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October 2023 - Monthly Slides
The Existence of God
Presenters’ Notes

[Slide 9: Spiritual Treasures]

e The topic of the Existence of God is very vast.

e There are many proofs - scientific and other logical.

e But in today’s presentation, we want to focus on increasing our belief in the existence of
God through experience. Specifically, we want to go in depth into the words of the
Promised Messiah (as) from Ruhani Khazain where Hazoor says:

o

“The true purpose of adopting a faith is that one should acquire such certainty
concerning God, Who is the fountainhead of salvation, as if one can see Him with
one's eyes. The wicked spirit of sin seeks to destroy a man and a person cannot
escape the fatal poison of sin till he believes with full certainty in the Perfect and
Living God and till he knows for certain that God exists, Who punishes the offender
and bestows upon the righteous everlasting joy. It is a common experience that
when one believes in the fatal effects of anything one does not have recourse to it.
For instance, no one swallows poison consciously. No one deliberately stands in
front of a wild tiger. No one deliberately thrusts his hand into the hole of a serpent.
Then why does a person commit sin deliberately? The reason is that he has not that
certainty in this matter as he has in other matters of the kind that we have
mentioned. The first duty of a person, therefore, is to acquire certainty with regard
to the existence of God, and to adopt a religion through which this certainty can be
acquired so that he should fear God and shun sin. How can such certainty be
acquired? It cannot be acquired through mere stories. It cannot be acquired
through mere arguments. The only way of acquiring certainty is to experience God
repeatedly through converse with Him or through witnessing His extraordinary
signs, or by keeping company with someone who has that experience.”

[Slide 11: Discussion - How can we experience God?]

e As the Promised Messiah (as) mentioned, there are many proofs - scientific and other
logical. But the surest way to believe in the existence of God is to experience it. Logic will
not give you surety.

e Ask the Audience: How can we experience God?

o

Some suggestions could be: prayer, listening and following words of our Khalifa,
reading the writings of the Promised Messiah, company of the righteous
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[Slide 13: How can we experience God?]

e Let’s reflect on the words of the Promised Messiah (as) we read earlier: “The only way of
acquiring certainty is to experience God repeatedly through converse with Him or through
witnessing His extraordinary signs, or by keeping company with someone who has that
experience.’

e Based onthese words, let’s go over some ways:

o We must strengthen our prayers. This means, regularly performing our five daily
prayers and making a conscious effort to connect with Allah during these moments
can deepen our belief in His existence. Don't just believe in God, but turnto Him in
supplication. Ask Him to guide your heart. Have a personal two-way relationship
with your Creator.

o There is a lot of evidence of God'’s existence in nature. We need to ponder on how
everything seems to be intricately designed and interconnected. The more we
think, the more we will be amazed. There is indeed a Creator!

o Following the guidance of our beloved Hazoor (aba) by ensuring we listen to his
sermons and obey his every word.

o Reading the books of the Promised Messiah (as) and Khulafa because they are a
source of guidance.

[Slide 15: What are some other ways to experience God?]
o Ask the audience: What are some other ways to experience God? Some possible answers:
o By attending Jama'at and Majlis events. Engaging with other Khuddam who are on
a similar spiritual journey can provide support and encouragement.
o By reflecting on Personal Experiences: Consider moments in your life when you felt
a strong sense of connection with Allah or experienced His guidance. Reflect on
these experiences as signs of His existence and involvement in your life.

[Slide 17: Discussion - How can we strengthen our prayers?]
e As the Promised Messiah (as) mentioned, we must “converse with Him” - and to achieve
this, we must strengthen our prayers
o Ask the audience: How can we strengthen our prayers? Some possible answers:
o Offering prayers on Time: Establish a consistent and disciplined prayer schedule. In
Islam, there are five daily prayers at specific times. We must offer our prayers
punctually at the right time.
o Reading with clean and pure intentions: Before beginning our Salat, we need to
make sure our intentions are pure and sincere. We need to approach our prayers
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with a genuine desire to connect with Allah and strengthen our faith in His
existence.

Focus: We should concentrate on the words we are reciting.

Reflect on the Meaning: We must understand the meanings of the verses you recite
during the prayer. This is why it’s critical for us to memorize the translation of the
Salat.

o Pray in Congregation: Whenever possible, join congregational prayers at the
mosque or the Namaz center. Praying alongside our brothers can enhance your
sense of spiritual connection. Not to mention the multiplied blessings.

e Prayer requires dedication, self-discipline, and a sincere desire to grow spiritually. By
consistently engaging in these practices, we can deepen our belief in Allah's existence and
experience a closer connection with Him. This is why we must develop this habit from a
young age.

[Slide 19: Video]
e Let’s listen to an extract from the Friday Sermon delivered by beloved Hazoor (may Allah
be his Helper) on October 10th, 2014 on the importance of worship during youth. There
are English subtitles.

[Slide 20: Reflect on Nature]
e Allah teaches us in the Holy Quran in Chapter 3, Verse 191 that “In the creation of the
heavens and the earth and in the alternation of the night and the day there are indeed
Signs for men of understanding”
e We must ponder over the creation, beauty, complexity and order in the natural world. The
universe points towards the existence of an All-Powerful and All-Wise Creator.

[Slide 22: Discussion - What signs from nature increase your belief in the existence of God?]

e Askthe audience: What are some other ways to experience God?
o By attending Jama'at and Majlis events. Engaging with other Khuddam who are on
a similar spiritual journey can provide support and encouragement.
o Byreflecting on Personal Experiences: Consider moments in your life when you felt
a strong sense of connection with Allah or experienced His guidance. Reflect on
these experiences as signs of His existence and involvement in your life.
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[Slide 24: Video]

e Question and Answer Session with Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV (ra) from May 21st, 2000.
Beloved Hazoor eloquently answers that we can prove the existence of God by reflecting
on God’s creations.

e The question and answer are in english. The urdu summary will appear on the right side. If
you have a hard time reading it, the text can be shared later.

[Slide 25: Connection with Khilafat]

e The best way of establishing a connection with Allah Almighty so we can experience him is
to hold on to the rope of Allah.

e Allah saysin the Holy Quran, "And hold fast, all together, by the rope of Allah" [3:104]

e Looking at the rest of the world. Many Muslims are offering acts of worship. They also
observe fast and pay Zakat. But they are not able to experience God in this day and age.

o Ask the Audience: Why?

o The reason is, they do not have the rope of Allah. Khilafat is the rope of Allah. They
do not have Khilafat.

e The Promised Messiah (as) stated that we can increase our belief in the existence of God is
by “keeping company with someone who has that experience”

e Inthis day and age, the person closest to Allah is our beloved Hazoor. We are so fortunate!

e For over a century, Khilafat has been turning the fears of Ahmadis into peace over and over
again. Our beloved Khalifa has been trying his level best to save us and to guide us. He can
not force us to change, the responsibility lies with us.

e Regarding the role of a Khalifa, Hazrat Musleh Maud (ra) states in his book Blessings of
Khilafat, "You have someone who has true sympathy for you; who truly loves you; who
considers your pain and sufferings to be his own; and who is always praying to Allah for
you."

e Our Khalifa constantly reminds us to offer our prayer and never miss any.

[Slide 27: Video]

e Sometimes Khuddam mention that they understand the need to read prayers but it’s
difficult to motivate themselves. When they read, they aren’t getting pleasure in their
prayer.

e Let’s listen to an extract from the Friday Sermon delivered by beloved Hazoor (may Allah
be his Helper) on January 20th, 2017 where he answers this - how to increase pleasure in
prayer. There are English subtitles.

[Slide 28: Seek certainty in the Existence of God]

e To wrap up today’s presentation, let us re-read a portion of the quote read from the
Promised Messiah (as) earlier where he writes:
o “Why does a person commit sin deliberately? The reason is that he has not that
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certainty in this matter as he has in other matters of the kind that we have
mentioned. The first duty of a person, therefore, is to acquire certainty with regard
to the existence of God, and to adopt a religion through which this certainty can be
acquired so that he should fear God and shun sin.”
e We must do our very best to develop our belief in God as that is the basis for every religion.
As the Promised Messiah (as) has taught us, unless we do this basic step all else is in vain.
e May Allah enable us to continue acquiring certainty in the existence of God so that we may
stay away from sin.
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