
RIFs, Funding Clawbacks, Personnel 
Roundup date. 

Reduction EO 
Nov. 24 - Chief Judge John J. McConnell Jr. (D.R.I.) on Friday vacated the Trump 

administration’s Executive Order 14238, “Continuing the Reduction of the Federal 

Bureaucracy” and permanently enjoined its implementation. Judge McConnell held that 

the administration’s “actions in implementing the Reduction EO violate the APA, the Take 

Care Clause, and the Separation of Powers doctrine.” (Memorandum and order.) 

Shutdown 
Nov. 14 - The U.S. government withdrew its Nov. 7 stay application to the Supreme Court in 

Rollins v. Rhode Island State Council of Churches on the ground that the underlying 

dispute is moot since the government shutdown has ended. (Letter.) Steve Vladeck, 

reflecting on an earlier aspect of the SNAP case, noted that “this appears to be the second 

time in seven months that the full Court has taken a dispute away from the relevant circuit 

justice.” (One First.) 

 

Nov. 13 - The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced on Wednesday that SNAP benefits 

would be restored within 24 hours of the government re-opening. (Politico.) 

 

Nov. 12 - The Supreme Court on Tuesday extended an administrative stay of two district 

court orders requiring the federal government to distribute November food benefits, now set 

to expire at 11:59 p.m. on November 13. (Order.) 

 

Nov. 10 - Judge Christopher Cooper (D.D.C.) held that the Department of Education 

violated the First Amendment by overriding furloughed employees’ automated out-of-office 

emails with a partisan message blaming Democrats for the shutdown and ordered 

permanent injunctive relief. (Memorandum Opinion.) (NYT.) 

 

Nov. 10 - Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson on Friday granted an administrative stay of two 

orders issued by a Rhode Island district court that would have required the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) to distribute funding for November food benefits by the 

end of the day. (Order.) (Application.) (Politico.) Steve Vladeck analyzed Justice Jackson’s 

order. (One First.) 

 

Nov. 7 - Judge John J. McConnell (D.R.I) on Thursday issued a temporary restraining order 

requiring the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to make full payments of November 

https://substack.com/redirect/9595117e-4366-4c56-a120-f32798f30d4c?j=eyJ1IjoiNnEwd294In0.-MvwGrQEKIehsWe7VyAx6yzyDCf4b8dqOitU5o6ihPE
https://substack.com/redirect/19539b63-1082-4805-960d-061db7735a62?j=eyJ1IjoiNnEwd294In0.-MvwGrQEKIehsWe7VyAx6yzyDCf4b8dqOitU5o6ihPE
https://substack.com/redirect/cf0cb174-76da-490e-bade-9af1e19c8a40?j=eyJ1IjoiNnEwd294In0.-MvwGrQEKIehsWe7VyAx6yzyDCf4b8dqOitU5o6ihPE
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/11/12/trump-admin-pay-snap-within-24-hours-shutdown-00649508
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/111125zr_3204.pdf
https://substack.com/redirect/da69acce-902a-4631-b1eb-9bf066e2212d?j=eyJ1IjoiNnEwd294In0.-MvwGrQEKIehsWe7VyAx6yzyDCf4b8dqOitU5o6ihPE
https://substack.com/redirect/c8580e02-e96a-4c00-8c82-fa54a0c91d09?j=eyJ1IjoiNnEwd294In0.-MvwGrQEKIehsWe7VyAx6yzyDCf4b8dqOitU5o6ihPE
https://substack.com/redirect/9ebea0f2-b73a-441d-bc92-9597cc33419a?j=eyJ1IjoiNnEwd294In0.-MvwGrQEKIehsWe7VyAx6yzyDCf4b8dqOitU5o6ihPE
https://substack.com/redirect/f66f5c93-29d0-4fb0-adfe-07ab24033a60?j=eyJ1IjoiNnEwd294In0.-MvwGrQEKIehsWe7VyAx6yzyDCf4b8dqOitU5o6ihPE
https://substack.com/redirect/4802dfc8-6299-4d58-a96c-5c5e77f6cd3f?j=eyJ1IjoiNnEwd294In0.-MvwGrQEKIehsWe7VyAx6yzyDCf4b8dqOitU5o6ihPE
https://substack.com/redirect/c0394857-a316-4867-b50e-577738272cf0?j=eyJ1IjoiNnEwd294In0.-MvwGrQEKIehsWe7VyAx6yzyDCf4b8dqOitU5o6ihPE


SNAP benefits “immediately.” (Memorandum and Order.) (NYT.) The government is 

appealing to the First Circuit. (Notice of Appeal.) Judge McConnell had previously ordered 

the Trump administration to use emergency funds to keep paying these benefits. (Order.) In 

response, USDA announced it would make partial payment to those who receive SNAP 

benefits during the government shutdown. 

 

Nov. 5 - Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy on Tuesday stated that the administration 

may “close certain parts of the airspace” due to a shortage of air traffic controllers if the 

shutdown persists. (NYT.) 

 

Nov. 5 - White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt on Tuesday clarified that the 

administration is “fully complying” with a court order to pay federal food assistance amid 

the shutdown after President Trump stated that benefits “will be given only when the 

Radical Left Democrats open up the government.” (WSJ.) (Truth Social.) 

 

Nov. 4 - The Department of Agriculture said in court filings on Monday that it plans to 

make partial payments to those who receive Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) benefits during the government shutdown. (NYT.) 

 

Oct. 31 - ​​District court judges in Massachusetts and Rhode Island on Friday ordered the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture to use emergency funds to keep paying food assistance 

benefits amid the shutdown. (D. Mass. Memorandum and Order.) (D.R.I. Order.) (WSJ.) 

 

Oct. 30 - The White House Office of Management and Budget is using funds from military 

housing, research, and procurement accounts to cover the roughly $5.3 billion needed for 

military payroll by Friday. (Axios.) 

 

Oct. 29 - Judge Susan Y. Illston (N.D.Cal.) on Tuesday issued a preliminary injunction 

blocking the Trump administration from engaging in reductions in force (RIF) and pausing 

RIF notices issued during the government shutdown. (Order.) (Politico.) 

 

Oct 27 - The New York Times identified Timothy Mellon as the anonymous private donor 

who gave $130 million to help pay military salaries during the shutdown, raising legal 

questions under the Antideficiency Act. (NYT.) 

 

Oct. 22 - The Trump administration is reprogramming funds from the Big Beautiful Bill to 

pay immigration agents and other federal law enforcement officials during the government 

shutdown. (NYT.) 

 

Oct. 20 - Judge Susan Illston (N.D. Cal.) on Friday ordered the Trump administration to 

disclose by Monday any “imminent” reductions-in-force (RIFs) the government is planning. 
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(Order.) (NYT.) The judge issued a temporary restraining order last week enjoining the 

administration from issuing RIFs “during or because of the federal government shutdown.” 

 

Oct. 16 - Judge Susan Illston (N.D. Cal.) granted plaintiffs’ motion for a temporary 

retraining order blocking the Trump administration from issuing any new 

reductions-in-force (RIFs) and taking further action on any RIFs already issued “during or 

because of” the federal government shutdown. (Order.) (WSJ.) 

 

Oct. 16 - President Trump signed a memorandum on Wednesday authorizing Defense 

Secretary Pete Hegseth to repurpose federal funds to pay military personnel during the 

government shutdown. (Memorandum.) (NYT.) 

 

Oct. 14 - More than 4,000 federal employees were laid off by the Trump administration on 

Friday in response to the government shutdown. (WSJ.) 

 

Oct. 6 - The American Federation of Government Employees sued the Trump 

administration on Friday, alleging that the government violated plaintiffs’ First 

Amendment rights by inserting “partisan political speech” into the out-of-office email 

responses of furloughed Department of Education employees. (Complaint.) (NYT.) 

 

 

Firing + Dismissals 
Oct. 31 - The Trump administration fired about a dozen officials in Fannie Mae’s ethics and 

internal-investigations unit amid broader layoffs, days after ousting its chief ethics officer. 

(WSJ.) 

 

Oct. 30 - The Justice Department placed two prosecutors on administrative leave after they 

described the Jan. 6 attack as a “riot” carried out by a “mob” in a court filing later 

withdrawn and replaced by new attorneys. (WaPo.) 

 

Oct. 15 - According to the New York Times, a U.S. attorney for the Western District of 

Virginia “was forced to resign in August because he refused to sideline a high-ranking 

career prosecutor” who had questioned the evidentiary basis of an investigation into the 

FBI’s handling of classified Russia-related documents. (NYT.) 

 

Oct. 9 - FBI Director Kash Patel dismissed two agents who worked with Special Counsel 

Jack Smith to investigate President Trump during the Biden administration. (NYT.) 
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Oct. 2 - The Trump administration on Wednesday fired several members of the National 

Council on the Humanities, an advisory group to the National Endowment for the 

Humanities. (NYT.) 

 

Cook 
Oct. 1 - The Supreme Court on Wednesday deferred the government’s application for a stay 

of a district court order barring President Trump from firing Lisa Cook from the Federal 

Reserve Board pending oral argument in January. The decision allows for Cook to remain in 

the role until the Court rules following oral arguments. (Order.) (NYT.) 

Hiring/Recruitment 
Oct. 16 - President Trump signed an executive order on Wednesday placing new restrictions 

on hiring across the federal government. (NYT.) 
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