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This course teaches the concept of “Mesoamerica” and its principal periods
and cultures: Olmecs, Mayas, Zapotecs, Mixtecs, Western Cultures, and the
Aztecs.

o The student will get a general understanding of the Mesoamerican world.
o The student will learn the fundamental aspects of the Mesoamerican
cultures.

e Ethnographic origen of America

e Theories of the colonization of America
e Aridoamérica

e Mesoamerica

e Periods; pre-classic, classic, post-classic
e Omecs

e Groups

e The Mayan World

e Zapotecs & Mixtecs

e The Western Region & Cultures
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Bibliography
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e Teotihuacan

e The Myth of Quetzalcoatl
e Toltecs

e The Nahuatl Culture

e Varicties

e Aztecs

e Purépechas.

e Attendance: 20%
e Participation: 20%
e Assignments: 20%
e Essay or final exam: 40%

At the end of the course, the student must submit an essay which addresses
and develops one of the topics covered in class (The concept of
Mesoamerica; Characteristics of the Preclassic, Classic and Postclassic;
Mesoamerican regions; Contemporary rituals) and performs an analysis and
personal opinion on the topics developed.

The class is divided into:
o (lass lecture time: 60%
e Student discussion/participation/comment time: 40%

The times vary according to the needs and dynamics of each group/student,
although efforts are made to respect these times in general.

Required reading (in thematic order):

e Kirchhoff, Paul, Mesoamérica, en Dimension Antropolégica, vol. 19,
mayo-agosto, 2000, pp. 15-32

e Hassing, Ross, La guerra en la antigua Mesoamérica, Arqueologia
Mexicana num. 84, pp. 32-40.

e Graulich, Michel, El sacrificio humano en Mesoamérica, Arqueologia
Mexicana num. 63, pp. 16-21.

e Mendoza Gurrola, Manuel Alejandro, Guia de estudio para el curso
de Historia de Mesoamérica, Departamento de Espafiol para
Extranjeros, FI-UABJO, 2018.

The number of primary sources used:
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Antologia de Arqueologia Mexicana (1995), México Antiguo,
SEP-CNCA-INAH-Editorial Raices, México, 1995.

Antologia de Arqueologia Mexicana (2001), México Antiguo,
volumen II, SEP-CNCA-INAH-Editorial Raices, México, 2001.
Arqueologia Mexicana (1995), Los mexicas, septiembre-octubre
1995, Vol. 111, Num. 15

Arqueologia Mexicana (2002), Tiempo mesoamericano (2500 A.C. —
1521 D.C.) Periodos, regiones y culturas prehispanicas, Edicion
especial 11.

Arqueologia Mexicana (2007), Los Olmecas, septiembre-octubre
2007, Vol. XV, Num. 87

Arqueologia Mexicana (2008), La musica prehispanica. La voz de los
dioses, noviembre-diciembre 2008, Vol. XVI, Num. 94

Arqueologia Mexicana (2012), Mundo Maya. Esplendor de una
cultura, Edicion especial 44.

Arqueologia Mexicana (2015), Implorar con los pies. Procesiones en
Mesoamérica, enero-febrero 2015, Vol. XXII, Nim. 131

Kirchhoff, Paul (1942), Mesoamérica, en Dimension Antropologica,
vol. 19, mayo-agosto, 2000, pp. 15-32

Martinez Gonzélez, Roberto (2016), Los dioses no entienden las
metaforas: Realidad y representacion en Mesoamérica, Anales de
Antropologia, Vol. 50, No. 1, pp. 3-23

Navarrete Linares, Federico (2008). Los Pueblos indigenas de
México, CDI, México, 2008.

Portillo Reyes, Dennis Armando, Mesoamérica: de sus origenes y sus
confines, Unidad de Historia del Instituto Hondurefio de
Antropologia e Historia (IHAH).

Lameiras, Brigitte B. de, (1985), Mesoamérica. Sociedades y
culturas, El Colegio de Michoacan.



