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Improving searches: solutions

Choosing the correct keywords and utilising advanced search operators can significantly improve the quality of the results you get from
a search engine. Complete the table below to see if you can use a search engine effectively.
Please note that answers may vary due to search engine used and changes to websites since activity was created.

What you need Website that will What you Number of Advanced search Why you used them
to find appear somewhere | searched for results operators used (but a
near top of your mark next to the
search list if you operators you
are successful included in your
search)
Information https:.//www.wired.c | Turing OR 319,000 OR X Both computer scientists need
about two om/2012/06/alan-tu | Babbage to be found, but just because a
famous ring-name-checks-hi page contains one of their
computer s-predecessor-charl names, it doesn’t necessarily
scientists: Alan es-babbage/ mean the other will be on
Turing and there as well. OR uses both
Charles Babbage. keywords and makes sure that
However, you are a page with either name will be
only allowed to returned.
use the keywords
NOT (-)
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Babbage. You
can use any
operators you

want.

Green garden www.amazon.co.uk/ | “Green shade” 1,740,000 OR

shade netting, Green-Shade-Nettin

you can only use | g-sold-metre/dp/BO NOT (-)

two keywords 07ZYVW?2E . .

(and any Phrase (“ ) X Green shade without quotes
operators you will provide information about
want to include). the colour green.

Restaurants tajmahaldallas.com | taj mahal 1,580,000 OR

called the Taqj restaurant USA

Mahal in the USA, ~"new york" NOT (-) X Need to find USA restaurants
but not in New but need to hide any from New
York. York.

Phrase (“ ) X “Taj Mahal” and “New York™ are
exact phrases that would
provide additional results if
separated.
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Resources are updated regularly — the latest version is available at: ncce.io/tcc.

This resource is licensed under the Open Government Licence, version 3. For more information on this licence, see_ncce.io/ogl.
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