Name:

Pd.

AP GOPO - Federalist #70: A Federalist Argument for a Unitary/Single Executive Hip Hughes

Excerpt from Federalist 70:

Annotation(your interpretation):

1.Energy in the Executive is a leading character in
the definition of good government. It is essential to
the protection of the community against foreign
attacks; it is not less essential to the steady
administration of the laws; to the protection of
property against those irregular and high handed
combinations which sometimes interrupt the
ordinary course of justice; to the security of liberty
against the enterprises and assaults of ambition, of
faction, and of anarchy.

2.Taking it for granted, therefore, that all men of
sense will agree in the necessity of an energetic
Executive, it will only remain to inquire, what are
the ingredients which constitute this energy?

The ingredients which constitute energy in the
Executive are, first, unity; secondly, duration;
thirdly, an adequate provision for its support;
fourthly, competent powers.

3. ...we shall discover much greater cause to reject
than to approve the idea of plurality in the
Executive, under any modification whatever.
Wherever two or more persons are engaged in any
common enterprise or pursuit, there is always
danger of difference of opinion. If it be a public
trust or office, in which they are clothed with equal
dignity and authority, there is peculiar danger of
personal emulation and even animosity. From
either, and especially from all these causes, the
most bitter dissensions are apt to spring. Whenever
these happen, they lessen the respectability, weaken
the authority, and distract the plans and operation
of those whom they divide.

4.If they should unfortunately assail the supreme
executive magistracy of a country, consisting of a
plurality of persons, they might impede

or frustrate the most important measures of the
government, in the most critical emergencies of the
state. And what is still worse, they might split the
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community into the most violent and irreconcilable
factions, adhering differently to the different
individuals who composed the magistracy. Men
often oppose a thing, merely because they have had
no agency in planning it, or because it may have
been planned by those whom they dislike.

5.1n the legislature, promptitude of decision is
oftener an evil than a benefit. The differences of
opinion, and the jarrings of parties in that
department of the government, though they may
sometimes obstruct salutary plans, yet often
promote deliberation and circumspection, and
serve to check excesses in the majority. When a
resolution too is once taken, the opposition must be
at an end. That resolution is a law, and resistance
to it punishable. But no favorable circumstances
palliate or atone for the disadvantages of
dissension in the executive department. Here, they
are pure and unmixed.

6.1 clearly concur in opinion, in this particular,
with a writer whom the celebrated Junius
pronounces to be “deep, solid, and ingenious,” that
“the executive power is more easily confined when
it is one”’; that it is far more safe there should be a
single object for the jealousy and watchfulness of
the people; and, in a word, that all multiplication
of the Executive is rather dangerous than friendly
to liberty.

7.1 forbear to dwell upon the subject of expense;
though it be evident that if the council should be
numerous enough to answer the principal end
aimed at by the institution, the salaries of the
members, who must be drawn from their homes to
reside at the seat of government, would form an
item in the catalogue of public expenditures too
serious to be incurred for an object of equivocal
utility. I will only add that, prior to the appearance
of the Constitution; I rarely met with an intelligent
man from any of the States, who did not admit, as
the result of experience, that the unity of the
executive of this State was one of the best of the
distinguishing features of our constitution.







