In this powerful message, we're reminded of the importance of prioritizing God's purpose over
our own positions in life. Drawing from Deuteronomy 20:19-20, we explore the analogy of fruit
trees during wartime and how it relates to our spiritual battles. Just as the Israelites were
instructed not to cut down fruit trees during sieges, we too must discern what truly sustains us in
our struggles. This teaches us to value God's provision even in unfamiliar territories,
understanding that He has planted sources of nourishment in every season of our lives. The
message challenges us to trust in God's plan, even when we feel pushed away from our comfort
zones. It's a call to recognize that our struggles may be redirecting us towards God's greater
purpose, reminding us that we often 'stumble into blessings' orchestrated by divine wisdom.

Title: Leave That Alone: Discerning God's Purpose in the Battle

Sermon Summary: This sermon explores the importance of discernment and prioritizing God's
purpose over our immediate circumstances. The pastor emphasizes that even in the midst of
spiritual battles, believers must learn to recognize and preserve the resources God has provided
for their sustenance. The message encourages Christians to trust in God's plan, even when it
seems counterintuitive, and to avoid weaponizing every aspect of their lives due to past hurts or
ongoing struggles.

Key Points:

- Prioritize purpose over position in your spiritual journey

- Value discernment over constantly doing things

- Protect what God has given you, as it may sustain you in the future

- Learn to be still and trust God's direction, even when it's uncomfortable
- Understand that God may allow struggles to reveal what's in your heart
- Sanctification requires shifting from self-reliance to God-reliance

- Be careful not to mismanage your miracles or damage relationships

- Sometimes God says "no" to protect you from harm

Scripture Reference:
- Deuteronomy 20:19-20

Stories:

- The pastor uses an analogy of cooking with a cast iron skillet to illustrate the importance of
preserving past experiences for future growth.

- He shares a personal anecdote about craving country cooking and learning to properly clean a
cast iron skillet.

- The sermon includes an extended metaphor using people to represent different stages of life
and God's guidance, demonstrating how God leads us even when we feel pushed by
circumstances.

- The pastor references the biblical story of Zechariah being struck mute until John the Baptist
was born, illustrating the importance of keeping silent sometimes to avoid speaking against
God's plan.



- The olive press is used as an analogy for the pressures of life that produce spiritual growth
and anointing.



