the Problem. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/26/opinion/the-police-cant-solve-the-problem-they-
are-the-problem.html 

Rose City Copwatch (2008) Alternatives to Police 
https://rosecitycopwatch.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/alternatives-to-police-draft.pdf 

Ryder, O (2018) What Does Justice Look Like Without Prisons? 
https://novaramedia.com/2018/01/14/what-does-justice-look-like-without-prisons/ 

Stuart, T (2020) A Practical Guide to Defunding the Police 
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/defund-the-police-1007254/ 
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Thought Slime (2018) All Cops are Bad 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vk5xnEL8mYg 

Twitter thread by @jaybeware on what abolition does and doesn’t mean: 
https://twitter.com/jaybeware/status/1269632115060224002?s=20  

Vitale, A (2017) The End of Policing 
https://www.versobooks.com/books/2817-the-end-of-policing 

ABOLITION AND (BLACK) FEMINISM: 

AAPF (2015) #SayHerName: Resisting Police Brutality Against Black Women 
https://aapf.org/sayhernamereport 

Bernstein, E. (2012). Carceral politics as gender justice? The “traffic in women” and 
neoliberal circuits of crime, sex, and rights. Theory and Society, 41(3), pp.233-259. 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11186-012-9165-9 

Bowcott, O. (2019). #MeToo and the justice system: complaints up, but convictions 
down. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/oct/15/metoo-justice-system-complaints-up
-convictions-down  

Davis, Angela (2017) [video] Abolition Feminism: Theories and Practices for Our 
Time 
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/3561-video-angela-davis-abolition-feminism-theor
ies-and-practices-for-our-time 

Dearden, L. (2019). Only 1.7% of reported rapes prosecuted in England and Wales. 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/rape-prosecution-england-wales-victi
ms-court-cps-police-a8885961.html  

Law, V. (2014). Against Carceral Feminism. 
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2014/10/against-carceral-feminism/  

Law, V. (2017). Does Our Belief in Women's Stories of Sexual Violence Extend to 
Survivors Behind Bars? 
https://truthout.org/articles/does-our-belief-in-women-s-stories-of-sexual-violence-ext
end-to-survivors-behind-bars/  

Law, V. (2018). How Can We Reconcile Prison Abolition With #MeToo? 
https://filtermag.org/how-can-we-reconcile-prison-abolition-with-metoo/  
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Mansfield, M. & Cooper, V. (2017). The Failure to Protect Women in the Criminal 
Justice System. In: V. Cooper and D. Whyte, ed., The Violence of Austerity. London: 
Pluto Press, pp.188-194. 

Phipps, A. (2020). What do we do?. [Online]. Manchester University Press. Available 
at: https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/articles/what-do-we-do-me-not-you/ 

Press, A. (2018). #MeToo must avoid "carceral feminism". [Online] Vox. Available at: 
https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2018/2/1/16952744/me-too-larry-nassar-judge-aqui
lina-feminism  

Roberts, A. (2016). Gendered states of punishment and welfare. [book] 

Sweet, E. (2016). Carceral feminism. Dialogues in Human Geography, 6(2), 
pp.202-205. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2043820616655041 

ABOLITION AND RACE/IMMIGRATION: 

Anderson, B., Sharma, N. & Wright, C., 2009. Editorial: Why No Borders. Refuge, 
26(2), pp. 5-18. Available at: 
https://refuge.journals.yorku.ca/index.php/refuge/article/view/32074 

The Atlantic - The Black Family in the Age of Mass Incarceration 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/10/the-black-family-in-the-age-of
-mass-incarceration/403246/ 

Angela Davis on Black Lives Matter, Palestine, and the Future of Radicalism 
https://lithub.com/angela-davis-on-black-lives-matter-palestine-and-the-future-of-radi
calism/?fbclid=IwAR2RZJkrDuFmMJ uk 
ucMBK0hSmufEJt5gYe8NC0rup5q6Pke3oWeNxWXJWcpZQ 

Emejulu, A. & Bassel, L. (2017). Women of Colour’s Anti-Austerity Activism. In: V. 
Cooper and D. Whyte, ed., The Violence of Austerity. London: Pluto Press, 
pp.117-122. 

Inquest - BAME Deaths in Police Custody 
https://www.inquest.org.uk/bame-deaths-in-police-custody  

Loyd, J., Mitchelson, M., & Burridge, A. (2012). Beyond Walls and Cages. Prisons, 
Borders, and Global Crisis. [book] 

McVeigh, T. (2016). Why activists brought the Black Lives Matter movement to the 
UK. [Online] the Guardian. Available at: 

https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/articles/what-do-we-do-me-not-you/
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/aug/06/black-lives-matter-uk-found-vital-
social-justice  

Neocleous, M. & Kastrinou, M. (2016). The EU hotspot Police war against the 
migrant. https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/commentary/the-eu-hotspot 

Roberts, D. (2014). Complicating the triangle of race, class and state: the insights of 
black feminists. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 37(10), pp.1776-1782. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01419870.2014.931988 

Russell, E. & Carlton, B. (2013). Pathways, race and gender responsive reform: 
Through an abolitionist lens. Theoretical Criminology, 17(4), pp.474-492. 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1362480613497777 

Walia, H. (2013). Undoing Border Imperialism. AK Press. [book] 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/759770/women-criminal-justice-system-2017..pdf 

●​ The prosecution rate was twice as high for Black female defendants than 
White female defendants and over four times higher for Black male 
defendants than White males. In 2017, the rate of prosecution was 2 per 
1,000 population for Black female defendants 29 per 1,000 for black male 
defendants. Compared to 1 per 1,000 for White female defendant and 7 per 
1,000 for White male defendants. [p6] 

ABOLITION AND LGBT/QUEER ISSUES: 

Captive Genders: Trans Embodiment and the Prison Industrial Complex - partial 
PDF 
https://trueleappress.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/stanely-smith-captive-genders.pdf 

Dazed - What it’s like to be trans in the UK prison system 
https://www.dazeddigital.com/life-culture/article/46703/1/what-its-like-to-be-transgend
er-in-the-uk-prison-system 

Gorden, C. et. al. (2017). A Literature Review of Transgender People in Prison: An 
‘invisible’ population in England and Wales. Prison Service Journal, (233), pp.11-22. 

Stanley, E., Spade, D. & Queer (In)Justice (2012). Queering Prison Abolition, Now? 
American Quarterly, 64(1), pp.115-127. 
http://againstequality.org/files/queering_prison_abolition_now.pdf 
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/aug/06/black-lives-matter-uk-found-vital-social-justice
https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/commentary/the-eu-hotspot
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01419870.2014.931988
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1362480613497777
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/759770/women-criminal-justice-system-2017..pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/759770/women-criminal-justice-system-2017..pdf
https://trueleappress.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/stanely-smith-captive-genders.pdf
https://www.dazeddigital.com/life-culture/article/46703/1/what-its-like-to-be-transgender-in-the-uk-prison-system
https://www.dazeddigital.com/life-culture/article/46703/1/what-its-like-to-be-transgender-in-the-uk-prison-system
http://againstequality.org/files/queering_prison_abolition_now.pdf


OTHER READINGS/RESOURCES LISTS: 

Abolition Journal - Central Park Five Syllabus: A Supplementary Reading List 
﻿https://abolitionjournal.org/central-park-five-syllabus/?fbclid=IwAR0IE1rMErpflG-5jf9
G2_fILIRru9bS9QiRliUq2x_3F2xt4XWDZahqPhw 

Abolitionist Futures Reading Group: 
https://abolitionistfutures.com/pre-conference-events/abolitionist-reading-discussion-
group/reading-list/ 

Anti-racism resources for white people (compiled by Sarah Sophie Flicker, Alyssa 
Klein): 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSf
Kie5Fs/mobilebasic 

Fliers on alternatives to policing: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HUpCPvOwUJElxtUP4mCysAY9GyZrSmUk 

Google doc on supporting black lives in the UK (by @perkin_amalaraj): 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10iIz_pFB8DzPkwddc8dcmJdJ0ZMITfTs7lvs4u
yusZk/edit 

Incite! organisation: https://incite-national.org/community-accountability/ 

The Lockdown - Podcast on prisons and the criminal justice system in Britain 
https://novaramedia.com/category/audio/the-lockdown/ 

PDFs of books by black radical thinkers: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mljH99Nwy-SfgbDec-UDHSrrN1_JLmwB 

Radical History Review - Reading Towards Abolition (thanks, Ida!) 
https://www.radicalhistoryreview.org/abusablepast/reading-towards-abolition-a-readin
g-list-on-policing-rebellion-and-the-criminalization-of-blackness/?fbclid=IwAR1EF-lFx
I-uhmVyxY-ZpmD4mYyOcP-CPYEh3OD3QA9Lcr921Jt0wnn3C34  

Twitter Thread on Documentaries about understanding racism, prejudice, police 
brutality, and more https://twitter.com/FILMSHAWTY/status/1266029625626497031 

Verso reading list on abolition and black struggle: 
https://www.versobooks.com/lists/4732-abolition-and-black-struggle 
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