
Resources for Teaching Controversial Issues (compiled by Judy Pace, 
University of San Francisco) 

 
 
Books, Articles, and Professional Development Packs (also see 
references in these publications for many more!) 
The Political Classroom  
Controversy in the Classroom: The Democratic Power of Discussion 
Annals of Social Studies Education Research for Teachers ASSERT (Issue 
#1) 
Hard Questions: Learning to Teach Controversial Issues - 9781475851984 
Teaching controversial issues (Council of Europe) 
Books To Help Kids Make Sense of Challenging Current Events | 3.1 
Introduction: Teaching Emotive and Controversial History at Key Stage 3 / 
TEACH Online 
 
Webpages/sites of Organizations with Resources 
https://www.illinoiscivics.org/ 
Choices Program | History and Current Issues Curriculum for the 
Classroom  
Constitutional Rights Foundation: Home  
Deliberating in a Democracy 
Teaching Sensitive & Controversial Issues (Shared Education)  
iCivics | Free Lesson Plans and Games for Learning Civics  
Street Law, Inc. 
Home | digitalcivicstoolkit 
Morningside Center for Teaching Social Responsibility: Homepage 
Rethinking Schools: Home 
NIFI | Home (National Issues Forum) 
https://www.socialstudies.org (National Council for the Social Studies) 
Civic Online Reasoning: Home 
Learning for Justice | Education Resources (formerly known as Teaching 
Tolerance)  
Facing History and Ourselves  
Reading Like a Historian (Stanford History Education Group) 

http://thepoliticalclassroom.com/
https://www.routledge.com/Controversy-in-the-Classroom-The-Democratic-Power-of-Discussion/Hess/p/book/9780415962292
https://assertjournal.com/index.php/assert
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781475851984/Hard-Questions-Learning-to-Teach-Controversial-Issues
https://edoc.coe.int/en/human-rights-democratic-citizenship-and-interculturalism/7738-teaching-controversial-issues.html
https://www.readbrightly.com/books-to-help-kids-make-sense-of-current-events/
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/module/1140/teach-online/1151/31-introduction-teaching-emotive-and-controversi
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/module/1140/teach-online/1151/31-introduction-teaching-emotive-and-controversi
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/module/1140/teach-online/1151/31-introduction-teaching-emotive-and-controversi
https://www.illinoiscivics.org/
https://www.choices.edu/
https://www.choices.edu/
https://www.crf-usa.org/
http://deliberating.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/shared-education/teaching-sensitive-and-controversial-issues
https://www.icivics.org/
https://www.streetlaw.org/
https://www.digitalcivicstoolkit.org/
https://www.morningsidecenter.org/
https://rethinkingschools.org/
https://www.nifi.org
https://www.socialstudies.org/resources
https://cor.stanford.edu/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons


Parallel Histories- A new way to study conflict 
Controversial issues / Secondary (History Association) 
News Literacy Project 
 
Podcast and Video 
Civic Reasoning and Discourse (National Academy of Education) 
Episode 165: Hard Questions: Learning to Teach Controversial Issues with 
Judy Pace (Visions of Education) 
Episode 123: Contained Risk-Taking When Teaching Controversial Issues 
with Judy Pace (Visions of Education) 
Education for Sustainable Democracy 
A New Webinar Series on Teaching Controversial Topics 
 
 
Guidelines for Discussion 
TCI Supportive Classroom Resources 
Civil Conversation Teacher's and Discussion Guide 
Talking Across Divides: 10 Ways to Encourage Civil Classroom 
Conversation On Difficult Issues (Published 2016) 
Civil Discourse in the Classroom 
Fostering Civil Discourse: How Do We Talk About Issues That Matter? 
Socratic Seminar (Northwest Association of Biomedical Research) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parallelhistories.org.uk/
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/pp-controversial-issues
https://newslit.org/
https://naeducation.org/civic-reasoning-and-discourse/
https://visionsofed.com/2021/06/01/episode-165-hard-questions-learning-to-teach-controversial-issues-with-judy-pace/
https://visionsofed.com/2021/06/01/episode-165-hard-questions-learning-to-teach-controversial-issues-with-judy-pace/
https://visionsofed.com/2019/08/19/episode-123-contained-risk-taking-when-teaching-controversial-issues/
https://visionsofed.com/2019/08/19/episode-123-contained-risk-taking-when-teaching-controversial-issues/
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1318597
https://www.tc.columbia.edu/articles/2021/march/a-new-webinar-series-on-teaching-controversial-topics/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QiIOfFk74mmqpyCQkqeA7VwyocelCUGAOryCqnVPyHY/edit
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/t2t/pdf/CivilConversationTeacherandDiscussionGuideRevised.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/28/learning/lesson-plans/talking-across-divides-10-ways-to-encourage-civil-classroom-conversation-on-difficult-issues.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/28/learning/lesson-plans/talking-across-divides-10-ways-to-encourage-civil-classroom-conversation-on-difficult-issues.html
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/civil-discourse-in-the-classroom
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/fostering-civil-discourse-how-do-we-talk-about-issues-matter
http://nwabr.org/sites/default/files/SocSem.pdf

